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Aire,  Oftobct  7; 
^"jt  t'E  left  Calais  this  iliorning,  and  came 
'  ^  ^  to  St.  Omers  in  the  expedation  of 
receiving  fuch  informition  as  would  deter- 
tnine  us  whether  it  might  be  expedient  to 
take  Lille  in  oiir  way  to  Paris :  for  at  Calais 
the  accounts  were  contradidtory ;  according 
to  fome  the  fiege  was  raifed,  according  to 
others  it  ftill  continued. 

Oil  arriving  at  St.  Omers,  we  were  aflured 
that  the  Auftrian  army  had  retired  from 
before  Lille.  We  therefore  fet  out  diredly 
for  this  place^  and  arrived  juft  time  enough 
to  be  admitted  before  the  gates  were  fliut; 
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but  wc  had  very  great  difficulty  in  findlng^ 
lodgings :  all  the  inns  being  full  of  people, 
particularly  of  women  and  children  from 
Lille,  wc  were  obliged  to  drive  about  in  the 
dark  from  inn  to  inn  for  a  confiderabl'e  time 
before  we  could  find  one  to  receive  us  ;  and 
at  laft  were  glad  to  be  allowed  to  take 
i[heher  in  a  miferable  nafty  houfe,  with  the 
fign  of  the  Three  Kings  over  the  door.  No^ 
thing  can  be  a  ftronger  proof  of  the  ne- 
gleded'and  defpifed  ftate  of  this  inn,  than 
that  a  fign  fo  obnoxious  is  tolerated,  or  ra- 
ther overlooked. 

We  were  much  difappointed  on  our  arri- 
val at  Aire,  to  find  the  accounts  of  the 
retreat  of  the  Auftrians  from  before  Lille 
as  uncertain  and  contradidory  as  thofe  of 
Calais.  Not  trufting  to  the  information  I  re- 
ceived at  our  own  wretched  inn,  I  went  to  a 
coflee-houfe  in  fearch  of  fome  moi^  to  be  de- 
pended on :  I  addrefled  myfelf  to  a  grave  look- 
ing man  who  fmoked  his  pipe  at  the  door ;  I 
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fbon  found  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  mat*  * 
ter,  and  was  more  difpofed  to  afk  queftions 
than  to  anfwer  them.  He  faid  he  perceived 
I  was  a  ftranger,  and  alked  where  1  lodged ; 
I  anfwered,  jiux  T'rols  Rots.  "  Aux  Trois 
Rois !"  repeated  he  with  a  grimace,  **  ma 
foi,  Monfieur,  vous  avez  choifi  la  des  h6tes 
qui  ne  font  plus  a  la  mode^'/' 

Although  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  Aire, 
vith  whom  I  converfed,  could  inform  mc 
whether  the  Auftrians  had  left  Lille  or 
not,  they  were  all  able  and  moft  willing  to 
tell  many  ftories  of  their  cruelties.  Whether 
they  added  aught  in  malice  I  know  not,  but 
I  am  perfuaded  they  did  nothing  extenuate. 
The  maid  of  the  inn,  after  giving  a  terrible 
account  of  the  devaftation  and  deflrudion  » 
cccafioncd  by  the  pillaging  in  the  villages, 

♦  At  the  three  Kings !— Truly,  Sir,  f 6u  have  chofen 
your  lodgings  vath  people  who  are  not  much  in  fafliion 
at  prefcnt. 

B  2  faid 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(    4    ) 

'  faid  it  was  not  eafy  to  tell  whether  the  Hu* 
lans  or  the  red-hot  bullets  were  the  moft 
mifchievous  J  but,  continued  Ihe, "  Ce  qui  eft 
certain,  Monfieur,  eil,  que  le  fang  coule  dans 
ce  pauvre  Lille  depuis  huit  jours  comme 
Teau  coule  dans  les  rues  d' Aire— ah !  Mon- 
Ceur,  cela  d^chire  le  cocur  !*** 

Having  pronounced  this  with  a  fympa- 
thifing  accent,  fhe  went  out  of  the  room, 
and  I  heard  her  finging  a  very  gay  tune  as 
Ihe  went  down  ftairs. 

The  road  to  Paris  this  way  is  much  more 
agreeable  than  that  by  Boulogne,  the  land 
being  more  fertile,  the  fields  better  culti- 
vated, the  country  better  inhabited,  and  the 
peafantry  richer.  A  great  deal  of  tobacco 
is  raifed  in  the  country  around  St.  Omers, 
and  between  that  town  and  Aire :  the  leaves 
are  hung  up  to  dry  on  the  walls  of  the  cot- 

•  ^hat  is  quite  certain,  is,  that  blood  flows  in  thai 
poor  town  of  Lille,  in  as  great  abundance  as  water  itt 
the  ftreets  of  Aire.    It  is  enough  to  break  one's  heart. 

tages^ 
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tiges^  and  on  the  (ides  of  the  flacks  of  corn 
and  of  beans  in  the  farm-yards. 

We  paffed  long  trains  of  waggons  with 
grain  for  the  army  now  affembling  near  Lille; 

Arras,  Oftobcr  8. 

Aire  has  the  appearance  of  a  very  poor 
town,  and  it  might  be  imagined  that  the  num- 
ber of  women  and  children  who  have  fled  to 
it  from  Lille  would  render  it  alfo  a  very  me- 
lancholy place :  I  could  not  help  remarking, 
however,  that  the  firft  thing  we  heard  laft 
mght  when  we  entered  the  town,  was  the 
tune  of  f^  ira;  and  on  quitting  it  this  mom- 
kig  the  fame  tune  was  refounding  through 
the  ftreets,  the  paflengers,  whether  going  to 
their  work  or  to  matins,  moving  their  heads 
and  fteps  in  cadence  all  the  way. 

As  a  great  many  pofl-horfes  are  em- 
ployed in  the  public  fervice,  it  wifs  with  great 
difficulty  that  We  got  to  Bethune.  When 
•  .  we  arrived  at  the  poft-houfe,  which  is  on  the 
outfide  of  the  fortifications,  we  were  in- 
B  3  formed, 
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formed,  that  we  could  not  get  horfcs  for  thtt 
chaife  in  lefs  than  three  or  four  hours,  and 
none  for  the  fervants  even  then^ 

We  walked  into  the  town,  which  is  beau-« 
tifuUy  fituated  en  a  rifing  ground,  with  a  de- 
lightful profpe^  of  a  rich  country  all  arfeund. 
It  was  market  day,  and  the  town  was 
crowded  with  well  dreflcd  cheerful  looking 
peafants. 

Wc  entered  into  cbnverfation  with  an  of^* 
ficcr  of  cavalry  on  the  public  fquare :  he  had 
left  Lille  three  davs  before*  He  faid  that  the 

4 

firing  was  violent  when  he  came  away,  but 
there  had  been  none  heard  fince  Saturday 
night: — this  is  Monday.  He  had  fince  heard 
that  the  enemy  had  retired  to  the  diftance  of 
a  league  from  the  town ;  whether  they  meant 
to  renew  the  bombardment  or  not,  he  did 
not  know,  but  at  any  rate  he  was  perfuaded 
they  would  not  be  able  to  take  the  town,  as 
the  inhabitants  were  refolved  to  be  buried  in 
the  ruins  rather  than  furrender. 

Another  perfon  accoftcd  me  foon  after, 

as 
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» I  was  looking  at  the  tree  of  Liberty  which 
U  planted  in  the  market  place ;  it  was  hung 
round  with  garlands  of  flowers,  with  em- 
blems of  freedom,  and  various  infcriptioas. 
He  informed  me  that  it  was  not  yet  certainly 
known  whether  the  Auftrians  had  entirely 
rellnquiihed  their  attack  on  Lille ;  that  at  the 
worft  they  could  only  deftroy  the  houfes, 
but  would  never  be  able  to  take  the  town. 
On  my  afking  if  he  thought  we  ftiould  be 
allowed  to  enter  the  town,  in  cafe  we  were 
to  proceed  by  that  route,  he  anfwered,  that 
die  town  had  never  been  entirely  blockaded, 
and  that  even  during  the  bombardnjent, 
which  was  made  on  the  oppofite  fide,  the 
gate  towards  Bethune  had  been  kept  open 
for  feveral  hours  every  day ;  that  as  we  were 
provided  with  paflports  we  would  be  ad- 
mitted as  foon  as  we  arrived,  but,  he  added, 
that  the  roads  were  very  much  cut  and  def- 
troyed,  and  he  queftioned  whether  we  (hould 
find  horfes  at  the  po(l«houfes  between  Be* 
B  4  thune 
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thunc  and  Lillc.   On  the  whole,  lie  faid,  #« 
muft  expe<2  to  meet  with  many  obftadeSj^ 
and  therefore  advifed  us  to  go  to  Paria  bj 
Arras, — We  determined  to  follow  his  ad^ 
vice.      He   then    explained   the   allegoric 
figures  that  had  been  placed  round  the  tree  of 
Liberty  two  days  before  on  account  of  foinc 
public  feaft  or  rejoicing :  this  led  him  on  ta 
fpeak  of  the  revolution,  to  which  he  ap^ 
peared  to  be  a  zealous  friend.     He  profeffed 
a   great  eftcem   for    the   Englifh,  becauff 
they  are    the  friends   of    freedom;     and 
added,  that  although  fome  of  his  acquaint- 
ance had  a  ftrong  perfuafion  that  the  Britifh 
cabinet  was  watching  for  an  opportunity  of 
declaring  againft  France,  when  Ihe  was  a&« 
tacked  and    menaced   by  fp   many   othey 
powers,  yet  he,  for  his  part,  could  not  believe 
that  fo  cowardly  a  policy  would  be  adopted 
by  {o  brave  a  nation.     The  conduft  of  the 
French  court  towards  Great  Britain  during 
the  conteft  with  America  occurred  to  me,  hot 

I  did 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


.(    9    ) 

I^OOt  third;:  it ^^cpedicnt  to  remind  him  of 
k.  ■  He  contiaxied  to  obferve,  that  Franco 
beings  now  unanimous  for  a  republic,  aH 
the  efibrts  of  their  enemies  to  conquer  thli 
country,  or  didatc  a  governmetit  to  the  iiv- 
habitants,  would  prove  vain  j  they  Would  be 
exterminated,  rather  than  fubmit  to  foreiga 
powers,  or  to  their  old  oppreflbrs. — ^*  W* 
have  been,'*  added  he  with  great  Warmth^ 
^  too  long  oppreffed  by  a  race  of  weak  luxu« 
rious  princes,  and  trode  upon  by  im  infbleitf 
yet  ilavifh  noMefle)  it  is  difficult  to  get  tid  df 
fmtes  cei  vefmlrtesihut  as  they  are  now  moftly 
gofte,  it  will  be  6ur  faults  if  we  ever  allow 
them  to  return/' — Here  I  could  hot  help  re?* 
minding  himj  that  many  of  the  nohilrty  had 
^ftingniihed  themfelves  as  the  frieAda  of 
Liberty,  and  fome  were  actually  at  the  head 
of  the  armies  of  the  repubiic  at  that  mo- 
mint;  I  mentionedCuftine,  Biron,  and  Mon- 
tefquieu.  He  acknowledged  the  merit  of 
tibtofe  I  had  baCfcdr  2^iid  of  fome  others;  V  but 
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as  for  the  greater  part  of  the  reft,'*  acJded  he^ 
^  the  only  fervice  they  ever  rendered  their 
country  was  by  running  a\^ay  from  it :  if 
they  had  all  remained,*  the  democrates 
would  not  have  fuch  an  eafy  game,  and 
Heaven  knows  what  might  have  happened ; 
but  they  are  gone,  and  it  is  our  bufmefs  to 
keep  them  off;  let  them  go  and  crouch  to 
other  kings,  and  domineer  over  other  flaves, 
none  are  to  be  found  ki  France* — ^This  is  the 
lind  o£  liberty  and  equality.-— A  camp 
is  already  formed  at  Pouay,  another  is 
forming  nearer  Lille;  if  thirty  thoufand 
mere  men  are  required,  they  will  be  raifed 
•in  this  neighbourhood  without  difficulty : 
hardly  a  peafant  or  tradefman  in  France,  but 
is  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  freedom,  and  ready 
to  Ihed  his  blood  for  his  country/* — The 
•man  talked  with  fuch  animation  of  voice 
and  gefture  as  drew  a  crowd  around  us,  who 
all  feemed  to  fympathife  with  vfhaX  he  iaid: 
this  was  not  unobferved  by  the  fpcak$r, 

who 
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who  by  the  Iqoks  he  threw  on  the  furround* 
ing  circle,  and  by  the  elevation  of  voice, 
ihewed  that  he  was  as  foUcitous  to  be  heard 
by  it  as  by  me. 

I  was  told,  after  he  quitted  me,  that  he  was 
not  a  citizen  of  Bethune,  as  I  firft  imagined, 
but  a  Parifian.  I  underiland  that  there  are 
many  rpies  andemiiTaries  in  the  various  towns 
of  France,  hired  by  the  executive  power 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fpreading  thofe 
fentiments,  and  alfo  to  eimmine  what  are  the 
prevailing  opinions.  Whether  this  man  is 
one  of  thofe  I  know  not,  but  he  could  not 
have  fhewn  himfelf  a  more  zealous  repub- 
}ican  had  he  been  ever  fo  well  paid  for  it* 

When  we  returned  to  the  poft-houfe,  we 
wejre  informed  that  we  might  have  horfes 
for  the  chaifes,  but  there  were  no  bidets  for 
the  fervants,  all  of  them  being  employed  by 
the  couriers  who  were  continually  pafling 
and  repafling  on  the  public  fervice.  There 
was  a  neceffity  therefore  to  take  the  iisrvants 

Into 
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into  the  chaifes,  and  in  this  manner  wc 
*rere  dragged  through  very  bad  roads  to 
Arras. 

We  met  a  battalion  of  national  guardd  on 
the  way.  The  citizens  of  Amiens  no  fooncr 
heard  that  Lille  was  invefted,  than  thtf 
raifed,  clothed,  aud  armed  this  battalion 
at  their  own  expence.  The  men  feem  in 
high  fpirits,  arid  were  marching  with  great 
ardour  to  tiille. 

Robefpierre  is  a  native  of  Arras  j  this 
great  luminary  of  the  revolution  not  only 
renders  Arras  more  confpicuous,  but  has 
thrown  a  ray  of  light  on  his  brother,  who 
lived  here  in  obfcurity,  but  is  now  chofen  a 
deputy  to  the  convention^ 

Cuvilly,  Oftober  9. 

"We  left  Arras  at  fix  in  the  morning,  and 

With  much  difficulty  arrived  at  this  wretched 

village  a  little  after  it  was  dark  :  we  had  been 

detained  fevcral  hours  at  Peronnc,  waiting 

for 
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for  the  return  of  pofl-horfes;  and  afterwards 
till  the  poor  animals  were  fcd^  and  had  in 
feme  meafure  recovered  their  fatigue* 

Peronne  is  ftrongly  fortified^  but  th« 
only  garrifon  in  it  at  prefent  confifts  of 
citizens ;  they  are  however  well  armed,  and 
mod  of  the  men,  and  all  the  officers,  are  ia 
the  uniform  of  the  national  guards. 

A  battalion  of  the  Gensd'Armes  of  Paris 
are  expeded  at  Peronne  this  night.  The 
quarter-mafter  with  fome  other  of  the 
corps  are  aheady  arrived. 

I  was  witnefs  to  a  fcene  which  will  give 
fome  idea  of  the  kind  of  liberty  which  exifis 
in  France  at  prefent. 

I  had  joined  three  officers  of  the  city 
guards,  who  were  walking  in  the  fquare  op- 
pofite  to  the  poft-houfe.  One  of  them,  a 
very  genteel  and  obliging  man,  was  giving 
me  what  information  I  alked,  when  two 
men,  in  the  uniform  of  the  expedled  batta- 
lion, came  up  to  us,  and  one  of  them  in  a 

haughty 
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biughty  and  meoacing  manner^  demanded 
how  it  happened  that  the  fleurs  de  lis  and   ' 
other    fymbols   of  royalty,  to   which  he 
pointed,  were  not  effaced  from  the  fleeplc 
and  tlie  front  of  the  town-houfe. 

The  officer  replied,  that  it  was  the  bud- 
ne(s  of  the  mayor,  and  he  knew  nothing 
about  it*  On  which  the  other  burft  forth 
into  many  abufive  expreflions  againft  the 
mayor,  calling  him  rafcal  and  ariftocrate, 
and  fwcaring  that  when  he  met  him,  he 
would  cut  him  in  pieces :  as  he  faid  this, 
he  drew  his .  fabre  and  fecmed  difpofcd  to 
quarrel  with  all  around  him. 

Another  officer  of  the  city  guards,  more 
advanced  in  years  than  the  former,  addrefled 
this  furious  fellow  in  a  foothing  manner, 
afluring  him  that  the  municipality  had  al- 
ready given  orders  tliat  the  emblems  of 
which  he  complained  fliould  all  be  re- 
moved ;  that  the  reafon  of  its  not  being  al- 
ready done  was  becaufe  the  n>ayor,  who  was 

a  very 
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1  very  boneft  man,  and  of  cbuHe  no  arifto^ 
crate,  had  been  entirely  occupied  in  fending 
neceffaries  to  their  diftrefled  friends  at  Lille^ 
and  in  providing  good  quarters  for  the  bat- 
talion of  Parifians  which  was  expefted. 

This  conciliatory  language  fmoothed 
the  threatening  brow  of  the  man,  who  at 
laft  fheathed  his  fword,  and  walked  away 
with  his  companion.  Each  of  thefe  fellows 
had  a  brace  of  piflols  (luck  in  his  belt^  and 
there  was  fomething  in  tjieir  looks,  as  well 
as  their  deportment,  which  gave  me  a  fufpi- 
cion  that  they  belonged  to  the  affaffinating 
band  of  September.  . 

■  For  the  firft  two  pofts  after  leaving  Pc- 
ronne,  we  were  continually  meeting  fmall 
bodies  of  the  Gens  d*Armes  who  were 
battening  to  the  relief  of  Lille :  they  mardh 
in  a  very  ftraggling  manner.  The  battalion 
confitts  of  a  thoufand  men  ;  I  do  not  fup- 
pofe  t'.icre  was  above  two  hundred  in  a  body, 
with  the  colours.     They  cried  as  we  pafled, 
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Vive  la  nation  !  vire  la  r^ublique  t  arid  iii  * 
A  maoner  that  fufficienllj  denoted  that  if 
was  expeded  we  fhould  do  tHc  fame,  which 
we  did  accordingly ;  but  this  ceremony  be-* 
coming  a  little  fatiguing,  one  of  the  fervant* 
refrained  from  joining  in  the  cry  when  he 
was  invitedi — A  foWier  obferving  this,  feized 
the  bridle  of  his  horfe,  and  ordered  him  to 
jFcpeat  the  wordfr  j  with  which  as  the  maa 
did  not  immediately  comply,  another  le* 
veiled  his  piece,  and  -would  probably  havtf 
fired,  if  Lord  Lauderdale  had  not  darted  his 
head  out  of  the  window  of  the  carriage,  call* 
ing  out,  that  the  man  did  not  underftand 
their  language,  that  he  was  un  Anglois  ;  on 
which  the  foldier  raifed  his  mulket,  and  a  - 
young  officer  waving  his  hat  and  calling  out ' 
Vivent  lea  Anglois!  we  pafled  on*  AU. 
though  there  is  no  danger  of  a  man's  lofingf 
his  moaey  by  robbery  on  the  high-way 
when  he  travels  in  France,  he  is  in  confide- 
table  danger  of  lofing  his  life,  if  he  happenj^ 
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fiot  to  be  attentive  and  obedient  to  the  wtird 
of  command  on  occafions  like  this; 

It  was  fifty  to  one  that  this  fcrvant  wa$ 
hot  {hot  through  tlie  head^  or  thruft  through 
with  a  bayonet  for  his  tairdipefs  in  tht 
pt^tcnt  inftanee;  and  if  he  had,  fom^ 
bnp  would  have  ob(erved,  as  the  man  did 
at  Clermont,  Ceji  un  bomme  de  moins^  and 
ho  farther  notice  would  hare  been  taken  of 
the  incident 

The  whole  of  thii  battalion  confided  of 
ftou(4nen,  all  well  armed  and  well  elbthe^^but 
there  feemed  to  be  little  fubordination  among 
them;  and  I  uaderfland  that^  in  general  there 
is  left  in  thofe  regiments  which  are  formed 
t}f  Parifians  than  in  the  other  corps* 

Wheh  we  arrived  at  the  poft-houfe,  % 
teofnfiderable  number  were  caroufing  and 
iinging  fongs  in  honour  of  the  rfevolutiom 
They  fecmcd  defirdus  to  eonveffe  with  us^ 
knd  one  who  was  a  good  deal  elevated  wiiJn 
IvIm,  proclaimed  aloud  the  exploits  they 
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were  to  perform.  **  After  driving  as  Gueux  its 
^v/r/r/6/>«i,"faidhe,  '^fromLille,  we  (hallfoU 
low  them  to  Bruflels,  and  there  pafs  the  win- 
ter.** Another,  addreffing  Lord  Lauderdale, 
faid,  *'  Je  ^is  bien  que  vous  etes  Anglais, 
Morifieur,  mais  j*efpere  que  vous  n*6tes  pas. 
du  chambre  des  pairs  qui  font  tons  de  •  .  •** 
here  he  added  a  very  grofs  epithet,  in  too 
great  ufe  all  over  France. 

They  then  proceeded  on  their  march,  vo- 
ciferating certain  fongs  of  the  grofleft  na* 
ture,  and  (hamefuUy  abufive  of  the  King 
and  Queen.  Several  were  in  a  (ituation 
which  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  march  to 
Peronne  that  day.  Their  comrades,  how- 
ever, prepared  a  carriage  for  them,  which 
at  length  drove  away. 

I  afked  the  poft-mafter  if  thofe  men  were 
obedient  to  their  officers :  ^*  Comme  vous 
ites  a  moi,  Monfieur,"  anfwered  he,  "  et 
peut-^tre  pas  m^me  autant — comme  jevais 
vous  le  prouvcr  :**-~thi3  excited  my  curio- 
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fity — *^  For,"  continued  thepoft-inafter,  as  1 
Sim  |)erfuaded  that  Monjieur  is  a  man  who 
liftens  to  re^fon,  you  would  par  confequence 
comply  with  what  I  requir^^provided  it  were 
juft  and  reafonable ;  whereas  thofe.  men  ne- 
ver mind  what  their  oflicers  fay,  whether  it 
is  reafonable  or  not,** 

There  was  fomething  more  precife.and 
formal  in  this  man^s  manner  than  is  ufual 
with  Frenchmen,  which  induced  me  to  en- 
quire a  little  about  him  of  one  of  the  poftil- 
Uons ;  who  told  me  he  had  formerly  been  a 
fcIw)ol-mafter  in  a  neighbouring  village* 

He  gave  us  another  proof  of  his  power  of 
reafoning;  on  his  putting  only  two  horfes  to 
a  chaife  inftcad  of  three,  which  is  ufual,  he 
advertifei^  us  that  he  expeded  to  be  paid  for 
three.  I  hinted  that  this  did  not  feera  quite 
reafonable:  he  immediately  undertook  to 
prove  that  it  was  highly  reafonable  in  him 
to  exa^t  as  much  for  two  horfes  as  for  three, 
or,  if  any  diflference  were  to  be  made,  fome- 
C  2  .  what 
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what  more:  we  were  all  attemlon. — ^**  I  will 
have  the  honour^  Gentlemen,  refumed  ht 
with  a  folemn  air,  of  making  this  as  clear 
as  day  light*  Yoii  muft  all  kaow  that  tra- 
vellers are  often  detained  in  the  middle  of 
their  journey  by  an  accident  happening  to 
one  of  the  horfes  in  their  carriage;  but  there 
is  a  greater  chance  of  this  happening  to  one 
of  three  horfes  than  of  two/* — His  argiraient 
was  allowed  to  be  irrefiftible,  and  he  was 
paid  his  full  demand.  **  All  that  I  ever  de^ 
fire  of  any  mortal,"  faid  the  poft-mafter  as 
he  received  payment,  *'  is  that  he  will  only 
hear  me,  and  liften  to  the  voice  of  reafbn — 
but  thofe  men  who  are  juft  gone  would  do 
neither.** 

I  underftood  that  while  he  was  proving 
to  them  that  his  bill  was  very  reafonable^ 
they  had  cut  him  ihort  in  the  middle  of  his- 
argument,  and  paid  him  with  half;  defiring 
him  to  recoiled  that  fait,  which  before  the 
revolution  coft  fourteen  fols  the  pound,  was 
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now  fold  at  two^  and  that  the  price  of  to- 
bacco had  been  diminiChed  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion. 

Pari8|  O^ober  ioth« 

Having  left  our  miferaUe  quarters  a  little 
after  five  this  mornings  we  arrived  at  Paris 
about  four  in  the  aftemoonypaffing  through 
the  lines  which  have  been  forming  in  the 
plains  of  3t«  Denis*  Military  men  laugh  at 
the  idea  of  defending  fuch  a  town  as  Paris 
by  any  intrenchments  which  could  be  made 
before  the  Pruffians  come,  if  they  come  at 
all ;  and  which,  if  made,  would  require  a 
garrifon  of  a  hundred  thoufand  men,  and  all 
the  cannon  in  France  to  proteft.  The  Pa- 
rifiansy  however,  feem  pleafed  with  thefe 
intrenchments ;  particularly  the  women,  of 
whom  we  obferved  great  numbers,  with  their 
ufual  gaiety,  intermingled  with  the  work- 
men. 

Having  written  to  an  acquaintance  to  in- 
C  3  form 
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form  him  about  what  time  we  expetfted  to  be 
at  Paris,  we  drove  to  the  Hotel  des  Tuile- 
ries,  where  he  had  engaged  lodgings,  which 
were  preferred  on  account  of  their  vicinity 
to  the  Conventional  Affembly^ 

It  vnll  not  be  improper  to  mention  here 
fome  things  which  took  place  in  the  Con-- 
venrion  during  our  abfence  from  Paris,  but 
of  which  I  did  not  know  the  particulars  till 
my  return. 

One  mod  Important  objeS,  and  which 
demanded  the  early  attention  of  the  Conven- 
tion, was  to  vindicate,  as  far  as  is  poflible,  the 
French  nation  from  the  foul  ftain  of  the  late 
maflacres,  by  bringing  the  real  authors  of 
them  to  punifhment^  To  this  the  Conven- 
tion was  invoked  by  juftice,  and  prompted 
by  every  feeling  of  our  nature. — In  an  af- 
fembly  in  which  there  are  fome  clergymen> 
many  lawyers,  and,  as  I  am  told,  a^onfider- 
ablc  number  of  philofophers,  it  was  not  to  be 
fuppofed  that  a  meafure  fo  necefTary  and  fee- 
coming 
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tODung  would  be  long  delayed.  But  it  is 
ibmewhat  extfaordinary,  that  a  feaman  was 
the  firft  who  fixed  the  attention  of  the  Af» 
iembly  upon  it. 

**  II  eft  temps/'  faid  Kerfaint,  *•  d'^ever 
des  ^chafauds  pour  ceux  qui  commettent  les 
afldiliaatSy  et  pour  ceux  qui  les  provoquent, 
&(!.  ...  II  y  a  pcut-fitre  plus  de  courage 
qu*on  ne  penfe  ^  s'^lever  contre  les  aflaffins, 
mais  duflai-je  tomber  fous  leurs  coups,  je  &• 
rai  digne  de  la  confiance  de  mes  conci^ 
toyens*." 

He  then  moved  that  four  comtjiiflioners 
ihould  be  immediately  appointed  to  propofe 
jhe  mod  effectual  meafures  for  the  prevent* 
ing  and  punifhing  aflailination,   and  that 

*  It  is  full  time  to  ex^  icafiplcU  for  thofe  who.cpm« 
mil  aflaflinationsi  or  prompt  others  to  commit  them»  &c. 
.  ••  Perhaps  it  requires  more  courage  than  might  be 
imagined  to  fpeak  againft  aflaflins,  but  (hould  I  fall  the 
Ti^iim  of  their  vengeance,  I  will  ihew  my  fclf  worthy  of 
the  Gonfidence  of  my  fellow-citizens. 

C  4  their 
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dieir  plan  (iimld  be  prefeiitetf  t0  the 
Tention  the  next  d?iy, 

It  could  hardly  he  fuppofed  tha:t  fuch 
a  meafure  would  be  oppofcd.^^-^range  ail 
ihi%  apppars,  however^  it  met  With  op-- 
pofition^ 

Bazire  obferved,  that  France  was  ftill 
in  the  crifis  of  a  revolution^  and  v^ry  v/-. 
gorous  meafures  were  neceflary,— It  wa«  true, 
he  added,  that  many  fqfpeded  perfonfr 
had  been  arretted  and  puniftied  j  thofe  per- 
foDS  had  been  endeavouring  to  raife  a  pivi| 
war ;  but,  continued  he,  there  are  not  four 
men  to  be  found  in  all  Franqe  capable  tQ 
give  apian  which  can,  in  the  prefentmo* 
ment,  reconcile  the  public  intereft  with  tl^e 
rights  of  the  citizens. 

Tallien  (he  who  was  fecretary  to  the 
Council  of  the  Community  on  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember,) faid,  that  the  exifting  laws  againft 
aiTafllnation  were  fuflSicient  for  the  fafety  of 
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die  ddzens^  and  propofed  the  order  of  thf 
^Y  to  Kerfaint's  motion. 

Others  aiked  for  its  adjournment. 
To  demand  the  adjournment  of  fudi  a 
inotion,  cried  Vergniaud,  is  to  demand  im- 
punity for  aflafliis,  to  propofe  the  order 
of  the  day  is  to  propofe  anarchy — ^There 
fLTc  men,  added  he,  who  call  themfelves  rc« 
publicans,  and  are,  in  realty,  the  flaves  ot 
tyrants ;  they  fpread  fufpicions,  hatred  and 
yengeancfc  among  the  citizens — they  wKh 
fp  excite  the  f  rench  people,  like  the  fol- 
ders of  Cadmus,  to  cut  one  another*8  throatt 
^ftead  of  fighting  the  common  enemy. 

Jle  ended  an  eloqucht  fpeech  by  fupport- 
jng  Kerfaint's  motion. 

-    Coflot  d*  If  erbois  and  others  faid,  that  this 

f 
jnotion  was  intended  for  eftablifliing  a  /aw 

fif  bloody  and  that  there  were  men  in  office 

who  would  ufe  it  for  the  deftruftion  of  the 

papft  diftinguiftied  patriots. 

•  Some  of  thofe  whom  Collot  d'  Hcrbois 

ine^nt  by  the  oioft  diftin^ifhed  patriots  arc 
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jlrongly  fufpeded  of  being  the  planners  of 
the  maflacres — CoUot  d'Herbois  himfelf  is 
not  clear  of  this  fufpicion,  which  accounts 
for  the  oppofition  to  Kerfaint's  motion* 
.  Merlin  of  Thionville  oppofed  the  mo^ 
tion,  and  went  fo  far  as  to  afTerr^  that  the 
baker  who  was  murdered  by  the  mob  fpme 
months  before,  on  a  fufpidon  of  engrofling 
^ain  to  raife  the  price  of  bread,  had  been 
fturdered  on  purpofe  to  furnilh  a  pretext 
for  proclaiming  martial  law,  and  by  that 
means  to  juftify  the  troops  for  firing  on  the 
people,  which  was  then  intended,  and  rfter* 
wards  performed  in  the  Champ  de  Mars^ 
The  Queen,  from  motives  of  humanity, 
had  Ihewn  kindneft  and  generofity  to  thi^ 
man^s  widow  j — in  confequence  of  which 
the  ridiculous  falfehood,  now  mentioned 
by  Merlin,  was  invented  and  propagated. 

Kerfaint  fpoke  with  energy  againft  thofc 
^bfurd  imputations ;  and  Buzot,  with 
ilrong  and  perfpicuous  reafoning,  fhewed 
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Aat  the  propofed  law  was  not  to  flied  blood, 
but  to  prevent  blood  from  being  fhed  ;  and 
in  addition  propofed,  that  a  guard  fhould  be 
formed  from  all  the  83  departments  for  the 
immediate  proteftion  of  the  Convention, 
that  each  department  might  have  the  con- 
vidipn  that  its  deputies  could  fpeak  and 
vote  freely,  and  were  not  influenced  by  fear 
<ather  of  the  people  in  the  galleries,  or  pf 
Ac  Council  General  of  the  Community  of 
Paris,  which  had  ufurpcd  fo  much  power, 
and  had  exercifed  it  with  fo  much  ty- 
ranny. 

It  was  at  lafl:  decreed,  th^  fix  commtffi- 
oners  fliould  be  appointed  to  form  a  law 
againil  ihe  inciters  fo  murder  and  aflaflina^ 
tion,  and  alfo  to  give  ift  a  plan  for  the  for- 
mation of  a  guard  to  be  at  tlSh  difpofal  of 
the  Convention,  which  was  to  be  drawn 
from  all  the  .83  departments,  to  prevent  the 
jSpnvention  from  being  domineered  over  by 
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Ac  General  Council  of  tke  Commnne  of 
Paris  as  the  Legiflative  Aflembly  had  been* 

This  General  Council  exercifes  its  ufutped 
power  in  a  dreadful  manner :  citizens  are 
ftill  arrefted  and  imprifoned  by  orders  iflued 
by  its  members. 

Two  commiifioners  from  this  council,  de^ 
dared  at  the  eledion  of  the  deputy  at  Au* 
xerre,  that  the  Commune  of  Paris  pofleifed 
the  whole  power  of  the  State  ;  that  thofe 
chofen  as  deputies  fliould  put  their  confix 
dence  in  the  Commune»  and  not  in  th^  Na« 
tional  Aflembly,  the  minifters,  or  the  gc* 
ncrals.  / 

Commiflioners  from  the  (ame  council  ad-» 
vifed  the   inhabitants  of   Douay  to  ereft 
fcaflToIds  on  the  ramparts,  and  to  execute  all' 
who  were  of  a  diiSerent  opinion  from  them^ 
as  ariftocrats  and  traitors. 

And  two  other  commiflionen  from  that 
community  raifed  fuch  a  fpirit  of  infurrec-^ 

6  tioQ 
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4km  at  the  Eledoral  Affembly  of  Seine  and 
Marne  that  fourteen  perfons  were  murdered 
in  the  tower  of  Meaux.— --Thofe  fads  were 
announced  by  different  members  of  the  Con« 

Nothing  therefore  can  be  more  urgent  thai 
to  deprive  this  Community  of  its  ufurped 
power ;  and  for  this  purpofe  it  feems  abfp^ 
ktely  neceflary  that  the  Convention  ihould 
have  guards,  and  fuch  executive  force  at  itt 
command  as  will  overbalance  and  keep  in 
awe  the  rabble  of  the  fuburbs,  who  are  at  any 
dme  to  be  put  in  adion  by  the  influence  of 
Santerre,  and  the  money  of  another  perfon 
who  has  a  great  deal  at  his  command,  which 
he  is  faid  to  lavifh  among  the  fans-culottes  of 
the  fuburbs,  when  any  meafure  is  to  be  car- 
ried for  the  intereft  of  the  party. 

Some  time  after  this  a  moft  extraordinary 
fcene  was  exhibited  in  the  Conventional  Af- 
fembly: — Merlin  de  Thionville,  a  man  far 
more  diftinguiflied  for  zeal  than  prudence, 
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declared  that  La  Source  had  io  private  con-* 
verfation  faid,  that  there  wasttfadion  in  the 
Convention  for  eftablifhing  a  didator,  and 
he  called  on  La  Source  to  announce  who 
this  intended  dictator  was,  that  he  might  be 
inftantly  poniarded. 

La  Source,  who  muft  have  been  fomc- 
what  furprifed  to  hear  a  private,  perhaps  a 
confidential  remark,  publi(hed  in  this  man-- 
ner,  explained  what  he  had  faid  differently. 
He  faid  that  he  had  complained  of  the  ty* 
ranny  of  certain  men,  who  flatter  and  de- 
ceive the  citizens  of  Paris,  and  who  point 
out  the  beft  friends  of  the  people  as  vidims 
to  the  rage  of  affaflins  :  that  fuch  men  were 
already  didator^;  that  there  was  the  greateft 
neceflity  for  an  armed  force  to  fecure  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Convention,  and  pre-^ 
vent  it  from  being  didated  to  by  thofe  who 
had  ufurped  illegal  influence. — **  Let  thofe 
men  of  blood,  he  added,  tremble,  and  know 
that  the  fame  power  which  hurled  Lewis 
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from  his  throne^  will  not  long  fufier  the 
defpotifm  of  othersi** 

But  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  Rebecqui, 
one  of  the  deputies  for  Marfeilles,  in  direA 
terms,  accufed  the  partizans  of  Robefpierre 
of  a  defign  of  raifing  him  to  the  diaatorfliip* 

Danton,  dreading  that  this  might  draw  on 
a  difcuflion  and  produce  an  inveRrgatioa 
which  he  wifhed  to  prevent,  endeavoured 
with  fome  addiefs  to  turn  the  attention  of 
the  Aflembly  to  a  different  objed.  He 
moved  that  the  pains  of  death  fhould  be  de- 
creed on  any  perfon  who  fliould  attempt  to 
deftroy  the  unity  of  France,  by  dividing  it 
into  different  commonwealths,  bound  toge* 
ther  by  a  federative  bond,  like  the  United 
Provinces  and  the  Cantons  of  Switzerland* 
Danton  knew  that  Buzot,  Vergniaud,  Gua- 
dct,  and  others  who  were  eager  for  the  pu- 
nifliment  of  all  who  had  been  diredly  or  in% 
diredlly  concerned  in  promoting  the  murder 
of  the  prifoaers,  were  accufed  of  inclining 
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to  this  plan  6^  federative  republics,  whic^  li 
by  no  meariJ  the  x/^ifh  of  the  majority  of  the 
Convention— ^he  therefore  intended  to  inti- 
midate them  from  profecuting  the  affaffins^ 
by  holding  up  the  dread  of  being  accufe^ 
themfelves. 

Buzot,  fenfiBle  of  his  intention,  boldly  op-s 
pofcd  the  iniinuation..  "  \Vhe  is  it/*  he 
exclaimed  ^  **  that  thl  nks  of  difuniting  France  ? 
I  propofe  that  a  guard  for  the  Conventional 
Aflfembly  fliall  be  furnifhed  by  thd  83  de-' 
partmentSj  with  a  view  to  uuiori^and  there-* 
by  to  fignify  that  the  Convention  is  equally 
under  the  care  of  them  all ;  thofe  who  op-' 
pofe  this  meafure  appear  rather  to  wifli  fof 
difunion/* 

He  put  this  in  fo  clear  a  light,  that  Rtf« 
befpierre  thought  the  only  means  to  pre* 
vent  its  evidence  from  being  apparent  f o  the' 
moft  fhort-fighted  of  the  ATembly,  was  by 
overwhelming  the  argument  with  a  torrent 
of  wordsy  and  obfcuring  it  in  a  mift  of  fo- 
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phifti^,  both  df  which  this  popular  orator 
has  at  his  command. 

He  began  by  expatiating  on  his  own  pa*, 
triotifm,  on  his  incorruptibility^  and  the  fer- 
vices  he  had  nendeitd  the  date  while  he  fat 
in  the  conftituent  aflembly, — ^The  theme  was 
attradive,  but  becoming  lefs  pleafmg  to  the 
audience  than  to  the  orator  himfelf,  one  of 
the  members  called  out,  ^*  Robefpierre  veux 
tu  bien  Urmintr  cette  longue  kyntlle  j  declare 
nous  franchement  en  quatre  mots  tes  fenti- 
mens  et  non  ta  vie  paffee*."  This,  however, 
did  not  bring  him  to  give  any  explicit  an- 
fwcr  to  the  accufation  ;  he  dwelt  for  an  hour 
longer  on  the  favourite  fubjedt  with  which 
he  began,  then  launched  into  proteflations 
of  his  love  for  his  country,  and  of  the  in- 
credibility of  his  ever  forming  any  fcheme 

againft  that  freedom  for  which  he  had  fo 

» 
*  Pray  put  an  end  to  your  tedious  harangue,  and  in- 
form us,  in  two  words,  of  your  fentiments  on  the  point 
in  queilion^  and  not  of  all  your  paft  life. 
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long  ftrugglcd ;  and  finifhed  by  declaring 
his  fufpicidns  that  there  were  among  their 
body,  thofc  who  watched  an  opportunity  of 
dividing  France,  and  then  combining  it  into 
federate  ilates ;  and  therefore  he  Seconded 
Danton's  motion* 

Barbar0ux,a  young  man,  and  deputy  from 
Marfeilles,  in  fupport  of  what  his  colleague 
Rebecqui  had  aflerted,  declared,  that  on  his 
arrival  at  Paris,  it  had  been  infmnated  to 
him  by  certain  intimates  of  Robefpierre,  and 
particularly  by  Panis,  that  in  the  prefent 
emergency  there  was  a  neceffity  for  uniling 
under  fonie  perfon  of  great  popularity,  in 
whom  a  power  equal  to  that  of  the  Roman 
dictators  fliould  be  placed  for  a  certaia 
time;  and  that  Robefpierre,  from  his  known 
patriotifm  and  popularity,  was  the  propereft 
perfon  they  could  fix  upon  for  that  office. 

Panis  endeavoured  To  defend  himfelf  by 
faying  that  Earbaroux  had  aflTitredly  either 
xniftaken  his  words  or  meaning. — **  Is  it 
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po&ble,**  added  he,  wiflimg  to  conciliate  bis 
accufer,  *^  that  Barbaroux,  Whom  I  love,  be- 
caufe  I  know  him  to  be  a  good  patriot,  can 
believe  I  ever  meant  fuch  a  thing  ?'*  : 

This  manner  of  denying  fuch  a  chargd 
forms  a  ftrong  prefumption  of  its  truth  j 
for  a  man  would  hardly  fpeak  in  fuch 
terms  of  another,  who  accufed  him  falfely 
of  fo  dangefous  an  offence. 

Barbaroux,  however,  was  not  to  be  foft- 
cned,  but  perfifted  in  the  charge*  "  Who^ 
befides  yourfclf,"  cried  Panis,  "  can  witnefa 
that  I  ever  made  fuch  a  propofal  l^ 

"  I  can,  cried  Rebecqui,*^  •*  for  I  heard 
you/'  This  fcemed  to  difconcert  both  Pania 
and  Robefpierre,  and  to  filence  and  con- 
found the  whole  party,  till  Marat,  thinks 
ing  the  exigenfcy  worthy  df  his  intrepidity 
of  countenance,  afce^defl  the  tribune.  He 
BO  fooner  appeared  thin  murmurs  and  exe- 
cratiofia  arofe  iaeverypornerof  the  Aflcmbly* 
••  It  would  appear/*  faid.fce,  without 
D  2  any 
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any  mark  of  emotion,  ^'  that  fome  in  this 
Affcmbly  are  my  perfooal  enemies." 

**  All !  all !  we  are  all  your  enemies  !*'  re- 
founded  from  every  quarter. 

He  lamented  the  general  delufion  with 
the  accent  of  regret,  and  then  aflfuming  an 
air  of  courage,  with  a  full  fwell  of  voice,  he 
declared  that  he,  and  he  only,  had  conceived 
the  idea  of  appointing  a  dictator ;  that  he  had 
mentioned  it  to  feveral,  fome^of  whom  may 
have  repeated  it,  but  that  the  thought  was 
originally  his  own«     That,  convinced  aa  he 
had  long  been  of  the  plots  of  a  perfidious 
court,  and  as  he  ftill  was  of  the  treafons  of 
many  citizens,  he  thoi^ht  the  exigency  of 
the  times  required  that  the  dire^on  of  the 
public  affiurs  fhould  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  an  honeft  and  determined  man,  an  en* 
lightened  patriot,  who,  without  fear  or  ref— 
ped  of  perfons,  would  apply  the  axe  ofjuftice 
to  the  necks  of  the  guilty. ^^^^  Such  is  my  own 
opinion,''  continued  he  ;  ^^  I  have  publifhed 

it. 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(    37    ) 

It,  and  if  yoqr  ideas  have  not  foared  to  the 
height  of  mine,  fo  much  the  worfe  for 
you.'^ 

Such  an  inflated  declaration  ifTuing  from 
a  little  dirty  mortal,  whofe  murky  vifage 
icarce  overlooked  the  tribune,  turned  the  in- 
dignation of  the  Aflembly  into  mirth,  and 
many  of  the  members  burft  into  laughter. 

But  Vergniaud  reftored  the  gravity  of  the 
Aflembly,  by  bringing  forward  a  very  extra- 
ordinary x:ircumflance,  v^hich  points  out* 
pretty  plainly  thofe  to  whom  the  maflacres 
of  the  prifoncrs,  not  only  in  Paris,  but  in 
every  other  part  of  France  where  they  took 
place,  are  to  be  attributed* 

He  then  read  a  letter  figned  by  certain 
members  of  the  council  of  the  Commune  de 
Paris,  which  had  been  tranfmitted  to  all  the 
municipalities  .t>f  France,  immediately  after 
the  flaughter  of  the  prifonei^  at  Paris  in  the 
beginning  of  September. 

This  letter  is  of  fo  very  finguiar  a  nature, 
D  3    ^  that 
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that  I  thint  it  proper   to  tr4nfcribc  th« 
whole* 

Freres  et  amis,  un  affrcux  complot  tram^. 
par  la  Cour  pour  egorger  tous  les  Patriotes 
de  rempire  Fraii9ois,  compl6t  dans  lequej 
lin  grand  nombre  dc  'membres  de  rAflem- 
bl6e  Natioriale  font  compromis,  ayantre- 
duit,'  le  9  du  mois  dernier,  Ut  Comrmine  de 
Paris  k  la  cruelle  necefliic  de  fe  fervir  dfe  la 
pniffalice  du  peuple  pour  fauver  la  Nation, 
clle  n*4  rien  neglige  pour  bicn  mcritcr  de.  la 
patrie, 

Apres  les^  temoignages  que  rAflcmblee 
Natioiiale  venoit  de  lui  donner  elle-meme, 
cut  on  penfe  que  des-lors  des  nouveaux  corn- 
plots  fe  tramoient  dans  le  iilence,  et  qu'ils 
cclatoient  dans  le  moment  meme,  ou  rAflem- 
blee  Natioriale,  oubliant  qu'elle  venoit  de 
declarer  que  la  Commune  de  Paris  avoit 
faUv^  la  patrie,  s'empreiToit  de  la  deftituer, 
pour  prix  de  fon  briiiant  civifme  ? 

Fierfe  ?fc  jouir  de  toute  la  plenitude  de  la 

^  confiancc 
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confiance  nationale  qu'elle  s'efForcera  dc  m6- 
riter  de  plus  en  plus,  placee  au  foyer  de  toutcs 
les  confpiradons,  et  dcterminee  a  perir  pour 
le  falut  public,  elle  ne  fe  glorifiera  d'avoir 
rempli  pleinetueat  fes  devoirs  que  lorfqu'ellc 
auraobtenu  votre  approbation,  qui  eft  Tobjet 
de  tous  fes  voeux  et  dont  elle  ne  fera  certainc 
qu'apr^s  que  tous  les  departcmens  auront 
fanStionni  fes  piefures  pour  le  falut  de  la  chofc 
tubllque  ;  et  profeffant  les  principes  de  la  plus 
parfaite  egalite,  n  ambitionnant  d'autre  pri^ 
vilegc  que  celui  de  fc  prefenter  la  premiere 
alabreche,  die  s'emprefTera  de  fe  remettre 
au  niveau  de  la  Commune  la  moins  nom- 
breufe  de  rempire^  ^h  qu'il  n'y  aura  plus 
rien  a  redouter. 

Prevenue  que  des  hordes  des  barbares 
s'avancent  contre  elle,  la  Commune  de  Paris 
fe  hate  d'inforraer  fes  freres  de  tous  les  de- 
partcmens, qu*une  partie  des  confpirateurs 
feroces,  detenus  dans  les  prifons,  a  ere  mife  % 
fporcpar  le  ^tw^X^yaSlesdejuflice  quiluioniparn 
P  4  iridi/penfqbl^s 
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indifpenfables  pour  retenir  par  la  terr^ur  lc8 
legions  de  traitres  caches  dans  fes  murs,  au 
moment  ou  il  alloit  marcher  a  Tcnncmi ;  et 

fans  douie  la  nation^  apres  la  longue  fuite 

de  trahifons  qui  Ta  conduite  fur  Ics  bords 

de  Tabyme,  semprejfera  d* adopter  ce  moyen 

Ji  utile  et  Ji  necejfa/re^  et  tous  les  Fran9ois  fc 

dirontjCommelesParificns:  Marchons  a  Ten- 

nemi,  vicjts  ne  laijfonspar  denier e  fwus  ces  bri- 

p-ands  pour  ^gorger  nosfemmes  et  nos  enfans. 

Signed  Pierre  Duplain,  Jourdeuil, 

Panis,  Sergent,  L*enfant, 

Marat  l*Ami   du  Peuple, 

Le  Clerc,  Dufortre  &c.  &c. 

Adminiftrators  of  the    Committee    of  the 

Public  Safety.  * 

The 

♦  Brethren  and  friends,  a  horrid  plot,  planned  by 
ihe  Court,  to  murder  all  the  patriots  of  the  French  em- 
pire \  a  plot  in  which  a  great  number  of  the  National 
Aflembly  were  engaged,  having,  on  the  ninth  of  laft 
month,  forced  the  Commune  de  Paris  to  the  cruel  nc- 
ceflity  of  making  ufe  of  the  power  of  the  people  to 

favc 
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The  moral  of  this  virtuous  epiftle  is  cvl'» 
dent — If  you  have  any  regard  for  your  coun« 

try, 

fave  the  nation,  the  Commune  has  neglected  nothing 
for  the  fcrvice  of  the  country. 

After  the  approbation  which  the  National  Aflcmblf 
itfelf  bcftowed  on  the  Commune,  could  it  have  been 
imagined  that  new  plots  were  projefting  in  filence,whlch 
broke  forth  at  the  moment  when  the  National  Aflera- 
bly,  forgetting  that  fhc  had  declared  that  the  Commune 
de  Paris  had  faved  the  country,  haftened  to  diflblve 
that  very  Comn)unity  ac  a  rccompence  for  all  its  faith- 
ful fervices. 

Proud  of  poflefling  the  full  confidence  of  the  Nation, 
which  we  arerefolyed  to  defcrvc  more  and  more;  placed 
ia  the  centre  of  all  the  confpicacics,  and  determined  to 
perifli  in  defence  of  die  public,  wp  cannot  boafl  of  hav- 
ing entirely  fulfilled  our  duty  till  wc  fhall  obtain  your 
approbation,  which  is  the  objefl  of  all  our  wiflics,  and  of 
which  we  cannot  be  certain  till  all  the  Departments 
hzvc/ancJioned  our  meafuresfcr  the  public  fafety.  Profeff- 
Jng  principles  of  the  moft  perfect  equality,  wilhing  no 
pther  privilege  but  that  of  prefenting  ourfelves  the  firft 

at  the  breach,  we  will  put  ourfelves  on  a  level  with  the 

fmaUcft 
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tiy,  or  any  tendernefs  for  your  wives  and 
children^  you  will  cut  the  throats  of  all  your 
prifoncrs  as  foon  as  you  conveniently  can. 

What  an  infernal  letter !  and  what  render* 
it  ftill  more  atrocious,  is  its  being  delibe- 
rately written  by  nqien  m  the  char^^cr  of 
magiftrates^ 

finalleft  municipality  in  the  Nation,  as  foon  as  the  dan? 
gers  which  now  tlireaten  the  country  are  paft. 

Informed  that  bands  of  barbarians  are  advancing,  the 
Commune  de  Paris  haftens  to  acquaint  all  the  depart* 
ments,  that  part  of  thofe  furious  confpirators  detained  in 
the  prifons  of  Paris  have  been  put  to  death  by  the  peo- 
ple J  an  aEl  ofjuflicc  which  feemedindtj^enf able  tojlrih  ter^ 
ror  into  the  breads  of  thofe  legions  of  traitors  hid  within 
her  walls,  at  the  time  when  the  citizens  were  about  to 
march  againft  the  enemy.  And  no  doubt  the  Nation, 
after  that  long  fucceffion  of  treafons  which  have  brought 
her  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  will  haflen  to  adopt  a  meafure 
fo  ufeful  and  neceffary ;  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  France 
will  fay,  like  the  PariGans :  Let  us  march  againft  the 
enemy,  but  let  us  not  leave  behind  us  a  band  of  villains  to 
murder  our  wives  and  children^ 
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It  might  naturally  be  expected  that  the 
^reading  of  this  invitation  to  mt^rder  ftiould 
have  filled  the  Affembly  with  fo  much  indig-' 
»ation,  that  a  d^ree  of  accufation  would 
have  been  immediately  paffed  againft  Panij 
and  the  reft*     It  produced  hovv^evcr  only 
ne¥r  clamours  and  cortfufion,  with  an  outcry 
from  one  part  of  the  hall  for  the  order  of  th^ 
day. — At  laft  Coutbon  propofed  that  they 
Ihould  turn  their  attention  from  accufations' 
figainft  individuals  to  the  more  important 
exigencies  of  the  ftate :  this  was  fupported 
by  all  thqfe  who  dreaded  any  inquiry  or  in- 
yeftigation  refpe£ting  the  promoters  of  the 
jnaffacres  j  and  thofe  who  had  been  at  firft 
inclined  to  that  meafure  being  fatigued,  6r 
perhaps  afraid  to  perfift,  the  order  of  the 
day  was  agreed  to-^— On  which  Marat,  who 
remained  in  the  tribune,  pulled  a  piftol  from 
his  pocket,  which  having  held  to  his  head,  he 
faid,  **  1  now  declare  to  you,  citizens,  that  if 
jhe  fury  which  has  been  difplayed   on  this 
A  occafioa 
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cx:ca(ioQ  had  carried  you  the  length  of  a 
decree  of  aceufation  againft  mc>  I  fhould 
have  blown  my  brains  out '  before  your 
facps,*'  What  he  meant  by  this  I  kqow  not^ 
vnlefs  it  was  to  veif  the  Aflembly  on  being 
^ifappointed  of  fo  defirable  an  event. 

Next  to  the  difqr^erly  conduifJ;  of  fome  of 
the  members  themfelves,  nothing  difgracea 
the  National  Aflembly  fo  njuch  as  the  info- 
lence  of  the  jiudi^nce  in  the  galleries — How 
could  a^y  court  or  any  ?iflcmbly  qf  men  fuprr 
port  dignity,  if  i^  was  expofed  to  be  ap- 
plauded or  hooted  according  to  the  opinions 
©r  caprice  of  thofe  admitted  to  hear  their  de-r 
bates  ?  There  is,  it  is  true,  a  decree  againft  all 
noifes  and  figns  of  approbation  or  difappror 
bation;  but  notwithftandiqg  its  being  broken 
every  day,  noboody  has  ever  been  punif^ie^ 
on  that  account. 

^  The  majority  of  the  Convention  have  a 

great  defire  that  a  ftridl  inveRigation  fhould 

be  made  into  the  ma^acres,  that  the  protpo- 
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ttn  of  them  may  be  punifhed  in  the  mod 
exemplary  manner ;  and  the  fame  majority 
are  equally  foUcitous  to  have  an  armed  forc^ 
at  the  command  of  the  CkMwention  decreed 
and  eftabliihedt     But  I  imagine  they  have 
dirown  a  great  obflacle  in  the  way  of  obtain- 
ing the  laft  of  thefe  obje^s^  by  manlfeft-* 
iog  a  defign  topurfue  the  firft.  They  would 
have  fhewn   more  policy  if  they  had  faid 
nothing  of  the  one  till  they  had  fecured  the 
other*     A  confiderable  number  of  membert 
of  the  Convention  itfelf  are  fuppofed  to  bf 
confcious  of  being  diredlv  or  indiredly  in-» 
volved  in  that  horrid  bufincfs  ;  they  fee  their 
own  ruin  infuch  an  inveftigation,  and  there- 
fore will  oppofe  it  by  every  means'  in  thtix 
power.  What  means  have  they  in  their  pow- 
er fince  a  majority  of  the  Convention  is  for 
the  meafure  ?  They  cannot  objcd  to  a  law 
againft  aflaillnation,  and  for  the  punifhment 
of  murder ;  but,  knowing  what  ufe  is  imme- 
diately to  be  made  of  the  armed  force,  they. 
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Will  raift  obgeaions  to  that  being  tftablifhecf) 
ao<i  till  fuch  a  force  Is  eftabliihed,  theirfriendd 
in  the  fuburb*  will  be  able  to  protcfl  the  au-* 
thors  of  the  maflacres*  In  fliort,  the  minority 
in  the  Convention,  at  the  head  of  which  iare 
Dapton  and  Robefpierre,  already  have  an 
armed  force  at  their  command,  in  the  adive 
citizens  of  the  fuburbe ;  and  will  in  all  pro-* 
bability  ufe  every  means,  and  they  are  not 
fuppofed  to  be  fo  fcrupulous  as  their  rivals 
in  the  means'they  employ,  to  prevent  any 
other  armed  force  from  being  cftabliihed. 

The  fituation  of  the  generals  who  com* 
mand  the  armies  of  France  at  prefent  is  dis- 
agreeable in  many  refpeftsj  but  particularly 
in  their  being  under  the  control,  and  ex* 
pofed  to  the  cenfure  of  men  who  are  na 
judges  of  their  military  abilities,  and  ex- 
tremely liable  to  prejudice  and  fufpicion.— 
Nothing  can  be  more  detrimental  to  the  in- 
tercft  of  the  ftate,  than  that  thofe  men  who 
are  rifquing  their  lives  in  the  public  fervice^ 
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and  peforming  their  duty  with  fidelity  td 
their  country^  ihould  be  expofed  to  csdumny, 
and  furrounded  with  fijfpicion,  the  tenden* 
cy  of  whidi  muft  be  to  difcourage  their 
minds,  cool  their  zeal,  and  difturb  all  their 
operations. 

Talien,  a  young  man  who  was  fccrctary 
to  the  municipality  of  Paris,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Convention,  made  an  attack 
lately^  in  that  Aflembly,  on  General  Mon- 
tefquiou,  who  commands  the  army  in  Savoy^ 
— ^He  accufed  him  of  being  tainted  with 
ariftocracy,  and  added,  which  was  a  pretty 
bold  affertlon  for  a  man  who  was  bred  a 
clerk,  that,  in  his  opinion^  the  general  was 
deficient  in  military  abilities,  and  there* 
fore  he  moved  that  he  Ihould  be  deprived 
of  his  command. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  much  atten- 
tion wQuld  have  been  paid  to  Talien's  judg- 
ment of  the  abilities  of  a  general  officer, 
had  he  not  been  a  creature  of  Danton's,  and 
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iuppofed  to  ad  under  his  diredion— His 
propofal,  therefore,  was  fupported  by  others, 
who  were  for  paffing  a  decree  that  General 
Montefquiou  had  loft  the  confidence  of  the 
nation. 

La  Riviere  obferved,  that  as  it  might  ' 
occafion  difquietude  to  other  generals,  if  one 
of  their  brethren  was  to  be  caihiered  with 
(o  little  ceremony,  it  might  be  reafonable  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  examine  a  little 
into  Montefquiou*s  condudl  in  the  firft 
place,  and  defer  the  punifhment  till  it  fhould 
appear  that  he  deferved  it. 

This  obfervation  in  fafour  of  the  general 
was  made  in  fuch  very  guarded  terms,  that 
one  would  hardly  think  it  could  have  given 
offence  even  to  his  bittercft  enemy. — Billaud 
de  Varennes,  however,  faid  in  reply,  that  it 
was  not  furprifmg  that  the  fame  perfon 
Ihould  defend  Montefquiou,  who  had  for* 
merly  defended  the  condudt  of  La  Fayette. 
In  the  prefent  circumftanccs,  this  infmuation 
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blight  have  been  very  hurtful  to  La  Riviere; 
he  therefore  afcended  the  tribune  with  pre- 
fcipitation,  and  declared  that  he  was  one,  of 
the  224  members  of  the  Legiflative  Affem- 
bly  who  had  on  the  8  th  of  Auguft  Voted 
againft  La  Fayette  ;  that  what  Billaud  had 
faid  was  falfe  and  calumnious,  and  required 
that  he  ihould  be  called  to  order,  and  cent* 
fured  as  a  calumniator  by  the  prefident. 

"  Called  to  order !  for  what  ?"  cried 
banton*  **  In  the  fenate  of  Rome  Bmtus 
and  Cato  boldly  fpoke  out  thofe  plain  truths 
which  we  from  the  pufillanimity  of  our 
manners  evade  as  perfonalities  j  for  my  part 
1  am  refolved  to  aacufe,  without  circumlo- 
cution, every  perfon  whofe  condudl  1  think 
fufpicious*'' 

Although  it  may  be  granted  that  Billaud 
and  Danton  have  as  great  a  rcfemblance  to 
Brutus  and  Cato  as  the  Convention  has  to 
the  Roman  fenate,  yet  ftill  there  is  a  dif- 
ference between  the  bold  truths  of  the  latter, 
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smd  the  bold  falfehoods  of  the  former  ;  (be 
comparifon  therefore  is  not  quite  appofite. 

Danton  however  infifked  upon  Genera! 
Montefquiou's  being  deprived  of  his  com- 
mand, for  which  he  nrged  two  additional 
reafons ;  one,  that  when  the  public  fafety 
is  in  danger,  it  is  fiifficient  that  a  general  is. 
fufpe^ed :  the  other,  added  he,  is, .  **  qu'il 
faut  nous  montrer  terribles  ;  c^eft  du  carac- 
tere  qu'il  faut  pour  foutenir  la  liberty  */' 

This  is  certainly  the  charader  that  Dan- 
ton  has  uniformly  fupportcd  fince  the  loth 
of  Auguft,  which  tends  to  ftrengthcn  fome 
fufpicions  of  a  terrible  nature,  indeed,  wbich 
are  harboured  againft  him. 

The  propofed  decree  was  pafied,  that 
General  Montcfquiou  fliould  be  deprived 
of  his  command,^ 

What  renders  Montcfquiou  obnoxious  ta 
fome  leading  inembers  in  the  GDnvention^ 

*  That  wc  may  appear  terrible;   fuch  is  the  chv 
rafter  lequifitc  for  fupporting  the  caufc  of  liberty. 
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()oe^  him  honmir  In  the  ejes  of  ioipaitial 
people — he  ftrcnuoufly  oppofed  the  peti- 
tions for  the  decheance  of  the  King,  and 
was  for  fupporting  him  in  the  exercife 
of  the  veto  which  the  conftitiition  gave 
him.  He  v\ras  alfo  accufed  by  Bazire  of 
having  fald  at  the  extraordinary  coHlmiffion, 
that  if  they  fufpended  the  King's  authority, 
they  ran  the  rifk  of  being  abandoned  by 
the  army;  it  is  alfo  imagined  that  he  wiflbea 
to  behave  with  more  mildnefs  to  the  Gene* 
vois  than  is  agreeable  to  certain  people  in 
jpower.  But  what  will  prove  more  in- 
jurious to  Montefquiou  than  all  thefe  char* 
ges,  is,  that  Danton  is  his  enemy. 

It  muft  have  been  very  mortifying  to 
t)anton,  and  the  other  enemies  of  this^gen- 
tleman,  when  the  news  arrived  a  little  after 
their  decree,  that  he.  had  already  entered 
Savoy,  and  was  proceeding  with  ,the  moft 
triumphant  fuccefs. — He  concludes  his  lettet 
to  the  minifter  of  war  with  the  following 
words*     "  Je  vous  rends  grace,  Monfieur, 
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de  m^avoir  procure  ccttc  maniere  6c  fc^ 
pondre  a  la  calomme ;  c'efl  ainfi  que  j'aime-^ 
rai  toujours  a  la  repouflcr*/' 

The  frjcuds  of  General  Montefquiou 
feized  this  opportunity  of  moving  that  the 
decree  againft  him  fhould  be  recalled. 

His  enemies  oppofed  this. 

Manuel  feconded  the  motion  which  wag 
firft  made  by  Lacroix,  adding,  that  he  hoped 
they  would  recal  this  decree  without  lofs  of 
time,  left  Montefquiou,  by  gaining  a  new 
vidory,  flaould  put  tliem  ftill  more  in  the 
wrong,  Danton,  perceiving  the  tide  flowing 
in  favour  of  Montefquiou,  and  being  un- 
able to  turn  It  entirely  againft .  him,  pro- 
pofed  that  the  Aflembly  fhould  extend  the 
power  of  the  commilfioners  that  were  fcnt 
to  his  army,  by  leaving  it  to  their  judgment 

to  deprive  the  general  of  his  command,  or 

(  . 

*  I  return  you  thanks,  Sir,  for  having  put  it  ki  my 
power  to  make  this  kind  of  anfwer  to  calumry;  I 
(houid  wilh  to  repel  her  attacks  aliray  ir  th^  fame 
manner. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(    53    3 

€0  continue  him  in  it^  as  they  might  thiink 
ei^pedieqt.  Danton  had  before  given  'a 
more  extenfive  commiflion  to  an  officer 
of  Mpntefquiou's  army,  namely,  to  watch 
the  conduif^  of  the  general,  and,  if  he  ihouI4 
make  one  retrograde  movement,  to  fhoot  him 
through  the  head, 

Genfonne,  with  much  reafon,  fhewed 
the  impropriety  of  the  Aflembly^s  allowing 
the  execution  of  their  decrees  to  depend  on 
the  judgment  of  any  but  themfelves;  and  it 
was  obferved  by  Couthon,  that  the  nation 
had  given  to  the  Convention  the  right  of 
making  decrees,  but  not  the  power  of  deler 
gating  that  right  to  others.  On  which 
Danton,  pufhing  prejudice  and  want  of 
candour  as  far  as  poflible, exclaimed;  "  They 
lay  that  NJontefquiou  has  gained  a  viftory, 
.  but  I  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  viifiories : 
are  not  gained  by  a  fiugle  man — the  viftory 
was  gained  by  the  French  army."    * 

This  argument  certainly  does  prove  that 

Montefquiou  has  no  better  title  to  his  vic- 

E  3  tory 
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tory  in  Savoy,  than  Hannibal  liad  to  that  « 
Cannae,  orCaefar  to  the  viGtovy  at  Pharfalia, 

Danton  perfifted  in  his  motion;  zU 
though,  he  added,  that  it  was  poflible  that  an 
old  courtier,  like  Montefquiou,  feeing  the 
fuccefs  which  attended  the  army  of  the  re^ 
public  in  all  quarters,  might  at  laft  refolve  to 
'   adhere  to  it. 

It  was  decided,  however,  according  to 
the  propofal  of  Genfonne,  that  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laft  decree  againft  Monteftjuiou 
fliould  be  fufpended. 

I  know  not  whether  the  continued  fuc^ 
cefs  which  attends  General  Monte  fquiou, 
.  will  finally  overcome  the  envy  and  malice 
of  his  enemies;  but,  in  a  third  letter,  which 
came  foon  after  jhe  fecond,  he  announces 
the  redudlion  of  all  Savoy,  from  the  Lake 
of  Geneva  to  Mount  Cenis  :  the  progrefs  of 
his  troops,  he  fays,  refembles  a  triumphant 
proccffion  more  than  the  march  of  an  army; 
the  inhabitants  of  towns  and  villages  flock 
to  him  with  congratulations,  and  tlie  three-t 
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coloured  ribbon  in  their  hatsj  and  adds, 
that  the  minds  of  the  people  feem '  difpofeH 
toa  revolution  like  that  of  France;  and  that 
the  propofal  had  been  already  mad^  of  fori  • 
ing  SaToy  into  an  84th  department  of  France. 
On  tranfmitting  Montcfquiou's  letter  to 
the  Convention,  Servan,  the  war  minifter, 
wrote  to  the  prefident,  that,  as  the  expedi- 
fion  into  Savoy  had  rendered  that  country 
free,  it  was  worthy  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic to  folemnife  fo  happy  an  event  by  or- 
dering the  hymn  of  tMe  Marfeillois  to  h^ 
performed  in  the  Square  of  the  Revolution, 
with  the  utmoft  magnificence,  by  vocal  and 
inftrumental  mufic.  He  adds,  *^  que  ce  chant 
patriotique,  expreflion  fidelle  des  fentimens 
Francois,  retentifie  dans  tout  V  empire,  que 
no8  voifins  V  entendent,  ct  qu'il  devienirt' 
a  jamais,  Tefpoir  des  peuples,  et  la  terreur 
des  tyrans  */' 

After 

•  Let  that  patriotic  fong,  the  faithful  cxpretSon  of 

the  ientknents  o£  France,  refound  aU  over  the  nation ; 
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After  General  KcHermann  bad  given  th^ 
firft  check  to  the  Pruffians  oti  the  joth  of 
September,  be  wrpte  to  Servan  for  liberty 
to  celebrate  a  Te  Deum  in  his  cajnp,  on  aci» 
count  of  that  important  affair* — **  The  fong 
of  the  Marfeillois,"  replied  the  minifter,  "  is 
the  Te  Deunf  of  the  f  rench  republic  ;  let  U 
be  perfqrmed  by  the  mufiQ  of  your  sgrmy^ 
and  fupg  by  the  foldiers/' 

In  both  inftapces  3erv»n'fi  proppfal  w^ 
adopted, 

To  fubftitute  a  profane  fong  in  preference 
to  a  religious  rite,  it  might  be  imagined, 
would  give  gr^at  offence :  fuch  a  p^^opofal 
frpm  the  parliament  to  their  army  in  the  tin^c 
of  the  Englifh  republic,  wo.uld  h^^ve  pro- 
(luced  a  mutiny  and  have  fhocl?;ed  thp  who^e 
jaation.  It  h^id  po  fuch  effe^  in  the  prefept 
inftance  in  prance,  where  religious  zeal  is 
wonderfully  extinguifhed  J  and  an  enthuf^-, 

may  it  be  hc^rd  by  all  the  neighbouring  countries  \ 
and  may  it  become  the  hope  of  the  peopb^,  and  the 
terror  of  tyrai^t^ ! 
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idTm  of  another  kind  glows  in  its  flead^  tHe 
enthufiafm  of  Liberty,  what  they  call  Q- 
1  yifme,  in  which  an  attachment  to  the  pre- 
fent  government,  and  an  abhorrence  of  mo- 
narchy, are  included. 

This  is  profeiTed  with  as  much  odentation 
and  apparent  zeal  as  evfer  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion  was^  in  the  mod  fuperftitious 
times ;  for,  although  the  puniihment  witli 
which  a  Want  of  civifqie  is  attended,  is  not 
fo  durable  as  that  pronounced  againft  the 
irreligious,  it  is  more  immediate  j  which,  oii 
the  generality  of  mankind,  h^s  full  as  great 
an  effed.  Civifme,  like  religion,  produces 
both  enthufiafts  and  hypocrites :  the  former 
detefl  and  abominate  a  king  and  nobility,  as 
much  as  their  zealous  forefathers,  two  cen- 
turies ago,  abominated  the  devil  and  his  an- 
gels ;  and  they  are  as  zealous  perfecutors  of 
every  deviation  from  the  orthodox  creed  of 
civifme,.  as  their  predeccflbrs  were  of  herefy. 
The  enthufiafts  are  chiefly  among  the  poor ; 
the  hypocrites  ampng  the  rich :   many  of 

whom 
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whom  are  juft  fiich  republicans  in  France, 
as  the  Jews  are  Chriftians  in  Portugal. 

-Immediately  after  Montefquiou's  letter 
had  been  read  in  the  convention,  Bancal, 
one  of  the  deputies  for  the  department  du 
Puy-de-Dome,  put  the  Convention  in  mind, 
that  the  Conftituent  Aflembly  had  by  a  fo- 
lemn  decree  renounced  every  idea  of  con- 
queft  J  and  therefore  he  very  wifely  moved 
that  the  Convention,  faithful  to  that  facred 
principle,  ought  to  rejedl  the  propofal  of 
ereding  Savoy  into  an '84th  department  of 
•  Fraticc,  and  fcould  order  it  to  be  proclaimed 
all  over  Savoy,  that  France  renounces,  conw 
queft,  and  defires  no  extenfion  of  territory. 

This  motion,  equally  juft  and  politic, 
wa6  oppofed :  it  was  faid,  France  has  not 
given  a  temporary  freedom  to  a  country, 
that  it  may  again  fall  under  the  yoke  of  its 
former  tyrant.  She  ought  to  agree  to  the 
gmerous  wifhes  of  the  people  (he  has  freed, 
by  accepting  their  union,  and  extending  the 
empire  of  Liberty  as  far  as  poffible.  •*  AH 
8  Europe/* 
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Europe,^  faid  a  member,  **  will  gradualljr 
join  you,  and  all  Europe  will  be  like  one 
family. — ^Thc  people  of  every  nation  will 
be  your  friends,  and  you  will  have  no  ene* 
mies  but  kings — you  cannot  furely  refufe 
fuch  a  fublime  idea.^' 

A  flourifh  of  this  kind  might  be  applauded 
in  a  difputing  club,  or  might  perhaps  be  ad- 
mired in  a  vifionary  declaimer  on  politics ; 
but  it  was  hardly  to  be  imagined  that  fuch 
fentiments  would  make  any  impreflion  on 
an  aflembly  of  Icgiflators,  where  pra^ical 
knowledge  and  fober  good  fenfe  prefided.  It 
was  hardly  to  be  expeded  that  thofe  fine 
words  would  not  be  conftrued  by  all  Europe 
into  an  abfolute  renunciation  of  the  decree 
againft  conqueft,  and  really  meant  that  the 
new  republic  intended,  under  a  pretence  of 
fpreading  liberty,  to  overturn  every  govern* 
ment,  and  fubdue  every  nation  around. 

Jean  Baptifle  Lou  vet,  notwithftanding  the 
applaufe  which  was  very  liberally  bellowed 
00  the  fentiments  above  mentioned,  had  the 

firmnefs 
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firmncfs  and  good  fcnfe  to  declare,  that* 
tirithout  renouncing  one  of  the  wifeft  de- 
crees of  the  cqnftituent  aflembly,  they  could 
.  not  interfere  in  the  government  of  any  other 
country ;  that  they  could  not,  without  in* 
fringing  the  mod  facred  right  of  the  people 
of  Savoy,  pr^fs  upon  them  the  conftitutioa 
which   France    might   affume  for  herfelfl 
How  did  they  know  ths^t  the  coaftitution 
which  was  expedient  for  France,  v^as  alfp 
expedient  for  Savoy?  and  if  expedient,  how 
did  they  know  that  the  Savoyard^  at  the  bot- 
tom of  their  hearts  chpfe  it  ?-^"  That  whicji 
is  effentially  juft,"  Louvet  continued,  **  \s 
for  the  moft  part  found  policy.     Let  it  be 
fdlemnly  declared  to  all  the  people  whp  (hall 
be,  I  will  not  fay  fubdued,  but  freed  by 
your  arms,  that  they  may  choofe  to  thetn- 
felves  what    form    of    government    they 
pleafe,  that  their  laws  fhall  be  of  their  owo 
making,  that  you  not  only  wi(h  to  give 
them  freedom,  but  freedom  in  the  mode 
which  they   themfelves  prefer. — *'   I    aqi 

convinced,'* 
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convinced,'*  added  he,  •*  that  in  Brabant, 
whither  your  armies  intend  to  march,,  there 
exift  ftrong  prejudices  againfl  fome  of  your 
laws,  and  your  conflitution  in  general ; 
prejudices  which  it  will  require  many  years 
to  eradicate,  and  which  will  render  you 
more  odious  in  their  eyes  than  their  prefent 
matter,  if  you  attempt  to  force  your  confti** 
tution  upon  them.  It  is  as  expedient,  there* 
fore,  as  equitable,  to  declare  the  complete  in« 
dependence  of  every  country  into  which  you 
carry  freedom." 

Danton,  in  anfwer  to  this,  faid,  that  they 
had  affuredly  the  right  to  declare  to  every 
fuch  country,  that  it  fhould  never  more  be 
governed  by  a  king :  that  if  the  people 
were  fo  abfurd  as  to  defire  a  government 
contrary  to  their  intereft,  it  fhould  not  be 
allowed :  that  the  National  Convention  of 
France  Ihould  be  a  commit Ue  of  infurreSllon 
a^injl  all  the  kings  in  the  unrverfe. 

Nothing  can  be  imagined  more  mad  than 
7  t^i* 
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thw  Jiropofition^  the  tcildeiicy  ot  whick  k 
to  force  all  the  monarch^  ia  Europe^  in  fel& 
defcace  to  make  war  on  the  Republic :  what 
private  view  Danton  has  in  this,  I  do  not 
know,  but  it  evidently  goes  to  the  ruin  of 
frince* 

The  Aflembly,  however,  becoming  im* 
patient  to  clofe  the  difcuflion,  ordered  Ge-^ ' 
fleral  Montefquiou*s  letter  to  be  printed,  and 
referred  the  propofition  refpeding  Savoy 
to  the  confideration  of  the  diplomatic  and 
the  war  committees. 

Notwithllandlng  the  prudent  condud  and 
Iwrilliant  fuccefs  of  Montefquiou,  I  am  in- 
formed that  thqre  is  no  great  probability  of 
his  being  continued  in  his  command.  His 
enemies  are  of  a  difpofition  not  to  forgive 
him  for  having  reduced  Savoy  at  the  very 
tTme  that  tliey  were  afTerting  he  would  ne- 
ver enter  it,  or  to  forget  the  injuftice  they 
have  already  done  him.  Befide  thefe  and 
the  motives  of  diflike  previoufly  mentioned, 

they 
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they  have  another  ground  of  hatred  towafdff  ' 
him,  namely,  his  being  a  nobleman,  and  of 
a  very  ancient  family.  This  appears*  equally^ 
unjuft  and  aWbrd  i — unjuft,  becaufe  a  man 
of  noble  birth,  who  from  a  love  of  general 
freedom  has  adhered  to  the  revolution,  has 
more  merit  than  they  can  boad  who  had  no 
fuch  facrifice  to  make — ^and  it  is  abfurd,  l>e- 
caufe,  ijiftead  of  giving  no  importance  to 
the  accidental  circumftance  of  birth,  it  it 
giving  a  great  Importance  to  it,  which  ope- 
rates againil  the  poflefTon  But  if  a  man^a 
nobility  is  not  allowed,'  indeperideht  of  per- 
fonal  merit,  to  be  of  fervice  to  him,  neither 
ou^t  it  to  be  allowedr  independent  of  de- 
merit, to  injure  him. 

Accounts  are  arrived  that  Dumourier,  hav- 
ing left  a  fuflRcient  force  toharafs  the  retreat- 
ing army  of  PruiTia,  has  quitted  hrs  own 
camp,  and  is  foon  expected  in  Paris. 

Oftobcr  II. 
I  was  prefent  this  day  for  the  firft  time  at 

the 
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the  Conventional  Aflcmbly, where  a  viruteitf 
Mtack  was  made  on  Dillon,  one  of  the  gene*-* 
rals  employed  againft  the  German  army,  and 
who»  from  the  iateft  accounts,  is  now 
preffing  upon  their  rear  at  Verdtiri* 

As  it  elucidates  whait  immediately  follows^ 
I  {hall  here  infert  a  fhort  account  of  Dumou- 
'  rier^s  memorable  campaign^  frdm  the  time 
lie  was  appointed  t6  the  command  till  he 
left  the  army»  although  I  Was  not  acquainted 
'  with  all  the  particulars  till  fome  time  after 
this  date» 

General  Arthur  Dillon  commanded  the 
French  army  on  the  frontiers  of  Flanders, 
when  he  heard  of  the  infurredion  of  the 
loth  of  Auguft. 

Dumourier,  being  at  that  tiiAe  fubordinate 
to  him,  commanded  in  the  camp  of  Mauldc* 
From  the  accounts  which  Dillon  received  of 
that  affair,  he  conceived  it  to  be  a  rafti  in- 
furredtion  which  would  be  difapprored  of- 
by  the  nation,  and  that  it  would  £pon  end  in 

the 
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the  ruin  of  all  concerned  in  it.  He  there« 
fore  gave  out  an  order  to  the  army  on  the 
13th,  in  which  hefaid^  that  the  conftitution 
had  been  violated  by  men  who  were  the  ene- 
mies of  liberty ;  that  he  determined  to  remaia 
faithful  to  the  nation,  to  the  law,  to  the  king, 
and  to  the  conftitution  framed  by  the  aflem- 
bly  in  the  years  1789,  1790,  and  1791^  to 
which  they  ha^  all  fwom. 

He  tranfmitted  this  order  from  Pont-fur- 
Sambre,  where  he  was  with  his  army,  to  the  * 
camp  of  Maulde,  with  a  letter  to  General 
Dumoiirier,    direding  him   to   publifh   it 
there. 

•  Dumourier  had  ai  different  idea  of  the 
tranfadions  of  the  10th.  He  faw  that  the 
public  opinion  went  in  favour  of  the  fucceft- 
^  fill  party ;  that  it  would  be  very  dfficult  to 
wreft  the  governinent  out  of  the  hands 
which  had  feized  it ;  that  an  attempt .  of 
that  kind  by  the  army  would  immediately 
produce  a  civil  war,  and  cxpofe  the  country 

VOL.  IK  F  to 
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to  foreign  iaTiifion ;  and  that  he  himfelf 
vfould  remiun  fubordlnate  to  Luckner,  La 
Fayette  and  Dillon.  Dumouricr  was  nearer 
to  Paris  than  Dillon,  and  had  received  ear- 
lier and,  as  is  fuppofed,  more  diftinA  infor* 
mation  froto  his  friend  Genfonne,  of  the  ftate 
ofafiairs/  In  his  anfwer  to  Dillon^s  letter^ 
he  regretted  that  general's  precipitancy,  at- 
fured  him  that  he  would  not  publifh  the 
order  in  his  camp,  and  advifed  Dillon  to 
retradl  it  without  lofs  of  time. 

He  fent  at  the  fame  time  an  account  of 
what  he  had  done,  and  was  difpofed  to  do, 
to  his  friends  at  Paris  ;  and  when  the  three 
coijimiffioners  from  the  National  Affembly 
arrived,  he  not  only  tooH  the  oath  of  Equa- 
lity himfelf,  but  perfuaded  Dillon  to  do  the 
fame.  That  officer  found  no  difficulty  in 
explaining  his  condudl  to  the  commiffioners, 
afTuring  them,  that  it  had  proceeded  from  the 
mifreprefentation  which  had  been  made  to 
him  of  the  affair  of  the  i  oth,  but  that  he  was 
2  zealous 
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tealeus  to  Serve  the  French  nation,  whatevfef 
ferm  of  gdvernmeat  they  (hould  think  pro« 
per  to  adopt* 

The  National  Aflembly  were  fo  much 

pleafed  with  this  conduct  of  Dumourier> 

thai  they  gave  him  the  fupreme  command 

of  the  army  formerly  under  M.  dela  Fayette^ 

placing  Dillon,  who  is  an  elder  officer,  under 

him.     Having  no  pretext  for  putting  Du- 

raourier  above  Luckner^  and  defirous  at  the 

fame  time  that  the  former  (hould  be  the 

efficient  commander,  they  ordered  Luckner 

to  Chalons,  to  form  an  army  there  of  the 

men  who  were  marching  from  all  parts  to 

that  place,  where  they  were  to  be  clothed) 

armed  and  fent  in  detachments  wherevet 

the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  requi^red.  Keller- 

4aann  was,  at  Dumourier's  recommendation, 

ordered  to  replace  Luckner  as  commander 

of  the  army  in  Lorraine;  Biron  and  Cuftinc 

commanded  the  army  oa  the  Rhine,  an4 

Montefquiou  that  which  was  ordered  agaioft 

•  ?  ^  Savoya 
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8avay :  all  thefc  officers  took  the  oaths  re-f 
quired  by  the  Aflembly,  and  made  the  ar- 
mies under  their  orders  take  them  alfo* 

Dunaourier  fent  Dillon  to  command  the 
army  of  the  Ardennes,  which  comprehend- 
ed all  the  troops  placed  in  that  part  of  the 
frontiers  of  France,  between  Rocroy,  and 
Montmedy-  The  two  generals  afterwards 
met  at  the  town  of  Sedan,  with  a  view  to  fix 
on  future  meafures. 

The  enemy  had  already  entered  France^ 
was  in  pofleflion  of  Longwy,  the  firft  forti- 
fied town  on  the  frontier  next  to  the  dutchy 
of  Luxen>bourg,  and  fcemed  at  once  to 
threaten  Montnaedy,  Verdun  and  Thion- 
ville. 

Tlie  Duke  of  Brunfvvick's  army  was 
above  50,000  ftrong:  General  Clairfait  had 
joined  him  with  1 5,000  Auftrians,  befide  a 
confiderable  body  of  Heinans  and  French 
emigrants,  amounting  in  all  to  90,000  men. 

After  leaving  the  frontier  towns  tolerably 

garrifoned^ 
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garrifonedjDumourier  hid  not  above  1 7,000 
men  to  a£l  immediately  againft  this  im- 
menfe  force ;  and  thefe  1 7,000  had  been  ufe- 
lefsly  encamped  between  Sedan  and  Stenay, 
the  Meule  being  fordable  in  numberlefs 
places  between  Stenay  and  Verdun,  where 
the  enemy  had  no  oppofition* 

On  comparing  the  flrength  of  the  invad* 
ing  army  with  the  weaknefs  of  that  which 
was  to  oppofe  it,  it  was  at  one  time  imagined 
that  all  dired  oppofition  would  be  vain,  and 
that  the  mod  efFedtual  meafures  would  be, 
by  a  fudden  irruption  into  Auftrian  Flan- 
ders, to  endeavour  to  divert  the  enemy  from 
advancing  againft  Paris :  but  the  fmall  pro- 
bability there  was  that  fuch  an  expedition, 
however  fuccefsfully  conduced,  would  have 
the  defired  eflfe£t,  foon  made  that  fcheme  be 
laid  afide ;  and  Dumourier,  infpired  by  an 
immenfe  defire  of  renown,  and  trufting- 
to  the  refources  of  his  own  genius, 
and  the  enthufiafm  which  animated  his 
F  3  country- 
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countrymen,  refolvcd,  by  the  defending  of 
pods,  and  every  other  poflible  means,  to  at* 
tempt  to  check  and  retard  the  progrefs  of  the 
enemy,  till  he  fhould  be  reinforced  by  the 
army  of  Kellermann  from  Lorraine  conOft- 
irig  of  20,000  men,  by  that  which  Bour-» 
noriville  was  leading  from  Flanders  which 
jimounted  to  13,000,  and  wliat  Luckner  had 
fent  to  him  bf  the  new  levies  which  were 
aflembling  at  Chaloris^ 

Small  as  Dumourier*s  force  was,  he  had 
the  courage,  on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  to  de- 
tach from  it  two  battalions  of  infantry, 
under  the  command  of  M.  Galbaud,  an 
excellent  oiEcer,  who  had  orders  to  throw 
himfelf  into  Verdun,  and  affift  in  the  do* 
fence  of  that  town. 

Dumourier  gave  the  command  of  the 
advanced  guard  of  his  army  to  Dillon ;  it 
confided  pf  five  batta)ions  of  infantry,  with 
fourteen  fquadrons  of  light  horfe*  Dillon 
was  ordered    to  march    to  Stenay,  where 

Dumourier 
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Dumourier  intended  to  join  him  on  the 
firft  of  September,  and  difpute  the  paffage  of 
the  Mcufe  with  the  enemy. 

Dillon,  with  a  thoufand  horfe,  pufhed  on 
before  the  reft  of  his  troops,  to  Stenay,  and 
was  making  arrangements  for  the  defence  ' 
of  the  place,  when  the  advanced  guard  of 
the  Auftrian  army,  four  thoufand  ftrong, 
with  feveral  pieces  of  cannon,  appeared. 
Convinced  of  the  impoffibility  of  defending 
the  town  without  infantry,  and  without 
cannon,  he  evacuated  Stenay,  crofled  the 
JVIeufe,  and  drew  up  his  troops  upon  the 
oppofite  fhore  of  that  river,  fending  notice 
to  his  infantry,  who  were  advancing,  to 
rieturn  to  the  camp  at  Mouzon.  When  he 
himfelf  retired  to  join  them  there,  his  rear 
was  attacked  by  the  Auftrian  cavalry,  who 
were  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs,  and' 
Dillon  arrived  in  lafety  at  Mouzon  in  the" 

middle  of  the  night  *. 

^ .'    ••   •    ,      ■  .     ."  .'..  .  '    .  .1 

♦  Compte  rendu  ;auininiftre  dc  J^  g^?F^  parlc; 
laeut.  General  A.  Dillon. 

F  4  Dumourier 
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Dbmourio-  advanced  with  his  fmall  arm^r 
to  Mouzon  da  the  firft  of  September,  and 
then  marched  on  to  Beaumont  en  Argonne, 
where  •  Dillon  had  previoufly  traced  out 
a  camp. 

Finding  that  it  was  now  too  late  to  dis- 
pute the  paflage  pf  the  Meufe,  .Dumouriet 
determined  to  mjikc  himfelf  matter  of  the 
various  ftraits  in  the  foreft  of  Argonnc»- 
This  foreft  extends  from  the  Chene  le  Po- 
puleux  to  Paflaverit,  a  fpace  of  about  forty 
miles;  the  German  army,  in  marching  to 
Paris,  was  under  the  neceffity  of  going  by 
fpme  of  thefe  ftraits,  er  making  a  conn 
fid^rable,  circuit  by  bad  roads,  and  turning 
the  .foreft.  Dumourier  detached  Dillon 
with  fi?c  thoufand  men,  to  feize  upon  the 
very  iRjjppirt^nt.  pals  .of  Biefme,  near  the 
Qrande^  Iflcttcs,  in  the  foreft  of  Argonne. 
Ijtia  about^fey^n  or  eight  miles  from  Verdun, 
on  the  direct  road  from  _  that  city  to  Paris 
by  Chalons^  He  had  at  this  time  heard 
nothing  from Oalbaud,  and  had  no  doubt 
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of  Verdun's  holding  out  a  much  logger 
time  than  would  be  neceffary  foF  Dillon  to 
perform  this,  fervice.     But  Verdun  furren- 
dered  by  capitulation  on  the  fecond  of  Sep- 
tember, without   having  made  any  rcfift- 
anee,  and  Dillon  would  in  all  probabiUtj 
have    arrived  too  late,   had   it  not    been  ' 
for  the  fagacity  of  M.  Galbaud.     When 
that  officer  came'  near  to  Verdun,  he  founcf 
it  fo  completely  invefted  by  the  PrufEans, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  execute  the  orders 
of  Dumourien     He  coniidered,  in  the  next 
place,  how  he  could  employ  the  two  bat- 
talions under  his  command  moft  effedually 
for  the  public  fervice ;  and,  anticipating  the 
intentions  of  his  commander,  he  marched 
them  to  Biefme,  and  immediately  fent  a 
meflenger  to  Dumourier,  to  inform  him  of 
what  he  had  done,  and  to  demand  a  rein- 
forcement.    The  army  at  Verdun,  in  ad- 
vancing to  Paris,  were  now  under  the  ne- 
feffity  of  forcing  this  poft,  or  making  a 
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circuit  of  forty  miles,  by  Varcnncs  and 
Grand  Pre  on  the  north,  or  one  ftill  larger  by 
Bar-le^duc  on  the  fouth.  Dumourier  thought 
the  former  the  moft  probable,  for  he  pofted 
himfclf  with  the  body  of  his  army  at  Grand 
Pr^.  This  is  alfo  a  pafs  in  the  foreft  of 
Argonne,  requiring  however  a  much  greater 
force  to  defend  it  than  that  of  Biefme ;  to 
TrhichDillon  marched  with  redoubled  efForts^' 
ip  the  dread  that  Galbaud,  who  he  had  heard 
was  in  pofleflion  of  it,  Ihould  bfe  forced 
before  he  arrived  *. 

While  Dumourier  remained  at  Grand 
Pre,  he  detached  General  Miranda  with  a 
body  of  two  thoufand  cavalry,  to  protect  a 
convoy  he  expeded,  and  alfo  to  reconnoitre 
the  Pruffian  army,  whofe  movements  at 
this  time  feemed  equivocal.  Miranda  per- 
formed this  fervice  with  ability  and  fuccefs ; 
an  advanced  guard  of  Prufllans,  confifting 

*  Comptc  rendu  au   miniftrc  de  la  guerre,  par  Ic 
Lieut.  General  A.  Dillon. 
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of  four  thoufand,  were  pofted  m  fuch  a  * 
manner  that    they  muft   have  intercepted 
the  convoy — He  attacked  and  defeated  them, 
and  the  convoy  arrived  in  fafety  at  Du^ 
mouiier^s  camp  *• 

The  inarch  of  Dillon  from  Mouzon  to 
Piefme,*^rough  a  foreft  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  traveife,  and  fo  near  to  a  fuperior 
army,  recjuired  military  Ikill  in  the  com- 
mander, and  fteadinefs  in  the  troops,  efpe- 
cially  as  they  were  aflured  by  the  municipal 
p^ftrs  of  4  village  through  which  they 
pafled,  that  Galbaud,  difcouraged  by  the 
terror  fprea4  among  his  troops  by  thofe  who 
came  from  Verdun,  had  quitted  Biefme, 
and  fallen  back  towards  Chaldns,i  and  that 
the  towa  of  Sainte-Menehould  was  in  the 
pofTeflion  of  the  enemy.  Dillon,  however, 
having  fent  couriers  to  all  quaners  to  afcer- 

*  Rapport  des  Commiflaircs  dt  la  Convention  aux 
Arnjees  rciinies. 
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tain  thofe  fads,  foon  difcovered  that  they 
were  not  true,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
fifth  of  September  effeded  his  jundion  with 
Galbaud. 

The  troops  were  immediately  employed 
in  fortifying,  by  all  the  refources  of  art, 
the  natural  ftrength  of  this  poft,  which  was 
done  fo  effedually  that,  when  the  King  of 
Pruflia  in  perfon,  with  the  Duke  of  Brunf- 
wick,  reconnoitred  the  place  from  the  heights 
near  Clermont,  they  thought  it  too  ftrong 
to  be  forced. 

Some  people  have  ventured  to  cenfurc 
the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  for  negleding  to 
attack  this  poft  of  Biefme  before  Galbaud 
was  reinforced  by  Dillon,  or  for  not  orders 
ing  Dillon  to  be  oppofed  in  his  march  fron^ 
Mouzon  to  it. 

Jt  belongs  to  military  men  only,  and  fuch 

a^^^^re  acquainted  intimately  with  the  fitua- 

tion  of  the  country,  and  the  circumftances 

6  in 
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m  y^bich  the  German  army  was  at  that 
time,  to  decide  on  this  point ;  but  any  one 
may  naturally  conclude,  that  a  general  of  fa 
high  a  reputation  as  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
mud  have  bad  fufEcient  reafons  for  ading 
as  he  did. 

M.  Gobcrt,  adjutant  general  of  Dumou- 

rier's  army,  and  probably  better  qualified 

tojudgeof  the  tonduft  of  the    Duke  of 

Brunfwick  than  moll  who  have  cenfured 

it,  obfervcs,  that  Galbaud  was  in  poffeffion 

of  the  pafs  on  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  that  the 

garrifon  of  Verdun  had  joined  him  on  the 

fecond  of  September,  and  that  the  Duke 

of  Brunfwick  might  naturally  believe  that 

many  peafants  from  the  neighbouring  viU 

lages  would  immediately  refort  to  Galbaud, 

and  aflift  in  defending  the  pafs,  this  being  a 

kind  of  fervice  in  which  new  troops  might 

be  as  ufeful  as  veterans. 

Whatever  were  the  Duke's  reafons  for 
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St  Menehould,  where  he  Would  endeavour 
to  join  him,  and^  with  their  united  force,  af- 
terwards form  a  junction  with  Kellermaniu 
He  concludes  his  letter  in  thefe  words  : 

**  Faites  raflcmbler,  par  Ic  tocfin,  tous  les 
payfang  pour  aller  border  les  abattis :  portez* 
vou?  tout-a-fait  a  votre  droite,  et  dirigez-y 
tout  ce  qui  fe  raflemble  a  St.  Menehould. 
Apres  notre  jonftion,  nous  nous  arrangerons 
cnfemble  pour  couvrir  cettc  place  et  pour 
fuivre  le  mouvement  fur  Chalons.  Faites 
fonner  le  tocfin  fur  tpute  votre  route,  j'ea 
&rai  lu'tant,  et  cela  deconcertera  un  peu  la 
marche  des  Pruffiens.  Je  commencerai 
mon  mouvement  a  minuit  *. 

DyMOURIER* 

Le  General  en  Chef  de  VArnUe  du  Nord:' 

It 

*  Affcmblc  all  the  pcafants  by  the  alarai  bell,  that 
they  may  line  th^  abatis  f-    Dir«£l  your  march  to  the 

t  An  abatis  is  formed  by  trees  cut  dowtf  and  arranged  with  their 
branches  towiirds  the  enemy,  ib  at  to  form  a  kind  of  fortification* 
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It  IS  probable  that  the  Duke  of  Brunf- 
wick  had  made  fome  movements  which 
indicated  an  intention  of  marching  by  Bar- 
le-duc  to  Chalons ;  or  had  otherv^ife  con- 
trived to  fpread  this  impreflion,  on  purpofe 
to  conceal  his  r^al  defign,  which  was  to 
force  the  defiles  of  Grand  Pre.         ' 

Kellermann  and  Luckner  were  both  de- 
ceived in  this  point.  The  former  was  fo 
much  convinced  that  the  Duke's  movement 
was  a  feint,  that  he  had  thoughts  of 
marching  from  Sainte  Dizier,  where  he 
then  was,  to  Chalons^  fo  as  to  arrive  before 
the  enemy* 

Tight,  and  order  all  flic  troops  who  fliall  aflemblc  at 
St.  Menehould  to  move  in  the  fame  dircftion.  After 
our  junftion  we  will  fix  upon  mcafures  for  covering 
that  place,  and  attending  the  march  of  the  enemy  ta 
Chalons.  Order  the  alarm  bells  to  be  rung  during 
your  march,  I  will  do  the  fame  5  this  will  fbmewhat 
difconcert  the  march  of  the  enemy.  I  will  begin  my 
march  at  midnight. 

(Signed)        Dumourier^ 

Luckner 

i 
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Ltiekner  had  fent  reinforcements  to  ikd 
Atmy  of  Kellerniana  where  they  were  not 
heeded,  inftead  of  fending  theiii  to  Du- 
mourier  at  Grand-Pre,  by  a  fliolrt  route 
which  Dillon  had  indicated* 

Dumourier  jvas  foort  convinced  of  his 
miftake,  and  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
Dillon. 

Grand-Pre  le  12  Sept.  Pan 
4mede  la  Liberie. 

1.ES  enemies  irons  ont  abandonne,  mon 
cher  General,  pour  fe  pdrter  fur  moi ;  ila 
me  font  Une  attaque  dans  le  moment; 
je  ne  fais  pas  encore  fi  c'eft  la  veritable, 
je  crois  que  ce  ti'eft  qu*une  feinte  pour 
attaquer  la  Trouee  da  ChSne-le-Populeux  '^, 
ou  je  portc  du  renfort*     Envoyez  moi  da  . 

*  This  is  a  poft  on  the  north  end  of  the  Forcft 
of  Argonnc,  which  Dumourier  meant  to  defend.  By 
the  Trouee  de  Cldrmoiit  he  means  the  Straits  of 
Bicfinc. 

Vol.  ir*  G  fecours, 
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{incurs,  hu  cependant  d^garnir  la  Trom^e 
de  GermoQt. 

Jc  vous  embrafle.. 
Le  Genera/  en  Cbef  de  VArmie  du  Nord. 

Sign6      '      t)UMOURIER  *• 

On  the  following  day  Dillon  received 
another  letter  from  Dumourier,  who,  being 
^flured  that  the  enemy  intended  a  fecond 
attack  with  more  force  than  that  of  the 
day  before,  and  having  received  no  fuc- 
cours  from  Chalons,  gave  a  pofitive  order 
to  Dillon  to  fend  him  diredtly  all  the  troops 
he  could  poiTibly  fpare  without  endanger- 

"*  The  enemy  have  left  j'ou,  my  dear  General,  to  come 
againft  me  •,  they  begin  an  attack  at  this  moment.  I  am 
not  quite  convinced  that  they  are  in  earned,  I  rather 
fufpect  that  this  is  a  feint  to  divert  my  attention  from 
the  paflage  of  Chene-le-Populeux,  where  they  mean  a 
real  attack,  and  whither  I  am  aftually  fending  reinforce- 
ments* Send  mc  fuccour,  without  however  too  much, 
weakening  the  Strait  of  Clermont.  • 

Ccmte  Rendu  par  Ic  Lt.  Gen.  A.  Dillon* 

ing 
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lAg  his  own  pofition;  Billon  atcordiilgly 
fcjlt  him  about  3000,  the  fourth  of  which 
Waft  cavalry  j  and  this  was  the  only  rein- 
forcement which  Diimourier  received  before 
he  was  obliged  to  quit  Grand-Pf6:  But 
fmall  is  this  kid  niay  be  thought,  it  was 
as  liiuch  as  Dillon  could  in  prudence  fend^ 
becauie  the  body  of  PruiEans  which  had 
marched  under  the  Duke  of  Brurifwick  to 
Grand-Pre  had  been  immediately  replaced 
by  15,060  Auftrians  and  ELeflians,  who  were 
afterwards  reijiforced  to  the  number  of 
fto,ooo,  by  whom  he  fexpeSed  to  be  at- 
tacked every  day; 

It  is  probable  that  Dillon  had  emiffariet 
near  the  perfon  of  the  Duke  of  Bruufwick^ 
who  gave  him  notice  of  what  pafled^  fot 
iiis  ioformation  is  in  general  jufl; ;  and  in  a 
letter  to  Kellermann,  dated  the  13th  of  Scp-^ 
tember^  he  informs  him,  that  Dumourier 
kad  been  attacked  the  day  before,  add  that 
the  attack  had  been  renewed  the  morning 
G  a  oif 
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.  of  the  T3th,  without  fnccefs  ;  and  he  adds, 
'•  Je  feis  qu'  hier  le  Doc  de  Bninfvvkk  fa- 
fieux  a  dit  au  Roi  de  Prufle — Je  perdrai 
bien  d\l  raorvde,  mais  j'y  pafferai  */* 
.    The  Duke  of  Brunfwick  was  as  good  aa 
hfoword — On  the  14th  of  September  the 
attack  of  the  Pruflians  was  irrefillible.    Du- 
ring the  time  that  Dumourier  was  himfelf 
attacked,  he  was  informed  that  a  poll  called 
l.a  Croix  aux  Bois,  which  General  Chazot 
defended,  was  forced*   Dumourier  therefore 
was  obliged  entirely  to  abandon  the  pafles  of 
of  Grand-Pre,  and  to  dired  his  march  to 
Sainte-Mcnehould,  where  he  had  previoufly 
traced  a  camp  in  a  very  ftrong  pofition. — 
On  his  march,  his  army  was  fo  violently 
prefled    by  the   advanced   cavalry  of    the 
Pruffiaiis,  that  it   was   thrown   into  <:on- 
fufion,  and  part  fled  in  a  fhameful  man- 

.  •  I  /know  that  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  faid  to  the 
King  of  rruHia  ycfterday  in  a  violent  paflion — I  fhall 
lofe  a  great  ijiany  men,  but  I  am  tefolvcd  to  pafs. 
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ner,  quite  to  the  town  of  St.  Menehpuld, 
which  they  entered,  crying,  *^  AH  is  loft  !** 
iind  fpreading  difmay  on  all  fides.  Dumou- 
rier,  in  the  account  which  he  fettt  to  the 
Convention,  feems  to  think  that  if'  the  Pruf- 
fians  had  pulhed  on  with  vigour  during 
this  panic,  his  army  might  have  teen  dif- 
perfed. 

Dillon  happened  to  be  at  St.  Menehouid 
when. the  fugitives  arrived — he  did  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  terrour 
from  fpreading — he  fent  detachments  of 
horfe  to  the  neighbouring  villages  to  ftop 
thofe  who  fled,  and  prevent  the  alarm 
reaching  Chalons,  where  it  might  have  had 
the  worft  eflfeft  on  the  new  levies  afTembling 
under  Luckner. 

By  Dillon's  exertions,  and  the  animating 
prcfence  of  Dumourier,  the  army  regained 
order,  fpirit,  and  confidence  in  their  officers. 

Thofe  who  had  diftinguiflied  themfclve* 

In  thi^  fhameful  manner  werQ  fent  in  dif- 

G  ^T  grace 
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grace  from  the  army,  which  on  the  monie 
iDg  of  the  15th  entered  the  camp  at  St. 
Menehould,  and  began  with  all  diligence  to 
fortify  it,  in  the  perfuaJTion  that  it  would 
very  foon  be  attacked.     Boumonville,  at 
the  head  of  a  body  of  13,000  men,  joined 
Dumouricr  on  the   17th.    The  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  knew  that  Kellermann  was  near 
at  hand  with  a  greater  force,  and  formed 
the  plan'  of  attacking  him  before  he  could 
join   Dumourier.     Kellermann,  by  forced 
inarches,  gained  the  heights  of  Valmy  on 
the  evening  of  the  1 9th.    Valmy  is  within 
Jefg  than  a  mile  of  other  heights,  on  which 
was  the  ftrqng  camp  of  Dumourier.    Kel- 
lermann received  intelligence  of  the  march 
of  the  Pruffians  during  the  night,  which 
convinced  him  that  he  would  be  attacked 
the  following  morning.     He  made  his  dif^ 
pofitions  accordingly,  and  ufed  every  pofr 
fible  means  of  encouraging  his  foldiers.  He 
walked  through  the  lines  witl^  (bme  of  the 

mod 
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moll  popular  officers,  to  animate  them  by 
Aeir  difcourfe.  .The  army  anfwered  them  by 
huzzas,  and  the  cry  of  Vive  la  nation  !  Kel- 
krmann*s  army  extended  from  a  village  called 
Dammartin  la  Planchette,  along  the  heights 
of  Valmy.  A  free  communication  was  kept 
up  between  his  army  and  that  of  Dumou* 
Tier,  who  fent  8000  men  to  his  affiftance 
during  the  cannonade,  which  laftcd  the 
whole  day.  The  Pruffians  manoeuvred  with 
their  ufuai  coolnefs  and  addrefs,  fometimes 
-forming  into  columns,  as  if  their  intention 
had  been  to  attack  with  the  bayonet,  and 
fometimes  moving  with  an  intention  to  fur- 
round  Kellermann,  and  cut  ofF  his  com- 
munication with  Dumourien  The  firmnefs 
of  the  French,  under  the  Ikilfiil  diredion 
of  their  Generals,  prevented  the  Pruffians 
from  accomplifhing  either.  Dumourier 
was  in  perfon  at  the  batteries  during  feveral 
)iours  of  the  cannonade,  and  at  the  head  of 
C  4  his 
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his  own  troops  to  oppofe  the  Pruffians  wheu 
they  attempted  to  furroundKellermann*  The 
fuperior  addrefs  of  the  French  cannoneera 
was  apparent  during  the  whole  adlion  j  and 
the  army  in  general  fhewed  a  degree  of 
fteadinefs  whichxUfciplined  troops  alpne  have 
been  fuppofed  to  poflefs,  and  rivalled  tha 
Pruflians  in  ile^dinefs  and  obedience  to  their 
officers,  while  their  natural  vivacity  appeared 
in  fongs  and  cries  of  Vive  la  nation !  atnidft 
the  carnage  of  the  cannonade.  Jn  Keller- 
mannas  army  there  were  above  four  hundred 
killed,  and  between  five  and  fix  hvindfqd 
wounded.  The  General  himfclf  narrowly 
cfcaped,  bis  horfe  being  killed  under  him. 
It  is  faid,  2^nd  it  is  moft  probable,  that 
the  \o{^  of  the  Pruffians  was  confiderably 
greater.  What  military  men  peculiarly 
admire  in  the  condu(f!t  of.  Kellermann,  was 
,the  fkill  he  difplayed  that  evening  in 
i:hanging   bis  pofition  in  the^prefence  of 

the 
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th€  eaemy,  to  one  flill  more  advantageous  | 
by  which  his  right  wing  touched  the  army 
of  Dumourier^  his  left  was  protected  by 
heights  eafily  defended,  while  in  his  front 
was  a  rivulet  greatly  fwelled  by  the  recent 
rains  *.  That  he  was  not  attacked  during 
this  manoeuvre  is  pot  only  a  proof  of  the 
ability  with  which  it  was  performed,  but 
jdfo  forms  a  ftrong  prefumption  of  the 
great  lofs  which  the  Pruflians  had  fuftained, 
and  of  their  being  difcquraged  by  this  un*r* 
fuccefsful  attack. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  attack  was 
made  on  the  army  of  Kellermann,the  20,000 
men  which  had  been  left  at  Clermont  made 
an  attempt  on  Dillon's  camp  at  Biefrae.— w 
•The  Duke  of  Brunfwick  had  been  under 
the  neceflity  of  leaving  this  ftrong  party 

*  Obfervations  fur  la  Conipagnc  de  1 792,  par  G<v 
\^n^  Adjutant  General, 

behind, 
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bdiind,  ^othcrwife  Dillon  would  have  iiw 
tercepted  all  his  convoys;  fo  that  Dillon, 
with  about  five  or  fix  thoufand  men,  had 
detained  ao^ooo  ftom  the  Pruflian  army 
when  it  marched  againft  Dumourier  and 
Kellermann.  Thofe  20,000  now  marched 
to  the  attack  of  Biefine ;  they  were  fo  con- 
fident of  their  own  fuccefs,  and  that  Du* 
mourier  would  be  routed  by  ihe  Pruflians, 
that  they  made  their  whole  equipage  and 
baggage  of  every  kind  follow  them,  in  the 
expedation  that  after  they  had  forced  the 
poft  of  Biefme,  they  would  be  ordered  to  join 
the  Pf  ufiians  and  accompany  them  to  Paris. 
Dillon's,  defence,  however,  was  attended 
with  the  fame  fuccefs  as  Kellermann's-?— the 
Auftrians  and  Heflians  were  repulfe4  and 
obliged  to  retire  in  great  diforder. 

After  thefe  unfuccefsful  attacks,  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  encamped  his  army 
at  La  Lune^  near  the  army  of  Dumourier, 
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^d  between  St«  Menehould  and  Chat 
Ions.  Here  the  Pruffians,  who  had*  aW 
ready  fuffered  by  ficknefs,  were  greatly  di(i* 
trefled  from  a  want  of  provifions.  Bour- 
nonville,  detached  with  a  body  of  4000  men 
•by  Dumourier,  had  intercepted  feveral  con- 
voys that  were  advancing  from  their  maga* 
ztnes  at  Grarid-Pr6^  He  intercepted  in  par- 
ticular feveral  droves  of  cattle  going  to  the 
Pruflian$,  and  ordered  them  to  be  flaughter- 
ed  for  the  ufe  of  hi9  own  army:  for  this 
laft  exploit,  joined  to  his  courage  and 
Ifarength)  he  was  called  the  French  Ajax*— 
Nothing  could  bribe  the  French  peafants 
to  carry  any  kind  of  neceflaries  to  the 
Germans,  while  they  flocked  with  fupplies 
to  the  camp  of  Dumourier.  It  alfo  was 
difficult  and  moft  expenfive  for  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick,  or  any  officer  who  commanded 
his  detached  parties,  to  procure  intelligence, 
as  they  were  furrounded  with  fpies,  who 
foformed  Pumqurier  of  aU  their  move- 
ments. 
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incnts.     As  the  Pruflians  could  procnrc  no 
provifions  but  from  their  own  magazines, 
the  fcarcity  was  increafed  by  the  cxceffiyc 
rains  which  fell  at  this  time,  and  rendered 
.  th'e  roads  uncommonly  deep,  and  in  fome 
places  almofl  impaflable ;  in  the  mean  time, 
the  Pruflians  were  more  expofed  to  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather,  and  fuffered  more 
from   cold,  moifture,  and   want  of  provi- 
fions, than  the  French,  who  were  proteded 
in  fome  degree  from  thofe  evils  by  the  care 
and  attention  of  their  countrymen.     To 
thefe  diftrefles  were  added  the  vexation  and 
difcouragement  which  the   Pruflians  muft 
haVe   felt   at   finding  the   whole   country 
united   againft   them,    inftead  of  a  great 
proportion  being  difpofed  to  join  them,  as 
they  had  been  made  to  exped. 

There  are  profeflions  in  which  men  fome^ 
times  acquire  great  reputation  with  little 
merit;  this  may  happen  either  from  the 
public  being   no  judges  of  the    merit  of 

thofe 
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thofe  particular  profeffions,  or  becauic  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  profeffion  may  apfc  from  the 
merit  of  others  who  direft  the  meafures  of 
the  individual  who  acquires  the  reputation. 

This  is  often  the  cafe  in  the  military  pro* 
ftffion,  at  the  top  of  which  men  are  placed 
from  the  circumftances  of  birth,  independ* 
cnt  of  all  idea  of  merit,  and  frequently  in 
fpite  of  the  moft  glaring  proofs  of  incapa- 
city. In  this  profeffion,  likewife,  men  have 
acquired  fame  from  fucccfles  that  have  been 
entirely  owing  to  the  fuperiour  valour  of 
their  troops,  and  the  fuperiour  (kill  of  fame 
fubordinate  officer. 

But  if  the  commanders  of  armies  may  on 
fome  occafions  acquire  fame  without  de* 
ferving  it,  no  fet  of  men  are  more  expofed 
to  cenfure  on  account  of  finifter  events, 
which  no  fagacity  could  forefee,  and  no 
human  power  could  prevent. 

Few  men  have   experienced   this  rtiore 

than  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,   who  hat 

I  been 
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fcccii  Blamed  for  not  marching  dircdly  id 
GUalons^  or  Rheims,  as  foon  as  he  fouAd 
himfelf  between  thofe  cities  and  Dumbus* 
ricr^s  army.  Thofe  who  make  this  cri4 
ticifm  do  not  think  of  the  danger  and  dif- 
ficulty of  marching  with  an  enemy  hanging' 
on  the  fear,  and  intercepting  the  convoys  of 
the  advancing  army* 

But  without  taking  farther  notice  of  fuch 
random  ccnfures,  it  is  the  opinion  of  many 
of  the  military  profejQion,  that  inftead  of 
remaining  ii^adive  at  his  camp  at  La  Lune. 
after  the  cannonade  of  the  loth  of  Sep^ 
tcmber,  he  ought  to  have  attacked  Du* 
mourier  at  St*  Meilehould.  Thofe  who 
hold  this  opinion  fay,  that  from  the  fu* 
periority  of  the  Pruffians  over  the  raW  trdopa 
of  France,  he  had  a  great  probability  of 
beating  and  difperling  them,  which  would 
have  fpread  fuch  an  alarm  that  the  levies 
which  were  marching  againft  the  Duke 
would  have  joined  in  the  flight ;  and  in^ 
5  ftead 
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ftcptd  d  enemies,  he  would  have  met  en(]^ 
fxiead$  on  bis  way  to  Paris;  for  nothing  it 
ib  efficacious  as  a  vidory,  in  converting 
enemies  into  friends. 

I  have  been  alTured,  that  this  meafure 
was  propofed  by  the  Marechal  de  Gaftries^ 
in  a  Council  of  War  held  at  La  Lune ;  and 
his  opinion  was  fupported  by  that  of  M.  de 
Poilly,  a  General  Officer  in  the  French  army, 
who  had  refided  in  that  province,  and  had  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  country;  and  that' 
this  attack  of  the  camp  of  Menehould  was 
alfo  greatly  defired  by  the  whole  corps  of 
French  Emigrants. 

Without  any  pretenfions  to  military 
knowledge,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conjedurft 
what  may  have  determined  the  Duke  of 
Branfwick  againft  rifking  fuch  a  meafure. 

He  certainly  had  entered  France  with  a 
perfuafion  that  he  would  be  favoured  by  a 
great  part  of  the  country  who  difliked 
the  conftitution :  he  had  leafon  to  believo 
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the  events  of  the  loth  o£  Auguft,  aftd  fh* 
third  of  September,  would  render  the'  peo- 
ple more  averfe  to  the  new  governrtient, 
and  more  favourable  to  his  expedition.  The 
eafy  conqueft  of  Longwy  arid  Vetdua 
tended  to  confirm  him  in  thdfe  fentimcnts. 
He  found  no  very  great  difficulty  in  Arcing 
the  Straits  of  Grand-Prc, 

Thus  far  therefore  every  thing  rather  had 
a  tendency  to  encourage  the  Duke  to  pro- 
ceed ;  but  the  adion  of  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, ani  the  difpofition  in  whicll  he 
found  the  country,  muft  have  had  a  very> 
different  effed  on  his  mind.  By  the  former 
he  had  the  proofs  of  a  firmnefs  in  the 
French  army,  and  a  Ikill  in  the  General 
which  he  did  not  expe£l ;  and  in  the  coun- 
try, fo  far  from  any  favourable  difpofitioa 
towards  his  enterpiize,  every  appearance 
was  hoftile  in  the  higheft  degree.  At  hid 
camp  at  La  Lune  his  convoys  were  fome- 
times  intercepted ;  he  could  obtain  no  pro«! 

vifions 
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Viiions  from  the  inhabitants,  and  his  armr 
was  fu^cring  under  the  complicated  diftrels 
of  want,  aiid  a  dangerous  epidemic ;  it  is  faid 
there  were  near  ten  thoufand  fick  in  his  campi 
iwicj  at  Grand-Pre.  tn  fuch  circumftances  an 
attack  on  I)umoi>rier*s  army,  how  ^0,006 
ftrong,  and  whofe  ftrength  he  had  aU 
i-eady  experienced,  was  not  very  proraifing 
of  fuccefs ;  apd  if  unfuccefsrul,  would  have 
been  attended  with  the  entire  ruiii  of  his 
dwn*  But  even  upon  the  fuppbfitidn  that 
he  had  been  vidorious,  the  remains  of  the 
JFrench  army  after  a  defeat,  with  the  troop* 
at  Chalons,  Rheims,  SoifTons,  and  in  every 
part  of  the  country,  would  have  rendered  the 
retreat  of  his  army,  diminlfhed  by  vidory 
and  enfeebled  by  ficknefs,  vety  dangerous  if 
he  had  marched  much  fai'ther  into  France. 

As  foon  as  it  was  evident  that  the  coun-t 

jtry  was  againft  him,   the  Duke  of  Brun- 

fwick^'s   enterprize  might  have  been  con* 

fidered  a$  having  failed.     He  had  nothing 
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it  think  of  but  to  effed  i  retreat,  which  Be 
finally  conduced  with  i  ikill  equal  to  the 
higheft  Imputation. 

But  he  firft  propofed  a  truce ;  during  thit 
z  conference  took  place  between  the  chie& 
of  the  oppofite  armies*  It  has  been  faid^ 
that  Dumourier  agreed  to  this  with  a  view 
to  promote  defertion  among  the  German 
foldiers,  by  diftributing  the  decree  of  the 
National  Aflcmbly  for  the  encouragement 
of  defcrtcrst  and  alfo  in  the  hopes  of  in- ' 
ducing  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  break  with 
the  Auftrians,  at  this  moment  of  indignation 
and  diiappointment ;  and  it  has  been  af^ 
ferted  that  Dumourier  proved  himfelf  a 
much  better  politician  than  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  on  this  occafion.  The  reverfe 
of  this  however  feems  to  be  the  truth ;  for 
if  what  is  mentioned  above  were  really 
Dumourier's  objedls  in  agreeing  to  the 
truce,  he  failed  in  both.  There  was  na 
defertion  from  the  Pruffian  arrays  and  the 
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King  di<!  noi  break  with  the  Bmpcror;  hut 
!t  was  of  infinite  importance  to  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwicki  who  had  already  determined  oii 
a  retreat)  to  have  a  few  days  of  truce,  which 
he  employed  in  conveying  his  artillery  and 
heavy  baggage  updifturbed  from  the  camp 

of  La  Lune  to  Grand-Pri. 
■ 

Nothing  can  be  more  Uncandid  and  in- 
confident  than  the  manner  in  which  th^ 
Duke  of  Brunfwick^s  conduct  has  been  crl* 
tidfed— It  is  aflcrted  in  the  firft  place,  that 
he  inconfidcratcly  led  his  army  into  a  fitua- 
tion  fo  defperate,  that  if  they  advanced,  they 
muft  be  all  either  killed  or  taken  prifoners; 
if  they  retreated^  one  half  muft  be  cut  in 
pieces ;  and  if  they  remained  where  they 
were,  they  muft  be  ftarved. — ^Taking  thii 
account  to  be  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  one 
would  imagine  thlthc  fhouldbe  allowed  fome 
credit  for  having  extricated  his  army  from 
ft)  peril6us  a  fituation — inftead  of  which, 
wc  are  toldj^  that  eVen  in  this^  he  fbeWed 
H  i  lefs 
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he  delivered  them. 

Iri  confirmatioa  however  of  my  6wfl 
opinion  on  this  fubjed;^  I  (hall  only  add^ 
that  it  was  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  who  firft 
propofed  the  truce,  and  not  Dumourier— 
that  during  the  whole  time  it  coatinued^ 
his  artillery  and  baggage  were  moving  to 
Grand-Pr6,  and  that  as  fooii  as  he  knew 
they  wdre  fafe  there,  he  renewed  his  ori* 
ginal  manifello,  which  he  muft  have  known 
would  put  an  end  to  the  truce*  All  thofe 
circumflances  render  it  probable  that,  how^ 
ever  acute  and  able  Dumourier  may  be,  the 
truce  was  more  advantageous  to  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick  than  to  him. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  September  the  Duke 
raifed  his  camp  at  LaLune,and  retreated  with 
his  whole  army  by  Grand-Pre  to  Bufancy* 
The  Auftrians,  under  the  command  of  Ge- 
neral Clairfait,  feparated  from  the  Pruffiansr, 
and  pafled  the  Meufe  at  Stenay,  and  took  the 
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peare(l  way  to  the  county  of  Luxembourg^ 
while  the  Pruffians  pafTed  at  Dun^  and  pur* 
iiied  the  courfe  of  the  rivers  to  Verdun* 
Their  march  was  How,  on  accQunt  of  the 
number  of  thra*  fick,  as  well  as  cf  the 
i)adae^  of  the  roads  j  hut  In  fucb  order^ 
that  »hhough  purTued  by  numerous  de^ 
lachmentg  q(  French,  no  confiderable  ad* 
vantage  yras  g^^iticd  pv^  them  dvuing  this 
\7h0Ie  march^  7 

\Vben  I>umottr2er  law  the  enemy  In  full 
Tetreat,  and  that  they  could  attempt  nothing 
of  importance  in  that  quarter  this  feafon,  he 
determined  to  go  to  Paris.  He  wiOied  to 
.  ^ttle  with  th#  Ej^eciitive  Power  a  plan  of 
operations  for  ai>  immei|iate  expedition  into 
Auftrian  FlanderSji  whither  he  has  ordered  a 
jreat  part  of  his  army,  and  where  he  experts 
to  gather  frefh  laurel^.  What  ^ivea  a  high 
ii^ea  of  Dumouricr^s  vigour  cf  mipd  is,  that 
}p  adding  to  the  plan  of  operations  which  he 
H  3  had 
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had  traced  out  for  the  defence  of  France,  he 
refifted  the  injunaions  which  he  frequently 
received  from  the  adminiftration  at  Paris — 
and  took  the  whole  rcfponfibility  upon  hinir 
felf.  At  Paris  thpr?  was  fo  gr^at  an  alarm^ 
on  hearing  that  foipe  German  irregulars  had 
been  near  Rheims^  that  they  wiflicd  him  ta 
fall  back.  And  Servan,  the  war  miniftcr, 
has  the  following  cxprcffion$  in  ^  letter  to 
Dumourier,  dated  the  27th  of  September. 

**  J 'efper^  toujo^irs,  mon  cher  General, que 
yous  refterez  convaincu,  ainfi  que  nous,  qi|c 
vous  n'avez  plus  yn  inoment  a  perdre  pouf 
yous  rapprocher  de  la  Marne,  afin  de  couvn^p 
par  la  Chalons,  Rheims,  et  les  fuperbes 
camps^gnes  d^  Soiflbnnois  et  de  la  Brie: 
que  nous  import  aftuellement  que  renncmi 
pccupe  les  plaines  arides  de  la  Champagne  V^ 
-—And  he  pnds  the  fame  letter  with  ^hcfc 
^yords^  "  Perfonne  ne  vous  voit  tranquille- 
ment  a  Saintc  Menehould  tandis  que  le^ 
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houlans  viennent  infulter  les  fauxbourgs  de 

When  we  refledl  on  the  charadler  of  the 
people  Dumourier  was  accountable  to  fof 
bis  condud,  and  how  little  they  are  dit 
pofed  to  forgive  what  they  confider  as  rc- 
preheqfible,  we  muft  the  more  admire  his 
fteadinefs.  It  is  now  generally  faid,  that  if  he 
bad  fallen  back  to  Chalons  and  Rhelms,  the 
enemy  might  have  got  pofleflion  of  a  plenti- 
ful country,  and  perhaps  wintered  in  France. 

He  kft  Bournonville  to  harrafs  the  PruiV 
fians  during  their  retreat     That  General 

*  I  hope,  my  dear  General,  that  you  are  m  mu^ 
convinced  as  we,  that  you  ough(,  without  a  moment's 
ielay,  to  move  towards  the  4cpaitment  of  La  Mamf  ^ 
on  purpofe  to  prote<%  Chalons,  Rbeims,  and  the  fertU^^ 
fields  of  the  SoifaglMns  and  La  Brie.  Of  whtft  im>- 
portance  i$  it  to  us  that  the  enemy  are  in  poiTeffion  of 
the  barren  plains  of  Champaigne  ? 

We  cannot  with  patience  think  of  your  remainiag  a| 
3t.  Menehould,  while  the  Hulans  are  infulting  the 
fu)>uTbiof  Rheiras* 
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!  followed  them  as  far  fts  Bufancy;  an4  thcii 
being  ordered  to  the*  army  intended  againft 
flinders,  hf  was  replaced  by  the  Generals 
Kqllermannand  Valence,  who,  with  all  their 
zeal  and  adivity,  were  not  able  to  gain 
any  advantage  over  this  retreating  and  fickly 
aririy* 

Dillon,  on  his  p^rt,  followed  that  body 
of  Auftrians  and  Hefljans  who  had  attacked 
his  pbft  at  Biefme,  and  were  now  retreating 
by  ^no^h??:  route  towards  Verdun, 

He  had  about  1 6,000  men  with  hiip, 
and  the  army  he  purfued  was  more  nu- 
merdus,  and  ionfifted  of  well  difciplined 
troops*  Having  heard  that  the  Auftrians  and 
Heflians  were  irritated  againft  each  othei", 
^nd  having  bqen  informed  that  the  Land- 
grave himfelf  had  fpoken  with  anger  againft 
the  conduct  of  thfe  Auftrians,  he  wrote  a 
letter  from  Domballe  to  that  Prince,  which 
he  fent  by  M.  Gobert  his  Adjutant  General, 
at  the  fame  time  that  \l^  difmiffed  M,  Lin- 
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l3au,  an  Heffian  officer,  who  bad  !)€!€% 
talpen  prifonen  In  this  letter,  after  feme  g«iy 
peral  re^eftions  refpefting  the  right  of  xui?* 
tjons  to  change  their  governments,  whidi 
it  is  not  probable  the  Landgrave  wiU  think 
concli^five,  Dillon  alfures  him  that  he  h 
furrounded  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  will  be 
Very  difficult  for  him  to  efcape  ;  but  that  K 
he  will  fet  out  the  following  morning  foe 
his  own  country,  and  entirely  evacuate  the 
French  territories  with  his  troops,  that  ht 
will  be  allowed  to  pafs  undifturbed  by  «r- 
tain  pofts  which  were  at  that  time  occupki 
\>j  the  French* 

Dillon  faw,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power 
Vith  1 6,000  men  to  prevent  the  retreat  oF 
2o,OQOj  but  he  thought  if  he  could  per* 
fuade  the  Hieffians  to  feparate  from  tlic 
Auftrians,  he  might  cut  off  the  latter* — ft 
was  not  very  likely  indeed  that  the  Land* 
grave  would  be  fo  far  deceived  as  to  accept 
9 f  DilloB^s  offer ;  b.ut .  whatever  may  be 
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thdoght  of  the  depth  of  the  ftratagem*  it  U 
evident  that  Dillon  meant  to  fcrve,  not  to  in- 
jure France;  for  he  fliewcd  the  letter  to  Gc- 

^neral  Qalbaud  before  he  fent  it,  and  he  alfo 
gave  a  copy  of  it,  with  the  Landgrave's  an- 
fwcr,  to  Sillery,  Carra,  *nd  Prienr,  the  Com- 
miflioners  of  the  National  Convention  *. 

But  what  puts  Dillon's  intentions  out  of 
all  queftion  is,  that  on  the  4th  of  Odober 
he  intercepted  a  letter  from  the  DireAor  q( 

:  the  diftria  of  Etain,  to  the  Landg;rave  of 
Heffc,  dated  the  firft  of  Odober,  by  which 

.  it  appeared  that  die  Landgrave  was  expedcd 
to  take  his  head  quarters  at  Etain;  on  which 
Dillon  fent  a  courier  from  his  camp  at  Sivry- 
la-Parche  to  General  Favart  at  Metz,  to  in- 
form him,  that  he  intended  to  attack  the 
enemy  on  their  retreat,  and  that  they  were  to 

■  retreat  by  Etain ;  to  prove  which  he  tranfmit- 
ted  the  intercepted  letter  to  Favart,  and  defired 

•  Rapport  dc»  Commiflairca  de  la  Convention- 

him 
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haA  to  fdad^  a  detachtxicnt  from  the  gamCIo^ 
of  Metz  to  co-operate  in  haraffing  thenu    , 

He  adds,  ^^  Faites  avertir  tous  les  villa^^ 
l^ue  tous  les  citojcns  repretinent  de  la  coo* 
fiance^  que  Ton  fonne  le  tpcfin  par«tout, 
tomes  les  armes  feront bonnet  povr  harcela" 
rennemiy  ct  tomber  dana  chaque  defile 
fur  fes  equipages*  Faites  proclamer  que  tous 
ceux  que  lui  foumiroDt  une  livre  de  paiD^ 
font  traitres  a  leur  pays*  Je  lepurfuirrai 
(ans  r^lache  sUIs  fe  retirent ;  je  les  com- 
t)attrai  s^ils  rcftent,"  &c** 

General  Dillon's  letter  to  the  Landgrave 
of  Hefle  Caflfely  and  the  Landgrave's  anfwa*». 

f  ^'  Let  this  t^e  proclaimed  in  all  the  villages^  that 
|he  cidzens  may  recover  thdr  fpiritsj  let  the  alarm  be 
founded  cycry  where :  all  forts  of  arms  will  fcnrc  to  har* 
fafs  the  enemf^  s)nd  to  afli(|  in  attacking  their  carri;^et 
}n  eyery  de61e.  Let  it  be  procl^med,  that  all  who 
fumifh  them  with  a  fingik  pound  of  bread  will  be  con* 
fidered  as  traitors  to  their  country.  I  will  purfue  them 
without  relaxation  if  they  fly— I  am  determined  to  fight 
them  if  they  rcm^i**  &c. 
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pvm  any  commcotaiy.    Tbey  were  read  ii^ 

the  AiTemUy,  and^  iaftead  of  appeanng^ 

-jaerktmeus  or  innpcekif ^  tkey  had  the  moSt 

«aafigiu^it  a^d  moft  UAoatmral  cooffa^ii^oi^ 

fM  o&  them  by  fomc  of  the  membess* 

lidcrUai  <fS  Thioavtll^  exclaimed^  that  thb 

letter  waa  a  compttte  pxoof  of  IKlkmy 

bttag  a  traitor^— ^This  Meclm  is  a  mod  zed- 

Ipoa  accufiir;  he  feems.  ta  thinVi^  that  b^ 

aaimlering  the  repotatioiv  of  others^  he  ihall 

accumulate  a  iraft  Hock  of  £mie  to  himfelf» 

as.  the  ladiaa  imagioea  that  he  becomes  the 

immediate  poflefior  of  all  th/s  courage  and 

dexterity  of  the  enemy  he  kills*     MerliB,^ 

not  fatisfied  with  the  interpretation  he  h^ 

,  Stven  to  thia  letter  to  the  Landgrave>i;evei;t- 

.  ^d  to  Dillon's  proclamation  at  Font-lbr« 

^  Sambre  and  other  parts  of  his  conduct  pre* 

vious  to  the  lOth  of  Auguft ;  on  all  which, 

^  \q  put  the  mcft   malienant  coofti^dion^ 
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And  ^mflied  by  ptdpofiog  a  decree  ai  iki^ 
cUikdon  againft  him. 

^  One  general  ctfBcer/'  faid  feeirlaint,  •^liat 
ijready  anfweted  your  dectee  of  acculktratt 
by  a  vidory — How  do  you  know  thAt  DB* 
Ion  was  not  obeying,  the  orders  of  t>umt>u^ 
ricr  when  he  wtote  the  letter  in  cjueftionf* 

Couthon,  in  anf v\rer  to  Ker&int^  dedardl 
that  no  decree  of  accu(ltion  toiild  be  bet* 
ter  founded  than  that  noT^  propofed  agalnft 
Arthur  Dillon — He  faid,  he  Woiild  not  lafc« 
lAto  con6deration  iny  thing  laid  to  his 
charge  before  his  letter  to  the  Landgrave^ 
but  in  the  fame  breath  he  recapitulated 
whatever  was  moft  likely  tb  injilre  him  iil 
the  mind  of  the  Convention  refpedling  his 
condud  long  before  that  dme,  and  imtne^ 
mediately  after  the  tenth  of  Auguft. 

Couthpn  labours  under  a  difeafe  Which' 
renders  him  unable  to  walk,  or  even  t<» 
fiand ;  and  which  feems  to  have  commu*^ 
nicated    its   malignity  to  his  difpodtion* 

He 
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^e  is  always  bi!V>u£^  in  the  urns  d  his 
fervant  from  his  carriage  iiMo  the  Aflem* 
yiy^    and  18  indalged  ia    the   liberty  of 
j^peaking  withoi^  rifing  from  hk  feat — He 
has  the  reputation  of  being  a  man  of  acute 
parts ;  there  is  V  mildnefs  in  his  counter 
nance  that  is  not  found  in  his  opinions, 
which  arc  generally  violent  and   fevere* 
His  fpeech  rendered  the  enemies  of  Dilion 
more  furious — One  member  faid  that  he. 
ieemed  inclined^  to  make  no  other  ufe  of 
(he  army  committed  to  his  charge  but  as 
^  iafe*guard  to  condu<3:  the   enemies   of 
France  out  of  the  eountry ;  another  obfer- 
ved,  that  it 'was  highly  expledient  that  the 
Convention  fliould  charge  the  Executive 
Power  to  take  particular  cara^that  Dillon 
did  not  make  his  eicapc.     And  a  third  a£* 
cended  the  tiibune  and  made  a  motion 
which  terminated  the  climax  of  iotem^ 
perance  and  injuflice — ^He  propofed  tha€, 
the  th?ee  Commiflioaers  ihould  be  imme* 

iikte\f 
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dbtely  arrefted  as  trakors  for  not  faavio^ 
ftilpeiided  Dillon  from  his  commaod,  the 
moment  he  fii^wed  thtm  a  cqpj  of  the 
ibtter  ht  had  written  to  the  Landgrave* 
Nothing  coold  be  more  uncandid  and  cap« 
tious  than  the  fpirit  (hewn  by  thofe  men  on 
this  bcc2&on ;  diey  muft  have  known  that 
DiUon  -had  purfued  the  Heiliana  and  AuP- 
trians  vrith  indefatigable  a^vity  to  Vav 
dun,  and  that  it  was  in  confequence  of  the 
batteries  which  he  loft  no  time  in  ere^ng 
agdnft  that  town,  that  it  foon  after  fur* 
rendered,  but  they  could  not  forget  Dillon's 
condut^  on  his  (irft  receiving  the  accounts 
of  the  proceedings  at  Paris  on  the  loth  of 
Auguft. .  Prudence  and  good  policy  indi- 
cate a  .  different  conduct;  the  beft  way 
farely  to  condliate  men  to  a  revolution,  is 
to  prcfent  them  with  greater  advantages 
under  the  new  government  than  they  en* 
joyed  under  the  old.— But  thefe  furious 
reformers,  whilft  they  declaim  j^ainft  the 
2  tyranny 
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fcytaiiny  bf  the  ancJcnt  goVerfimentj^  pxiii 
fcnt  nothing  in  fupport  of  the  newj  bui 
accufationS)  poiiiai'ds  and  guUlotine84 
With  much  difficulty^  inftead  of  ai|  imme4 
^te  ^ceufatlon^  they  at  la£k  calne  to  a  refos 
hition,*  that  the  Executive*  Council  fliould 
to-morrow  ftate  to  the  affcmbly  all  th^  cir4 
cilmftantfes  relatire  to  0eAer4  Dillon'^ 
conduft  to  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe  Cafleli 
tte&re  they  made  any  decree  refpeding 
him 

bftobcr  13, 
1  w6nt  thia  mortting  to  the  Conven- 
tional Aflfembly^  and  was  admitted  into  the 
box  vrhere^  on  the  i  ith  of  Auguft^  I  had 
fcen  the  unfortunate  family,  now  prifonera 
in  the  temple^  feated* 

The  hall  and  gfalleries  were  uncommonly 
crowded,  becaufe  Dumourier,  who  arrived 
in  Paris  laft  night,  was  expeded  to  come  td 
the  Affembly  this  day. 

The  forenoon  was  fpent  in  debates^  in 

which 
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of  the  moft^diftinguilhed  members  of  the 
Convention  took  part.  About  one  o'clock 
I  faw  one  of  the  huiffiers  go  to  the  Prefi- 
dent,  and  I  heard  him  acquaint  him^  that 
Dumourier  attended  in  the  adjoining  room. 

The  Prefident,  hojvevgr,  did  not  inter- 
rupt the  debate,  which  continued  for  at 
leaft  an  hour  after  this  information  was 
giveni  It  was  known  to  fome  in  the  At- 
fembly^  that  Dumourier  was  waiting  to  be 
called  in ;  feveral  members  thinking .  the 
Prefident  was  ignorant  of  that  circumftance, 
went  up  and  whifpered  him — he  fignified 
by  a  nod  that  he  already  knew  it,  and  al- 
lowed the  debate  to  continue. 

It  ftruck  me  as  lingular,  that  a  General 
who  in  fuch  critical  cireumflances  had 
rendered  the  moft  important  fervices  to  his 
country,  and  was  juft  returned  vidorious^ 
fhould  be  treated  with  fuch  coolnefs. — I 
have  no  doubt  it  was  done  on  purpofe,  and, 
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in  tlie  republican  fpirit,  intended  as  a  hint ' 
to  the  General  not  to  overvalue  his  Impor- 
tance. 

At  laft,  however,  the  Prefident  read  a 
letter  from  General  Dumourier,  in  which 
he  informs  the  Convention,  that  he  defires 
to  pay  his  duty  to  them,  and  waits  their 
orders*  A  member  moved  that  he  fliould 
be.  admitted  diredly ;  and  the  General,  at- 
tended by  feveral  officers,  appeared  at  the 
bar,  amidft  the  applaufe  of  the  Affembly, 
and  the  acclamatioiM  of  the  galleri^. — He 
is  confidcrably  below  the  middle  fize,  of  a 
iharp  and  intelligent  countenance,  and 
feems  rather  above  50  years  of  age.  He  pro- 
nounced the  following  difcourfe,  throwing 
his  eyes  occafionally  on  a  paper  which  he 
held  in  his  hand. 

**  Citoyens    Legiflateurs  —  La    liberty 

triomphe  par  tout :  guid^e  par  la  philofo- 

phie,  elle  parcourra  Tunivers,  et  s  afleoira . 

fur  tous  les  trones,  apres  avoir  ecraf^  le  def- 

I  ,  potifbsiei^ 
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potlfme,  apres  avoir  eclaire  les  peupleg* 
Les  loix  conflitutlonelles  auxquelles  vous 
allez  trayailler^  feront  la  bafe  du  bonheur 
et  de  la  fraternitc  des  nations.  Cette 
guerre- ci  fera  la  derniere  j  et  les  tyrans  et 
les  privilegies,  tromp^s  dans  leuijB  criminels 
calculs,  feront  les  feules  vidimes  de  cette 
lutte  du  pouvoir  arbitraire  contre  la  raifon. 
**  L'armee,  dont  la  confiance  de  la  nation 
m^avoit  donne  la  conduite,  a  bien  merite  de 
la  patrie:  reduite,  lorfque  jeTai  jointe  le  28 
Aout,  k  lyjOoo  hommes,  deforgaoifee  par 
des  traitres  que  le  chatiment  et  la  honte 
pourfuivent  par  tout,  elle  n'a  ete  efFrayee 
ni  du  nombre,  ni  de  la  difcipline,  ni  des 
menaces,  ni  de  la  barbarie,  ni  des  premiers 
fucces  de  80,000  fatellites  du  defpotifme. 
Les  defiles  de  la  for6t  d^Argonne  ont  et6  les 
Thermopyles,  ou  cette  poignee  de  foldats  de 
la  liberte  a  prefent6,  pendant  quinze  jours,  a 
cette  formidable  armee  une  refiftance  im- 
pofante.  Plus  heureux  que  les  Spartiatcs, 
Qous  avpns  ete  fecourus  par  deux  armies 
I  2    ,  aninieea 
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animees  du  tneme  efprit  que  nous.  Noui 
nous  fommed  r6Joxnts  dans  le  camp  inex- 
pugnable de  Sainte  Menehould.  Les  en- 
nemis,  aii  defefpoir,  ont  voulu  tenter  unc 
attaquc,  qui  ajoute  une  viftoire  a  la  carriere 
militaire  <de  mon  collegue^  et  mon  ami^ 
Kellermann* 

•'  Dans  Ic  camp  de  Sainte  Menehould,  lesv 
foldats  de  la  liberte  ont  deploye  d'autres 
vertus  militaires,  fans  lefquclles  le  courage 
meme  peut  etre  nuifible:  la  confiance  en 
leurs  chefs, "  I'obeifl^nce,  la  patience  ct  la 
perfev^ratice.  Cette  partie  de  Tempirc 
Franfais  prefente  un  fol  aride,  fans  eau  et 
fans  bois,  les  Alleniands  s^en  fouviendront: 
leur  fang  impur  f6condera,  peut  etre,  cette 
terre  ingrate  qui  en  eft  abrcuvee.  La 
faifon  etoit  tres  pluvieufe  et  tres  froide :  not 
fpldats  etoient  mal  habill6s,  fans  paille  pour 
fe  coucher,  fans  couvertures,  quelquefoit 
deux  jours  fans  pain,  parceque  la  pofitioa 
dfe  Tennemi  obligeoit  les  convois  ^  de  long* 
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detours,  par  des  chemins  de  traverfe  tr^ 
tMuvais  ea  tout  terns,  et  gat^s  par  des 
jduies  cootiauelles;  car  je  doisrendFe  juf- 
tice  aux  regifleurs  des  vivres  et  des  four* 
rages^  qui,  malgre  tous  les  obftacles  des 
mauvais  chemms,  de  la  faifon  pluyieufe, 
des  mouvemens  imprcvus,  ou  que  j*etois 
oblig^  de  cacher,  out  entretenu  Pabondance 
autdrtt  qu'il  teur  4  €x.€  poflible;  et  je  fuis 
l)iei3L  aife  de  publier  qdc  c'eft  a  leurs  foins 
qu*on  doit  la  bonne  fant6  des  foldats.  Ja- 
mais je  ne  les  ai  vus  murmurer.  Les  chants 
et  la  joie  auroient  fait  prendre  ce  camp  ter- 
rible pour  un  de  ces  camps  de  plaifance^  oU 
le  luxe  des  rois  raflerabloit  autrefois  des  au- 
tomates enregimentcs  pour  Tamufement  de 
leurs  maitrefles  ou  de  leurs  enfans. 

^  L'efpoir  de  vaincre  foutenoit  les  foldats 
de  la  libcrte;  leurs  fatigues,  leurs  privations, 
ont  ^te  rccoijipenf(Ses :  Tennemi  a  fuccom- 
be  fous.  la  faim,  la  mifere  et  les  maladies; 
cette  armee  formidable  fut  diminu^e  de 
oloitil ;  les  cadavres  et  les  chevaux  morts  ja- 
I  3  lonnent 
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.lonncnt  la  route;  KcUcrmann  les  pourfuk 

.  avcc  plus  dc  40,000  hommes,    pendant 

qu'avec  un  pareil  nombre  je  marche   au 

fecours  du  departement  du  Nord,  et  des 

.  malheureux  et  cftimables  Beiges  et  Liegeois. 

*•  Je  ne  fuis  venu  pafTer  quatre  jours  ici 

que  pour  arranger  avec  le  Confeil  les  details 

cette  campagne  d*hiver.     J'en  profite  pour 

^vous  prefenter  mes  hommages.    Je  ne  vous 

ferai  point  de  nouveaux  fermens ;  je  me 

jnontrerai  digne  de  commander  aux  enfans 

.de  la  liberte,  et  de  foutenir  les  loix  que  le 

peuple  fouverain  va  fe  faire  a  lui  meme  par 

votre  organc  *•" 

The 

*  Citizen  Lcgiflators— Liberty  is  every  where  tri- 
umphant ;  dire£led  by  philofophy,  flie  will  pervade  the 
world,  flic  will  crufli  defpotifm,  open  the  eyes  of  man- 
kind, and  feat  herfelf  on  the  throne  of  the  univerfe, 
Thofe  conftitutional  laws  which  you  are  about  to  frame 
win  ferve  as  a  bafis  for  the  union  and  happinefs  of 
nations.  The  prefent  war  will  be  the  laft  of  wart, 
and  the  tyrants  of  the  worldj  deceived  in  their  crimi- 
nal 
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-   Th€  lou4  appkufe  of  all  the  deputiel 
and  fpedators  was  renewed  feveral  times 

after 

nal  calculations,  will  be  the  fole  vi£iimd  of  this  conten* 
tion  between  arbitrary  power  and  reafon* 

The  army  entrufted  to  my  command  by  the  publie 
confidence  has  dcfcrvcd  well  of  their  country :  reduced^ 
when  I  joined  it,  to  j7#qoo,  and  weakened  by  the 
machinations  of  fhamelefs  traitors,  who  I  hope  will 
one  day  meet  the  puniihment  they  deferve,  it  wa^ 
never  intimidated  by  the  numbers,  the  threats,  the  bar- 
barity, or  eren  by  the  firft  fuccefs  of  80,000  flaves  oi 
defpotiim.    The  (traits  of  the  foreft  of  Avgonne  wa$ 
the  Thermopy Ix  in  which  that  handful  of  the  foldiers-of 
liberty,  for  fifteen  fueceflfive  days,  prefented  a  refiftance 
which  kept  that  formidable  army  in  awe*    More  for-« 
tunate  than  the  Spartans,  we  were  (uccoured  by  two  ' 
armies  animated  by  the  {ame  fpirit  with  ourfe^es;  they 
joined  us  at  the  impregnable  eamp  of  Saint  Menehould* 
The  enemy,  prompted  by  defpair,  hazarded  an  attack, 
which  adds  a  vidory  to  the  military  career  of  my 
friend  and  colleague  Kellermann* 

At  St.  Menehould  the  foldiers  of  freedom  difplayed 

other  military  virtues,  without  which  valour  itfelf  may 

become  burtfuli  namely  confidence  in  their  officers, 
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after  Dumouricr  had  confcludcd,  before  the 
Prefideot  could  make  a  r^ply^  which  he  did 

at 

obedience,  patience  and  perfeverance.  .  That  part  of 
Franee  is  Ijarrcn,  and  deftitute  of  wood  and  water. 
The  Germans  will  remember  it.  Their  flavifh  blood 
"With  which  it  is  drenched,  may  perhaps  render  it  more 
fertile.  The  weather  was  uncommonly  wet  and  cold, 
our  foldters  were  ill  clothed,  they  had  neither  ftraw  to 
lie  upon,  nor  blankets  to  cover  them,  and  fometime$ 
they  were  for  two  entire  days  without  bread  j  for  fuch 
,wa8  the  poll  dan  of  the  enemy  that  our  convoys  ^verc 
^igcd  to  malcf*  a  circuit,  by  crofs  roads,  :lt  ^11  time^ 
bad,  but  then  rendered  worfe  by  the  late  exceflivc 
Tains.  Here  I  muft  do  juftice  to  the  commiflaries  of 
ftores  and  forage :  notwithftanding  all  the  obftacles  of 
-bad  foads,  badwc;ithcr,and  of  fudden  movements, which  • 
I  could  not  always  forcfee,  and,  when  I  did,  was  often 
obliged  to  conceal,  they  fuppUed  us  as  well  as  pofCbly 
could  have  been  expefted.  And  it  is  with  pleafure  I 
•take  this  opportunity  of  declaring,  that*  the  health  of 
your  army  i^  owing  to  their  extraordinary  care  and  di- 
ligence. Ajnidft  all*  the  difficulties  I  have  ftated,  the 
foWicrs  were  never  heard  to  murmur:  on  hearing  the 
fongsof  joy  whiicK  refounded  from  every  corner  of  our 
warlike  camp,  it  might  have  been  miftakcn  for  one  of 
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Jit  length  in  the  following  terms — ^^^  Citoyea 
General— L'accueil  que  vous  venez  dc  re- 
cevoir  de  la  Convention  Nationale^  exprime 

thofe  camps  of  pleafure  in  which  luxurious  monarchs 
formeily  aflcmfeled  fegimented  automatons  to  man-» 
Mcwnc  (ct  the  amufemcnt  of  their  children  and  xnlf- 
^refles. 

The  hope  of  yidory  fupportcd  the  foldicrs  of  liberty. 
Their  fatigues  and  hardfliips  have  been  fully  compcn- 
iated.  The  enemy  funk  under  fatigue,  famine  and 
difeafe.  That  formidable  army  was  diminifhed  one 
Jialf }  dire£led  by  the  dead  bodies  of  meli  and  horfcs, 
Ecllennann  purfues  them  at  the  head  of  forty  thou£u2d 
pien. 

I  purpofe  t9  march  immediately  with  the  fame  num- 
ber to  fuccour  the  department  of  the  North,  and  to  the 
relief  of  our  efteemed  and  unfortunate  friends,  the  in- 
habitants of  Brabant  and  Liege. 

I  am  come  hither,  for  four  days,  to  fettle  with  the 
council  the  plan  of  our  winter  campaign — I  avail  myfelf 
of  the  opportunity  to  pay  my  duty  to  you.  I  bind  my- 
felf by  no  new  oaths  j  but  I  will  fhew  myfelf  worthy  of 
commanding  the  fons  of  liberty,  and  faithful  in  fupport 
ot  thofe  laws  which  the  fovereign  people  are  now  about 
fo  frame  through  you. 
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mleux  que  jc  nc  Ic  pourrois  fairc  fa  fatlf- 
fadion  dc  vos  ferviccs,  ct  la  haute  opinion 
qu*cUc  a  con^uc  de  vos  talens  et  dc  votre 
patriotifme.  Continucz,  Citoycn  General, 
continuez  a  dinger  les  foldats  de  la  liberty 
dans  le  chemin  de  la  vidoire ;  condnuez  a 
vous  couvrir  de  lauriers ;  continuez  a  biea 
fervir  la.  patrie,  et  vous  acquirerez  de  nou- 
veauK  droits  a  la  xeconnoiflance  de  la  re- 
publique. 

'VLa  Convention  Nationale  vous  invite, 
^fi  que  vos  freres  d'armes  a  la  feance  *.'* 

One  of  the  deputies  then  moved,  that  the 

*  Citizen  General — The  reception  you  have  met 
with  from  the  National  Convention  is  a  flronger  tefti- 
mony  than  any  expreflion  of  mine  could  be>  of  their 
approbation  of  your  conduA,  and  of  their  high  opinion 
of  your  talents  and  patriotifm.  Citizen  General,  con- 
tinue to  lead  the  foldiers  of  liberty  in  the  road  of  vic- 
tory-r<ontinue  to  gather  laurels — ^perfift  in  fervlng  your 
country,  and  you  will  acquire  new  claims  to  the  grati-% 
tude  of  the  republkT. 
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.  Convention  {hould  authorize  the  Prcfidcnt 
to  demand  of  General  Dumourier  whathe 
thoiight  refpeding  the  affair  of  Dillon, 

This  was  done  accordingly,,  and  Dih 
xnourier  readily  anfweredy  that  he  hajl  read 
a  copy  of  the  letter  in  queftion ;  that  he 
confidered  it  merely  as  a  bravado  on  the 
part  of  Dillon,  and  of  little  importance, 
efpecially  as  General  Dillon  had  foon  aft« 
purfued  the  Heffians  with  the  utmoft  vigour* 

Having  faid  this,  Dumourier,  with  the 
officers  who  accompanied  him,  entered  the 
hall — Many  of  the  deputies  rofe  and  fa- 
luted  him,  after  which  he  feated  himfe|f 
among  them. 

Two  officers  then  appeared  at  the  bar, 
one  of  whom  addreffing  the  Affembly  faid, 
•*  Legiflators,  the  Adjutant  General  of  the 
army  of  the  North  prefents  you  with  a 
ftandard  taken  in  the  mid  ft  of  fireand 
daughter  from  the  French  emigrants}  as 
(bon  as  it  was  feen  by  the  foldiers  of  liberty, 

they 
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they  brbke  through  the  fquadrons  of  jhofc 
traitors,  and  tore  it  from  them/* 

The  Preddent  having  ma4e  a  fuitable 
anfWer,  Vcrgriiaud  obferved,  that  feveral 
ftaAdards  which  «had  been  won  from  def- 
potifm  were  ^'ready  hartgiAg  in  the  hall ; 
that  as  thofe  were  honourable  trophies  of 
the  vidories  -  of  the  republic,  they  were 
worthy  of  being  expofed  to  the  view  of  the 
citizens :— but  as  for  this,  he  added,  around 
which  the  enemies  of  their  native  country, 
a  fet  of  afTaffins  whom  you  have  deftined 
to  the  fcaffbld  fought  :-H:his  odious  flag 
ought  not  to  fhock  your  fight ;  I  move, 
therefore,  that  it  be  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  the  executioner,  and  publicly  com- 
mitted to  the  flames. 

This  propofal  was  applauded  and  adopt- 
ed. Dumourier  remained  in  the  Affembly 
till  it  broke. up.  He  was  drefled  in  the 
uniform  of  a  General  Officer,  blue  and 
gold  lace  J  he  is  faid  to  be  a  great  deal  lefs 
5  a^tteixtivc 
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attentive  to  drefe  than  is  ufual  in  France  % 
but  in  any  drefs  I  fliould  know  him  to;  be  a 
Frenchman.  He  poflfeffes  the  peculiar  vi- 
vacity of  air  and  manner  that  diftinguiihes 
the  natives  of  thid  country^  I  underftand 
that  he  is  remarkably  entertaining  jmd 
agreeable  in  converfation ;  that  though  he 
has  indulged  in  pleafure,  and  yielded  to 
diffipation,  yet  he  is  capable  of  the  moft 
indefatigable  exertion,  both  of  body  and 
mind,  when  the  importance  of  the  objed 
requires  itj  that  he  has  always  been  fonder 
of  pleafure  than  of  money,  and  ever  ready 
to  facrifice  both  for  renown.  His  enemies, 
who  allow. that  he  poflefles  great  acutenefs 
of  mind,  and  the  moft  unfhaken  courage, 
throw  doubts  upon  his  fleadinefs  in  other 
refpeds.  His  military  talents  have  been 
fufficiently  evinced  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
memorable  campaign :  without  the  fingular 
circumftances  which  raifed  him  to  com- 
mand, ,  and   drew  them  into  aftion,  the 
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man  wEo  yjilth  inferior  force  baffled  ttie  ^ 
attempts  of  the  mod  renowned  Generals  of 
the  age^  would  have  remained  undiflin^ 
guiihed  and  fubordinate  to  thofe  on  whom 
Urth  without  talents^  or  age  which  has 
not  profited  by  experience,  fo  often  devolves 
the  command  of  ^urmies* 

Paris^  Oftobcr  #3. 

The  minds  of  the  Parifians  are  greatly 
elevated  by  the  wonderful  fuccefs  of  the 
French  arms.   The  repulfe  of  the  Auftrians  ^ 
at  Lille,  the  fortunate  expedition  of  General 
Anfelme  into  the  county  of  Nice,  the  re- 
dudlion  of  Savoy,  the  rapid  progrefs  of.. 
Cufline  on  the  Rhine,  and  above  all,  the 
retreat  of  the  Pruil^ans,  are  events  of  a  na- . 
ture  to  have  raifed  the  national  vanity  of  a 
people  lefs  fufceptible  of  its  influence  thaQ 
the  French. 

They  feem  convinced  that  their  arms  are 
irrefiftible,  and  they  begin  to  indulge  the 

moft 
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moft  romantic  ideas.  Of  all  failing!^  to 
\7hich  mankind  are  liable^  vanity  is  the 
moft  comfortable;  and  perhaps  it  may  be 
fortunate  for  a  people  entangled  in  circum«» 
(buvces  rathdr  vexatious,  to  have  this  for  a 
compenfation.  But  fhould  the  Convention 
be  affeded  in  the  fame  way,  it  may  be  at- 
tended with  afflidiog  confequences  to  the 
country.  J  heard  fome  things  this  day  in 
the  AiTembly,  and  alfo  from  one  of  the  de- 
puties^ with  whom  I  had  fome  converfatioa 
fince,  that  give  reafon  to  fufped  that  the 
romantic  notions  above  alluded  to  are  not 
confined  to  the  people  without  doors. 

The  late  fucceffes  are  imputed,  befide  the 
valour  of  the  troops,  to  the  fuperiour  dex-^ 
terity,  fagacity,  and  natural  quicknefs  of  the 
French  cannoniers  over  thofe  of  all  other 
nations* 

It  has  been  propofed  to  ered  a  monument 
ia  the  town  of  Varcnnes  in  commemora* 
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tion  of  the  flight  of  two  kings,  meaning 
Lewii  XVL  who  fled  to  that  town,  and 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  who  lately  Retired 
through  it;  thofe  who  make  the  propofal 
give  this  infcription  for  the  monument^ 
JUgihmfugatis;  and  add  this  reflexion,  JDtf«/ 
fcu^  4:haque  tint  aura  fa  Farcnnes. 

Every  ftroke  of  fatire  directed  againfi: 
kings  is  fure  of  being  well  received  by  the 
Convention. 

The  War  Minifter  feems  fenfihle  of 
this — He  tranfmittcd  to  it  lately  an  in-« 
tercepted  letter,  which  he  pretends  is  from 
fome  perfbn  at  Berlin,  addrefled  to  the 
PrufSan  Minifter,  Bifchofswerder,  in  which 
the  writer  aflerts,  that  the  people  are  highly 
difpkafed  at  the  part  their  fovereign  has 
taken  againft  the  French  nation,  and  that 
the  following  epigram  on  that  fubjciJl:  i^ 
read  with  delight—"  Un  jour  Dieu  voulut 
dpargner  unc  ville  a  caufe  d'un  jufte  qui 
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y  gtoft;  aujourd'hlii  un  prince  Allemand 
Veut  fairc  p^rir  toute  la  France  pour  un 
ImWcille  couronhe  qui  s'y  trouve/* 

But  in  the  midft  of  this  exiiltation  on  ac- 
count of  their  fuccfefs  againft  external  ene- 
mies,  land  of  all  this  fevcrity  againft  kings, 
the  rejprefentatives  of  the  people  feem  not  td 
have  it  in  their  power  to  piinifh  the  in- 
folence  of  certain  perfons  within  the  city  of  . 
Paris. 

The  Convention  decreed,  that  the  elec- 
tion of  the  municipal  officers  of  Paris  (hould 
be  by  ballot.  Certain  turbulent  people,  who 
wifli  the  eledors  to  te  overawed  by  thd 
mob,  ^ifapproved  of  this,  and  prevailed  on 
the  fedion  of  the  Theatre  Fran9ois  to  pro- 
ceed according  to  the  old  method  of  voting 
aloud. — For  this  a6t  of  difobedience  and 
contempt  the  Prefident  and  Secretary  of  the 
fe<aion  were  ordered  to  appear  at  the  W  of 
the  Aflembly. — Belrig  queftioned  by  the 
Prefident,  they  aflfwered  in  a  ftyle  that  by 
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no  means  indicated  repentance ;  yet  as  they 
did  not  avow  an  intention  of  perfifling  in 
their  difobedience,  a  very  flight  apology 
was  accepted,  and  the  two  culprits  were 
admitted  to  the  honours  of  the  fitting — of 
courfe  this  feeble  attempt  to  maintain  au- 
thority will  encourage  difobedience,'  Bu- 
zot  took  this  occafion  to  urge  the  neceflity 
of  adopting  the  meafure  of  having  a  body 
of  troops  at  the  command  of  the  Conven- 
tion, to  enfure  obedicace  to  its  decrees,  and 
proted  the  perfons  of  the  deputies. 

There  are  certain  members  of  the  Aflcm- 
blyj  who,  deriving  their  importance  en- 
tirely from  the  favour  of  the  rabble,  are 
prepared  to  oppofe  this  meafure;  but  as 
the  majority  approve  of  it,  their  oppofition, 
it  is  thought,  will  be  foon  overcome. 

Oftober  14. 

I  was  fitting  this  morning  in  the  Con- 
ventional  Affembly,    when  fuddenly   the 
8  firing 
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firing  of  cannon  was  heard— This  produced 
fome  figns  of  emotion  among  the  deputies, 
who,  like  me,  were  ignorant  of  the  caufe. 

Having  been  accuftomed  to  fuch  founds 
on  account  of  vidories,  or  fome  other  oc* 
calion  of  public  rejoicing,  a  noife  of  this 
nature  was  formerly  apt  to  excite  chearful' 
and  agrttcable  ideas  only.  The  impreffioa 
1  had  in  the  prefent  inftance  was  of  a  very 
different  nature.  The  firing  which  took 
place  when  the  Royal  Family  were  fitting 
in  the  fame  box  on  the  loth  of  Augufl, 
inflantly  fprang  up  in  my  mind ;  an  idea 
clofely  linked  with  that  of  the  execrable  fe- 
cond  of  September,  and  the  dreadful  peal 
which  was  the  harbinger  of  three  continued 
days  and  nights  of  Wood  and  Daughter. 

Thofe  unpleafant    refledions  were  re* 

moved  when  I  waa  informed  that  the  firing 

in  the  prefent  cafe  was  on  account  of  the 

fcftival  which  had  been  decreed  for  the 
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fuccefs  pf  tbc  arms  of  the  Republic  iQ 
Savoy. 

I  immediately  left  the  Allembly,  and  went 
through  the  gardens  of  the  Tuileries  to  the 
Place  de  Louis  XV.  now  called  the  Place  d^ 
|a  Revolution* 

.  A  ftatue,  w^ith  the  emblems  of  Liberty^ 
was  placed  on  the  pedcdal  on  vyhich  the 
cqucftrian  ftatue  of  Lewis  XV.  formerly 
flood.  On  the  eaft  and  weft  fide  of  th^ 
pedeftal  was  infcribed^  Republique  Fran- 
^oife,  1 792  :  on  the  fouth  fide,  Entre? 
de  Montelquiou  a  Chambery^  Capitale  du 
Duche  de  Savoyc;  on  the  north,  Entree 
d'Anfelme,  dans  le  Comt^  de  Nice  et  Mont- 
alban. 

A  large  body  of  the.  national  guards, 
with  a  number  of  armed  citizens  from  all 

the  different  fedions  of  Paris,  with  dilj>layed 

banners,  marched  in  proceflion  to  the  place. 

A  d^pqtation  from  the  Natiooal  Conven- 
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fion^  and  another  from  the  Municipality  of 
Paris,  attended  at  an  amphitheatre  ereded 
for  the  purpofe,  near  the  ftatue  of  Liberty. 
A  great  number  of  Savoyards  of  both  fexes 
and  all  conditions,  holding  each  other  by 
the  hand,  and^ith  every  appearance  of  joy, 
preceded  by  a  band  of  mufic,  marched 
between  two  long  ranka  of  men  armed 
witfl  pikes,  to  the  fquare,  and  were  re- 
ceived by  the  acclamations  of  an  immenfe 
number  of  fpedators.  All  the  colours  and 
banners  of  the  different  regiments  affembled 
in  the  fquare  wfere  arranged  around  the 
ftatue  of  Liberty.  A  numerous  band  of 
inuHc  then  perforiped  the  hymn  of  the 
Marfeillois,  and  that  favourite  fong  was 
fung  by  fome  chofen  fingers  of  the  band; 
and  moft  of  the  people  with  whom  this  vafl: 
and  magnificent  fquare  was  crowded  joined 
in  the  chorus.  After  which  tlie  cannon 
were  repeatedly  fired,  and  in  tiie  intervals 
K  3  the 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(    134    ) 

the  fky  refoundcd  with  univerfal  fhouts  of 
Vive  la  Republique! 

The  hymn  of  the  Marfcillois  is  called  for 
every  evening  at  every  theatre  in  Paris,  and 
nothing  can  exceed  the  enthufiafm  with 
which  it  is  heard. 

I  went  laft  night  to  a  new  mufical  {wece 
called  the  Ephefian  Matron.  The  houfc 
was  pretty  full,  but  the  appearance  of  the 
audience  was  very  different  from  what  I  re* 
colled  to  have  been  ufual  on  fuch  occaGons 
before  the  Revolution. 

The  women  ftill  difplay  fancy  and  fome 
degree  of  elegance  in  their  drefs,  but  the 
men  are  univerfally  drefled  with  the  ntmoft 
fimplicity.  I  fat  in  the  parquet  next  to  a 
remarkably  tall  man  wrapt  in  a  drab  co- 
loured great  coat,  who  feemed  between 
fixty  and  feventy  years  of  age.  On 
-  his  withdrawing,  I  was  told  that  this  was 
Admiral  d'Eftalgn,  who  commanded  the 
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French  fleet  and  army  in  America  and  the 
Weft  Indies  in  the  lail  war. 

The  condud  of  the  Count  d'Eftaign  was 
more  univerfally  approved  of  during  the  late 
war,  than  fince  the  Revolution.' 

He  was  Commander  of  the  national 
guards  of  Verfailles  in  Odober  1789,  when 
a  mob  from  Paris  broke  into  the  palace, 
murdered  fome  of  the  guards,  and  committed 
many  Ihameful  excefles. 

M.  d'Eftaign  appeared  to  be  at  once  a 
friend  to  '  the  principles  of  the  Revolution^ 
and  an  afiiduous  courtier. 

In  a  nation  whofe  conftitution  is  mel- 
lowed by  time,  and  where  the  fubjedls 
have  experienced  the  blefling  of  that  li- 
berty which  the  fpirit  of  their  anceftors 
obtained,  united  to  the  tranquillity  arifing 
from  the  monarchical  form  of  their  govern- 
ment ;  a  love  of  freedom  not  pnly  is  com- 
patible with  attachment  to  the  monarch, 
K  4  but. 
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but,  as  long  as  he  governs  accprdii^  to  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution,  thofe  fenti- 
ments  mutually  ftrehgthen  each  other. 

B,ut,  in  a  nation  on  whofe  governmentthf: 
fcions  of  freedom  are  but  newly  engrafted, 
at  the  expence  of  the  monarch,  and  without 
having  hitherto  produced  any  palatable 
fruit,  the  cafe  i?  different.  The  ftruggles 
^d  animofities  between  thofe  who  produ- 
ced the  alteration,  and  thofe  who  oppofed 
it,  are  too  recent ;  mutual  fufpicion  and  sl 
fenfe  of  mutual  uccufations  are  ftill  exifting ; 
and  he  who  attempts  to  be  the  friend  of 
both  parties,  is  trufted  by  neithen 

M.  d'Eft^ign  has  taken  no  part  in  thf 

lateft  tranfa£tions  ;  he  feems  to  defire  to  live 

tinnpticed,  and  hitherto  he  has  been  undif* 

turbed. 

Oftober  ij^. 

The  emigration  of  the  noblefle  has  been 

fo  very  extenfive,  that  it  is  rare  to  meet 

with  any  perfon  of  name  within  the  walls^ 

of  Paris,  particularly  any  who  h^ve  eveir 
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Wq  employed  or  entrufted  with  the  ancieii| 
government.  Yet  thofe  of  this  defcription^ 
lyho  venture  to  remain  in  France,  are  pec-r 
haps  in  lefs  danger  in  Paris  th^n  in  a  prQ<« 
yincial  town;  becauCe  in  the  capital  there  i% 
ajjvays  a  fufficient  force  to  fupprefs  parUaJ 
and  incidental  tumults,  provided  the  mar 
giftrates  are  difpofed  tp  call  it  forth,  and: 
make  ufe  of  it;  whereas  in  the  villages  and^ 
provincial  towns  a  tuqiult  may  be  excited^, 
which  the  magiftrates,  v\rere  they  ever  ia. 
inuch  inclined,  are  unable  to  quelL 

A  groundlqfs  fufpicion,  or  a  calumny: 
invented  and  propagated  by  an  cnemyj^ 
may  kindle  the  fury  of  a  few  fanatics,  and- 
the  head  of  the  perfon  who  is  the  objedl  of 
it,  may  be  fixed  on  a  pike  before  the  ma-? 
giftrate  can  aflcmble  force  to  proteA  him. 

His  innocence  is  made  apparent  when 
it  is  too  late;  every  body  laments-  his  fate: 
the  murderers  however  are  excufed,  becaufe 
they  were  miiled-  {egard   is  the  palliative 
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%ord  ufed  on  fuch  occafions)  by  the  no- 
Weft  of  all  errors,  too  much  zeal  for  their 
country^s  good ;  and  tranquillity  is  reftored 
only  till  frefh  fufpicions  and  calumnies  ex- 
cite new  murders. 

I  heard  a  petition  read  in  the  Conven- 
tion from  the  widow  of  a  fword-cutler  of 
Charleville.  A  report  had  been  fpread 
that  he  furniflied  arms  to  the  enemy :  this 
immediately  roufed  the  people,  and  in  the 
firft  fury  of  their  civifme,  As  it  is  called,' 
they  cut  off  his  head*  Very  foon  after  it 
appeared  that  the  report  was  falfe,  and  that 
<he  unfortunate  fword-cutler  had  always 
been  a  zealous  patriot.  Some  of  the  depu- 
ties feemed  very  much  fhocked  at  this ;  but 
I  heard  one  obferve,  with  great  coolnefs, 
that  he  was  forry  for  what  the  people  of 
Charleville  had  done ;  and  then  added,  with 
an  air  of  fagacity,  **  but  the  beft  people  ia 
the  world  are  liable  to  be  miftaken.'* 

However  ready  the  French  are  to  accufe 

individuals, 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(    139    ) 

individuals^  the  inhabitants  of  the  moft  de^ 
fpotic  country  are  not  more  afraid  of  fpeak- 
Ing  treafon,  than  the  French  are  of  faying 
any  thing  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  people  z 
&o  nation  was  ever  more  indulgent  to  the 
caprices  of  its  tyrant,  than  France  is  at  pre* 
&nt,  to  that  moil  capricious  and  bloodj  of 
all  tyradts,  Le  Peuple  Souverain. 

Some  of  the  battalions  which  have  been 
lately  raifed  at  Paris,  though  retained  in 
tolerable  fubordination  while  they  cond« 
sued  within  the  capital  and  furrounded 
with  the  national  guards  of  all  the  fedions^ 
have  been  guilty  of  great  excefles  fmce  they 
left  it — ^The  firft  divifion  of  the  gendarmes 
a  pied  de  Paris,  on  entering  lately  into  the 
town  of  Cambray,  broke  open  the  prifon, 
and  fet  All  the  prifoners  at  liberty  except 
one  man,  whom  they,  in  their  wifdom^ 
thought  juftly  confined. — On  thefe  troops 
leaving  the  town,  all  the  prifoners  whom 
&ey  had  fet  free  were  again  confined  by 
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(orict  of  themagiftrates;  bntthe  £^ond(SU 
idfion  pafllng  through  the  fiime  toiyn  the 
day  following,  direw  open  the  prifons  once 
ipore,  and  beheaded  the  unfortunate  perfoa 
whom  their  companions  had  kept  in  cpn^ 
finement  when  they  gave  freedom  to  aU  the 
c^her  prifoners.  They  murdered^  in  the  fame 
inanner,  feveral  of  their  oflScers,  who  were 
endeaTouring  to  prevent  their  exceifes,  and 
faring:  dienr.  (o  order«  An  official  account  c^ 
thofe  alarming  tranfadions  hae  been  read  to 
die:  Conventian,  and  vras  immediately  re-t 
fisrred  to  the  war  committee;  but  what 
makes  it  doubtful  whether  any  effedual 
meafure9  will  be  taken  to  punifh  thodfe  af^ 
faflins,  is,  that  Marat  continues,  to  palliate,, 
and  almoflr  to  juftify  every  crime  of  this  na«- 
ture  that  is  committed,  whether  by  the  po- 
pulace or  foldiers ;  until  the  Affembly  are 
able  and  willing,  to  fupprefs  his  Journal,  and^ 
punifli'  the  Author,  what  hope  is  there  that 
they  will  have  it  in  their  pow?r  to  remedy 
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AT  prevent  ^t  bk>od-flic<i  3nd.  aoarctty  t9 
vrbick  the  ij^cheB  aacir  Meritmgs  ^  thb 
iBaa  ib  gicfttl^  ccM^tribu&e  ?     *   • 

The  comtmttee  appointed  to  fupermtend 
tiue  camp  and  eaft^diments  fbrmmg  near 
Paris,  made  fome  propofitioas  yefterday  to 
the  G>nvenlion.  They  were  not  agreed  tot 
one  member  faid»  that  the  pkifiil  farce  of  U 
frecautiom  inutile  had  been  aded  too  loo^ 
and  propdfed  that  an  immediate  flop  fiioiild 
be  put  to  that  work,  which,  after  fome  de* 
bate,  was  decreed. 

All  ideas  of  defence  arc  now  thought  ufe* 
lefs. — ^Nothing  but  attack,  and  taking  ven* 
geance  on  the  enemies,  and  maintaining  the 
^gnity  of  the  Repqblic,  is  now  fpoken  oil 

If,  however,  there  be  dignity  in  affuming 
fome  degree  of  loftinefe  in  tranfading  witb 
the  powerful  Potentates  who  invaded  the 
country,  there  furely  is  none  in  affeftiag  i 
dictatorial  tQue  with  the  weakeft  of  their 

neighbours* 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(    H*    ) 

neighboors.  This  domineering  fplrit  how* 
ever  appears  too  much  in  the  condu  A  of  the 
Convention  towards  Geneva,  the  comfort- 
mble  condition  of  whofe  citizens  for  a  feries 
of  years  has  fufficiently  proved  that  the 
happinefs  of  the  fubjed  does  not  depend 
en  the  extent  of  the  State's  territories*  Ge- 
neva  has  been  confidered  as  the  nurfery  of 
freedom,  and  has  long  maintained,  by  the 
prudence  of  her  councils,  that  independency 
which  was  obtained  by  the  valour  of  her 
dtizens,  whofe  prudent  condui3:  the  French 
would  do  well  to  imitate,  if  they  wifli  the 
Republic  of  France  to  be  as  durable  as  that 
of  Geneva. 

Some  members  of  the  Convention  have 
taken  offence,  becaufe  Geneva  lately  thought 
proper  to  demand  thofe  fuccours  from  the 
cantons  of  Berne  and  Z\irick,  to  which  they 
tre  intitled  on  emergencies  like  the  prefent 
by  exifting  treaties. 

Although  France  had  not  iinraded  Savoy, 
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the  (late  of -difordcr  in  which  the  former  hat 
been,  the  excefies  which  have  been  com- 
mitted by  the  French  army  in  various  part^ 
of  the  country,  in  fpite  of  the  decrees  of 
the  Convention  at  Paris,  rendered  it  highly 
expedient  for  the  Republic  of  Geneva  to 
take  every  meafure  in  her  power  to  fecurc 
the  town  from  a  fudden  attack.     For,  how- 
ever well  difpofed  the  Convention  might 
be,  who  could  fay  that  a  band  of  patriots^ 
fome  independent  portion  of  the  pcuplc 
fouverain,  would  not,  without   confulting 
the  Convention,  feize  on  Geneva  ?  But  mca- 
fures  of  precaution  became  ftill  more  neceC- 
fary  when  France  declared  war  againft  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  and  when  a  French  army 
ivas  ready  to  invade  Savoy ;  for,  as  the  pofleC- 
fion  of  the  city  of  Geneva  might  be  advan* 
tageous  to  either  of  the  armies,  in  order,  ^q 
preferve  a  ftri£t  neutrality,  it  was  neceflary 
to  guard  it  from  both*   The  Republic  there- 
fore received  within  the  walls  of  Geneva 
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%6oo  ihcti  of  tire  militia  of  Zurick  and 
Berne  ;  a  force  which,  joined  to  that  of  the 
citizens,  might  fecure  the  town  from  being 
ieized  by  a  fudden  aflfault^  but  could  not  be 
eonfidered  as  an  ad  of  hoftility  againft 
France,  even  although  there  had  been  no 
previous  treaty  between  Geneva  and  the 
Swifs  cantons  by  which  fhe  was  entitled  to 
daim  this  fuccour. 

CJeneva  is  acknowledged  by  all  the 
powers  of  Europe  as  an  independent  ftate  : 
it  fcems  contradidory  to  acknowledge  fove* 
reignty  and  independency  in  a  flate,  and 
thefi  complain  of  fo  natural  an  exercife  d[ 
it  as  the  calling  in  the  aid  of  neutral  pow- 
ers to  enable  it  to  maintain  ftrid:  neutrality* 

The  Convention  fe^ms,  however,  to 
bave  been  guihy  of  this  contradidion,  and 
at  the  fame  time  difplayed  unbecoming  pride 
in  fupercilioufly  palling  to  the  order  of  the 
day  at  the  meeting  of  yefterday,  after  hear- 
ing the  explanations  from  the  council  of 
4  Geneva 
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tteVi  tead,  and  in  approving  of  the  haughty 
condu(ft  of  their  commiffioners  towards  that 
ftate.  This  ill  accords  with  the  prudent  and 
pacific  tencr  of  the  declarations  which 
the  National  Aflembly  formerly  made,  and 
ftamps  credit  on  the  aflcrtions  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Revolution,  that  the  treatment 
which  Geneva  now  receives  from  the  new 
Republic  is  a  fpecimen  of  what  all  the 
neighbouring  States  may  expcdl* 

Although  it  may  be  thought  natural  that 
a  monarch,  particularly  an  arbitrary  one^ 
fhould,  from  motives  of  vanity,  avarice,  or 
ambition,  endeavour  to  extend  his  domi- 
nions by  war  and  conqueft  ;  yet  the  vanity 
or  avarice  of  a  private  citizen  of  Par^Sj 
Lyons,  Marfeilles,  or  any  other  part  of 
Frince,  can  be  little  gratified  by  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  new  provinces.  France,  thereforef, 
being  ndw  a  Republic,  the  ambitious  and 
reftlefs  fpirit  of  her  king5,  that  fatal  fource 
to  which  the  other  States  of  Europe  have 
Vol.  tu  -L  imputed 
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imputed  almoft  all  the  wars  of  the  two  laft 
cehturies,  being  now  dried  up,  long  peace 
and  tranquillity  is  to  be  expeded  when  this 
new  form  is  acknowledged  and  eilablifhed. 
This  reafoning  feems  plaufible  ^^wr/ ; — 
it  is  unfort4inate,  however,  that  the  hiftory 
of  the  world  fliews.  that  Republican  States 
have  been  infpired  with  as  violent  a  defire 
of  conqueft,  and  as  reftlefs  an  ambition,  as 
any  monarch  from  the  age  of  Ale:?tander 
to  that  of  Lewis  XIV.  And  the  fpirit 
which  the  new  Republic  of  France  begins 
already  to  manifeft,  gives  no  reafon  to  cxpeft 
that  the  philofophy  from  which  fhe  boafts 
her  origin,  has  taught  her  more  moderatioa 
than  her  predcceflbrs. 

Independent  of  the  diilike  one  naturally 
feels  of  an  adl  of  power  unfupported  by 
jufticc>  I  confefs.  I  could  not  fee  my  old 
friends,  the  citizens  of  Geneva,  treated  in 
this  manner  without  indignation. 

When  the  Convention  is  confidered  as 

main- 
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toaintaining  the  independency  of  their' 
country  againft  a  powerful  league,  and  un- 
difmaycd  by  the  idea  that  all  the  powers, of 
Europe  may  join  in  the  combination,  it  is 
impdffiblc  not  to  refpcA  their  firmdefs*  But- 
when  they  are  feen  behaving  with  haughty 
injuflice  to  a  neighbouring  people  devoid  of - 
the  power  of  refiftance  or  retaliation,  and 
refpedable  from  their  tdents  and  virtues 
only,  the  condudt  of  the  Convention  cx- 
dites  a  very  different  fentimenti 

Odober  i6* 
The  Convention  fhewed  more  modera- 
tion this  day  in  their  condudt  towards  thd 
Republic  of  Genoa,  than  they  had  mani^^ 
felled  towards  Geneva  j  although  for  many 
obvious  reafons  it  might  have  been  expected 
they  would  have  been,  partial  rather  to  the! 
latter. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  informed 

them,  that  in  a  quarrel  which  had  happened 
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Ifi  th*  p6ft  of  Gftnba,  between  fome  Vene* 
tian  fpldiers  and  the  crew  of  the  French 
^rlgite  Juno,  the  flag  of  the  frigate  had  beea 
jWlUd  down  and  torn  in  pieces ;  in  confe- 
quenc*  of  which  the  Venetians  had  been 
imprifonedt  and  condemned,  by  a  decree  of 
the  Senate  of  Genoa,  to  provide  the  frigate 
ih  a  new  flag  before  they  fhould  be  fet  at. 
liberty.  The  minifter  gave  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  as  he  underftood  the  French  failors^ 
were  the  aggreflfors,  no  farther  notice  fhould 
be  taken  of  this  affair^  but  that  the  Gon^ 
mention  £fiould  remsdn  fatisfied  with  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  Senate  of  Genoa. 

Several  of  the  members  differed  in  opi- 
nion from  the  minifter.  One  deputy  faid, 
that  the  decifion  of  the  Senate  of  Genoa 
would  have  been  confidered  as  fufficiently 
fatisfadlory  under  the  ancient  government, 
becaufe  then  fhips  of  war  were  given  by  the 
favour  of  princes,  of  their  miftrefles,  and 
of  their  valets  j  and  thofe  appointed  to  com- 
mand 
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^and  thtm  were  of  as  irivolous  ch&rii^en 
AS  thofe  by  whofe  influence  the  appointments 
were  obtained.  But  France  being  now  fbrqar 
ed  into  a  Republic,  where  talents,  exertion, 
and  the  manly  virtues  alone  c?in  lead  to  pro- 
motion, or  fituations  of  confidence,  an4 
above  all,  at  this  time,  when  the  caufe  of 
freedom  is  triumphant,  more  ampb  redreft 
^ould  be  iniifted  on^ 

I  perceive  that  many  people  expe^  ^ 
jpreat  improvement,  both  in  the  army  and 
pavy,  in  all  cffential  points,  from  the  new 
order  of  things  which  began  in  France  09 
the  20th  of  laft  September, 

It  will  foon  be  put  to  trial  whether  the 
rough  Republican  qualities  will  render  men 
better  officers  than  that  gallant  fpirit  and 
delicate  fenfe  of  honour,  which,  in  fpite  of 
effeminacy  and  corruption,  always  formed 
part  of  the  charafter  of  the  French  noblefle. 

I  have  had  frequent  converfations  with 

deputies  who  are  fuppofed  to  have  con- 

li  3  fiderablc 
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fiderablc  weight  in  the  Convention,  concern-t 
ing  the  probable  fate  of  the  King:  they  feem 
to  be  perfuadcd  that  the  majority  of  the  At- 
fembly,  including  the  moft  refpeftable  mem-* 
bers,  are  inclined  to  banifhment,  and  are  enr 
deavouring  to  poftpone  every  motion  tend- 
ing to  bring  on  the  trial  till  the  people  have 
cooled  fo  far  as  to  be  fatisfied  with  fuch  a 
fentence,  which  they  fear  is  not  the  cafe  at 
prefent,  A  remark  made  by  one  of  the  de- 
puties, it  is  thought,  had  great  efTeft  on  the 
Convention :  the  remark  was,  *^  Charles  I, 
eut  des  fucceffeurs,  les  Tarquins  n'en  eu-^ 
rent  point  *." 

It  is  a  dreadful  thing  to  think  that  a  judi- 
cial or  legiflative  affembly,  fuppofed  to  be  fur 
preme,  and  which  ought  to  be  influenced 
by  no  confiderations    but  thofe  of  juftice 
and  public  good,  fhould,  in  a  matter  of  this 

*  Charka  the  Firft  had  fucceflbrs,  the  Targuii^s  had 
none, 
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moment  to  their  country,  and  to  their  own 
confciences,  be  under  any  kind  of  conftraint. 

As  far  as  I  can  perceive  however,  the 
real  citizens,  or  bourgeoife  of  Paris,  by 
no  means  defire  the  death  of  the  King ; 
and  if  by  the  people  is  '  underftood  the 
profligate  idle  rabble  of  the  fuburbs,  and 
the  wretches  who  are  hired  to  clamour  in 
the  public  places,  what  probability  is  there 
that  they  will  ever  cool,  or  be  fatisfied  with 
iny  dccifion  except  what  thofe  who  hire 
them,  or  their  own  favage  difpofitions, 
fuggeft  ? 

This  very  day,  in  the  Convention,  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  judging  how  little  the 
hopes  given  by  the  deputies  above  mention- 
ed are  to  be  relied  on.  For  at  a  time  when 
there  was  no  queftion  regarding  the  King> 
a  member  afcended  the  tribune  and  faid, 
^*'  He  was  going  to  remind  the  Convention 
of  a  part  of  thei^duty  to  their  country,  of  th^ 
Jiigheft  importance,  namely,  the  procefs  of 
L  4  L^wis 
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JiCwis  Capet  (this  is  the  name  they  generally, 
give  the  King),  which  ha4  been  top  long 
poftponed;  he  therefore  demanded  that  b, 
day  might  be  fixed  for  his  trial,  that  the 
wrongs  of  the  nation  might  beayenggd  by 
the  blood  of  that  traitor/* 

By  trial  it  is  evident  he  meant  execution. 
I  underftand  his  name  is  Hardy,  deputy  of 
the  department  de  Seine  Inferieure.-^He  is 
a,'  well-looking  young  man ;  but  the  har(h* 
nefs  of  his  fentiment  formed  a  ftrong  cpn-f 
traft  with  his  countenance.  This  gavc^ 
rife  to  many  intemperate  and  fooliftx  ex- 
preffions  from  other  members  who  fup- 
ported  the  motion  for  the  trial,  which  they 
alfo  ufed  as  fynonimous  with  execution. 
One  talked  of  the  martyrs  of  Liberty  who 
had  fallen  before  the  palace  on  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  whofe  gho/ls  called  for  vengeance 
on  the  perjured  Lewis.  And  when  another 
fiiggefted  that  "  the  papers  refpeding  the 
King's  treachery  (hould  be  printed  and  de-; 
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Href  cd  to  the  members,  and  that  it  woul4 
Kquire  a  confiderablc  time  before  judg^ 
jnent  could  be  pronounced ;  a  third  ai^ 
fertcd,  that  **  Lewis  Capet  could  not  be 
ponfidered  as  King,  becauft?  royalty  wa^ 
aboliflied  in  France — ^What  is  he  theo? 
why,  a  fimple  individual,  in  a  ftate  of  con** 
finement  for  trial :  but  the  law,  contiaued  he, 
exprefely  fays,  that  every  perfon  coiifiae4 
for  a  crime  IhaU  be  brought  to  his  trial 
within  the  fpace  of  24  hours  of  his  beiog 
arrefted;  the  afTaifiQ  Lewis  has  beea  tOQ 
long  confined,  ^nd  ought  tp  I)e  brought  t9 
ixial  and  punifhed  as  foou  as  poffible/' 

On  this,  as  on  other  occafiops,  I  obferved 
that  the  people  in  the  galleries  redoubled 
their  applaijfe  as  often  as  cru4  things  were 
faid,  and  violent  meafures  propofed«  Thii 
feemed  to  become  a  motive  with  thofe  wha 
wiflied  to  ingratiate  themfelves  with  the 
multitude,  to  proceed  in  making  new  propo- 
lals;  the  laft  always  more  Violent  than  the 
^  former^ 
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former.  Yet  the  difcuflion  was  not  prcme^. 
ditated,  at  lead  it  feemed  to  me  to  arife  ac-. 
cidentally. 

Ruhl,  one  of  the  members  for  the  de- 
partment of  the  Lower  Rhine  juft  arrived 
from  Stralbpurg,  informed  the  Convention^ 
that  he  had  on  the  road  pafled  a  party  of 
dragoons  who  were  conducing  thirteen 
Emigrants  to  Paris,  who  had  been  taken  iiv 
arms  on  the  frontiers — He  was  afraid  that 
thofe  unhappy  men  were  in  danger  of  being 
deftroyed  by  the  populace  as  foon  as  they 
fliould  arrive,  and  thought  it  his  duty  to 
acquaint  the  Convention  that  meafures 
might  be  taken  for  their  fafety  until  they 
fhould  be  legally  tried*  Whether  Ruhl 
introduced  the  Emigrants  with  an  intenr 
tion  to  divert  the  Convention  from  the  trial 
of  the  King,  I  know  not ;  but  for  fome  time 
it  had  that  effedb,  the  debate  turned  to  th^ 
fubjed  of  the.  Emigrants— But  one  mem- 
ber feemed  difplcafcd  wth  this,  and  abruptly 
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cKclaimed,  There  are  others  more  guilty 
dian  all  thefe  Emigrants^  and  whofe  trial  it 
more  prefTing.  **  Je  veux  parler  de  Louis 
XVL  je  demande  que   fon  proces  com- 


mence/' 


The  debate  recommenced  refpeding  the 
trial,  and  foon  became  as  intemperate  as  at 
firft.  From  the  hard  unfeeling  things  that 
were  uttered,  one  might  have  thought  that 
the  hearts  of  the  difputants  were  of  flint: 
they  ftruck  fire  from  each  other  fo  faft,  and 
lyrought  the  i  felves  into  fuch  heat,  that  I 
cxpefted  feme  violent  refolution  would 
have  been  taken  diredly. 

Tete  i  tete,  or  in  a  very  fmall  circle,  the 
French  are  nearly  as  calm,  and  generally 
more  ingenious,  than  mod  of  their  neigh- 
bours; but  a  numerous  aflembly  of  French- 
men ahnoft  always  become  turbulent. 

Barbaroux  of  Marfeilles  then  rofe,  and 
had  the  addrefs  to  put  an  end  to  the  debate: 
fhe  argument  which  proved  effedual,  did 

little 
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Hctle  honour  to  thofe  on  whom  It  had  i|w 
flucnce.  His  began  by  aflferting  the  right  of 
the  Convention,  in  confequence  of  thf 
power  tranfmitted  by  )the  people,  to  jud^ 
the  King. — After  having  expatiated  on  thi# 
topic  at  fome  length,  he  added,  ^^  But  it  is 
fxpeded  by  all  Europe  that  you  will  pre* 
ceed  in  a  bufinefs  of  that  important  nature 
with  all  poiBble  prudence  and  deliberation  f ' 
£Here  fomething  of  a  murmur  wa$  hegrdia 
the  gallery] — be'caufe,  added  he  raifing  his 
voice,  perhaps  Lewis  and  Marie  Antoinette 
are  not  the  only  criminals  whom  the  fword 
of  juftice  has  to  ftrike." 

He  no  fooner  uttered  this,  than  the  in- 
cipient murmur  ended  in  acclamations  of 
applaufe. — The  certainty  which  this  implie4 
not  only  that  the  king  and  queen  would 
be  tried,  but  condemned  and  executed,  and 
that  feveral  others  would  meet  with'  the 
fame  fate,  feemed  to  pleafe  them  fo  much^ 
that  they  were  fatisfied  with  a  delay,  which 

p^rhapa 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(     rj7    ) 

perhaps  would  not  have  otherwife  been 
carried,  and  which  was  all  that  the  mode*- 
rate  part  of  the  Convention  (who  were  con- 
vinced of  the  injuftice  and  imprudence  of 
proceeding  againft  the  King)  durft  at  that 
time  propofe,  or  had  reafon  to  expert* 

0£tobcr  17. 

General  Dumourier  fet  out  early  this 
morning  to  take  the  command  of  the  army 
deftined  againft  Auftrian  Brabant«  Some 
nights  ago,  accompanied  with  fome  of  his 
officers,  he  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
Jacobins :  it  is  good  policy  in  the  General 
of  a  French  army  to  pay  this  piece  of  re- 
fped  to  a  fociety  Which  has  fo  great  and 
fuch  extenfiye  influence. — He  addreffed 
them  to  this  purpofe  :  ''  Citizens,  you  have 
torn  the  hiftory  of  defpotifm,  you  have 
ikved  France,  your  efForts  in  the  caufe  of 
Freedom  are  engraved  by  the  hand  of  Liber- 
ty on  the  hearts  of  all  good  Frenchmen: 
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Ttrc  arc  going  to  finifh  what  we  haVe  bc^ufrt^ 
and  we  will  fulfil  your  cxpeSations,  ot 
perifli  in  the  attempt/' — Danton^  who  wa* 
prefident^  anfwered  him  to  the  following 
eScOi  1  "  Citizen  General,  when  La  tayettc 
took  flight,  you  did  not  defpair  of  the  fafety 
of  the  Republic ;  you  rallied  our  troop* 
weakened  by  treachery  and  divifion;  you 
repelled  with  a  feW  foldiers  the  numerous 
armies  of  tyrants;  you  have  deferved  well  of 
your  country; — under  your  direction  the 
republican  pike  fliall  break  the  regal  fcep- 
tre,  and  the  cap  of  liberty  ftiall  annihilate 
the  diadem — We  are  your  brethren  and 
your  friends,  and  your  name  fhall  make  a 
ihining  figure  in  our  hiftory/'  Other 
members  fpoke  in  praife  of  Dumourier,  who 
at  length  retired  amid  the  applaufe  of  the 
fociety. 

I  went  this  evening  to  the  fociety  of  the 

Jacobins,  and  was  witnefs  of  a  fcene  of  a 

difierent  kind,  and  which  was  little  to  be 

5  txpeded 
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expe£^ed  fo  foon  after  what  is  above  de* 
fcribed. 

It -will  bfe  proper  to  mention  here  an  affiiit  > 
which  happened  about  eight  days  before  the; 
General's  arrival  at  Paris^ 

Dumourier  had  written  a  letter  to  the  Con-^ 
vention,  informing  them,  that  the  Parifian 
battalions  of  Mauconfeil  and  Republicainhad 
committed  a  crime  which  threw  difhonour 
on   the  French  nation,  by  maflacring  four 
Pruffian  deferters  in  the  town  of  Rethel,  in 
the  department  of  Ardennes,      The  parti- 
culars of  this  ihocking  affair  he  tranfmitted 
to  the  minifter  of  war,  and  they  appear  in  a 
letter  from  General  Chazot  to  Dumourier, 
which  was  read  in  the  Convention.     The 
four  men  in  queftion  were  dragoons,  wh© 
deferted  from  the  Pruffians  to  Rethel,  where 
they  inlifted  in  the  French  army.     Some 
foldiers  of  the  battalions  above  mentioned, 
having  met  the  four  deferters  in  a  tavern, 
picked  a  quarrel  with,  them,  abufed  them  as, 
traitors  to  their  country,  dragged  them  into    , 
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the  ftreeC9»  atid  threatened  to  behead  them«r 
Chazot^  whowas  in  the  town,  hearing  of  thitf, 
icnt  orders  to  prote^  the  men;  but   the 
greateft  part  of  the  foldiers  of  both  battalions 
being  now  joined,  formed  too  ftrong  a  body 
for  any  force  the  General  had  to  ufe  againftr 
them  :  all  that  his  meflengers  could  obtain 
of  thofe  mutineers  therefore  was,  that  they 
fhould  carry  the  defcrters  before  the  General, 
which  was  done  accordingly.  He  ufed  every 
argument  and  every  perfuafion  (for  no  othel" 
means  were  in  his  power)    to  prevail  on 
thefe  mutinous  madmen  to  ufe  no  violence 
to  the  dcferters:  fo  far  from  fucceeding,  fome 
of  the  wretches  cried  out,  Si  le  General  ioppojh 
i  MS  defirs^  tlfaut  Fexpidin  *. 

Chazot,  finding  that  his  remonftrances 
only  rendered  them  more  furious,  pufhed 
through  the  crowd,  and  with  difficulty  efcap- 
cd  to  his  horfe  and  rode  away.     He  was  no 

*♦  If  the  General  oppofcs  our  wiflica,  he  muft  be 

foonei^ 
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ITdonet  gone  than  the  wfctchcid  deferteri 
Wcte  cut  in  pieces. 

The  abfurdity  df  thii  abominable  deid 
almbfl  equals  its  barbarity^  and  this  rfcmark 
inay  be  made  with  juilice  on  many  tranfac^ 
^osis  in  this  country  firtce  the  idth  df  Au^ 
gu(L     Copimon  prudence  might  hate  pre^ 
Vcntedfome  of  the  moft  unjuftifiable,  without 
the  fiiggeftions  of  humanity,  and  humanity 
would  hate  prevented  thcmi  even  whefc 
prudence  did  riot  exift.      This  atrociods 
deed  deftroyed  the  hope  of  weakeriing  the 
Pruffian  army  by  defertion,  which  had  beeh 
fo  greit  an  pbjdft  with  thfe  Convention^ 
that  i  pieriilon  of  i  oo  livres  had  beeti  de*^ 
creed  io  eVeiy  foldier  who  fiieiild   defert 
from  the  Pruflian  army  to  the  French;  and 
While  it  put  an  eUd  td  every  expedation  6{ 
thb  kind|  it  alfo  dfcdroyed  ev&ry  hope  df 
kiuarter,  or  mfercy,  when  any  of  themfelVel 
fell  ifito  the  hands  olf  the  Prtiffians  *; 

*^  I  hare  faeatiit  afieirted  Cncf  mj  rettini  io  Bag- 
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To  expiate  this  guilt,  and  vindicate  the 
chara<9:cr  of  his  army,  Dumourier  had 
givfen  orders  to  General  Bournonville  to 
march  a  body  of  troops  with  fome  pieces 
of  artillery  againft  the  tWo  battalions,  who 
were  ordered  to  ground  their  arms,  and  fub- 
mit,  oti  pain  of  being  immediately  put  to 
death.  They  fubmitted  accordingly,  their 
colours  were  fent  to  their  Se£lions,  their  arms 
and  uniforms  taken  from  them,  and  the  men 
themfelves  ordered  in  that  difgraceful  ftatc 
to  Paris,  ther^  to  wait  the  pleafure  of  the 
Convention. 

It  afterwards  appeared  that. the  unfortu- 

land,  that  there  was  a  confiJerable  defertion  from  the 
PrufTisns  to  the  French  at  the  Cimp  of  St.  Metiehould, 
and  that  a  fear  of  its  increafing  was  the  chief  reafon  of 
,  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick*s  retreat  j  which  reafon  he  took 
great  pains  to  conceal.  But  as  the  Duke's  retreat  it 
fufficicntly  accounted  for  independent  of  that,  I  have 
allowed  the  account  of  it  to  remain  as  it  was  in  mj 
Journal,  according  to  the  intelligence  I  received  at 
Paris. 
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tntn  tvhd  had  been  thiU  murdlefei}^ 
jFTiere  ugp  nwive  Prufljatis,  but  Frenchmen, 
fvrfao  had  ^njjifted  in  tjje  Prqffian  army  be^ 
£brc  the  R'evolutiop^  and  had  feized  the 
firft  opportunity  of  returning  to  their  coiu>- 
trymen. 

Marat  having  heard  of  this  circumftancc, 
publiflied  in  his  journal,  an4  ported  on  the 
.vralls,  accufations  againft  the  General,  and 
vindications  of  the  aflaflins*  The  former  he 
defcribes  as  a  debauchee,  as  an  old  valet  of 
th€  court,  and>  which  includes  every  thing 
that  18  wicked,  as  an  ariilocrat^.    The  latter 
he  reprefcnts  as  worthy  men,  full  of  patriot* 
ifm,  which  prompted  them  to  anticipate  by  a 
few  hours  the  blow  of  the  executioner  on 
the  necks  of  four  traitors.     He  aflerts,  that 
Dumourier,  Chazot,  and  others,  calumnia^p 
thofc    innocent  battalions,   on  purpofe  to 
rei^der   the  citizens  of   Paris,    and   parti* 
cularly  the  General  Council  of  the  Com- 
mune,   ta  whom  France  owes  the  revolts^ 
M  2-  tion 
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^of  ih  Utah  of  Attguft^  cdiow  to  ikt 
country ;  that  the  four  deferters  wae  aot 
Prufliafis,  as  had  been  perfidioully  pulv 
li(hed  by  Dumourier,  but  French  £ow- 
grants,  taken  in  arms^  and  therefore  de- 
fervedly  put  to  death  by  the  patriotic  \mb^ 
tallon^. 

He  likewife  accufes  Dumourier  of  having 
connived  at  the  efcape  of  the  Pniffians  out 
of  France,  when  he  might  have  forced  their 
camp,  and  obliged  them  to  lay  down  thdr 
arms ;  and  alfo  for  having  quitted  his  wtWi 
army  at  this  critical  time^  on  purpofe  to 
carot^e  with  drunkards  and  opera  girls* 

I  never  was  more  furprifed  in  my  life 
than  when  Marat,  having  afcended  the  txir 
bune  at  the  Jacobins,  began  to  repeat  thefe 
affertions.  The  man's  audacity  is  equal  t^ 
any  things  but  what  I  thought  full  as  wony 
derful  was  the  degree  of  patience,  and  eyem 
approbation,  with  which  he  was  heard.  The 
.houfe  was  crowded,  and  it  contains  a  very 
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Aumerous  audience.  When  Marat  is  in 
tbe  tribune,  he  holds  his  head  as  high  as  he 
can,  and  endeayours  to  aflume  an  air  of 
dignity — ^He  can  make  nothing  of  that;  but 
anddft  all  the  exclamations  and  figns  of 
katred  and  difguft  which  I  have  feen  mani« 
fefted  againft  him,  the  look  of  felf  appro* 
badon  which  he  wears  is  wonderful — fo  far 
from  ever  having  the  appearance  of  fear,  or 
cf  deference,  he  feems  to  me  always  to  con« 
template  the  Affembly  from»  the  tribune, 
either  with  the  eyes  of  menace,  or  contempt. 

{le'fpeaks  in  a  hollow  croaking  voice, 
with  afieded  folemnity,  which  in  (uch  a 
diminutive  figure  would  often  produce 
laughter,  were  it  not  fuppreifed  by  hor- 
ror s^t  the  charader  and  fentiments  of  the 
man. 

After  having  infifted  for  fome  time  on 

the  guilt  of  the  murdered,  the  innocence  of 

the  murderers,  and  the  cruelty  of  Dumou* 

per,  he  iufprmed  the  fociety,  that  he  had 
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thought  it  his  duty  to  qucftion  the  General 
in  pcrfon,  that  he  might  learn  from  himfetf 
what  he  had  to  fay  in  defence  of  his  condu^ 
towards  thofe  two  meritorious  battalions. 
Marat  then  gave  a  very  drcumftantial  ac* 
count  of  his  having  called  on  Dumburier 
the  night  before  he  left  Paris ;  that  he  had 
been  accompanied  by  two  members,  of  the 
National  Convention,  one  of  them  I.  think 
he  called  Bentoble,  the  name  of  the  other  I 
do  not  recollc<3:.  At  Dumourier's  they  werQ 
informed,  tnat  the  General  was  at  th^ 
Theatre  des  Variet^s,  and  was  not  to  fup  at 
home.  "  A  number  of  carriages,  and  bril* 
liant  illuminations,"  continued  Marat,  •*  irt* 
dicated  to  us  where  this  fon  of  Mars  was  fup* 
piog  with  the  fons  and  daughters  of  Thaliaj 
we  found  foldiers  within  and  without;  after 
traverling  fome  chambers  filled  with  pike- 
men,  mufketeers,  dragoons,  huffars,  the 
warlike  fuite  of  the  General,  wc  came  to  a 
fpacious  room  full  of  company,  at  the  door 
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of  which  was  Santerre,  commander  of  the 
Parifian  guards,  performing  the  fun<ftions 
of  a  lackey,  or  an  uflier.  He  announced  me 
aloud,  which  I  was  forry  for,  becaufe  it 
might  have  made  thofe  perfons  difappear 
whom  I  fliould  have  wiflied  to  have  feen  ; 
but  I  did  fee  fome,  whom  \i  is  of  ufe  to 
mention  for  the  better  comprehending  the 
operations  of  the  ruling  party  in  the  Con- 
vention, and  letting  the  public  know  who 
are  the  ftate  jugglers  with  whom  the  com- 
mander of  our  armies  is  moft  connefted. 
To  pafs  over  the  officers  of  the  national 
guards,  the  aid-de-camps,  and  others,  who 
paid  their  court  to  the  great  Dumourier, 
continued  he,  I  faw  in  this  auguft  company 
the  minifters  Roland  and  Le  Brun,  attended 
by  Kerfaint  and  La  Source.    As  my  name 
had  thrown  the  company  into  confufion,  I 
probably  did  not  remark  all  who  were  pre- 
fent,  I  only  remember  thefe   9onfpirators 
whom  I  have  named ;  but  it  was  early,  and 
M4  it 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


i    ?«8    ) 

|t  Isprobabk  that  Vcrgniaud,  Buzot,  Ra-y 
^ud,  Lacroix,  Guadct,  Genfonnct,  anc^ 
Barbaroux,  were  alfo  at  this  entertainment ; 
for  ihey  all  belong  to  the  fame  gang.  At 
light  of  me,  continued  Marat,  looking  very 
^erce,  Dumourier  was  appalled/* 

At  this  a  number  of  the  fociety  of  Jacp-: 
bins  burft  into  laughter;  and  one  perfori 
near  me  faid,  "  That  is  what  he  was  not  at 
the  fight  of  the  Pruflian  army/* 

When  the  laugh  was  over,  Marat^  with  ai^ 
pnaltered  countenance,  refumed,  '*  At  fight 
of  me  Dumourier  was  appalled ;  which  i^ 
not  to  be  wondered  at,**  continued  he,  ered- 
ing  his,  head,  ftanding  on  his  tiptoes,  and 
looking  very  fierce,  **  fince  I  am  known  tq 
be  the  terror  of  all  the  enemies  pf  my  coun- 
py."  He  proceeded  to  inform  the  fociety^ 
^hat  he  had  defired  to  fpeak  with  Dumou- 
yier  in  another  room;  and  bein^  there,  had 
alked  an  account  of  all  the  particulars  re- 
l{itive  to  the  four  defcrters :  that  the  General 
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fifaid  told  him  he  had  already  fent  tfaofii 
particular?  to  the  War  Minifter^  aod  to  the 
CoBvention,  and  had  no  other  account  to 
giYe.'^  Marat  concluded  by  faying^  ^^  that 
hp  had  put  other  queftioas  to  the  General, 
which  diiconcerted  him  fo  much  that,  in« 
ftead  of  attempting  to  anfwer  them,  h« 
V93S  forced  to  fneak  away  jtbruptly  with 
affefted  difdain ;  and  fo,  having  made  it  dear 
that  he  could  not  juftiiy  his  conduit,  I  left 
this  ailbmblage  of  generals,  and  adors,  and 
minifter?,  and  mountebanks,  tp  paf?  tlie 
jiight  together. 

Marat  endeavoured  to  enliven  this  tedtal 
with  a  few  jokes,  which  excited  laughter  in 
the  Jacobin  Society,  but  had  not  that  effed 
on  mc*— Marat  attempting  pleafantry,  iur 
creafes  the  horror  which  his  appearance 
creates ;  it  gives  fomething  of  the  fenfation 
which  I  imagine  I  ftiould  have,  if  a  mur- 
der, after  cutting  a  man's  throat  by  a 

dexterous 
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dexterous  ftroke  of  a  koife,  fhoiUd.fimlQ  la 
mf  hccp,  and  tip  me  the  wink. 

When  I  went  to  tt^e  ConvetrtioiV  tii% 
morning,  the  firft  thing  that  ftruck  rtie  Wat 
the  mutky  figure  of  Marat  landing,  on  tha 
fteps  whijch  lead  to  ^the  tribune^  watching 
an  opportunity  of  ehtei'ing  it:  there  was  a 
great  unwiHingiwft  to  bear  hitti^.and  he 
waitfed  near  two  hours  before  he  obtained 
ttie  right  to  fpeidc,  fome  othter  member 
Wing  always  pointed  Jto  by  the  Prefident* 

Marat  often  exclaimed  againft  this  to  no 
purpofe,  and  feizing  a  moment  when  the 
tribune  was  empty,  he  began  to  addrefs  the 
Affembly  Without  the  Prefident's  permif- 
fion ;  but  his  voice  was  drowned  in  the 
outcry  againft  him  from  all  corners. — 
At  length  I  heard  De  la  Croix,  the  prefi- 
dent,  fay  to  thofe  near  him,  •*  Je  crois  qu*il 
Yaudroit  mieux  laifler  parler  ce  gueux  la  ;** 

and 
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and  railing  his  voice^  he  added,  •"  Marat  je 
vous  donne  Ja  parole^  mais  je  ne  vous  pro^ 
mets  pas  de  vbus  la  maintenir  *. 

Marat    then  entered    the  tribdne,   an4 

began  the  fame  invedive  againft  Dumourier 

that  I  heard  him  pronounce  lafl  night  at 

the  Jacobins.— He  was  interrupted  by  crie$ 

of  indignation  from  all  (ides :  one  member 

^drefled  the  Prefident  to  iilence  him,  an4 

not  permit  a  man  who  was  a  difgrace  to 

the  Affembly  to  calumniate  citizens  of  tht 

greateft  worth :  another  added,  that  his  ca^ 

lumnies  were  praifej  all  feemed  to  hold 

}iim  in  execration. 

During  the  uproar,  Marat  ftood  with  an 
undifturbed  air,  looking  down  on  the  At 
fembly.  When  the  clamour  abated  ,{9 
that  his  voice  could  be  heard,  he  laid,  with 
an  air  of  irony,  and  in  a  tone  of  forrow, 

♦  I  believe  we  had  bcft  allow  the  fellow  to  fpcak* 
Marat,  I  give  you  the  right  to  fpeak,  but  I  Cannot 
promifc  to  maintain  it  with  you  Jong. 

''  I  am 
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^  I  am  rcallj  grieved  to  behold  fuch  indc* 
cent  behaviour  in  the  Aflfembly— Is  it  riot 
fingular  that  the  perfon  whom  you  try  to 
overwhelm  with  unjuft  clamours^  fhould  be 
more  concerned  for  your  honour  than  you 
are  yourfelves  ?  Is  it  not  extraordinary  that 
you  fhould  be  fo  much  prejudiced  againft 
a  man  animated  with  patriotism  f' — Herd 
there  was  an  univerfal  laugh;  but  when  he 
attempted  to  refume  his  invectives  againft 
Dumourier  afnd  Chazot,  the  clamour  re^- 
commenced,  and  the  AffemblT-  fhewed  the 
utmoft  impatience. 

Kerfaint  then  informed  the  Affembly 
that  the  foldiers  of  the  battalion  called  Re- 
publicain^  fenfible  of  their  error,  had  of 
themfelvcs  delivered  up  the  traitors  who 
had  excited  them  to  mutiny  and  murder, 
and  had  promifed  to  their  general  to  efface 
the  memory  of  their  crime  )?y  their  cqn-j 
dud  againft  the  enemy. 

Marat,  feeing  that  every  body  wtjoiced 
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in  the  puniihmbnt  of  the  ringleadefs,  bad 
the  boldne&  to  aflert  that  he  never  had 
juftified  the  conduft  of  the  battalions.  The 
cry  in  contradidion  of  this  afTertion  was 
*  fo  univerfal  that  he  could  not  proceed,  and 
a  member  immediately^exclaimed:  "A  man, 
ijvhofe  name  it  is  difagreeable  to  pronounce, 
glares  to  aflert,  from  that  tribune,  that  he 
aev6r  juflifred  the  afl^flins  of  the  unfortunate 
deferters  ;  in  contradidion  of  which,  I  do 
now  aflert,  that  lafl:  night,  at  the  Jacobins^ 
he  faid  that  they  merited  a  civic  crown. — 
Citizens,  you  may  judge  of  the  charader 
of  this  man  from  what  I  have  told  yotu 
Since  he  has  been  chofen  as  a  deputy  by 
the  people,  and  fince  we  are  doomed  fome«' 
times  to  hear  him,  I  now  move,  that  as 
often  as  he'  comes  out  of  that  tribune,  it 
may  be  purified  befoi^e  another  member  eQ« 


tcrs  it.*' 


After  this,  the  Aflembly  pafled   to  the 
order  ^  the  day,     Marat  deicended,  and 
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ftnitted    t!it;pngh    thfe    hall^   affe£liflg   t6 
defpife  the  murmurs  which  arofe  againft 

It  reems  jextraordlnary  that  a  man  fa 
cdious,  and  whofe  acquaintance  every  body 
ieems  to  ihun,  fhould  venture  to  attack, 
in  fuch  an  abufive  manner^  a  popular  and 
fuccefsful  general.  Yet  the  difference  be- 
tween the  manner  in  which  Marat  was 
Iieard  in  the  Jacobin  Society,  and  in  the 
Conventional  Aflembly,  is  remarkable;  and 
I  fee  people  who  are  perfuaded  that  Marat  is 
fupported  in  fecret  by  thofe  who  in  public 
cRfavow  any  connedion  with  him. — Thft 
lame  people  have  alfo  obferved,  that  the 
prevailing  opinion  in  the  Jacobin  Club 
always  becomes  fooner  or  later  the  prevail- 
ing opinion  in  the  National  AHembly,  and 
that  thofe  fufpicions  which  Marat  endea- 
vours to  raife  againft  Dumourier,  are  fpread 
at  the  inftigation'  of  one  who  has  very 
great  influence  in  that  fociety.     That  pci^ 

6  fon. 
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ibp,  bowerer^  inrould  do  well  to  remembef 
die  words  of  Orx)faaafi^  ki  Zayre : 

♦*  Quiconquc  eft  foup^onncux  invite  a  Ic  trahir.'* 

The  preiuiency  of  De  la  Croix  ended 
-tfeas  day;  and  Quadet,  of  the  department  of 
4ixt  Girondeywas  eleded  by  a  great  majority. 
-G^e^  fecips  jto  me  one  of  the  moft  acute 
•aen  in  the  Convention  j  his  fpeeches  arc 
.always  perfpicuous  and  cotxeft^  and  fome- 

times  finiihed  with  an  epigrammatic  neat-- 

nefs* 

Oflobcr  19. 

Two  days  ago  a  letter  was  read  in  the 
Convention  from  the  commiffionets  to 
the  army  of  the  North,  acquainting  the 
Aflembly,  that  a  great  number  of  volunteers 
had  applied  for  liberty  to  retire  at  the  end 
of  the  campaign. 

Some  members  had  reprcfented  the 
danger  of  permitting  this  in  the  prefent 
circumftances,  and  propofed  a  decree  agajnft 

at* 
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\t.  But  thift  ineafufe  having  been  thoif gii£ 
harfh  to  mea  who  faad^  zii  i^olunteerSi  rifked 
their  liyes  in  defence  of  their  country,'  itt  a 
time  of  great  danger ;  inftiiad  of  a  decree; 
It  was  inoTed^  that  the  GGmention  fhould 
iend  ah  addrefs  to  all  their  ardiiesj  inidting 
the  volunteets  to  prolong  their  ferticfc 
until  the  country  waS  declared  to  be  out  df 
danger* — A  committee  of  four,  namdy,€k>i»- 
dorceti  Danton,  Hercault  de  Sethell^s^  and 
Vergniaud,  had  been  aceordingly  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  addrefs  j  and  I  heard  Danton 
read  it  to  the  Ck)nyention  this  morning.  If 
was  rather  too  long;  and  although  applaud-^ 
ed  by  a  few,  it  was  very  evident  that  the 
generality  of  the  AfTembly  did  not  much 
relifh  it. 
A  member  then  rofe,  and,  taking  a  paper 
.from  his  pocket,  faid,  that  he  had  com-^ 
pofed  an  addrefs,  which  he  begged  leave  to 
read. — ^This  furprifed  me  a  good  deal  j  but 
I  did  not  obferve  that  it  produced  the 
5  '  fame 
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ferae 'effeftpEf  jmy  H\ember  of  tWConveo* 
tion :— it  feem^d  to  ^ me  i  ftriking  inftance 
bf  that  eafe  wkh  which  the  natives  of  France 
do  certaia  things,  which  would  mightily  dit- 
concert  fome  of  their  neighboprsv  I  hardly, 
thmky  thaty  ia  any  public  afiembly  in  £ng« 
iazidi  aftef  a  cqmmhtee  had  been  appointed 
to'  draw  up  an  addreis,  any  individual  of 
|he  afiembly  would  ojBTer  to  rea,d  a  com-^ 
pofition  of  his  own^  as  preferable  to  that  of 
four  of  the  mbll  diiliilgiliflied  members  iit 
it — ^This  geritlemaui  however,  afcended 
the  tribune,  and  read  his  performance 
"(without  embarraffment;  It  had  the  fate 
of  ipoft  produdions  which  art  read  by 
their  authors,  whether  in  public  or  privat? 
afiemblles  i  it  gave  far  more  fatis£i£tion  to 
the  reader  thai!  to  the  audience ;  with  this 
difference^  that  here  the  audience  did  not 
take  the  trouble  of  pretending  to  admire. 

The  air*  of  indifference  with  which  thii 
Ifeas  heard  did  fiot  difcourage  another  mem- 
.b^r  froto  offering  a  third  addrefs. — By  the 

v^L.ii.  N  ft)le 
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ftyie  of  this  performanec,  and  the  folemn 
manner  in  which  it  was  read,  it  was  evi* 
dent  that  the  author  wifhed  to  be  confi* 
dered  as  a  man  of  depth  and  learning :  he 
pronounced  fomc  fentcnces  with  a  warmth, 
which  he,  no  doubt,  thought  would  prove 
vidorlous :  the  warmth  with  which  they 
were  delivered,  however,  was  furpaffed  by  , 
the  coldncfs  of  their  reception. — ^Towards 
the  conclufion,  refuming  his  addrefs  to  the 
Vohinteers, '  he  faid,  Enfin  foldats  phito^ 
.   foph)ss. 

This  unexpcfted  epithet  raifed  a  laugh 
that  ovcrpoweted  a  yawn  which  had  been 
gaining  viery  faft  on  the  audience  for  fome 
confidcrabfe  time. 

I  fully  expe<fted  that  fo  many  unfortu- 
nate attempts  would  have  prevented  any  new 
fpecimeiTS  from  being  offered,  and  confc- 
quently,  that  the  addrefs  of  the  committee 
would  have  been  adopted.  1  was  miftaken 
in  both  conjedlures,  for  the  Affembly  had 
pp  fooner  recovered  their  gravrty,  than 
-    '  2  Ftinrcj. 
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J^urCy  deputy  from  the  department  of 
Lower  Seine,  defircd  leave  to  read  one  of 
liid  compoHtion.  He  is  a  man  of  abjcmt 
Cxty  years  of  age,  very  plain  in  his  drefs^ 
and  devoid  of  affedtation  in  his  manner.— 7 
His  addrefs  was  in  the  following  words : 

Gtoyens  Soldats, 

La  loi  vous  permet  de  votis  retireif:  Ic 
cri  de  la  patrie  vous  le  defend.  Les  Ro- 
inains  ont-il3  abatidonne  leurs  armed  quatid 
Porfenna  etoit  encore  aux  pbrtes  de  Rome ) 
Ji'ennemi  a-t-il  paffe  le  Rhin  ?  Longwi  eft^ 
il  repris  ?  Le  fang  Fran9ois,  dont  il  a  arrofi^ 
!a  terre  de  la  liberty,  eftil  venge  ?  Sc$ 
tavages  etfa  barbarie  font-ilfe  punls  ?  A-t-il 
reconnu  la  majefle  de  la  R^pubtiqiie  et  la 
fouverainete  du  Peuplc  ?  Soldats^  voila  le 
terme  de  vos  travaux :  c'eft  en  dire  aflez 
iux  braves  defenfeUrs  de  la  patrie.  La 
Convention  Nationale  fe  bofde  a  voUs  re* 
commander  Thoiineur  Fran9oi8,  Tinteret^ 
N2  "        de 
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Gc  la  R^publiquc,  ct  les  foins  dc  votrc  propftf 
gtoire  *. 

The  laconic  energy  of  fome  exprefilionar 
tn  this  addrefs,  picafed  tbe  Convention; 
It  was  adopted,  ordered  to  be  printed^ 
and  tranfmitted  to  die  armies. 

OSober  20.* 
This  was  a  day  of  exultation  in  the  Na* 

5  Citizen  Soldiers, 

The  law  allows  yon,  but  the  voice  of  your  country 
forbids  you,  to  retire.  Did  the  Romans  quit  their 
arms,  when  Porfenna  was  ftill  at  the  gates  of  Rome  I 
Has  the  enemy  yet  repaflcd  the  Rhioc?  Is  Longwy  ro* 
taken  i  Has  the  blood  of  your  countrymen,  with  whidi 
the  ienemy  has^  bedewed  this  land  of  liberty,  been 
arenged  ?  Have  his  raFvages  and  his^  barbarities  been 
punifhed  ?  Has  he  acknowledged  the  Majefty  of  the 
Republic^  and  the  fovereignty  of  the  People  ?         ^    » 

Soldiers,  thefe  are  the  end  of  your  labours :  nothing 
more  need  be  faid  to  the  brave  defenders  of  theit 
country.  The  National  Convention  has  only  to  rer 
commend  to  your  care,  the  honour  of  the  French 
Nation,  the  intereft  of  the  Republic,  and  your  own 
perlbnal  glory. 
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tional  Affetobly. — ^Letters  were  read  from 
their  commiffioners,  givFng  an  account  of 
tbe  retaking  of  the  town  of  Longwy,  and 
that  the  Germans  were  now  entirely  drivea 
ent  of  France.     Flattering  accounts  alfo 
came  from  the  army  of  Cufline,  and  that  of 
the  South :  and  a  paper  entitled^  ^^  AddrefTe 
de  la  Societe  des  Amis  de  la  Libert6,  et  dc 
TEgalitc  feante  a  Chamberrif**  was  read.— 
It  begins  with  this  expreffioa — **l.egiflateur$ 
du  Monde*:** — and,  in  the  middle  of  the 
addrefs  to  the  AflTembly,  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia is  apoRrophized  in  the    following 
terms:  **  O  Roi  de  Jerufalem  et  de  Chyprc 
aflez  long*temps  tes  fatellites  ont  appefantt 
fur  nos  teteston  joug  de  fer ! — ^il  eft  tomb6, 
nous  Tavons  foule  aux  pieds,  Sec.  &cf/' 

♦  Legiflators  of  the  World, 
f  O  King  of  Jerufalem  and  CyptuS)  too  long  hare 
thy  fatellites  opprefled  our  necks  with  thy  yoke  of  iroii 
'  — it  is  fallen  at  la(l|  and  we  have  fpurncd  it  under  our 
feet! 

N3  It 
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It  is  much  in  the  fame  drain  througbout; 
and  what  will  appear  more  extraordinary, 
this  piece  of  bombaft  was  ordered  by  the 
Aflembly  to  be  printed  in  French,  Spanifh, 
and  German,  and  tranftnitted  to  the  depart- 
ments and  to  the  armies. 

But  a  fcene  took  place  in  the  Convention 
yeft'erd^y,  after  I  left  it,  which  forebodes 
more  mifery  to  the  country  than  can  be 
compenfated  by  the  moft  brilliant  fuccefs. 
An  addrefs  was  read  by  deputies  from  the 
48  fedtions  of  Paris,  againft  the  armed  force 
which  was  fome  time  fmce  propofed,and  the 
modification  of  which  is  how  under  the 
dehberation  of  a  committee.  By  this  ad- 
drefs the  Convention  is  told,  **  That  it 
would  be  putting  the  members  on  a  footing 
with  tyrants,  to  furround  them  with  guards 
— Pretorian  guards.-r-That  Paris  made  the 
Revolution  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft — and 
that  Paris  would  maintain  it."  They  alfo 
admonifhed  the  Convention,  that  there  are 
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thofe  fhre&nt  who  contemplate  their  cou* 
dud,  and  weigh  their  decifions ;  and  finally, 
that  the  fcdipns  of  Paris  confidcr  the  pro* 
Jed  of  a  guard  to  the  Aflembly  as  dangerous 
and  odious. 

The  anfwer  of  Ouadet;  thePrefident, 
was  ienfible  and  fpirited^  He  iaid,  that  the 
exercife  of  the  fovereignty  of  the  French 
people,  and  all  the'  rights  of  the  Republic, 
refided  in  the  Convention,  which  knew 
how  to  defend  them,  and  which,  though 
always  willing  to  receive  counfel  from 
good  citizens^  woul^  receive  orders  from  the 
nation  only* 

But,  in  afTerting  that  the  Convention 
can  defend  the  rights  of  t^e  Republic,  he 
aflerts  more  than  is  true  i — that  an  addref^ 
in  fuch  infolent  terms,  fhould  be  allowed  to 
be  read,  is  a  proof  not  only  that  the  Con-« 
vention  has  not  that  power,  but  that  the 
authors  of  the  addrefs  know  this,  and  are 
determined  to  do  all  they  can  to  prevent 
N4  its 
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iw  ev(cr  having  it,  and  for  that  reafbn  oppofc 
the  eftabiiflbment  of  th^  guard  iii  queflipn, 
ycf  nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  that, 
until  the  Convention  has  the  power  of  im- 
pofing  filence  on  thp  galleries,  of  protedin^ 
the  perfons  of  the  deputies,  and  of  enforcing 
its    decrees,  there  can  be  neither  wifdom 
nor  ftability  in   their   government* — For, 
werewe  tofuppofcthat  a  few  members  of  the 
.  Copfventioa,  of  dijfitinguiOied  capacity,  were 
fupported  by  9  majority    ^n  meafures  of 
^wifdom  and  moderation ;   yet  if  they  are 
liable  to  be  infultpd  hy  a  mp^,  thofe  depu- 
ties vrho  fupport  them  one  day  from  con- 
^dlipn,  will  defcrt  them  another  through 
feari    and   produce    that  confufiOQ,  and 
thofe  contradii^ory  meafures  whidi  havie  of 
late  occurred,  and  which,  if  not  remedied^ 
will  end  in  complete  anarchy  and  iTuin. 

A  f^ifficient  body  of  guards,  under  the 
entire  difpofal  pf  the  Convention,  would 
prevent  this. — But  it  appears  by  thip  ad- 
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^a&  from  diJX  the  fedions,  that  thp^:  wlm 

pppofe  'the  eftablilhing  any  guard  for  the 

ICIonvefition,  havenotonlythedirediqa  of  tbc 

penqral  Council  of  the  Commune,  but  alfe 

pf  aU  the  fedion^  of  fam.    It  is  true  that 

the  majority  of  the  other  departments  of 

^France,  and  of  courfe  the  m^oritj  of  die 

(deputies,  are  for  this  guard  ;  but  I  fome? 

fimes  converfe  with  thoie  who  are  able  ta 

form  a  much  juftcr  notipn  of  what  is  likely 

to  be  the  confequence  than  I  can — who  arc 

pf  opinion^  that  Paris  will  carry  the  point 

againft  all  the  other  departments ;  and  that 

lidiatever  the  opinim  of  the  deputies  may 

continue  to  be,  the  majority  of  their  votes 

^illy  in  a  ihprt  time,  t>e  againil  the  armed 

force. 

Indeed  it  U  evident,  that,  although  all 
the  departments  of  France  are,  in  theory^ 
idlowed  to  haye  an  equal  fhare  in  the  go- 
vernment, yet,  in  fadi,  the  fingle  depart- 
ment of  Pari;  h^s  th^  whole  power  of  the 
4  govern- 
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government ;  the  other  dcpalrtmcnts  govern 
by  reprefentation — ^Paris  rules  m  perfod. 
The  Majefty  of  Le  Peuple  Souverain  refides 
in  the  capital,  and  by  dint  of  iofurre<aion, 
vrhich  is  always  in  the  power  of  certain 
leading  perfons  here,  Paris  gives  the  law  to 
the  Convention  and  to  all  France^  and 
will  continue  to  do  fo  till  an  armed  force 
is  eftaj^Kftied,  and  placed  entirely  under  the 
command  of  the  National  Convention* 

0£lobcr  21. 
The  city  of  Marfeilles,  on  hearing  of  the 
danger  to  which  the  Convention  iaexpofed 
from  the  nH)b,  and  the  people  in  tibe  galle- 
ries,  raifed  a  battalion,  which  was  ordered  te 
march  to  Paris  for  its  protediom  The 
intrepid  and  decifive  behaviour  of  the 
Federcs  from  that  city,  on  the  tenth  of 
Auguft,  have  made  a  ftrong  impreffion  on 
the  minds  of  the  Parifians  j  and  a  body  of 
fcven  or  eight  hundred  men  from  Mar- 
feilles 
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feUles  are  conlidered  as  equivalent  to  a 
tnuch  greater  nu  mber  raifed  clfe  where.  As 
this  battalion  comes  for  the  ex[xrefs  purpofe 
of  prote ding  the  Convention,  its  approach 
has  given  difquietude  to  that  party  who  wiik 
the  Aflerably.  to  be  overawed  by  the  people 
in  the  galleries :  endeavours  have  been 
ufed,  therefore,  to  create  a  prejudice  againfl; 
the  Marfcillois  in  the  minds  of  the  popu« 
lace  of  Paris-^and  particularly  in  the  pa- 
triotic Sans  Culottes  of  St.  Antoine  and  St* 
Marcellc. — It  is  circulated  that  they  are 
brought  to  the  capital  for  fome  purpofe  of 
ariftocracy.  The  name  of  Marfeillois  is 
in  fuch  high  eftimation,  that  this  infinuation 
has  hitherto  had  little  tffcGt. 

The  battalion  is  arrived^  and  this  day 
fent  a  deputation  to  the  Convention.  A 
member  <^  the  deputation  pronounced  a 
fpeech  full  of  energy  at  the  bar. — ^^  We 
fet  out,"  laid  he,  **  from  the  flxore  of  the 
Mediterranean,  to  offer  our  lives  in  defence 
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«f  our  Imetfaren  of  Pam,  then  iktmtmi 
Ibf  the  faldiers  of  dcfppdfm,  but  tWt  dan<- 
gef  js  over,  and  the  only  enemies  which  re^ 
vifda  for  us  to  fight,  are  thofe  who  defire 
f o  ^re&  a  triiuniiial  or  iiiSai&rial  power  ia 
Fraoe^.-r^Legiflators,  you  are  delegated  by 
^e  eighty^three  departments,  we  have  as 
great  an  intereft  in  you,  therefore,  as  the 
citizens  of  Paris — ^We  know  that  certda 
pkm  tell  the  Parifians  that  the  Convention 
has  a  defign  of  eftablifhisfg  pretorian  guards 
furound  them  for  the  purpofes  of  tyranny^*^ 
one  word  is  a  fufficient  re&tation  of  that 
calumny^ — fTe  ihall  belong  to  thofe  guardsi 
Repreientatives,  the  children  of  MadGdUes 
)iow  to  obey,  as  they  know  how  to  fight, 
liiey  hate  dilators  as  they  hfite  kings,  and 
you  may  oovnt  \q)on  them  f^r  the  main^ 
tenance  of  your  J^^ws,  ^  oi  your  autho- 
?ity." 

.    Anodier  person  came  afterwards  to  the 
bar  of  tl^  A£enU>]y  ao^d  acpufed  M^rat  in 

the 
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Ae  fevereff  terms.— ^^  That  blodd-tfrkflff 
iSian,'*  fiiid  Irt,  **  after  having  preached  mnr-^ 
der  and  carnage  within  thp  city  of  Paris, 
,  now  difperfes  his  journah  among  the  ar-^ 
«ie»,  to  excite  the  foWieHsl  to  mutiny*  tlie 
dehors  of  Paris  have  di&onoured  theni«« 
felves  in  choofkig  fucb  a  perfon,  and  you 
win  partadto  of  that  diihonour;  you  wSl 
iiovei^  yottrfelves  with  the  blood  whkh 
Marat  has  caufed  to  be  flied,  if  you  do  not 
esrpel  him  from  among  yon,  and  punifH 
him  for  his  crimes.'* 

Some  members  endeavoured  to  interrupt 
the  fpeaker,  and  the  Prefident  remuided  him 
that  he  ought  to  fpeak  with  refpe<SI  cf  a 
reprefentative  of  the  people. 

♦^  It  is  not  Marat,  the  reprefentative  of 
the  people,  I  attack,"  refumed  the  ipeak^j 
^^  it  is  Marat  the  journalift,  the  incendiary, 
againft  whom  the  French  kepublic,  and 
human  nature,  calls  for  vengeance*'' 

A  member  {aid,  that  this  petition  againft 
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Marat  wa»  not  in  due  £3rm ;  that  before 
the  accuiation  could  be  fent  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  General  Safety,  they  ought  to  coI« 
UGt  all  the  proofs  that  were  againft  him.— « 
•*  If  you  infift  upon  al/^  they  mull  be 
brought  in  a  waggon,'*  iaid  anothen 
J  The  protedors  of  Marat,  for  it  is  evi- 
dent that  this  mai)  has  prote<flors  in  the 
Convention,  f^dd  every  thing  they  could  to. 
perfuade  the  Afferably  to  pafs  to  the  order 
.of  the  day,  without  further  notice  of  this 
petition,  or  accufation ;  but  in  fptte  of  all 
their  efforts  it  was  ordered  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  Committee  of  General  Safety. 

The  addrefs  from  the  Sedions  of  Pari^ 
againft  the  armed  force,  is  a  manoeuTre  of 
Danton  and  his  friends^  and  their  having 
the  influence  to  obtain  it,  gives  a  higher 
idea  of  their  flreugth  than  has  been  hitherto 
entertained. 

The  deputation  of  the  Marfeillois  is  con- 
fidered  as  a  meafare  of  Roland  and  the 
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Girondifts^  to  give  the  Convention  an  idea 
of  the  protedion  it  has  to  exped^  till  fudi 
time  as  a  more  regular  armed  force  (hall  be 
decreed 

0£lobcr  2U 

A  very  fliort  time  after  the  loth  of  Au- 
guft^  thofe  who  had  been  united  againft  the 
court  divided^  and  became  hoftile  to  each 
other.  Roland  had  been  chofen  minifter  for 
the  home  department.  He  has  the  appearance 
of  a  man  of  (incerity,  and^  whether  he  de- 
ferves  it  or  not,  he  has  the  reputation  of  a 
man  of  probity,  is  fuppprted  by  a  great 
number,  who  are  confidered  as  the  beft  in- 
tentioned  in  the  A  flembly,  and  alfo  by  fome 
who  are  diftinguiflied  for  their  talents ; 
among  the  latter  are,  Vergniaud,  Guadet^ 
Buzot,  Briflbt,  Rabaut  de  St.  Etienne,  Jean 
Baptifte  Louvet,  La  Source,  Kerfaint,  Petion, 
Lanjuinais,  and  Barba.roux. 

Roland  was  likewife  intimately  connefted 
with  Claviere,  Servan,  and  Le  Brun ;  the 
two  firft  had  formerly  been  in  the  adminlt 
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ittaOAoA  w?tli  him,  and  Le  BfUtf  vfiti  fAntci 
as  Mtnrftef  fof  Foreign  A8ittr$,  afte?  tW 
loth  of  Augnft.    -         ' 

The  confidence  which  the  people,  andf 
the  ttiajority  of  the  Aflembry  put  in  the  in- 
tegrity of  Roland,  and  the  filpport  he  had 
from  fo  matiy  men  of  the  bed  abilities  iti 
the  Afleifibly,  excited  the  jealoufy  of  certahi 
members,  particularly  of  Dafiton,  who  could 
not  bear  to  fee  a  man,  whom  he  cOrifidefed 
AS  far  inferior  in  underftandidg  to  himfelf,  id 
poflelfion  of  fo  much  credit; 

It  is  imagined  that  Danton  had  foi^med  i 
plan  for  preventing  Roland  from  cohtinuing 
in  adminiftration,  and  which,  if  it  had  fully 
fucceeded,  would  alfo  Tiave  excluded  him 
froin  being  of  the  Convention. 

It  is  even  believed  by  foifle  that  he  wa» 
cleiaed  a  deputy  to  the  Convention  without 
his  own  application  or  knowledge  j  according 
to  the  Conftitution,  no  member  of  the  National 
Affembly  can  hold  the  offi<ie  of  minifter, 
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it  was  imagined  that  Roland  would  refiga 
the  fituation  of  minifter^  that  he  might  be 
ofrthe  Convention ;  and  it  has  fmce  appeared, 
that  there  were  certain  flaws  in  bis  election 
as  a  deputy^  which,  as  is  fuppofed,  were 
known  to  thofe  who  had  brought  it  about, 
and  which  would  have  rendered  it  void :  and 
thus,  had  he  refigned  his  ofiice  of  minifter, 
as  Danton  did,  he  might  afterwards  have 
found  himfelf  precluded  from  the  Conven- 
tional  Affembly.  But  before  this  could  be 
brought  to  trial,  it  was  propofed  ifi  the  Con- 
vention that  Roland  fhould  be  invited  hj  the 
Aflembly  to  remain  in  adminiftration.  This 
propofal  had  not  been  forefeen  by^  Danton ; 
he  oppofed  it  with  all  his  might,  and  in  this  he 
was  joined  by  all  hi$  friends.  The  good  qua- 
lities of  Roland  having  been  enumerated  by 
thofe  who  were  for  the  invitation,  that  very 
circumftance,  with  the  popularity  of  the 
man,  were  laid  hold  of,  as  grounds  of 
jealoufy,  and  reafons  againft  his  being  ia-^ 
VOL.  II.  O  vited. 
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vited.  One  deputy  put  them  m  taind^  that 
a,  Greek,  in  the  fenate  of  Athens,  had  de-^ 
dared  that  he  would  not  give  his  vote  for 
Ariflides,  becaufe  he  was  tired  of  hearing 
him  called  the  juji :  another  deputy  faid, 
that  as  often  as  he  heard  any  member  o^ 
the  Aflembly  greatly  applauded,  he  trembled 
for  his  liberty. 

If  thefe  reafons  were  ufed  as  pretexts, 
and  in  the  expeftation  that  they  would  have 
the  effedt  to  prejudice  the  Aflembly  agadnft 
Roland,  thofc  who  urged  them  muft  have  a 
poor  opinion  of  the  underftanding  of  their 
audience. — If,  on  the  contrary,  they  really 
thought  that  a  man's  being  confidered  as  a 
jtift  man,  rendered  him  dangerous  as  a  mi- 
nifter,  their  audience  had  a  right  to  think 
meanly  of  theirs. — I  perceive  an  afFedation 
in  the  Convention  to  adopt  maxims  and 
ufages  from  antiquity,  which,  however  juft 
and  applicable  they  might  be  at  a  former 
age,  and  in  a  different  country,  are  by  no 
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means  fuitable  to  France  in  the  prefent  df- 
cumftances.  This  difpofition  of  mifapplying 
general  maxims^  very  often  renders  the 
i^eak  the  dupes  of  the  worthlefs, 

Notwithftanding  the  oppofition,  however, 
the  Convention  was  on  the  point  of  de- 
creeing^  that  Roland  ihould  be  invited  to 
remain  in  adminiftration ;  which  Dantoa 
perceiving,  he  could  no  longer  reftrain  his 
ill  humour,  but  peevishly  faid,  "  If  you  are 
determined  on  this  meafure,  I  move  that 
the  invitation  be  extended  to  Madame  Ro* 
land,  who  is  known  to  afTiil  her  hufband 
with  her  counfel  *." 

This  illiberal  fally  was  heard  with  difap^ 
probation  by  the  Aflembly,  and  would  have 
hid  no  effeft  In  preventing  the  invitation 
which  had  been  propofed,  had  not  Cambon 
fpoken  againft  it :  he  obferved,  that  to  invlie 
a  minifter  to  continue  in  office,  was  in  foqie 

*  Madame  Roland  has  the  reputation  of  beiilg  a  mofl^ 
•ccomplifhed  and  amiable  woman. 
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degree  to  weaken  his  refponfibility ;  and 
Buzot  declaring  that  this  obfervation  had  fo 
much  weight  with  him  as  to  make  him 
alter  his  opinion,  the  invitation  was  no 
more  infifted  on. 

The  day  following,  Roland,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Convention,  exprefled  his  concurrence 
in  fentiment  with  thofe  who  thought  that 
to  invite  a  minifter  to  continue,  would  be 
derogatory  of  tlie  rigorous  principles  of  re- 
publicanifm,  and  tended  befides  to  render 
him  lefs  refponfible  than  he  ought  to  be : 
that,  however,  the  Convention  having  even 
deliberated  on  fuch  a  meafurc,  he  confidered 
as  highly  honourable  to  him,  and  a  motive 
to  engage  him  to  retain  his  office  of  mi* 
nifter,  and  to  wave  that  of  deputy :  that  th« 
danger,  which  he  plainly  perceived  would 
attend  him  in  the  firft  fituation,  was  another 
inducement  for  his  retaining  it;  but  that 
his  chief  motive,  however  fuch  a  declara- 
tion might  be  conflrued  by  his  enemies, 
S  was. 
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was,  that  he  thought  his  continuing  miniA 
ter  would,  in  the  prefcnt  circumftances, 
be  advantageous  for  his  country. 

Perhaps  nothing  but  confcious  integrity 
could  induce  a  man  of  fenfe  to  hold  fuch 
language  :  but  certainly  nothing  but  a  ftrong 
conviction  of  its  truth  on  the  mind  of  the 
Convention,  and  a  fentiment  of  high  efteem  ' 
for  the  perfon  who  ufed  it,  could  prevent  it 
from  being  thought  prefumptuous.  Roland's 
letter  excited  no  fuch  fenfation. — The  in- 
ftant  it  was  perceived  that  he  had  refolved  to 
continue  in  oflSce,  the  greateft  joy  appeared 
in  the  Aflembly,  and  his  letter  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  fent  to  all  the  departments. 

Roland  has  continued  minifter  for  the 
home  department  ever  fmce.  I  have  feen 
him  frequently  in  the  place  appointed  for 
the  minifters,  which  is  immediately  within 
the  bar,  and  oppofite  to  the  Prefident. 
None  of  them  ever  come  to  the  AiTembly 
O  3  unlefs 
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unlefs  they  have  been  fent  for,  or  whea 
they  have  fomethiog  to  ftate,  on  which  they 
wifli  to  have  the  inftrudiions  of  the  Con-e 
vention — and  they  withdraw  as  foon  as 
they  have  made  their  report,  without  taking 
any  part  in  the  debate. 

On  fuch  occafions  I  have  feen  fome  of 
them  obliged  to  remain  feveral  hours  before 
they  were  heard.  For,  if  a  debate  is  already 
begun  when  a  miniftcr  enters,  he  is  generally 
allowed  to  fit  unnoticed  in  his  place  till  it  be 
finifhed.  Some  of  Roland's  addrefles  to  the 
Convention  are  diftinguifhed  for  corred- 
nefs  and  elegance.  Ic  is  faid,  that  t^ey  owe 
the  latter  to  his  wife  :  this  report  is  founded 
entirely  on  prefumption,  Mrs.  Roland 
being  a  woman  of  tafte  and  literature  ;  and 
it  is  circulated  not  fo  much  with  a  view  to 
add  to  her  reputation,  as  to  detrad  fron^ 
that  of  her  hufband. 

yfh^n  h?   enters^   there  is  generally  a  ' 

whifpei* 
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whifper  of  approb^itioji  ia  the  Aflerablyk 
and,  while  he  is  fpeaking,  I -have  oftea 
heard  the  deputies  near  jnc  fay,  with  fer- 
vour— j^h  le  digne  homme  I  le  brave  mtnjfirel , 
What  proves  that  he  and  thofe  connected 
with  him  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Convention,  is,  that  the  Pre*- 
iident  and  the  fecretaries  have  hitherto  been 
chofen  froni  among  his  friends. 

Roland  was  the  popular  minifter,  whofe 
difmiflioi)  raifed  fo  great  a  clamour  againft 
jhe  Court  One  pf  the  pretexts  for  the 
ihan^eful  irruption  of  the  populace  into  the 
King's  palace,  on  the  20th  of  June,. was  to 
prefent  a  petition  for  his  recall :  if  Roland 
liimfelf  had  any  hand  in  promoting  that 
infurre£tion,  \\t  has  little  claitn  to  the 
jppitbet  which  was  applied  to  Ariftides* 
Thofe  whq  wifh  to  fucceed.  hini  an4  his 
fiends  in  their  offices,  xeprefent  them  tQ 
the  people  as  in  all  points  as  dangerous  to 
^berty  as  ever  the  Court  wjis :  fo  that  it 
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is  not  improbable  but  that  Roland  and  his 
friends  may  fall  the  vidtims  of  the  exam-- 
pie  given  on  the  20th  of  June,  of  over- 
awing the  legiflative  power,  and.  attacking 
the  executive,  by  a  mcb. 

The  duke  of  Rochefoucauld  was  at  that 
'time  Prefident  of  the  Department  of  Paris, 
and  was  zealous  to  bring  the  authors  of  that 
infurredion  to  puniftiment — the  zeal  he 
(hewed  upon  that  occafion  was  thought  to 
be  the  remote  caufe  of  his  murder. 

The  aflaflinations  formerly  mentioned, 
that  were  committed  at  Clermont,  at  Cam- 
bray,  at  Charleville,  by  the  volunteers  as 
they  pafled  through  thefe- places,  feem  to 
have  proceeded  from  want  of  difcipline 
and  from  the  caprice,  prejudice,  and  cruelty, 
■which  are  fo  apt  to  gain  upon  vulgar  and 
uninftruified  men,  aflembled  in  great  num- 
bers, and  under  no  controul.  Great  pains 
have  been  taken  to  fpread  the  opinion, 
that  fome  other  murders  which  have  been 
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committed  in  the  provinces,  were  entirely 
owing  to  a  fudden,  unpremeditated  com- 
motion of  the  people  —  particularly  the 
horrid  aflaffination  of  the  Duke  of  Roche- 
foucauld. It  is  generally  believed,  however, 
that  the  murder  of  this  nobleman  brigi- 
aated  in  more  diflant  caufes,  and  more 
concealed  promoters. 

M.  de  la  Rochefoucauld  was  »  man  of 
humanity  and  candour.  Uxifeduced  by  the 
advantages  enjoyed  by  thofe  of  his  own 
rank,  he  felt  with  generous  fympathy  for 
the  diftrefled  fituation  of  others :  he  be- 
held  with  fatisfadlion  the  overthrow  of  the 
old  arbitrary  fyftem  of  government,  in 
the  hopes  of  feeing  one  more  agreeable 
to  juftice  eredled  in  its  (lead — A  friend  to 
monarchy  as  well  as  freedom,  M.  de  la 
Rochefoucauld  had  in  his  contemplation 
a  monarchy  of  milder  afpe£t  than  his  coun- 
try had  ever  enjoyed — more  limited  in  its 
nature,  but  with  fufBcient  power  in  the 
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Prince  to  defend  his  prerogatives^  and 
fufficien^  Hieans  in  the  people  to  refill 
tyranny.;  mojre  agj^eeable  to  humanity, 
more  conducive  to  the  general  hi^ppinefi^ 
not  only  of  the  people,  which  is  infinitely 
the  moft  important  obj^iSt,  but  alfo  pf  the 
Monjirch  hipifelf,  if  he  h?ippens  (o  bg  ^ 
man  of  fenfe. 

The  Dulfe  of  Rochefoucauld  was  Pre- 
sident of  the  Pepartment  of  Pari?  on  th^ 
^oth  of  June  1799^  and  did  all  in  his 
.  power  in  fhe  firft  place  to  prevent,  and 
itfterwards  to  difcover  and  bring  to  puniflx-r 
ipent,  th^  iqftigators  of  th^  fcandalous  if- 
jriiption  of  an  aripcd  multitude  into  tl»e 
King'a  palace* 

^avi^g  no^ade  fre(|uent*  allufions  to  th^ 
tranfadions  of  that  day,  I  fl^al^  he^^e  giy^ 
j^  (hort  acqount  of  them, 

For  fevcral  d^ys  before  the  aoth  of  Jun§ 
it  was'  kr^own  all  over  Paris,  that  the  iiihabi? 
^ts  pf  the  ^auxbourgs  of  St.  Antoine  and 

St,  MarceUq 
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St.  Marcelle  intended  to  inarch  in  arms  to  tho 
Tuileries,  on  pretence  of  prefcnting  a  petition 
%o  the  King — ^but  in  reality  with  the  defign  of 
Intimidating  and  forcing  him  to  fanftion  tiiT^o 
decrees  of  the  National  Aflembly,  which  b^ 
had  hitherto  refuf^^dt 

The  council  of  the  department  of  Pans^ 
pf  which  M.de  Rochefoucald  was  Prefident, 
did  every  thing  in  their  power  to  prevent 
?in  rttempt  of  ^  nature  fo  unjuftifiable,  fo 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  which  might  be  attended  with  th? 
mod  fatal  confequences. 

This  council  made  reprefentations  to  the 
Mayor  of  Paris,  to  the  Procureur  of  the 
Commune,  and  to  Santerre,  who  at  that 
titne  was  commander  of  the  battalion  of 
Les  Enfans-trouves. 

But  unfortunately  thofe  to  whom  the 
council  of  the  department  made  thefe  re- 
prefentations, and  whofe  peculiar  duty 
}\  was  to  prevent  th^  intended  proceffion, 
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were  the  very  people  who  had  planned  it^ 
and  were  fecretly  promoting  it  with  all 
their  influence. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  two  fuburbs  began 
to  aflfemble  in  arms,  on  the  morning  of  the 
20th  of  June,  at  the  place  where  the  Baftilc 

.  formerly  flood.  As  accounts  of  this  came 
from  all  quarters,  to  thefe  fecret  ihftigators, 
fome  of  whom  were  magiftrates,  they  could 
not  decently  avoid  making  a  fhew  of  oppofing 
it.  When  the  multitude  were  at  the  height 
of  enthufiafm,  and  ready  to  march,  thofc 
magiftrates  appeared  in  their  municipal  fcarfs, 
and  gravely  admonijijed  the  people  to  depart 
peaceably  home,  lay  up  their  arms,  and  go  to 
bed.     "  You  have  a£ted^o«r  part,'*  faid  one 

,  of  the  rabble ;  •*  move  out  of  the  way,  and 
let  us  ad  ours/'  The  proceffion began  at  nine 
in  the  morning  ;  the  battalion  of  St.  An- 
toine  marched  firft :  between  it  and  that  of 
St.  Marcelle  banners  were  carried,  fuffi- 
ciently  expreffive  of  the  defign  of  this  cere- 
mony, 
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mony,  if  it  had  been  at  all  doubtful.     On 
one  was  infcribed  thcfe  words, 

Tyrans,  tremblez,  ou  foycz  juftes, 
Et  refpedez  la  liberte  du  peuple  *. 
On  another,  ^ 

Louis,  le  peuple  eft  las  de  fouffrir  f . 
On  a  third, 

Tremblez   tyran,  ta  derniere   heurc  eft 
venue :}". 

On  a  fourth, 

Le  rappel  des  miniftres,  la  fanftion  ou  la 
mort  §. 

Other  banners  were  carried,  ornamented 
with  vile  allegorical  figures,  and  fuitablc 
infcriptions. 

They  marched  to  the  hall  of  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly,  and  required  permiflion  to 
walk  through  it  in  proceffion.     A  member 

*  Tyrants,  tremble,  or  be  juft. 

And  rcfpcft  the  liberty  of  the  people, 
f  Lewis,  the  people  are  weary  of  fuflfcring. 
X  Tremble,  tyrant,  thy  laft  hour  is  come. 
$  The  recall  of  the  minifters,  the  fandlon,  or  death. 

made 
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faiide  afpeech  againfl  the  granting  of  thit 
rcqucft,  giving  for  his  reafon,  that  the  pe^ 
titioncrs  were  armed,  and  in  great  numbers; 
but,  as  this  orator's  eloquence,  while  it  op- 
pofed  the  mob's  being  let  in,  proved  that 
they  could  not  be  kept  out,  the  Aflcmbly 
gracioufly  granted  the  prayer  df  the  peti- 
tioners, and,  in  confequente,  was  amufed 
for  three  hours  with  a  proceffion  of  armed 
men,  accompanied  by  women  and  children^ 
marching  through  the  hall.  Among  other 
ingenious  emblems,  a  pair  of  old  black 
breeches  were  carried  on  a  pole,  with  this 
comfortable  infcription,  Libres — et  fans* 
culottes  *. 

From  the  National  Aflembly  *he  armed 
multitude  went  to  the  palace^  where  there 
was  a  confiderable  number  of  troops  on 
duty ;  but  no  orders  having  been  given  to 
refift,  and  many  ponions  of  the  multitude 
who  formed  the  proceffion  being  conduced 

*  Free— and  without  breecht5# 

•   by 
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by  AM  drefied  in  municipal  fcarfs^  the 
gardens  .and  courts  of  the  Tuileries  were 
crowded  in  an  inftant.  One  body  marched 
with  more  regularity  than  the  reft,  dragging 
fome  pieces  of  cannon  with  them,  and  con* 
duded  by  Santerre,  and  Legendre  the 
butcher. — The  muhitude  foon  after  rufhed 
into  every  apartment,  calling  aloud,  that 
they  muft  fee  the  King ;  they  had  a  peti* 
tion  to  prefent.  M.  Acloque,  commandant 
of  the  fecond  legion  of  national  guards, 
having  placed  fome  grenadiers  at  the  door 
of  the  apartments  neareft  to  the  King's,  tolcJ 
two  municipal  officers  that  if  they  would 
prevent  the  mob  from  proceeding,  he  would 
inform  the  King  of  their  requeft,  and  that 
he  was  perfuadcd  his  Majefty  would  receive 
twenty  of  their  number,  according  to  the 
law — He  then  went  to  the  door  of  the 
King's  apartment,  which  he  found  (hiit — 
he  knocked,  and  begged  that  he  might  ht 
inftantly  admitted,  faying,  that  he  came  t6 
fave  the  King's  life—The  door  <rf  the  cham- 
ber 
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ber  was  cpenied;  he  found  the  King,  with 
the  Queen,  the  Prince,  the  Princefs  Royal, 
Madam  Elizabeth  the  King^s  fitter,  and 
the  following  gentlemen:  the  Marechal 
.de  Mouchy,  Beaulieu,  Minifter  of  the  Fi- 
nances, Lajard,  MinifterofWar,  Terrier  dc 
Monciel,  Minifter  of  the  Home  Department, 
the  Count  d'Hervilly,  Marechal  de  Camp 
and  Commander  of  the  Horfe  Guards. 

M.  Acloque,  perceiving  that  they  had  their 
fwords  drawn,  and  feemed  determined  to 
{acrifice  their  lives  in  defence  of  the  royal 
family,  entreated  them  to  flieath  their 
fwords,  otherwife  they  would  .increafe  the 
danger  in  which  the  King  was — In  a  fhort 
time  a  great  noife  was  heard  at  the  door, 
the  rabble  were  breaking  it  open,  with 
pikes,  axes,  and  the  butt  end  of  mufquets. 
The  King  himfelf  ordered  the  doors  to  be 
thrown  9pen  : — before  this  was  done,  the 
ends  of  fome^  of  the  mufquets  and  pikes 
had  been  driven  through  the  door — twenty 
or  thirty  of  the  mob  burft  into  the  room, 

M.  Acloque  ' 
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'  M,  Acloque  accoftcd  them  with  a  firnl 
voice ;  "  Citizens,  refpidt  yoiir  King—the 
law  commands  it;  and  we  will  all  perifli 
rather  than  fuflfer  his  being  infulted/* — One 
of  the  company  at  the  fame  inftant  calling 
out,  Vive  la  nation  !  Vive  le  Roi !  the  in- 
triiders  flopped  fhort; 

It  was  then  proofed  to  the  Ringi  that  he 
ihduld  ftand  oji  a  feat  in  the  room  cbm*^ 
tnonly  called  L'CEil  de  Beiaf,  to  prevent  his 
being  preifed  upon j  ahd  that  he  might  be 
feen  by  the  people,  who  were  entering  iii 
l^reat  ntimbers ;  to  which  he  cdnfchted;- — 
The  Queen^  at  the  King*s  defire,  with  the 
toyal  children^  went  into  the  adjacent  roomj 
but  Madame  Elizabeth  kept  conftantly 
by  his  fide,  reje&irtg  every  entreaty  that 
was  made  by  the  King  bimfelf  and  others 
to  quit  him  for  an  inftatit. 

Oti  the  fixth  6£  Odober   178^,  whea 

iho  mdb  marched  from  Paris  to  Yerfailleg 

ilnd  broke  int<i  the  palace,  the  Princeis  £li« 

'  yoL.  it  1^  zabetlt 
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zabeth  attached  herfellf  to  the  perfon  of  the 
Queen^  whoic  life  fhe  kaew  was  at  that 
^e  more  threatened  by  thofe  ruffians  thaa 
that  of  her  brother;  and  on  the  pref<»C 
occafion^  as  he  was  in  greater  danger,  (he 
adhered  to  him. 

Four  grepadiersof  the  national  guards 
appearing  at  the  door,  the  PrinceTs,  who 
had  betrayed  no  fymptom  of  fear  on  her 
own  account,  burft  into  tears  at  fight  of 
them,  and  faid,  **  uibl  MtJfieUrs^  defenJez  le 

Roir 

Thoft  four  grenadiers,  an  officer  of 
chafieurs,  a  canncmier,  with  the  gentlemen 
above  mentioned,  placed  themfelves  around 
the  King  and  the  Princcfs  Elizabeth,  and 
with  admirable  conftancy  kept  off  the 
preflure  of  the  crowd,  and  proteded  the 
perfon  pf  the  King  for  above  three  hours  ; 
the  Marechal  de  Mouchy,  in  fpite  of  his 
great  age,  remaining  the  whole  time.  All 
the  adjacent  rooms,  mean-while,^  fwarmed 

with 
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with  a  mixed  rabble  of  men  and  women^ 
armed  with  pikes^  fabres,  flicks  with  knives 
fixed  at  their  ends^  fufils  and  piftols  ;  many 
of  them  calling,  "  En  bas  le  veto,  au  diable 
le  veto !"  and  fome  of  them  fhewiAg  fo  much 
fury,  that  thofe  around  the  King's  perfon 
had  difficulty  in  keeping  them  off. 

One  fellow,  mounted  on  a  chair,  fpoke 
to  the  King  in  the  moft  audacious  manner^ 
requiring  the  recal  of  the  patriot  miniflers, 
meaning  Roland,  Clavierc,  and  Servan, 
whom  the  King  had  a  little  before  difmiflfed; 
he  alfo  required  that  the  two  decrees  flxould 
obtain  his  approbation. — ^To  which  his  Ma^ 
jefty  anfwered  with  firmnefs,  "  Je  ferai  ce 
que  je  croirai  devoir  faire ;  mais  ce  n'eft  pas 
ni  le  lieu,  ni  le  moment,  de  me  faire  unc' 
pareille  demande*." 

A  red  cap  was  reached  to  the  King  at 

♦  I  will  do  what  I  ought ;  but  this  is  neither  the 
place  nor  the  time  to  make  9  requeft  of  that  nature. 
P  2  the 
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thf  end  of  a  pike,  by  a  man  who  cried,  Vive 
la  nation  ! — The  King  faid,  **  La  nation  n*a 
de  meillicur  ami  que  moi  *•'*  On  which 
the  other  infolently  added,  **  Eh  bien, 
donnez  nous  en  la  preuve  en  mettant  le 
bonnet  rouge,  et  en  criant  "Vive  la  nation  If'* 
On  attempting  to  put  on  the  red  cap,  it 
was  found  too  fmali  for  the  King's  head ; 
but  a  grenadier  having  ftretched  it  upon 
his  knee,  the  King  put  it  on,  and  wore  it 
as  long  as  the  mob  reipained.     . 

At  one  time,  when  the  noife  and  con- 
fufion  was  greater  than  ufual,  a  grenadier^ 
addrefl5ng  the  King,  faid,  "  Sire,  n'ayez 
pas  peur."  On  which  he  anfwered,  "I  am 
not  in  the  leaft  afraid,  friend/'  So  faying,  he 
prefled  the  foldier*s  hand  to  his  breaft,  that 
^  he  might  feel  that  his  heart  beat  calmly. 

•  The  nation  has  no  better  friend  than  I  am. 
f  Prove  it  then,  by  putting  on  the  red  cap,  and  by. 
crying  *^  Vive  la  nation  !*• 

5  Among 
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Among  thofe  armed  with  various  wea- 
pons, one  ruffian  brandilhcd  a  pike  with  the 
heart  of  a  calf  ftuck  on  the  point,  from 
which  hung  a  label,  with  this  infcription^ 
"  Cocur  dcs  ariftocrates  *.'*  "^ 

To  the  noify  requifitions  that  were  made 
from  all  corners  of  '*  Otez  le  veto!  rappellez 
le  miniftres  !'*  the  King  anfwered,  that  he  , 
would  do  what  was  juft. — Legendre  the 
butcher,  thinking  this  expreffion  rather 
equivocal,  took  this  opportunity  of  giving 
the  monarch  a  fpecimen  of  his  eloquence. — 
^^  Monfieur^^  faidLegendre — theKingfeenv- 
ing  a  little  furprifed  at  this  new  (lyle  and 
manner,  for  this  man's  manner  is  as  extra- 
prdinary  as  his  ftyle — ^^  Monjieur^^  repeated 
Legendre,  **  ecoutez  nous  j  oui  Monfieury 
vous  etes  fait  pour  nous  ecouter,  vous  ctes 
un  per  fide,  vous  nous  avez  toujours  tromp^s, 
¥0us  nous  trompez  encore;  mais  prenez 

♦  The  heart  of  ariftocrates. 
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garde  a  vous  Monficur,  la  mcfurc  eft  a  foa 
comble,  et  Ic  pcuplc  eft  las  de  fe  voir  votrc 
jouet  ^. 

In  a  company  lately,  where  the  conver* 
fation  turned  on  the  condudl  of  Legendre^ 
eveiy  body  prcfent  blamed  it,  except  ojac 
young  Frenchman,  who,  although  of  high 
birth,  diflinguiflies  himfelf  by  violent  demo- 
cratic principles:  he  urged,  by  way  of  dc* 
fending  Legendre,  that  he  did  not  fpeak  in 
his  own  name,  but  in  that  of  the  nation ; 
that  he  reprefented  the  tnajejly  of  the  peupU 
fouverain.  The  company  fmHed  ;  fome  of 
them  were  deputies,  who,  however  expe- 
dient it  might  be  to  ufe  this  language  in 
the  tribune,  did  not  expedi  to  hear  it  in 
private  fociety, — I   ventured   to   repeat    a 

•  Sir,  liftcn  to  us — ycs^  Sir,  it  is  your  duty  to  attend 
to  us ;  you  have  always  deceived  us,  you  deceive  us  - 
flill ;  but  take  care  what  you  are  about,  Sir,  the  meafurc 
of  our  patience  is  full,  and  the  people  are  tired  of  being 
your  dupes, 
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ftory  I  had  heard,  of  an  Englifh  gemltman 
celebrated  for  wit,  that,  walking  in  the  ftreets 
of  London  with  a  democratic  acquaintance 
of  his,  who  frequently  ufed  the  expreffion 
the  majejiy  of  the  people^  they  met  a  couple 
of  chimney- fweeps ;  the  gentleman  tpok  off 
his  hat,  and  made  them  a  very  formal  and 
low  bow  as  they  pafled*  His  acquaintance 
afked  what  he  meant — I  was  only  fhewing 
the  refped,  replied  the  other,  which  19  due 
from  every  loyal  fubjed  to  two  princes  of 
the  blood. 

This  gentleman,  it  is  probable,  judged  of 
their  affinity  merely  from  their  external 
refemblance  to  the  Sovereign;  but  Legendre 
could  boaft  of  an  affinity  in  more  efiential 
points,  an  iinyielding  firmnefs  ojf  heart,  a 
decifive  promptitude  of  execution,  a  diipo- 
iition  which,  fo  far  from  being  depre0ed, 
finds  matter  of  mirth  and  pleafantry  in 
fcenes  of  horror,  when  they  are  thought 
P  4  neceflaqr 
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pcceffary  to  promote  the  great  caufe  :  theffe 
are  features  of  energy  which  have  diftin-: 
guifhed  the  Peuple  Souverain  fince  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Revolution,  and  in  which 
Legendre  bears  a  ftriking  likenefs  to  the 
monarch  he  was  faid  to  reprefcnt. 

A  deputation  confiding  of  twelve  mem-r 
bers  of  the  National  Affembly,  among  whoni 
were  Ifnard  j^ndVergniaud,  at  length  ar- 
rived— Ifhard  addreffing  himfelf  to  the 
people  who  filled  the  room,  endeavoured  to 
prevail  on  them  to  withdraw,  repeating  frc- 
quently,  that  he  would  be  anfwerable  on 
his  life  that  they  fhould  be  fatisfied. — ^This 
had  little  tffcGt^  the  noife  and  exclamations 
of  *^  Rappellez  les  miniftres!  &tez  le  veto!'*  * 
recommenced. 

Vergniaud  alfo  fpoke  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  and  with  as  little  fuccefs« 

♦  Rc^al  the  miniftcrs,  remove  the  veto. 
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•  The  noife  and  confufion  continued  |:ii| 
paft  five  in  the  evening,  when  Petioi> 
^UTived,  accompanied  by  Sergent,  ^.  mur 
nidpal  officer.  Petion  approaching  the 
King,  faid,  "  Sire,  I  was  only  this  mo* 
n^eot  informed  of  the  fituation  in  which 
you  are.'' 

That  is  extraordinary,  replied  the  King^^ 
for  I  have  been  in  this  fituation  above  three 
hours. 

Petion  then  {landing  on  a  chair  adyife^ 
the  people  to  retire,  ending  his  harangue 
with  the  following  very  curious  expreffions, 
which  one  who  was  prefent  wrote  a  little 
after  and  allowed  me  to  copy :  *"  Citoyens, 
vous  venez  de  faire  entendre  vos  voeux  au 
reprefentant  hereditairci  ayec  Tenergie  et  I4 
^ignite  d'ua  peuple  libre  qui  connoit  fe? 
droits.  Le  Roi  fait  maintenant  les  inteur 
iions  du  SouveraWy  et  fans  doute  il  y  aur^ 
^gard,     II  convient  que  vous  vous  rctirex 
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avce  calme  et  d^cence,  afin  qu^on  ne  pmflc 
pas  calomnicr  vos  intentions*.** 

After  this,  the  people  at  the  Mayor^s  re% 
peated  requeft  began  to  withdraw : — when 
a  fecond  deputation  from  the  National  A{^ 
fembly  arriv^,  one  of  the  members  of 
which  addreffed  the  King  in  a  refpc^ful 
manner,  aiTuring  him  that  each  member 
was  ready  to  prefent  his  body  as  a  ihield  to 
coyer  his  Majefty's, 

It  could  not  efcape  the  King,  however, 
that  he  might  have  been  cut  in  pieces  three 
}u>un  before  the  fhields  arrived. 

While  thefe  things  were  paffing  io  the 

*  CitizcnSi  yoq  h?vc  now  made  your  icfircs  known 
to  the  hereditary  reprefentativc,  with  that  energy  and  dig. 
luty  which  becomes  a  free  people  who  underftand  their 
fights.  The  Kingat|)refcnt  knows  the  intentions  of  the 
JouHrmffty  and  undoubtedly  will  pay  a  proper  regard  to 
0iem«  You  ought  now  to  withdraw  with .  cahnnefs  an4 
fl(cescy,  that  your  intentions  may  not  be  calumniated* 
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(Eil  de  Beuf,  the  Queen  entered  the  conndU 
chamber,  attended  by  the  Prince  and  Princefs 
Royal,  by  Madame  de  Lamballc,  Mme* 
Tourzelle,  Mme»  de  Mau,  Mme.  de  Soucy^ 
Her  Majefty  (hewed  much  uneafmefs  on  ac-i 
count  of  the  fituation  in  which  flie  had  left 
the  King,  till  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  firi^ 
legion  of  Parifian  guards,  with  fome  foldiers, 
came  and  aiTured  her  that  the  King  was  in 
fafety,  and  furrounded  by  faithful  fervants, 

M.  de  WittengofF,  a  general  oflScer,  entered 
the  room  followed  by  a  number  of  peopl.e 
of  both  fexes,.  among  whom  was  a  woman 
with  a  red  cap  in  her  hand.  She  prefented 
the  cap  to  Wittengoff,  defiring  him  to  give 
it  to  the  Queen  to  wear,  adding,  that  (he 
had  juft  left  the  King,  who  at  that  moment 
had  the  cap  of  Liberty  on  hi?  head. 

It  would  appear  that  the  General  did  not 

think  it   expedient  to  reje^  the  woman** 

propofal ;  v^hieh  the  Queen  perceiving,  aniji 

?  *  being 
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being  (hocked  at  the  idea  pf  wearing  the 
cap,  faid  to  WittengofF,  **  Vous  yoyez 
Mpnfjeur,  que  ce  bonnet  ne  pent  aller  fur  ma 
tfete :''  fhe  then  put  it  on  the  head  of  the 
prince.  This  fatisfi^d  the  woman  and  her 
followers, 

Santerre  entered  the  caunciUchamber 
foop  after,  followed  by  a  new  crowd,  who 
having  aiready  feen  the  King,  now  de- 
manded a  fight  of  the  Queen,  which  San- 
terre had  undertaken  to  procure  them, — He 
immediately  required  that  thofc  who  ftood 
immediately  before  her  Majefty  fliould  open 
to  the  right  and'  left,  that  the  people  who 
followed  hihi  might  have  a  full  view  of  her 
and  the  reft  of  the  royal  family ;  which  was 
done,  Santerre  gracioujfy  aflurlng  the  Queen 
that  fhe  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
the  people,  who  were  wonderfully  good^ 
and  only  wifhed  to  be  gratified  with  a  fight 
^f  her  as  they  walked  out ;  and  perceiving 
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that  the  Prince  was  heated  with  the  cap^  h€ 
added,  **  Otez  le  bonnet  a  cet  enfant  *." 

Santerre's  aifurances,  however,  did  not 
prevent  fome  of  the  people,  who  were  not 
quite  fo  good  as  the  reft,  from  infulting  the 
Queen,  aathey  pafled,  with  very  abominable 
language. 

The  crowd  having  moftly  retired,  and  the 
King  having  left  the  CEil  de  Beuf  to  go  to 
what  are  called  the  petits  apartemens,  the 
Princefs  Elizabeth  was  going  to  wait  on  the 
Queen  in  the  council-chamber,  when  a  group 
of  the  mob  which  ftill  lingered  in  the  palace, 
miftaking  her  for  the  Queen,  began  to  in- 
fult  her  }  on  which  one  of  the  Princefs's  at- 
tendants was  going  to  undeceive  them,  but 
fhe  with  noblenefs  of  mind  prevented  this, 
left  the  people  who  were  infulting  her,  being 
informed  of  their  miftake,  (hould  have  tranf-^ 
ferred  their  abufe  to  the  unhappy  Queen. 

*  Take  the  qip  from  that  child^d  head. 

It 
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It  srppeared  firotn  the  witnefles  examined 
on  this  buiintfV,  that  great  pans  had  been 
uktn  with  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Antoine,  for 
a  confiderablc  time  previous  to  the  20th  of 
jfune,  to  work  them  up  to  this  criminal 
meafure :  for  it  merits  that  epithet  in  a  high 
*  degree,  even  although  what  is  by  no  means 
clear  were  entirely  admitted,  namely  that 
no  more  was  intended  than  to  prevail  on 
the  King  to  recall  the  former  minifters,  and 
to  remove  the  negative  he  had  given  to  the 
two  decrees ;  becaufe,  to  prevail  on  the  King 
By  fuch  means  was  open  rebellion  againft 
the  government,  and  ruinous  to  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  might  have  been  attended  with  the 
immediate  mafiacre  of  the  royal  family,  and 
other  dreadful  confequences,  all  of  which 
the  promoters  of  this  proceffion  were  an-  • 
fwerable  for. 

Thc^  active  and  apparent  promoters  of  it 
(for  others  are  ftrongly  fufpeded  who  were 
not  fworn  againft  by  the  witneflcs)  were, 

Santerre, 
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Santerre^  at  that  time  cemmindef  of  the  bat-* 
talion  of  Enfans  trouv^s,  Legendre,  Foumia 
an  American,  Rotondo  an  Ftdian,  Buirett^ 
a  glafs-makert  Rofignol  a  goldfmith,  Gonor 
who  was  called  the  conqueror  of  the  Baftillc^ 
Brierre  a  wine-merchant,  and  St.  Hurugc, 
who  rendered  himfelf  more  notorious  after- 
wards in  the  month  of  September,  and  Ni- 
colas, fapeur  or  miner  to  the  battalion  which 
Santerre  commanded,     Thefe  men  had  fre- 
quent nightly  meetings  at  die  houfe  of  San- 
Jterre,  where  they  drew  up  the   motions 
that  were  to  be  made  in  the  groups  at-  the 
Tuileries,  the  Palais-royal,   the   Place   de 
Gr^^e,    and   to  the   multitude   which  af- 
fembled  in  the  Place  de  la  Baftille,     They 
fometimes  met  alfo  in  the  chamber  of  the 
committee  of  the  fediori  of  Enfans  trouvea, 
to  compofe  plac^rts  to   be  pofted  on  the 
walls;  and  at  thofe  meetings  Chabot  had 
frequently  ♦pade  harangues,  the  tendency 
of  which  was  to  encourage  the  audience  to 

promote 
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^mcte  the  intended  proceflion,  whkU  n^ 
afiured  them  the  National  Afiembly  tt^ 
peAed^  and  would  receive  with  fatisfadtion; 

From  the  evidence  it  alfo  appeared^ 
^  that  after  coming  from  the  Niational  Aflcm- 
bly,  the  people  ihewed  no  difpofkiott  to  force 
their  way  into  the  palace^  till  Santerre,  afc- 
cbmpanied  by  S4nt  Huruge,  came  amongf 
them,  and  alked  why  they  did  not  enter  the 
pdlsLQCi  as  it  Was  for  that  purpofe  alone  that 
they  had  afTembled  j  and  that  it  was  in  ton-' 
iequence.bf  diredions  from  Panis^  and  an- 
other municipal  oilicer,  that  the  gates  of 
the  Tuileries  had  been  broken  open.'' 

In  confequence  of  the  proof  of  thefe  fads^ 
the  Council  of  the  department  of  Paris  de- 
creed, that  the  Mayor  of  Paris,  arid  thePrd- 
cureur  of  the  Commune,  who  had  been  frc- 
quentiy  advertifed  by  the  Council  of  the  in- 
tended procefiion,  had  not  done  what  their 
duty  required  to  prevent,  but  had  rather 
countenanced  it,  and  therefore  fliould  be  fuf* 

pcnded 
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Jpcnded  from  the  excrcifei  of  theii*  oflSces  ; 
but  this  decree  requiring  the"  fanftion  of 
the  King,  his  Majefty  wifhed  to  giVc 
no  opinion  nor  decifion  on  the  fubjeft, 
as  he  was  perfonalty  concerned  in  it.  He 
therefore  referred  the  whole  matter  to  tho 
National  Aflembly ;  but  his  enemies  there 
being  refolved  to  drive  him  to  the  difagree-* 
able  alternative  df  cither  difapproving  of  the 
decree  of  the  Council,  or  incurring  the 
odium  of  being  the  immediate  caiife  of  fuf^ 
pending  the  popular  May  or,  %  had  fufficient 
influence  to  get  the  Affembly  to  refufe  giv- 
ing any  opinion  oti  the  fubjed,  until  the 
King  fhould  confirm  or  annul  the  fentence 
of  the  Council.  His  Majefty  therefore 
confirmed  the  decree;  which  he  had  no 
fooner  done,  than  the  National  Affembly 
took  the  whole  matter  into  their  confidera- 
tion,  an^d  reinftated  the  Mayor  and  Procu- 
reur  in  their  offices* 
From  this  time  it  was  clear  that  the  con- 
\0U  II.  Q^  ftitution 
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ftitution  was  at'  an  end,  that  a  plan  was 
formed  for  the  deftru(9:ion  of  royalty,  and 
that  the  beft  meafure  the  King  could  adopt 
was  to  attempt  at  any  rifk  to  remove  himfelf 
and  his  family  out  of  the  reach  of  the  mob 
of  Paris.  ,  To  this  he  was  often  prefled  by 
his  friends,  who  thought,  that  If  he  were 
even  removed  as  far  as  Fontainebleau,  there 
was  fuch  indignation  in  the  minds  of  the 
moft  refpedtable  citizens  all  over  France 
at  the  fcandalous  tranfadions  on  the  20th  of 
June,  that  they  would  have  united  againft 
the  anarchifts  of  Paris,  and  given  fuch  force 
to  the  executive  power,  as,  without  injuring 
freedom,  would  have  fupprefled  them,  and 
prevented  the  dreadful  diforders  which  have 
fince  taken  place.  But  his  Majefty,  proba- 
bly deterred  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  flight  to 
Varennes,  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  make 
a  fecond  attempt  of  the  fame  nature. 

Difgufted  with  a  feries  of  crimes  which 
he  could  neither  prevent  nor  punifli,  and 

finding 
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finding  that  his  prefence  in  Paris  was  neither 
of  ufe   to  his  country    nor  ,  to  the  King, 
the  Duke  of  Rochefoucauld  withdrew  from 
the     capital    to    his    villa    in   Normandy, 
^  from  whence,  on  account  of  his  health,  he 
foon  after  went  to  the  medicinal  waters  of 
Forges,  where  he  was  daring  the  dreadful 
period  of  the  maflacres  in  September,  and 
where   a  commiffioner    from   the    general 
council  of  the  Commune  of  Paris  arrived 
with  an  order  to  arreft  and  conduct  him  to 
the  capital.     This  commiffioner  was  a  man 
t>f  more  humanity  than  thofe  ufually  em- 
ployed by  the  council  on  fimilar  occaflons ; 
he  readily  agreed  to  the  propofal  (^accom- 
panying the  Duke  in  the  firft  place  to  his 
own  houfe  at  Roche-Guyon,  with  a  view , 
that   the  agitation  which  exifted   at   Paris 
might  have  time  to  fubfide  before  he  Ihould 
arrive,  and  in  the  hopes  that  the  Duke's 
friends  might  be  able  to  have  the  order  re- 
called.— In  company  with  Mr.  de  la  Roche- 
Q^  foucauld, 
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foucauld  was  the  Ducheffe  D'Anville  his 
mother^  and  the  Duchefs  his  wife.  On  the 
road  between  Iforgcs  and  Roche-GuTon, 
they  flopped  at  Gifors  :  during  thi$  period, 
mod  unfortunately  a  battalion  of  National 
Guards  arrived,  among  whom  fome  of  the 
Paris  aflaflins,  as  is  fufpcdked,  were  mixed. 
Thefe  villains  immediately  fhewed  a  dif- 
pofilion  to  murder  the  Duke,  who,  being 
more  folicitous  for  the  fafety  of  his  mother 
and  his  wife  than  for  his  own,  and  fearing 
that  they  might  be  injured  or  infulted  if  he 
remained  with  them,  he  perfuaded  them  to 
gQ  on.  The  Duke  himfelf  afterwards  walked 
to  his  carriage  under  the  protedlion  of  the 
Mayor  of  Gifors,  the  Commiffioner,  and 
fome  of  the  national  guards  ;  but  he  was, 
notwithftanding,  followed  by  the  aflaffins 
loading  him  all  the  way  with  abufive  lan- 
guage, till  one  of  them  having  found  meant 
of  coming  very  near  the  Duke,  threw  a 
ftone  with  fuch.force  that,  ftriking  him  on 

the 
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the  temple,  it  killed  him  on  the  fpot,  and 
fome  of  the  wretches  immediately,  on  feeing 
him  fall,  cried, "  Vive  la  Nation  f' 

The  French  nation  is  difgraced  by  fuch  an 
exclamation  on  fuch  an  occafion  ;  and,  were 
I  not  convinced  that  the  majority  deteft  the 
adlions  and  ficken  at  the  exclamations  of 
fuch  wretches,  I  fhould  join  in  fentiment 
with  thofe  who  wifh  it  wafhed  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  globe, 

0£lobcr  24. 

In  a  converfation  which  I  had  this  day 
with  a  member  of  the  Convention,  I  de* 
livered  my  fentiments  pretty  freely  upon  the 
fubjedi  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  de  la  Roche- 
foucauld, and  fome  fimilar  events  which 
have  taken  place  of  late  in  France :  he  ex- 
prefled  the  utmoft  horror  at  them,  but  added 
that  fcenes  of  the  fame  kind  had  been  aded 
in  every  country  of  Europe  in  times  of  re- 
volution and  diflention,  when  great  interefts 
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were  at  ftake,  and  when  the  human  paffions 
were  inflamed  and  agitated  in  the  highcft 
degree.     He   mentioned  certain   barbarous 
cruelties  which  had    been    committed,  on 
both  fides,  during  the  conteft  between  the 
white  rofe  and  the  red  in  England  :  he  en-^ 
larged  on  the  maflacre  in  Ireland  in   the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Firft,  and  on  the  perfi- 
dious affair  of  Glenco  in  Scotland   in  the 
reign  of  King  William,     He  added  that, 
every  thing  confidered,  perhaps  it  belonged 
lefs  to  one  of  my  nation  than  of  any  other, 
to  complain  of  the  excefles  of  revolutions  or 
civil  difltnfions ;  and  with  a  fmile  he  quoted 
from  Juvenal : 

Quis  tulerit  Gracchos  dc  fcditione  querentes  ? 

I  did  not  choofe  to  pufti  the  argument 
farther,  although,  with  refped  to  the  reci- 
procal cruelties  which  were  committed  dur- 
ing the  conteft  between  the  white  rofe  and 
the  red,  th6  remark  was  obvious,  that  what 

a  nation 
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a  nation  had  done  during  an  age  of  barba-« 
rifm  and  fuperftition,  is  not  to  be  compared 
with  that  of  another  in  the  days  of  know- 
ledge and  refinement — and  perhaps  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  (hew  that  the  barbarhies 
he  enumerated  which  had  been  committed 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  were  equalled 
by  thofe  committed  in  France  at  the  fame 
•periods.;  in  which  cafe,  there  has  been  fuch 
an  accumulation  here  of  late,  that,  on  com- 
paring accounts,  a  mod  dreadful  balance 
'  of  horrors  would  remain  with  this  country. 
I  find  fome  people  believe,  or  pretend  to 
believe,  that  the  murder  of  the  Duke  of 
Rochfoucauld  was  the  accidental  efFeft  of  the 
fudden  frenzy  of  a  few  volunteers ;  but  many 
circumflances  do  not.  admit  of  that  opinion. 
The  magiftrdtes  of  Gifors,  although  they 
wifhed  to  protedt  the  Duke,  did  not  feize  and 
punifh  his  aflfaflins,  which  looks  as  if  they  fuf^ 
peded  that  the  aflfaffins  adled  under  the  di- 
rection of  fome  men  whofe  enmity  the  magi- 
0^4  Urates 
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Urates  were  afraid  of  incurring:  and  when  we 
recoiled  that  the  Duke's  condud,  immedi- 
ately before  and  after  the  20tK  of  June,  was 
highly  ofFenfive  to  thofe  who  fpirited  up 
the  fliameful  infurrcdion  of  that  day;  when 
we  recoiled  the  characters  of  fome  of  them 
who  were  afterwards  members  of  the  new 
formed  council  of  the  Commune  de  Paris, 
and  the  orders  for  arreft  which  they  iflued 
previous  to  the  2d  of  September ;  it  will  fecm 
much  more  probable  that  the  death  of  thq 
Duke  of  Rochefoucauld  proceeded  from  in- 
ftrudions  from  fome  of  them^  than  from  a 
fudden  impulfe  of  the  adual  murderers. 

If  any  thing  could  render  this  crime  more 
ati'ocious,  it  would  be,  that  a  man  whq 
lies  under  the  highefl:  obligations  to  the 
Duke,  was  the  planner  of  his  aflaffination. 
This  idea  has  been^  propagated  notwith- 
ftanding  its  enormity,  and  perhaps  is  circu** 
lated  the  more  on  that  very  account  j  for  the 
minds  pf  fome  people  ve  peculiarly  at- 
tached 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


{    ^33    ) 

tached  to  the  wonderful,  and  they  arc  fb 
fond  of  repeating  what  creates  the  greateft 
emotion,  of  whatever  nature  that  emotion  is, 
that  the  very  circumftance  which  renders  a 
.  ftory  Icfs  credible,  is  an  in^^cetnent  for  one 
fet  of  people  to  repeat  it,  and  another  to  be- 
lieve it*  Much  ftronger  prefumptive  proof 
than  any  I  have  heard,  is  neceflary  to  in- 
duce me  to  think  any  man  capable  of  fucli 
aggravated  wickednefs,  particularly  if  the 
purfuits  of  his  life  have  been  of  a  nature  to 
humanize  the  heart  as  well  as  to  enlighten 
the  underftanding,  and  if  the  faft  can  be 
fully  accounted  for,  without  fuppofmg  him 
to  have  bad  any  direft  or  indired  hand 
in  it. 

Oftobcr  26. 
The  party  which  is  formed  againft  Ro- 
^  land  and  the  Girondifts  ''^'  manifeft  already 

as 

*  Vergniaud,  Genfonne,  Guadct,  and  fomc  others 
diftinguifhcd  for  their  talents,  are  deputies  from  the  de- 
partment 
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as  much  enmity  to  them  as  the  fame  partj^ 
did  to  the  court  for  turning  Roland  out  of 
office.  What  renders  them  very  formidable 
is  the  influence  .their  leaders  have  in  the 
Jacobin  fociety,  which  begins  to  murmur 
againft  Roland  and  all  his  friends.  To  BriC- 
fot  they  fhew  fuch  peculiar  diflike,  that  he 
was  lately  expelled  from  the  fociety :  he 

partment  of  Gironde,  and  fupport  Roland  ;  many  others 
have  joined  them,  and  the  >vhoIe  are  called  Girondifts 
or  Rolandifts  ;  and  Marat,  who  has  a  determined  ha- 
tred to  Briflbt,  fomctimes  calls  them  in  his  journal 
BrifTotins,  and  the  whole  clafs  Roland  BriiTotins.  Al- 
though Condorcet  is  of  more  eminence  in  the  Jiterary 
world  than  any  I  have  enumerated  as  the  friends  of  Ro- 
land, I  have  not  mentioned  him,  becaufe  his  conduft  of 
late  is  thought  equivocal ;  it  is  not  quite  clear  whether 
he  means  to  attach  himfclf  to  Roland  or  Danton. 

Barrerc,  deputy  from  the  department  of  the  High  Py- 
renees, who  was  a  member  of  the  conftituent  aflTembly 
without  being  much  diftinguiflied,  begins  to  be  thought 
of  more  importance  in  the  Convention  :  he  has  not  hi- 
therto taken  a  decided  part  with  either  party,  btff,  I  an; 
told,  he  is  courted  by  both. 

1  probably 
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probably  obtained  this  diftindiion  on  account 
of  fome  paragraphs  which  have  lately  ap- 
peared  in  the  daily  paper  fuppofed  to  be 
condudied  by  him.  Marat  is, there  treated 
with  a  contempt  which  may  be  due  to  hi$i 
talents,  but  which  it  is  not  prudent  to  fhcw 
for  a  man  who  is  ftill  a  favourite  of  the 
rabble^  and  has  fome  of  the  mod  defperate 
of  them  under  his  direction*  In  the  fame 
paper  Danton  is  glanced  at  with  feverity, 
and  Robefpierre  is  turned  into  ridicule,  in  a 
manner  that  would  not  be  readily  forgiven 
by  a  man  of  a  lefs  implacable  difpofition* 

BrifTot  is  a  little  man,  of  an  intelligent 
countenance,  but  of  a  weakly  frame  of 
body. 

While  many  of  the  Deputies,  even  thofe 
who  are  no  way  obnoxious  to  the  violent 
party,  carry  pocket-piftols,  or  canes  which 
contain  fwords  j  Briflbt  walks  through  the 
flreets,  at  all  hours,  without  fo  much  as  a 
fwitch  in  his  hand. 

An 
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An  acquaintance  of  his  told  me  that  he  had 
fpoken  of  this  to  him  as  a  piece  of  great  im- 
prudence, confidering  the  number  of  his  ene* 
xnies,  many  of  whom  he  thought  capable  of 
aflaflination.To  this  remonftrance  Briflbt  an- 
fwered  with  a  carelefs  air, "  S'ils  font  decided 
3i  m'aflaffiner,  ils  en  trouveroient  aif^mentle 
moyen  de  quelque  manierre  que  je  fufle 
arme  :  d'ailleurs  je  fuis  d'une  conftitution  fi 
foible,  que  ne  pouvant  faire  qu'une  triftc  de- 
fenfe,  je  prefererois  Thonneur  de  n'en  point 
faire  du  tout." 

But  timidity  is  not  to  be  placed  among 
this  man's  failings,  nor  prudence  among  his 
virtues. 

If  Briflbt  is  too  little  affefted  by  the  ran* 
cour  of  his  enemies,  Roland  fhews  too  much- 

*  If  they  arc  determined  to  aflaffinate  me,. they  will 
find  the  means  whatever  arms  1  may  carry  \  befides,  I 
am  of  fo  feeble  a  conftitution,  that,  confcious  of  being 
unable  to  make  a  good  refiftance,  I  think  it  more  ho- 
nourable to  make  none. 

fenfibility 
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fenfibility  to  the  attacks  which  are  made  on 
him,  and  this  is  one  reafon  perhaps  for  their 
being  cootinued  with  fuch  fpirit  and  perfe- 
verance,  Infinuations  tending  to  render 
him  unpopular,  not  only  appear  in  certain 
daily  journals,  but  accufatiqns  againft  him 
are  fometimes  pafted  on  the  walls.  He  alludes 
to  thcfc  rather  too  often  in  his  addreffes  to  the 
Convention,  which  are  fometimes  thought 
laboured  and  pompous*  While  os^  of 
this  kind  was  reading  in  the  aflembly,  I 
heard  one  of  the  deputies  fay  peeviihly, 
*^  Cet  homme  pretend  nous  gouverncr  par 
des  phrafes*."  Another,  flirugging  up  his 
fhoulders,  faid,  "  II  ne  chcrche  qu'^  faire 
admirer  la  beaute  de  fon  flile  f*"  To  which 
the   member  who  fat    nest  him   replied, 

*  This  man  thinks  to  govern  us  by  fine  fentences. 
t  His  only  objcft  is  to  make  us  admire  the  beauty  of 
his  ftylc. 

6  '    "Auffi 
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**  Aufli  y  rcuffitil  quelquefois  avec  Taide  de 
?*  fa  femme*/ 

The  tendency  of  thefe  addreffes  and  let- 
ters generally  is,  after  exculpating  himfelf 
from  the  charges  above  mentioned,  to  prove 
the  neceflity  of  order  and  fubmiffion  to 
law. 

But  if  a  Minifter  takes  the  trouble  of  an* 
fwering,  in  the  National  Aflembly,  all  ano- 
nymous accufations  made  againft  him,  nei- 
ther he  nor  the  Aflembly  will  be  able  to  do 
any  other  bufinefs ;  and  if  he  has  no  other 
means  of  producing  order  and  fubmiflion 
to  law  than  by  fpeeches  and  addrefies,  there, 
is  no  probability  of  their  being  produced 
foon. 

Some  of  thefe  compofitions  however  arc 
very  good  in  themfelves. 

Sed  nunc  non  erat  bis  locus. 

♦  In  which  he  fometimcs  fuccecds,  with  the  affiftancc 
of  his  wife. 

—Can 
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— Can.  it  be  thought  that  the  men  who 
.  ftormed  the  King's  palace,  or  thofe  who  in- 
lligated  to  the  maflacres,  will  be  moved  from 
their  defigns  by  eloquence  or  argument  ? 

At  the  head  of  the  party  in  oppofition  to 
Roland  are  Danton  and  Robefpierre ;  after 
them  are  Couthon,  Bazire,  Thuriot,  Merlin 
de  Thionville,  St.  Andre,  Camille  Del- 
moulins,  Ghabot,  Cbllot  d'Herbois,  Sergent, 
Legend  re,  Fabre  d*Eglantine,  Panis,  Marat# 
Robefpierre  is  a  man  of  fmall  fize,  and  a 
difagreeable  countenance,  which  announces 
more  fire  than  underftanding ;  in  his  calmefl: 
moments,  he  conceals  with  difficulty  the  ha* 
tred  and  malignity  which  is  faid  to  exift  in 
his  heart,  and  which  his  features  are  admi- 
rably formed  to  exprefs.  He  diftinguifh- 
ed  himfelf  in  the  Conftituent  Aflembly 
by  the  violence  of  his  fpeeches,  and  much 
more  fince,  in  the  Jacobin  fociety,  by  the 
Tidlence  of  his  meafures.  His  eloquence  is 
employed  in  invedives  againft  tyrants  and 
ariftocrates,  and  in  declamations  in  praife.of 

Liberty. 
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Liberty.  His  fpeeches  are  barren  in  argu- 
ment, but  fometimes  fertile  in  the  flowers  c^ 
fancy. 

Robefpierre  is  confidered  as  an  entbufiaft 
rather  than  a  hypocrite :  fome  people  think 
him  both,  which  is  not  without  example  ; 
but,  to  me,  he  feems  to  be  too  much  of  the 
firft  to  be  a  great  deal  of  the  fecond. 

He  has  always  refufed  every  oflice  of  emo« 
lument :  his  paffion  is  popularity,  not  ava- 
rice ;  and  he  is  allowed,  even  hy  thofe  who 
deteft  many  parts  of  his  charader,  and  arc 
his  enemies,  to  be  incorruptible  by  money. 

Roland  is  not  fuppofed  to  poflefs  all  the 
energy  of  charader  that  belongs  to  Danton  ; 
in  many  other  refpeds  they  differ.  Roland 
^is  believed  to  be  a  thorough  republican: 
Danton,  it  is  thought,  does  not  lay  much 
flrefs  on  the  form  of  government,  and  would 
have  no  objedion  to  monarchy,  provided 
the  monarch  were  a  creature  of  his  own  ;  for 
I  do  not  find  that  it  is  fufpeded  that  he  af- 
pircs  to  reign  in  perfon. 

Roland 
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koland  and  Danton  were  often  in  op* 
pbfition  with  each  other  when  joined  in  the 
fame  adminiftration.  Roland  flruggled  with 
all  his  might  againft  the  ufurpations  of 
the  General  Council  of  the  Commune  of  Pa- 
ris after  the  loth  of  Auguft:  t)anton' fa- 
voured and  abetted  them.  Roland  ex* 
daimi^d  againft  the  mafiacres  in  September^ 
did  every  thing  he  could  to  put  an  end  to 
ih6niy  and  on  that  account  was  himfelf  in 
imminent  danger.  Danton^  though  he  was 
then  minifter  of  juftice,  is  accufed  of  having 
been  criihinany  pafl5ve  on  that  very  preffing 
bccafion*  Roland  ufes  his  whole  inftuence 
to  bring  the  authors  of  thofe  favage  fcenes 
to  judice  :  Danton  ufes  his  to  (lifle  all  in« 
veftigation  of  that  nature. 

.  In  external  appearance  and  manner,  thofe 
two  men  differ  as  in  all  the  reft  :  Roland  is 
about  fixty  years  of  age,  tall,  thin,  of  a  mild 
countenance  and  pale  complexion.  His 
drefs,  every  time  I  have  feen  him,  has  been 
VOL.  II.  R  the 
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tke  fame,  a. drab-coloured  fuit  lined  with 
grepa  filk,  his  grey  hair  hanging  loofc. 

Danton  is  not  fo  tall,  but  much  broader 
than  Roland  ;  his  form  is  coarfe,  and  un- 
commonly robufl :  Roland^s  manner  is  un- 
afluming  and  modeft — that  of  Danton  fierce 
and  boifterous ;  he  fpeaks  with  the  voice  of 
a  Stentor,  declaims  on  the  bleflings  of  free- 
dom with  the  arrogance  of  a  tyrant,  and 
invites  to  union  and  friendfhip  with  the 
frown  of  ati  enemy. 

He  muft  be  fenfible  of  the  infinite  im- 
portance of  internal  union,  of  ftrengthening 
the  executive  power,  and  overawing  the 
fadious  at  the  prefent  crifis.  Thefe  might 
poffibly  avert  fome  of  the  evils  that  threaten 
his  country,  and  tend  to  the  happinefs  of 
twenty-four  millions  of  human  creatures. 
But  what  muft  then  become  of  Danton?  he 
would  dwindle  in  point  of  importance,  and 
£bare  only  the  proportion  of  an  individual 
in  the  general  profperity. 

In 
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in  the  comprchenfive  vortex  of  this  cx- 
traordioary  Revolution^  thitman,  originaUy 
placed  in  the  lowe;r  ranks  of  life,  has  been 
whirled  fo  near  the  fummit  as  to  have  the 
chief  dirediori  of  government  within  his 
hppe — He  thinks  himfelf,  no  doubt,  better 
qualifiied  for  that  office  than  thofe  who, 
according  to  the  prefent  fyftem,  are  likely 
to  retain  it ;  and  if  his  hopes  fhould  be  ac- 
compUfhed,  he  perhaps  has  it  in  fpecula« 
tion  to  promote  the  aggrandifement  of  his 
country,  and  would  exert  himfelf  for  that 
purpofe  as  long  as  it  went  hand  in  hand 
with  *his  own.  But  if  the  gratification  of 
his  own  ambition  is  to  be  had  at  no  other 
price  than  the  facrifice  of  his  country's  good, 
he  will  not  refufe  the  purchafe.  This,  no 
doubt,  will  be  thought  very  profligate  ;  yet 
in  this,  perhaps,  Danton  differs  Icfs  from 
other  ftatefmen  than  in  fome  othec  features 
of  his  charader. 

A  peffon  who  is  thought  to  be  well  ac- 
R  2  qu^^inted 
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ijttakMed  with  the  chorafters  of  the  leading^ 
deputies  of  both  parties,  and  capable  of 
forming  a  juft  judgment  of  their  views, 
lately  hinted  to  me  that  there  was  a  proba?- 
bility  that  Danton  and  hia  fiends  would* 
cverfet  their  opponents. 

"  I  thought  that  Roland  had  the  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  Convention  with 
him  r  faid  I. 

"  The  majority  of  the  members,  if  left  ta 
follow  the  didates  of  their  confcietices,.'' 
rcfumed  he,  "  are  certainly  inclined  to  fup- 
port  Roland;  but  Danton  may  fall  on  mean^ 
which  have  been  found  efficacious  in  re- 
moving fcrupri?s  of  confcience.'* 

"  I  had  no  idea  of  his  being  fo  very  rich.^ 
"Where  will  he  find  the  money  ?"  faid  L 

**  Money,  it  muft  be  confefled,  is  the 
readied  and  moft  effectual,'*  replied  he, 
fmiling,,  *^  but  not  the  only  means — 
Danton  makes  ufe  of  it  the  leaft,  he  has  it' 
not  always  aC  his  command ;  fojc  what  he 

does^ 
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^oes  ufe  on  prei&Dg  occafions  belongs!;^ 
another/' 

*^  What  other  naeans  haa  he  V 

**  Why,  eloquence/'  rejoined  he.  "  Do 
you  count  that  for  nothing  irt  your  National 
Aflemhly  ?  I  can  ailire  yop  it  has  confider- 
able  weight  in  ours^  and  Danton  may  pour 
it  forth  with  profufion,  having  at  command 
not  only  his  own  noify  torrents^  but  alfo 
the  popular  ftream  which  flows  from  the 
,Jips  of  Robefpierre." 

"  Will  not  the  cSbSt  of  their  eloquence,'* 
J  tefumed^  "  be  greatly  overbalanced  by 
ihat  of  y,crgniaijd,  Buzot,  and  other  £riend« 
.of  Roland?" 

"  Perhaps  it  m,ay,'*  faid  he ;  **  but  the  ally 
f)ti  whom  Danton  has  the  greatel):  reliance 
has  not  been  yet  meptiojaed. 

**  Who  is  he  ?'* 

**  Terror  !   Terror!*'  repeated  he,  "  who 

has  adied  fo  important  a  part  lince  the  be- 

ginning  of  this  Revolution.     Do  you  not 

R  3  tt^infe 
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think  that  his  gigantic  form  ftalks  fometimes 
before  the  e/es  of  the  Deputies  ?  Do  you 
imagine  that  their  fleep  is  never  difturbed 
v^ith  the  vifions  of  heads  carried  on  pikes, 
of  murdered  prifoners,  and  the  mangled 
bodies  of  thofe  vidims  of  cowardly  revenge^ 
.  Briflacy  Montmorin,  Deleflart|  and  Roche- 
foucaldr 

«  I  fliould  imagine/'  faid  I,  "  that  fuch 
vifions  would  rather  difturb  the  tronfciencet 
of  Danton  and  fome  of  his  friends/* 

*^  They  have  none,"  rejoined  he  j  "  and 
Danton  feems  to  have  nearly  as  little  fear 
as  confcience,'^ 

He  then  told  me,  that  he  was  convinced 
that  Danton's  plan  was  to  terrify  a  majority 
of  the  Deputies  into  his  meafures,  by  means 
of  the  rabble  of  the  fuburbs,  which  he  exr 
pefts  to  have  at  his  difpofal,  through  Chabot, 
Marat,  and  other  emifiaries  and  tried  con- 
tJudors;  in  which  view  the  feclions  of  Paris 
were  prevailed  op  to  prefent  the  addre& 
8  ^^C2idy 
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^Ifeadf  mentioned,  to  the  Aflembly,  whicH 
it  is  believed  was  drawn  lip  by  Danton 
himfelf. 

His  emiflaries,  I  have  been  fince  told, 
are  very  adive  in  circulating  every  report 
that  they  conceive  can  render  Roland  and  ' 
his  friendsipanicularly  the  Girondifts,  odious 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  As  many  of 
thb  party  are  republicans,  and  were  abufed 
by  their  enemies  on  that  account  when  fuch 
fentiments  were  not  fo  popular  as  they  are 
at  prefent»  it  was  not  to  be  imagined  tfiat 
they  would  now  be  atcufed  of  being  royal- 
ills ;  but  as  this  is  the  heaviell  charge  that 
can  be  brought  againft,  any  fet  of  men; 
the '  fame  perfons  who  formerly  accufed 
them  of  being  republicans,  without  any  re^ 
gard  to  confiftency,  and  truftiog  to  the  ab- 
furd  credulity  of  the  multitude,  now  accufe 
them  of  being  royalifts — and  not  entirely 
without  effeft. 

The  friends  of  Roland  brought  to  Paris 
R4  the 
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the  battalion  of  Marieillois,  which  arrived 
lately,  and  unqueftionably  with  no  other 
view  than  to  ferye  as  a  check  to  the  fans- 
culottes  of  the  fiiburbs,  who  are  at  the  com* 
mand  pf  Danton:  their  addrefs,  which 
was  read  in  the  Convention^  is  thought  to 
be  the  compofition  of  Barbaroux. 

Monfieyr  Egalite  is  at  prefent  feldom 
heard  of:  he  appears  however  almoft  every 
day  in  the  Aflembly;  he  generally  fiay« 
tbout  half  an  hour,  feems  to  intereft  him« 
felf  little  in  what  is  going  on,  and  to  in«» 
tereil  the  Aflemhly  as  little.  It  has  been  £ud 
that  a  weak  or  wrong-headed  man  of  very 
high  rank,  or  in  an  eminent  fituation  in 
life,  is  like  a  man  on  the  top  of  a  fteeple, 
from  whence  all  the  world  feem  little  to 
him,  and  where  he  feems  little  in  the  eyes 
of  all  the  world — Whether  M-  Egalit^,  whci^ 
in  his  original  elevated  fituation,  regarded 
mankind,  or  was  regarded  by  them  in  this 
light,  I  will  not  fay  j  but  he  certainly  has 
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i^eep  at  great  pains  and  expence  to  brii]|^ 
}u0ir6lf  law  enough  to  be  feen  and  eftimated  ^ 
^t  l^is  juft  value  hj  all  (he  world^ 

©ftobcr  27* 
According  to  a  late  decree  all  emigrants 
wjio  are  taken  in  arms  are  to  be  tried  hj  4 
court-jnartial,  and  encecttted  where  they  are 
taken*  Notwithftanding  this  decree,  thirteen 
were  lately  conduced  to  Paris.  They 
were  the  lame  whom  Ruhl  had  pafTed  oa 
the  road  as  was  mentioned  above*  Whea 
they  came  near  Paris,  new  fears  were  ex- 
preiled  in  the  CJonvention,  of  their  danger 
of  being  maflacred  in  the  ftreets. 

If  there  is  really  any  danger  of  fuch  an 
event,  the  inhabitants  of  Paris  muft  be  the 
worft  of  favages ';  but  the  only  people  I  fee 
of  a  favage  difpofition,  are  certain  members 
of  the  Convention,  and  of  the  Jacobin  Club^ 
and  a  great  majority  of  thofc  who  fill  the 
tribunes  of  both  thofe  affemblies ;  but  the 
^op -keepers  and  trades-people  (and  I  take 
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tome  pains  to  be  acqtmnted  with  their  vny 
of  thinking)  fecm  to  be  much  the  fame  as  I 
have  always  known  them ;  and  I  am  per* 
fuadcd  that  there  is  no  rifk  oi  maflacres 
or  aflaffinations,  but  from  a  fet  of  wretdies 
who  are  ndther  (hop-keepers  nor  trader 
men,  but  idle  vagabonds^  hired  and  exited 
^DT  the  purpofe« — ^When  I  hear  it  aflerted 
from  the  tribune  of  the  CouTentioo,  or  of 
the  Jacobin  Society,  that  the  people  are  im^ 
patient  for  the  death  of  the  King,  or  in- 
clined to  murder  unfortunate  men  while 
they  are  conduded  to  prifon,  and  yet  can 
perceive  no  difpofition  of  that  nature  among 
the  citizens,  I  cannot  help  fufpedtiog  that 
thofc  orators  themfelves  are  the  people  who 
are  impatient  for  thofe  titrocities,  and  that 
they  fpread  the  notion  that  this  defire  is 
general  among  the  people,  on  purpofe  to 
render  it  eafier  to  commit  them,  and  to 
make  them  more  quietly  fubmitt^  to,  aftc^ 
they  have  been  committed* 

I  remember^ 
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I  remember,  that  for  ftveral  days  hcfart 
the  2d  of  September,  frequent  mentloa 
9^as  made  of  the  unaccountable  delays  of 
the  courts  of  juftice  with  regard  to  the 
trial  of  the  prifoners— Certain  members  of 
the  National  Affembly  threw  out  hints /of 
the  people's  impatience  on  that  account; 
and  1  heard  a  man  at  the  Jacobins  threaten, 
that  if  the  fword  of  juftice  was  withheld 
much  longer,  the  people  would  ^xercife  it 
themfelves ;  and  yet,  at  that  time,  I  could 
perceive  no  figns  of  fuch  adifpofition  among 
the  citizens  of  Paris. 

The  dreadful  fcenes  in  September  began — - 
the  citizens  were  ftruck  with  terror— they 
repeated  to  each  other,  *^  We  oflen  heard  that 
the  people  would  be  driven  to  this  !'*  Each 
of  them  believed  that  all  the  city  had  rifen 
againft  the  prifopers,  except  the  quarter 
which  he  himfelf  inhabited,  and  from  which 
his  anxiety  for  his  family  made  him  afraid 
to  move — ^They  were  told  that  all  who  fpofcc 
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in  £ivour  of  the  prifoaen  were  maflkcred 
hj  the  people,  and  that  many  fufpe&ed 
|)erfon8  were  tdcen  up  ii;i  the  ftreets*  By 
thefe  meads  the  citizens  of  Paris  remained 
|)antc-ftrack^  while  a  handful  of  villains,  iQ 
their  name^  committed  the  ogioft  fhoddn^; 
.  ,eDormities« 

RefledHng  on  this,  naturally  creates  a  fui^ 
picion  that  fomething  of  the  fame  natiure 
is  intended  by  the  fame  ineans  with  refped 
to  the  King* — It  is  expelled,  perh^s,  that 
by  dint  of  repeatedly  aflerting  that  the  people 
in  general*  are  defirous  of  his  deaths  they  wiU 
be  driven  to  fome  violent  meafure  if  his  trial 
is  delayed^  alfo  th^t  they  look  upon  all 
who  are  of  contrary  fentiments  as  ariftor 
crates  and  enemies  to  the  Revolution ;  an4 
that  the  citizens  will  be  brought  at  laft  tp 
defire,  or  pretend  to  defire,  what  otherwife 
they  would  never  have  thought  ofl 

Whatever  there  may  be  in  this  conjefture^ 

the  unhappy  emigrants  above  mentioned  were 
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condu&ed  to  the  prifon  without  any  attetnpt 
on  the  part  of  the  people  to  murder  them. 
They  were  tried  by  a  court-martial  the  day 
before  yefterday ;  if  there  really  exifted  ia 
the  minds  of  the  people  any  eagernefs  fby 
the  execution  of  thefe  unfortunate  men, 
their  patience  was  not  put  to  a  long  proof: 
nine  of  the  thirteen  prifoners  were  beheaded 
this  morning,  four  were  oflScers  in  the  army^ 
one  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy^  one  a  coun« 
fellor  in  the  late  parliament  of  Guyenne^ 
the  other  three  betonged  formerly  to  the 
Garde  du  corps* 

The  four  who  were  acquittetJ'  were  fer- 
TantSy  and  had  not  been  taken  in  arms. 
.  What  renders  it  more  probable  that  there 
a^e  people  who  wifh  to  renew  the  fccnes 
of  September  is,  that  a  rumour  was  in- 
duftrioully  fpread  that  the  Prince  of  Lam- 
befc  was  in  the  difguife  of  a  footman 
among  »the  prifoners }  which  occafioned  a 
ttdbbU  from  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Antoine, 
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to  afleihblc  around  the  Conciergetic,  whd 
exclaimed  for  the  head  of  Lambefc  *;  but  on 
the  afluranccs  of  Commiffion^rs  from  the 
municipality  that  there  was  no  fuch  perfon 
in  the  prifon,  the  mob  difperfed. 

It  is  more  difficult  at  prefent  to  execute 
any  great  atrocity  than  it  was  in  the  be- 
ginning of  September,  becaufe  a  great  num- 
ber of  profligate  and  idle  fellows,  who  were 
at  that  time  in  Paris,  have  teen  fent  to  re- 
cruit the  armies,:,  and  in  the  mean  time 
Marat  and  his  gang  are  kept  in  check  by  the 

anival  of  the  Marfeillois* 

» 
*  The  Prince  of  Lambefc  is  pecuKarly  obnoxious  tf 
the  mob  of  PariSy  becaufe^  in  the  year  1 789,  when  the  in* 
furreftion  of  the Parifians  began,  and  the  bufts  of  Neckcr 
and  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  were  carried  in  triumph, 
this  prince  was  at  the  head  of  fome  dragoons  in  the 
Square  of  Lewis  XV*  Some  ftones  being  tlirown  at 
them  from  the  gardens  of  the  Tuileries,  he  charged 
with  his  dragoons  on  the  multitude,  fome  of  whom 
were  wounded* 

Oftobcr  28» 
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Qapbiera8> 
While  I  was  in  the  Aflembly  two  day$ 
ago,  a  decree  was  pafled,  which  is  fevere 
^dunjuft  in -the  higheft  degree,  and  the 
reafoning  in  fupport  of  it  was  as  fophidical 
as  the  decree  itfelf  is  cruel.  The  queftion 
regarded  the  French  emigrants ;  it  was  firft 
ftated,  that  there  is  an  efTential  difference 
between  thofe  who  have  gone  into  countries 
at  war  with  France,  tor  affift  with  their  arms 
or  counfel  the  enemies  of  their  country, 
and  thofe  who  have  pafTed  into  neutral 
ftates,  fimply  with  a  view  to  their  own 
fafety — ^  The  former,"  it  was  faid,  "  are 
traitors,and  ought  to  bepunifhed  with  death; 
the  latter  are  cowards,  who  have  aban« 
doned  their  country  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
for  which  they  deferve  only  to  be  banilhcd'* 
Accordingly,  by  the  decree  they  are  banifhed, 
with  this  additional  penalty,  that  if  they 
ever  return,  they  {hall  be  punifhed  with 
^Jeath— not  foi:  having  erriigrated  (on  that 
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iccoimc  they  are  only  banifhed),  but  for 
liaving  broken  the  law  which  condemned 
&em  to  perpetual  banifhment,^ 

This  ia  furely  a  diftindion  without  i 
difierence ;  for  by  this  cruel  and  unjuft  dc* 
cree,theperfon  who  leaves  his  native  country 
merely  from  fear,  and  takes  no  part  atgainft 
it^  is  in  effed  fubjefted  to  the  fame  penalty 
with  thofe  who  have  joined  the  invading 
armies,  and  may  be  taken  in  arms — ^The 
former  is  liable  to  be  put  to  death  if  he 
returns  to  his  native  country,  and  the  latter 
cannot  fuffer  any  punifhment  till  he  docs 
Ac  fame. 

*  It  is  as  if  two  fervants  in  a  family  were 
tried  as  accomplices  with  incendiaries^  who 
had  fet  their  mafter*s  houfe  on  fire ;  the  on^ 
is  clearly  proved  to  have  aided  and  abetted 
the  incendiaries;  nothing  appears  againft  the* 
other,  but  that  he  leaped  out  of  the  window 
to  fave  himfelf  from  the  flames,  According 
fo  the  fpirit  of  this  decree,  the  judge  might 
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pf6nounce  fentence  in  the  iuppofed  cafe  to 
the  following  efieft :  •'  Tliere  is  a  wide  dif- 
ference between  the  crimes  of  thefe  two 
men,  and  fo  there  fhall  be  in  their  punifli- 
mentSi  The  one  muft  be  hanged  as  an  ac- 
complice of  the  incendiaries  }  and  as  for  the 
other  who  jumped  out  of  the  window,  he 
ought  to  have  been  afhamed  ever  tji  have 
flicwn  his  face ;  and  if  he  had  (laid  out  of  the 
way  and  never  appeared^'I  acknowledge  it 
would  be  unjuft  to  hang  him  :  but  flnce  he 
is  taken,  that  alters  the  cafe ;  he  merits  now 
to  be  ihangedt  and  I  fentence  him  to  that 
puniflipaent  accordingly  j  but  obfei^ve,  it  ia 
not  for  jumping  out  of  the  window/  but 
for  the  aggravating  circumftaace  of  being 
taken." 

By  this  abfurd  and  iniquitous  decree, 
many  women  are  punifhed  for  that  timidity 
which  is  natural  to  the  fex  ;  and  many  men 
are  ruined  in  their  fortunes,  and  reduced  to 
abfolute  want,  whofe  only  view  in  emigrate 
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ing^  wait  to  fave  their  livesi  not  from  the 
/word  of  juilice^  l)tri?  from  the  ponianis  of 
aflafilns. 

That  two  partieft  in  a  ftate  who  are  con- 
tending  for  the  conduifl  of  government 
ihould  diflike  each  other,  is  common  ;  but 
that  rancorous  degree  to  which  it  is  arrived 
in  France  is  beyond  any  thing  of  the  fame 
kind  that  I  ever  knew  in  England,  and,  I 
ihould  hope,  for  the  credit  of  mankind,  be* 
yond  any  thing  ever  known  before  in  any 
itther  country.  I  made  tlus  obfervation  to 
a.  gentleman  who  pretends  to  know  the 
French  thoroughly.—"  The  French/*  faid 
he,  **  have  been  accufed  of  being  very  in* 
conftant  Iwers :  I  know  nothing  of  that ;  but 
I  do  afiure  you,"  continued  he»  playing  oa 
an  expreffion  recorded  of  Dr.  Johnfon, 
•*  that  they  are  very  fincere  and  cotiftant 
batersr 

In  confirmation  of  this  obfervation,  I  per- 
ceive every  day  the  flxongeft  marks  of  vio- 
^  lent 
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lent  hatred  between  the  leaders  of  the  two 
ctppbfite  parties.  They  feem  lo  agree  in 
nothing  but  in  a  mutual  hatredttgainft  the  un« 
fdrtutiate  emigrants,  which  however  does  not 
in  the  Jeaft  degree  diminifli  their  reciprocal 
hatred :  and  I  am  told,  that  *the  fame  hatred 
prevailsamong  the  emigrantsthemfelves  in  all 
ibe  digerent  coUntriesrof  Europe  j  that  thofc 
M'^hOenMgrated  at  one  period  of  the  revolution 
hate  thofe  who  ^emigrated  at  another,  as  cor- 
dially as  3II  of  them  have  very  good  reafon 
to  hate  the  men  who  form  this  Convention, 
and  arc  paffing  fuch  fevere  decrees  againft 
thenu 

Oftobcr  %6. 
Marat  has  carried^  his  calumnies  fuch  a 
length,  that  even  the  party  which  he  wifhes  ' 
IP  fupport  feem  to  be  afhamed  of  him;  and 
he  is  (hunned  and  apparently  detefted  by 
every  body  elfe.  When  he  enters  the  hall 
of  the  Aflembly,  he  is  avoided  oil*all  fides ; 
S  2  and 
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and  when  he  fects  himfelf,  thofe  near  him 
generally  rife  and  change  their  places.  He 
Hood  a  confiderable  time  yefterday  near  the 
tribune,  watching  an  opportunity  to  fpeak. 
I  faw  him  at  one  time  addrefs  himfelf  to 
Louvet  J  and,  in  doing  fo,  he  attempted  to 
lay  his  hand  on  Louvet 's  fhoulder,  who  in- 
flantly  flarted  back  with  looks  of  averfion,  as 
one  would  do  from  the  touch  of  a  noxious 
reptile,  exclaiming  !  **  A>  tue  tcmcbezpas  V^ 

Nothing  can  difconccrt  Marat  ;  he  per- 
fevered  in  foliciting  the  privilege  of  being 
heard  fwr  unfatt  *.  The  Aflembly  ihewed 
the  greateft  unwillingnefs  to  hear  him  :  he 
exclaimed  that  it  was  unfatt  qui  mtirejfoit  k 
falut  public '\. 

They  were  at  laft  under  the  neceffity  of 
hearing  him  ;  he  elevated  his  head  as  ufual 
when  he  fpeaks  from  the  tribune,  furveyed 

*  For  a  hOc. 

+  A  faft  ngarding  the  public  fafety. 

the 
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tfit  audience  with  compofure  and  audacity, 
and  in  a  hoHow  voice  and  with  folemnity  of 
cadence  faid,  **  It  is  not  the  citizen  who  now 
addrefles  you,  that  provokes  to  murder,  or 
puts  public  freedom  in  danger^  but  thofe  in 
office,  men  who  make  ufe  of  their  authority  to . 
opprcfs  the  people  ;  they  are  the  tyrants,  who, 
under  the  pretence  of  maintaining  the  tran- 
quillity of  Paris,  arreft  and  murder  the  moft 
innocent  and  meritorious  citizens.'*  He  then 
accufed  Roland  of  having*  given  orders  for 
arrefting  an  excellent  patriot  whom  he 
named. 

This  turned  out  to  be  entirely  a  mifrcpre- 
fentation ;  but  before  Marat  defcended  from 
the  tribujie,  Barbaroux  informed  the  Af- 
fembly  that  Marat  had  paid  a  vifit  ait  the 
barracks  of  the  battalion  of  M:  rfeillois  lately 
arrived  ;  that,  at  fight  of  their  accommoda* 
tions,  he  had  lamented  that  fo  many  brave 
fans-culottes  were  fo  ill  lo(!c;eil,  while  a  ic .  i- 
ment  of  dragoons,  compofed  of  ancient  va- 
S  3  kr 
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iet-de-chambres  and  coachmea  of  th«  nobi^ 
lity»  with  a  mixture  of  the  King's  ^rdas- 
du-corpsj  all  anti-reYolutionifts,  were  fu- 
perbly  quartered  in  the  Ecole  Militaire : 
that  he  had  infinuated  many  things  tending 
to  raife  a  jealoufy  between  the  Marfeillois 
and  this  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  had 
hinted  that  it  was  owing  to  the  Convention 
that  the  former  were  fo  ungratefully  treated : 
and  that  he  had  invited  fome  of  them  to 
breakfaft  with  him. 

It  was  evident  that  Marat's  defign  in  this 
vras  to  have  feduced  the  Marfeillois  from 
thofe  who  had  engaged  them  to  come  to 
Paris,  to  attach  them  to  his  o^n  party,  and  to 
engage  them,  inftead  of  oppofing  the  turbu- 
lent behaviour  of  the  mob  of  St.  Antoine^ 
to  aft'  with  them  as  their  townfmen  did  on 
•the  lothof  Auguft. 

The  Marfeillois  however  refufed  bis  invi- 
tation.  But  Barblsiroux's  narrative  occafioned 
a  violent  outcry  in  the  Aflembly  againft  Ma- 
rat; 
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rat :  Ae  tpitheU  fc^lerat^  ajfaffvt^  were  often 
repeated,  aad  one  member  faid  that  Marat 
had  lately  been  heard  to  declare  that  there 
would  be  no  tranquillity  in  the  ftate  till  two 
hundred  and  fixty-eight  heads  were  cut  off, 

"  I  am  the  perfon/'  cried  another  member, 
.**  who  heard  him  fay  fo.*' 

I  threw  my  eyes  on  Marat,  to  obferve 
how  he  would  look  on  hearing  fuch  an  ac- 
cufation. 

"  Very  well,"  faid  Marat ;  **  I  did  fay  fo, 
^*  and  it  is  my  opinion.'' 

I  lliould  have  thought  I  had  miftaken  or 
heard  indiftindly,  if  he  had  not  refumed — 
"  I  repeat  it,''  faid  Marat:  **  That  is  my  opi- 
nion, you  will  not  pretend  that  men  are  to 
be  puniihed  for  their  opinions  ;  and  as  for  the 
filly  ftory  of  Barbaroux,"  continued  he,  *^  it 
is  a  malignant  mifconftrudion  of  my  pa- 
triotic civilities  and  hofpitality  to  the  Mar^ 
fcillois.  What  then  does  the  whole  of  this 
mighty  bufinefs  amount  to?  why,  that  I 
S  4  iaid, 
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faid,  you  would  not  enjoy  peace  or  tran- 
quillity till  the  oppreflbrs  of  the  people  loft 
their  heads,  of  whom  there  are  two  hundred 
and  fixty-eight  at  the  moft  moderate  cal- 
culation. I  am  alfo  accufed  of  having  (hewn 
more  attention  to  the  battalion  juft  arrived 
from  Marfeilles,  than  any  other  mjember  of 
the  Convention — If  thefe  are  crimes/'  added 
he,  fweeping  the  edge  of  his  right  hand 
acrofs  his  throat,  "  egorgez-moi !" 

This  new  denunciation  againft  Marat 
was  tranfmitted  to  the  fame  committee  who 
have  the  former  under  their  confideration  j 
and  Marat's  accufation  of  Roland  was  con- 
fidered  as  invidious,  and  an  attempt  to  ob- 
flrud:  the  courfe  of  juftice. 

I  have  never  heard  of  any  other  of  his 
good  qualities— but  this  man  certainly  pof- 
fefl'cs  a  great  deal  of  courage  both  perfonal 
and  political :  no  danger  can  terrify  him, 
no  detection  can  difconcert  him  ;  his  heart, 
as  well  as  his  forehead,  feems  to  be  of  brtifs. 

Oaober 
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I  was  prefent  when  Ruhl  of  Strafbourg, 
whom  I  formerly  mentioned,  informed  the 
Convention,  that  being  in  the  commiffioa 
for  examining  certain  letters  in  the  Germaa 
language,  which  had  been  intercepted,  he 
had  found  one  from  a  corporal  in  the  Pruf- 
fian  army  to  his  wife  in  Silefia.  In  this  let- 
ter he  faid  there  were  many  exprefflons  of 
conjugal  love  and  parental  afiedion,  while 
in  the  fame  letter  the  French  were  painted  in 
the  blacked  colours.  *'  This  poor  corporal,'* 
continued  Ruhl,  ^*  has  had  the  perfeverance 
and  generofity  to  fave  two  ducats  out  of  his 
pay,  which  he  inclofed  in  the  letter  to  his 
wife,  who,  it  appe^ars,  was  then  in  child- 
bed. I  defire  to  be  authorized  to  tranfmit 
the  money,  with  what  addition  I  pleafe,  to 
this  honeft  corporal's  wife,  with  a  letter  af- 
faring  her  that  the  French  do  not  dcferve 
all  the  ill  names  which  her  hufband  gives 
them," 
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Ruhlis  a  man  about  feventy  years  of  age  j 
there  is^  great  appearance  of  naivete  in  his 
manner.  I  happened  to  mention  this  ftory 
t>f  the  corporal  to  a  Frenchman  of  my  ac* 
quaintance :— "  Le  conte  eft  beau,"  faid  hc^ 
**  ei  ne  manque  que  la  vraifemblance  pour  Ic 
rendre  intereflant*/' 

•**  He  had  the  letter  ia  his  hand,"  faid  I  j 
•^  how  can  you  doubt  it  r 

•*  If  he  had  twenty  letters,"  replied  the 
Frenchman,  **  I  muft  doubt  if,  becaufe  a 
Pruffian,  corporal  is  generous  in  nothing 
but  in  coups  de  batons  j  and  it  is  not  in  the 
nature  of  a  man  who  is  diftributing  thefe 
from  morning  to  night,  to  have  tender  af- 
ffdions  of  any  kind — ^Such  oppofite  and 
difcordant  qualities  cannot  inhabit  the  fame 
breaft/* 

The  incredulity  of  my  French  acquaint- 

*  The  tale  is  agreeable,  and  only  needs  probability  to 
make  it  interefting. 
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ance  I  think  unreafonable  ;  and  I  will  here  ] 
infert  an  anecdote,  although  it  is  much  more 
expofed  to  his  criticifm,  becaufe  it  comes 
from  a  quarter  whick  leaves  no  doubt  on. 
my  mind  of  Its  truth, 

Monfieur  de  Bertrand,  chevalier  de  Malte, 
and  brother  to  Monfieur  de  Bertrand  de 
Moleville  late  Minifter  of  the  Msyrine,  was 
arrefted  and  confined  in  the  prifon  of  the 
Abbaye,  foon  after  the  loth  of  AugulL  This 
gentleman  was  brought  at  midnight  on  the 
third  of  September  before  the  dreadful  tribu- 
« nal  in  that  prifon;  He  is  a  man  of  great  cool** 
nefs  and  firmneis  of  mind^  which  was  of  in- 
finite fervice  to  him  in  this  emergency  ;  for , 
although  the  fymptoms  of  fear  ought  not  on 
fuch  occafions  to  have  been  confidered  as  a 
prefumptioQ  of  guilt,  yet  that  conftrudion 
was  put  on  them  by  the  judges,  and,  with- 
out any  other  prefumption^  they  fometimea 
proved  fatal  to  tlie  prifoner. 

When  Mr.  Bertrand  was  queftioncd,  he 
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anfwcrcd  with  an  undifturbed  voice  and 
countenance,  **  that  he  had  not  the  leaft  idea 
of  what  he  had  been  an^eftcd  for,  that  thofe 
who  arrefted  him  could  not  inform  him,  that 
nobody  had  informed  him  fmce,  and  that  he 
was  convinced  he  had  been  taken  up  by 
miftake.'* 

$truck  with  the  cool  and  uhdaunted 
manner  in  which  he  addrefled  them,  and 
having  no  particular  accufation  nor  proof  of 
any  kind  againft  him,  the  judges  ordered 
him  to  be  releafed. 

Two  men  covered  witli  blood,  who  had 
been  employed  in  killing  the  prifoners,  and 
attended  in  the  expectation  of  the  fignalfor 
difpatching  Mr.  Eerirand,  feemed  furprifed 
but  not  difpleafed  at  the  unufual  order. 
They  conduded  him  through  the  court  of 
the  Abbaye,  and  on  the  way  afked  if  he  had 
any  relation  to  whofe  houfe  he  wiflied  to  go. 

He  anfwered,  that  he  had  a  fifter-in-law 
to  whom  he  intended  to  go  diredly. 

6  ''  How 
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*'  How  very  much  furprifed   and    6e^ 
lighted  ffluft  flie  be  to  fee  you  !'*  faid  they. 

*'  I  am  perfuaded  flie  will/*  replied  Mr. 
Bertrand. 

One  of  the  men  then  aiked  the  other  if 
he  fhould  not  be  glad  to  be  prefent  at  this 
meeting  ;  to  which  he  eagerly  faid  he  (hould : 
and  both  declared  they  had  a  curiofity  to  be 
witneffes  to  the  joyful  meeting  between  Mr^ 
Bertrand  and  his  fifter-in-law. 

The  gentleman  was  aftonifhed  and  embar^^ 
raffed :  he  reprefented,  that  his  relat^n  being 
a  delicate  woman,  their  appearance  might 
very  much  alarm  her,  particularly  at  fuch  ati 
unfeafonable  hour  ;  that  he  could  not  think 
of  giving  them  fuch  unneceifary  trouble  :'* 
and  added  whatever  he  thought  would  di- 
vert them  from  fo  unexpeded  a  propofal. 

They  urged  that  they  would  wait  in  the 
parlour  till  he  had  advertifcd  the  lady  of 
their  being  in  the  houfe,  to  prevent  her 
being    alarmed:    that  fo  far  from  being 
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a  trouble,  it  would  give  them  great  plestfure 
to  accompany  him  :  that  they  wifhed  to  have 
»  relaxation  from  the  work  in  which  they 
had  been  fo  long  employed,  and  they  hoped 
liew'ould  not  deny  them  the  fatisfaiSion  of 
feeing  the  meeting  between  him  and  hii 
friends* 

Mn  Bertrand  did  not  think  it  prudent  to 
refufe  fuch  petitioners  any  longer ;  he  there- 
fore affented — they  accompanied  him  to  the 
houfe.  He  fent  the  fervant,  who  opened  the 
do6r  at  the  found  of  his  voice,  to  advcrtifc 
the  lady  that  he  was  arrived,  and  welU  He 
afterwards  went  himfelf  and  informed  her  of 
the  ftrange  fancy  of  the  two  men,  who  waited 
in  another  room.  The  lady  had  arifen  and 
drefled  herfelf  haftily  on  her  firft  hearing  of 
his  arrival :  every  body  in  the  family  had 
done  the. fame,  and  had  flocked  around  him 
with  exprefllons  of  joy.  The  two  men  were 
admitted,  and  were  witnefles  to  the  happincfs 
that  all  manifefted  :  they  feemed  much  ^a- 
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tified  and  affeded  at  tjie  fight ;  it  fortntd  the 
ftrongeft  contraft  with  thofe  they  had  fo  lately 
feen.  Mr.  Bertiand  offered  them  moncy> 
which  they  would  on  no  account  accept^ 
declaring  that  they  were  already  paid  for 
accompanying  him  in  the  only  way  they 
defired.  After  remaining  a  confiderabie 
time,  they  took  their  leave,  wifhing  the  lady 
all  happinefs,  and  thanking  Mr.  Bertrand  foc 
allowing  them  the  pleafure  of  being  witnefles 
to  fo  pleafing  a  meeting. 

Nobody  can  be  more  aware  than  I  am  of 
the  inconfiftcncy  which  from  this  narrative 
appears  in  the  difpofitions  of  the  fame  indi- 
viduals* That  two  men  fo  unfeding  as  to 
be  adively  engaged  in  the  remorfelefs  fcenes 
at  the  prifon  (hould  have  the  fenfibility  to 
wifli  to  be  witnefles  of  the  meeting  between 
Mr.  Bertrand  and  his  friends,  and  behave  oa 
the  whole  as  thofe  two  men  did,  is  what  no 
perfon,  who  has  ftudicd  the  ufual  analogies 
and  combinations  of  the  human  difpofitions, 
I  would 
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Wftuld  liaire  cxpefted.  The  firft  turn  of 
mind  fcems  incompatible  with  the  fecond  i 
I  know  no  theory  by  which  they  can  be  re-* 
concilcd  j  I  attempt  no  explanation  :  I  repeat 
the  faOis  as  I  have  them  from  authority  to 
ivhich  I  cannot  refufe  my  belief,  and  becaufe 
they  form  a  new  inftance  of  the  aftonifhing 
variety,  and  even  oppofition  of  charader  to 
be  found  in  that  wonderful  creature,  Man. 

Oflober  30, 
Part  of  the  equipage  of  the  French  Princes 
Was  feized  during  the^  retreat  of  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick^s  army,  amongft  which  wasi 
found  a  pocket-book  belonging  to  Monjieur 
the  King's  brother.  Several  packets  of  let- 
ters, forming  a  confiderable  correfpondence 
on  various  fubjeds,  between  the  emigrants 
and  their  friends,  were  alfo  found  at  Verdun 
and  Longwy  by  Kellermann's  army.  All 
thofe  papers  have  been  tranfmitted  to  the 
Convention,  and  by  it  fubmitted  to  the  ex- 
amination of  a  committee. 
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'  Moft.  of  th«  tetters,  I  am  told,  are  of  i 
private'.nature,  and  no  way  relative  to  what 
concerns  the  ftate  or  the  public .  in  general. 
It  would  be  highly  unbecoeiing  therefore  ia 
the  Convention  to  order  thofc  to  be  pub* 
lifhed,  which  can  have  no  other  jiS^^Ci  than 
to  gratify  the  fpirit  of  hatred,  envy  and 
flander,  and  create  difcord  and  jealoufy 
among  families  and  acquaintance.  It  is  like* 
wife  faid,  that  important  difcoveries  have 
been  made  by  fome  of  thefe  letters,  and  that 
they  form  a  complete  proof  of  an  intelli- 
gence between  the  King  and  his  brothers, 
for  the  ruin  of  the  conftitution*.  In  fap- 
port  of  this  afleriion,  a  letter  was  this  day 
read  in  theAflembly,  faid  to  have  been  found 
in  the  pocket  book  above  mentioned.  The 
letter  is  from  the  Marquis  of  Toulongeon, 

♦  This  complete 'proof f  I  make  no  doubt,  will  be  of  the 
nature  of  the  proofs  already  pilblilhed,  which  arc  alfo 
called  complete,  but  to  every  candid  mind  muft  appear 
very  deiicknt. 

VOL.  II.  T  Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant  General  in  the  French  army  of 
the  King's  brothers  :  it  unfolds  certain  mea-^ 
fares  he  had  taken  foi^  arranging  the  troops 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  facilitate  their  defer* 
ti6n  to  the  Auftrians  ;  gives  the  reafon  why 
he  had  n?rtgone  himfelftojoin  the  Princes 
at  Coblentz  ;  adds  that  he  is  of  more  ufc  to 
their  caufe  by  retaining  a  command  in  the 
French  army ;  that  the  motives  of  his  con- 
duft  are  known  to  the  Emperor,  and  ap- 
proved of  by  the  King,  &c. 

A  decree  of  accufation  immediately  paffed 
againft  Toulongeon,  who,  fortunately  for 
him,  however,  has  already  made  his  efcape : 
and  after  the  pafling  of  this  decree,  a  mem- 
ber exprefled  his  furprife,  that  among  fo 
many  decrees  of  accufation  as  had  been 
paffed,  they  had  not  yet  pronounced  the 
moft  important  of  all,  namely  one  againft 
the  King. 

On  which  Maile,  who  is  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Legiflation,  faid,  that  the  proccfs  of 
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the  King  required  the  greatcft  folemtiity,  not 
becaufc  there  was  any  difficuhy  in  proving 
his  guilt,  nor  to  demonftratc  it  to  the  French 
nation,  who  were  already  convinced,  but  to 
fatisfy  and  give  a  great  example  to  all  Eu- 
rope, and  to  avoid  the  errors  which  the 
Englifh  had  committed  in  not  obferving  all 
the  neceflary  folemnities  in  the  trial  of 
Charles  the  Firft,  for  which  they  were 
ccnfured  by  many  hiftorians,  and  juftified  by 
none. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  Ruhl  obferved,  that  the 
Englifh  nation  had  been  juftified  for  the 
fentence  paffed  on  Charles  Stuart  by  a  writer 
of  greater  genius  than  all  the  hiftorians 
who  ever  have  •  written  on  the  fubjeQ, 
hamely,  John  Milton^  author  of  Patadife 
Loft. 

Hitherto  I  had  confidered  Ruhl  in  a  fa- 
vourable light ;  there  is  fomething  natural  in 
his  manner,  and  I  thought  him  a  man  of 
T  2  humanity; 
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humanijty ;  but  one  of  that  difpofition  would 
hardly  have  made  fuch  an  obfervation  at 
this  particular  time  in  the  Convention. 

Oftober  31. 
The  Trial  of  Charles  the  Firft  of  Eng- 
land,  tranflated  into  French  from  the  State 
Trials,  is  to  be  found  of  late  on  all  the  book- 
fellers  tables  around  the  hall  of  the  Conven- 
tion. An  abridgement  of  the  fame  is  cried 
by  the  hawkers  of  pamphlets  in  the  Palais 
Royal  and  the  various  entries  to  the  Na- 
tional Aflerably :  the  converfation  is  now  • 
greatly  turned  to  that  fubjedt,  and  to  the  ex- 
pedled  procefs  of  Lewis  XV  I.  I  never  be- 
lieved, however,  that  there  was  a  ferious  in- 
tention in  the  Convention  to  bring  the.  King 
to  trial,and  ftill  lefs  did  I  think  it  probable  that 
it  would  be  in  their  contemplation  to  bring 
him  to  the  fcaffold  ;  an  idea  which  I  cannot 
entei:tain  without  horror.  Befides,  however 
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devoid  of  principle  fome  of  them  may  be,  I 
could  not  conceive  that  ihey  would  commit 
fuch  an  a£t  of  cruelty  and  injuftice,  without 
any  of  the  motives  which  incite  wicked  men 
to  deeds  of  fuch  atrocity.  Their  perfonal  in- 
tereft  evidently  didates  the  prefervation  of 
the  King's  life,  and  it  feemed  unlikely  that 
any  member  of  the  Convention,  one  only 
excepted,  could  be  aduated  by  perfonal  en- 
mity :  they  are  almoft  all  of  the  middle  or 
inferior  ranks  of  life ;  none  of  them  hav^ 
ever  had  opportunities  for  that  kind  of  in-^ 
tercourfe  with  the  King,  which  ufually  gene- 
rates either  perfonal  friend/hip  or  hatred: 
they  may  like  or  diflike,  refpeft  or  defpife 
his  general  condudt  and  charaifter ;  but  I 
could  fee  none  of  the  ufual  fourccs  of  per- 
fonal hatred  either  good  or  bad,  efpecially 
as,  with  refpeft  to  the  exercife  of  authority^ 
the  whole  reign  of  Lewis  XVL  has  been  a 
reign  of  moderation.  He  has  always  mani- 
Jfefted  a  delire  to  meet  the  wifhesof  hisfub- 
T  3  jeftsj 
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jeds;  aod  perhaps  hia  avcrfion  to  cverjr 
meafure  which  had  the  appearance  of  being 
violent,  with  too  great  a  difpofition  to  grants 
have  deprived  him  of  the  power  of  refujing^ 
and  reduced  him  to  the  ftate  he  is  in. — I  am 
perfuaded  that  none  of  his  anceftors  had  fo 
juft  a  claim  to  the  epithets  which  the  public 
apd  hiftorians  have  aflRxed  to  their  names, 
as  the  unfortunate  Lewis  XVI.  has  to  that  of 
J^ouh  le  trop  bbn.' 

I  have  excepted  one  pcrfbn,  to  whom  the 
preceding  reafoning  does  not  full^  ^PP'y> 
jind  who  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  inftigated 
by  hatred  or  revepge  ;  but  allowing  this  to 
l>e  the  cafe,  from  all  I  have  obferved  or  heard 
iince  I  have  been  in  this  country,  there  is 
reafon  to  think  that  his  influence  is  infi-r 
pit^y  too  fmall  to  engage  either  party  in 
jneafqres  of  which  they  difapprove. 

Thefe  fonfiderations  were  fufficient  hi-r 
th^rto  to  induce  me  to  believe  that  there 
W{is  RO  f^rioiis  inteatipa  in  the  Convention 
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to  bring  the  King  to  a  trial.— But  I  now  be- 
gin to  fear  that  a  procefs  in  fome  fhape  or 
other  will  very  foon  be  brought  on,  and 
when  once  begun,  there  is  no  knowing 
what  may  be  the  iflue  in  a  town  fo  much  in 
the  power  of  the  populace,  and  oi  fucb  a 
populace  as  that  which  Paris  contain^  at 
prefent  v 

I  am  led  to  this  j^teration  of  opinion  fro© 
having  very  lately  heard  a  number  of  citi* 
zcns,  whom  I  thought  of  a  different  opi* 
nion,  declare  their  convidion  that  th^p  King 
was  betraying  the  country.  'The  rancorous 
adivity  of  his  enemies  has  at  length  per^ 
fuaded  them,  that,  inft^ad  of  another  Henry 
IV.  between  whom  and  Lewis  XVI.  they 
formerly  found .  a  refemblance,  they  ac* 
tually  had  another  Lewis  XL  or  Charles 
IX.  on  the  throne. 

Beiides,  whether  the  King  ought  or  ought 

not  to  be  judged,  is  not  merely  confidered 

^  a  matter  of  juftice  or  even  of  expediency, 

T  4  but, 
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biit,  moft  unfortunately,  it  has  become  a 
party  qucftion,  in  which  paffion  may  have 
more  weight  than  either.  Danton's  party 
knows  that  the  Girondifts  wiih  to  fave  the 
King,  which,  is  reafon  fufficient  with  the 
former  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
promote  his  trial  and  condemnation,  and  to 
reprefent  the  oppofition  of  the  other  party 
as  a  proof  of  their  being  ariftocr^tes  and  roy^ 
alifts  in  their  hearts. 

Marat,  who  is  the  great  agent  of  Danton 
and  Robefpierre,  declares  that  it  is  highly 
unjuft,  and  would  be  a  fliameful  deviation 
from  the  flattering  tenet  of  egalit^,  after 
having  condemned  M.  de  la  Porte  and  other 
inferior  criminals,  to  pafs  over  the  greateft 
criminal  of  all. 

Finally,  I  have  been  impreffed  with  fears 
refpedling  the  fate  of  the  King  from  a  va-p^ 
riety  of  circumftances,  too  minute  to  be  men- 
tioned, which  have  ft  ruck  me  very  lately. 
Jt  is  pert^inly  horrid  and  difgraceful  to  hu* 
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man  nature,  but  I  am  afraid  that  the  po- 
pulace of  this  city  have  heard  fo  much  of  a 
grand  example  that  ought  to  be  exhibited  to 
Europe,  and  their  imaginations  have  dwelt 
fo  long  on  the  idea  of  a  King  being  tried 
for  his  life,  and  afterwards  led  to  execution, 
that  they  cannot  with  patience  bear  the 
thoughts  of  being  difappointed  of  fuch  an 
extraordinary  fpedacle. 

November  i. 
When  Roland  and  his  friends  were  attacked 
"by  fo  active  and  fo  virulent  an  oppofition,  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  they  could  efcapc 
an  accufation  fo  eafy  to  make,  and  fo  difficult 
to  refute,  as  that  they  were  not  aduated  by 
the  genuine  principles  of  patriotifm,  but 
merely  by  felfifli  motives,  and  that  they  had  no 
other  objed  in  view  than  to  retain  the  lucra- 
tive offices  of  the  date  in  their  own  hands* 

To  ftiflc  the  voice  of  flander  at  once, 
tipon  this  fubjedt,  Geafonne  furprifed  the 
Convention  lately  by  a  fpeech  in  which  he 
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lamented  that  a  party-fpirit  had  mant- 
fefted  itfelf  fo  ftrongly  among  them.  He 
added  that  diffidence  in  each  other,  the  na- 
tural effect  of  the  numerous  treafons  which 
lad  lately  been  difcovered,  alf9  prevailed  to 
an  alarming  degree ;  which,  joined  to  the 
envy  which  generates  hatred,  and  pro- 
duces  divifion,  might  enable  defpotifm  to 
arife  again  out  of  anarchy  :  he  added,  that 
the  prefent  times  required  a  great  example 
of  felf-denial  to  dry  up  one  great  fource  of 
party  fpirit,  filence  calumny,  and  prove  to 
the  world  that  they  had  not  made  war  on 
royalty  on  purpofe  to  divide  the  regal  fpoils 
among  themfelves,  but  to  obtain  freedom  to 
their  country — He  therefore  moved  that  it 
ihould  be  decreed  that  no  member  of  the 
Convention  fbould  be  capable  of  enjoying 
?iny  office  in  the  government  for  ten  yeart 
after  the  decree  had  pafled. 

All  the  members,  as  if  with  one  voice, 
called  out,  Ye5,  yes ;  they  fprung  from  their 
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feat$»  in  a  fit  of  enthunafm,  and  demanded 
thsit  the  propofal  of  Genfonne  fliould  b« 
inftantly  decreed^  which  was  dooe  accord- 
ingly. 

This  pradice  of  paffing  decrees  the  inftan? 
they  are  propofed,  without  reflediioni  may 
be  attended  with  the  worft  confequences  j 
as  for  this  decree  in  particular,  it  ftrikes-fo 
diredly  againft  the  views  of  the  leading 
men  of  both  parties,  and  is  liable,  in  other 
refpefts,  to  fo  many  weighty  pbjedions, 
that  I  fufpeia  it  will  not  be  long  in  force 
even  in  France  j  but  if  it  ihould,  it  may 
aifford  comfort  to  the  minds  of  Englifhmen 
Mt  this  awful  period,  when  there  is  a  juft 
dread  of  the  prevalence  of  French  mannem 
and  Frenclj  opinions,  to  refledl  that  there  is 
too  muclj  foUd  good  fenfe  in^  the  Britifli 
parliament  to  »dopt  fo  fpolifb  a  meafure 

Novcmb^  a. 
A   niofl:  unrelenting    fpirit   againft  the 
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emigrants,  appears  as  often  as  they  are 
mentioned  in  the  Conventional  x^ffembly — 
I  fpoke  of  this  to  ope  of  the  deputies  this 
evening,  exprefling  my  furprife  that  no 
member  ever  faid  any  thing  in  their  favour, 
although  I  could  hardly  imagine  but  that, 
in  fo  large  an  aflembly,  many  of  the  mem- 
bers  had  relations  or  friends  among  them. 

In  aniwer  to  my  obfervation  the  deputy 
faid,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  emigrants 
were  noblefle,  of  which  clafs  very  few  arc 
members  of  the  Convention^  fo  that  there  is 
little  or  no  connexion  by  blood,  and  as  little 
by  friendftiip,  between  the  deputies  and  emi- 
grants. I  take  it  for  granted,  added  he^ 
that  you  do  not  think  any  meafure  too  fe- 
vere  for  thofe  emigrants  who  have  taken 
arms  againft  their  country,  and  as  for 
thofe  who  do  not  appear  in  arms,  it  is  well 
known  that  they  are  doing  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  excite  every  nation  in  Europe, 
particularly  the  Engliih,  againft  France,  and 
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if  tke]p  fucceed,  and  produce  ,a  counter  re* 
volution^  there  is  no  doubt  but  thefe  emi- 
grants V9\\\  exercife  ftill  greater  cruelties 
againfl  the  patriots. 

I  replied,  that  the  Aflembly  had  faved 
the  emigrants  the  trouble  of  exciting  war, , 
by  declaring  it  firft  ;  for  that  no  nation  had 
declared  war  with  France  hitherto  till 
France  declared  war  with  it ;  that  with 
TtfptGt  to  England,  I  imagined  that  whether 
fhe  (hould  enter  into  a  war  with  France  or 
not,  would  depend  on  the  conduft  of  the 
Convention,  and  not  on  any  thing  the  emi- 
grants could  fay  or  do ;  and,  finally,. that  if 
men  were  to  ad  cruelly  towards  thofe  whofc 
perfons  or  property  were  in  their  power^ 
on  a  fuppofition  that,  if  the  fituations  were 
reverfed,  thofe  whom  they  opprefs  would 
opprefs  them,  in  that  cafe  there  would  be 
nothing  but  opprefHon  and  cruelty  in  the 
world. 

I  then  mentioned  the  cafe  of  one  perfon 
I  '        /'    wht 
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Iftha  hid  emigrated  ia  very  partipniat  at^ 
Camftances^  and  had  rettiiHed  to  France  foon 
after^  dating  the  cafe  in  the  ibrongeft  and 
moft  favourable  light,  which  I  corroborated 
with  documents  that  I  had  in  my  pofieflion. 
'  Other  deputies  joined  us,  to  whom  I 
alfo  mentioned  this  cafe,  and  one  of  theift 
taking  me  afide,  afTured  me  he  faw  it  in  the 
fame  point  of  view  thit  I  did,  and  that  he 
would  do  what  he  could  to  ferve  the  per- 
fon  in  queftion,  which,  notwithftanding  the 
favourable  circumftances^  muft  be  attempted 
*rith  delicacy,  becaufe  fuch  a  hatred  pre- 
vailed  in  the  Convention  againft  all  emi- 
grants, and  fuch  a  jealoufy  of  each  other,  that 
whoever  feemed  aiSive  or  zealous  in  their  fa- 
vour, had  a  greater  probability  of  injuring 
himfelf,  than  of  ferving  them.  You  will 
readily  believe,  added  he,  how  difficult  it  is  to 
procure  any  thing  like  favour  to  one^who  is 
both  a  noble  and  an  emigrant,  at  a  period 
when  thofe  nobles  who  never  emigrated, 
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btit  on  the  cbnttary  have  taken  an  adiv4 
part  in  the  Revolution,  are  lookec)  on  with 
diftruftful  and  jealous  eyes* — He  then  gave 
me  dirediions  how  to  proceed^  and  tcAd  mt 
to  whom,  and  in  what  manner  ta  apply— ^ 
I  have  followed  his  advice,  and  with  the  beft 
hopes  of  fuccefs* 

In  the  gratification  of  this  hatred  to  die 
emigrants,  as  in  many  other  inftances,  the 
Convention  overfteps  good  policy. 

General  Cuftine  has  tranfmittcd  letters  td  . 
the  Convention,  which  have  been  addrefled 
to  him  from  emigrants  in  foreign  ferviced, 
who  now  wi{h  to  ierve  their  country,  pro- 
vided they  may  be  allowed  to  return  with 
lafety. 

General  Biron  has  likewife  written  to  the 
Convention  in  favour  of  fome  officers  who 
have  been  in  the  army  of  the  Prince  of 
Gond^,  and  now  implore  forgivenefs,  and 
the  Generars  mediation  with  the  Affembly, 
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that  they  may  be  permitted  to  return  tO 
France. 

'.  Ill  both  cafes  the  Convention  pifled  to 
the  order  of  the  day — yet  as  Biron  is  at  pre- 
fent  a  very  popular  general^  and  as  Cuftine 
has  juft  taken  pofleflion  of  Frankfort,  and 
has  been  always  fuccefsful,  it  might  have 
been  expedl^d  that  more  attention  would 
have  been  paid  to  their  appUcations. 

Befides,  at  this  moment  of  fuccefs,  lenient 
and  conciliatory  meafures  towards  thofe  un- 
fortunate people  who  left  their  country  at 
a  time  v^rhen,  afluredly,  there  were  many 
reafons  for  leaving  it,  would  appear  generous 
to  all  Europe,  it  would  pleafe  the  numerous 
relations  and  friends  of  the  emigrants  in 
every  department  of  France,*  and  go  farther 
to  attach  the  whole  nation  to  the  Revolution, 
than  any  of  the  decrees  they  have  lately 
paflcd,  or  perhaps  than  even  the  viiSiories 
they  have  lately  gained* 

But 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


i    299    ) 

But  there  afe  mea  in  this  Convetxtlon, 
and  unfortunately^  leading  men'  too,  who 
are  ready  to  facrifice  every  confideration  to 
the  gratification  of  their  paffions,  and  whofe 
mlingpaifions  feem  to  be  hatred  and  reven^ 

This  day  the  Prefidency  of  Giiadet  ended^ 
and  Herault  de  Sechelles  was  eleded  toftic«^ 
ceed  hinu — Herault  is  a  man  of  about  thirty 
years  c^  age^  of  an  open  engaging  coun* 
tenance,  and  genteel  appearance,  drcum- 
ftances  which  diftinguifli  him  in  this  Aflem* 
bly:  it  is  alfo  remarkable,  that  he  is  not 
confidered  as  fo  much  devoted  to  the  Gi« 
rdndifls  as  any  of  the  late  Prefidents,  which 
is  confidered  as  a  proof  that  they  are  rather 
lofing  ground, 

NoTcmbers* 

As  the  General  Council  of  the  Munici- 
pality of  Paris,  which  was  formed  at  mid- 
night on  the  ninth  of  Auguft,  claim  the 
whole  glory  of  the  Revolution,  they  thought 
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tltey  had.tbe.beft.jright  to  retain  hlib  the 
poMr/er,ofthi5  ftltte.  '  ,..' 

:  Without  jConfiikittg  tfce.  National  Ai&ow; 
W^»..ti^y.ifliie4  ordert  fpt  ieafcbiftg  raaay 
iHMds,  imdtf  :yairiou5  pretiexts;  detachmcDta 
qF  natiotuii  guards,  unda  leaddns  cboTcQ  by 
the  CDimdV  were  alfo  fent  to  particular 
churtliesand  palaoes  in  Paris  and  the  neigh- 
bottrfaood,  and :  coofiderable  quaQtities  of 
plate  and  other  ralujible  ef&ds  carried 
away^  under  the  pretence  of  being  for  the 
public  ufe,  but  of  which  a  large  portion  .has 
been  embezzled. 

Some  members  of  the  National  Aflembly 
began  a  ihort  time  after  the  tenth  of  Auguft 
to  fpeak  on  the  fubjedl  of  thefe  embezzle- 
meats,  ahd  propofed  to  make  an  enquiry  into 
that  bufinefs :  but  the  National  Aflembly 
had  then  loft  all  energy ;  and,  according  to 
an  exprefliqn  of  one  of  the  deputies,  it  had 
become  a  mere  engine  £>r  xnanufj^^hidiig 
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decrees  at  the  rcquifition  of  the  GouacU  of 
the  Comtauoe.  As  oftea  as  any  mention 
W4$  ipade  ofeftabUfhing  a  committee  to 
iexaniiQe  ihto  the  extent  of  thefe  embeZzlc- 
tsi[ei^9|  ahd  by  whbm  they  had  been  com- 
fiiittedi  the  propofal  was  heard  with  evident 
tsaikfi  of  ill  humour  by  all  the  members  t£ 
the  Aflcmbly  who  were  alfo  members  of  the 
Commune,  and  by  others,  intimately  con* 
neded  with  them. — They  who  made  fuch 
propofals,  finding  themfelves  unfupported^ 
dropped  them ;  it  was  not  thought  prudent 
to  irritate  the  men  who  ifTued  thofe  orders 
t£  arreft  by  which  thfe  prifons  had  beca 
filled,  and  who,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
had  alfo  ifTued  the  orders  by  which  diey 
bad  been  emptied* 

It  was  expeded  that  the  ConrenHoa 
would  h6  able  to  effed  what  the  late  Nar 
tional  Aflembly  attempted  in  vain,  and  to  re- 
train the  power  of  the  Municipality  wilhia 
its  proper  limits.  An  account  of  the  ufurpa- 
U  2  tions. 
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tions  of  the'  General  Council  had  beefl 
Avritten  tp  all  the  departments  of  France; 
many  of  the  deputies  to  the  CiOnVention 
'had  come  to  Paris,  prepoflefled  with  the  idea 
that  Paris  wiihed  to  govern  the  ftate  inde- 
pendent of  all  the  other  departments*— that 
the  General  Council  governed  Paris,  and 
that  Danton  and  Robefpierre  governed  the 
General  CoimciL 

Having  heard  that  a  debate  of  importance 
.^as  expedled,  I  went  to  the  Conventional 
Aflembly  two  days  ago  earlier  than  ufual^ 

Roland  was  to  prefent  a  memorial  refped- 
ing  the  date  of  Paris.  When  he  appeared^ 
contrary  to  cuftom,  they  poftponed  the  bufi- 
Tieis  then  tranfa<3ing,  to  attend  to  him. — He 
began  by  faying,  that  if  the  ftrength  of  bis 
voice  was  equal  to  that  of  his  mind,he  fhould 
•himfelf  read  the  addrefs  which  he  held  in  his 
hand;  but  as  his  bread  wasdelicate,he  begged 
that  one  of  the  fecretaries  might  be  allo^ved 
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>to  read  it  for  hiin« — ^Lanjuinaii  afcended  the 
tribune)  and  read. 

In  this  memorial  were  fiated  all  the 
ufurpatlons  and  ads  of  defpotifm  which 
had  been  committed  by  the  Commune  fince 
the  tenth  of  Auguft,  many  of  which  were 
unknown  to  the  generality  of  the  deputies^ 
and  feemed  to  fill  them  with  equal  furprife 
and  indignation. — Roland  ftated  that  he  had 
,  often  required  fome  account  of  the  money« 
plate,  and  effeds  which  had  been  feized  by 
commiflioners  from  the  Commune  at  Senlis, 
Chantilly)  Tl^otel  de  Coigny,  and  other 
hotels,  without  having  had  any  fatisfadory 
anfwer :  that  he  had  alfo  addrefled  himfelf 
to  them  to  know  how  Lewis  XVL  and  his 
femily  were  treated  in  the  Tempie,  but  no 
QOlice  h^4  been  takei^  of  his  demand.  After 
having  demonftrated  how  both  public  and 
private  property  had  been  violated,  he  de* 
maided  whether  perfonal  furety  had  been 
|}^er  poteded.  This  led  him  to  mention 
Ua  the 
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the  horrors  of  the  beginning  of  September^ 
which  he  pretty  plainly  *  iniiQiiated  were 
committed  by  the  leaders  of  the  Common 
G)uncil9  whO|  he  aflfertedy  were  ftiU  me« 
dit^ing  the  moft  rapacious  and  bloody 
deflgQS  in  fupport  of  their  avarice  and 
ambition. — ^With  this  memorial  Roland 
prcfeated  a  letter  addrefled  to  the  Minifter 
of  Juftice»  in  which  information  is  given, 
•*  that  exprcffions  of  the  moft  alarming 
tendency  had  been  ufed  by  certain  perfbns 
of  late ;  that  it  had  been  even  infmuated 
that  the  bufmefs  begun  in  September  had 
not  been  completed ;  that  the  whole  cabal 
of  Roland  and  Briflbt  ihould  be  (5ut  off; 
that  there  was.  a  fcheme  for  this  purpofe ; 
that  Veqpaiaudj  .Guadet,  Buzot^  La  Source^ 
and  others  difpleafed  the  real  patriots  i  and 
that  Robefptfrre  was  the  proper  eft  perfonfof 
conducing  the  government  in  the  prefent 
emergency. 

"  Ah  the  villain  !**  one  of  the  members 
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Bounccd.  .   ...    r 

There  was  fiich  an  uproar  in  the  AflemHy . 
for  fbme  time  after  Roland'd  memorial  hkd 
been  Tead,  that  no  perfon  ih  particular  cottU 
be  diftindly  beard :  the  noife  WlSr  moftl^ 
cccafioned  by  expreffions  of  rage  agidnft 
Robef{»erre,  and  partly  by -a  cry  tfiat  *  the 
memc«al  fliould  be  printed,  and  fent  to  aH 
the  departments  and  isdl  the.  municipatitieft 
in  France, 

Robefpierre  afcended  the  tribcmerdie  cry 
againft  him  was  fo  violent  that  hU  v6ice 
could  not  be  diflinguifhed :  he  at  lafl:  was 
beafd' to  Hiy^  that  he  wiihed  to  juftify  him- 
ielf  from  the  calumnies  of  the  Miniften 
He  was  interrupted  by  a  new  cry  to  dofe 
the  difcufiioh :  he  then  faid  he  wifhed  to 
ijpeak  againft  the  printing  of  the  memoriatj 

Thf^  waa  alfo  refufed  by  a  pretty  uni- 

verfal  exclamation ;  but  on  its  being  obfcrved, 

that  they  could  not  decree  a'propofition 

'U  4       -  without 
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without  hearing  thofe  who  wifhed  to  fpeak 
againft  it,  he  was  allowed  to  proceed*  He 
began  with  a  few  fentences  concerning  the 
printing  the  paper^and  immediately  deviated 
into  an  eulogium  on  hit  own  condud. 
Guadet,  the  Prefidentt  reminded  him  of  the 
queflion. 

••  I  have  no  need  of  your  admonitions,^ 
laid  Robcfpierre ;  ^  I  know  very  well  on 
what  I  have  to  fpeak.** 

**  He  thinks  himfelf  already  Didator^**  ex- 
claimed a  member* 

**  Robefpierre,  fpeak  againft  the  printing,** 
laid  the  Prefident* 

Robefpicrre  then  refumed,  and  dcckumed 
on  every  thing  except  againft  the  printing* 

His  Toice  was  again  drowned  by  an  out* 
cry  againft  his  wanderings.  The  Prefident 
ftrove  to  procure  iilence,  that  Robefpicrre 
might  be  heard  ;  which  he  no  fooner  was, 
than  he  accufed  the  Prefident  of  encouraging 
the  clapiour  againft  him. 

No  accufation  could  be  more  unjuft  or 

more 
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;iiore  injttdicicmt  than  this,  b«caufe  it  tm 
fidfe,  and  becaufe  every  body  prefent  wtt 
vitnefs  to  its  felfel^ood.  The  Prcfident  had 
done  all  in  hU  power  that  Robefpierre  mig^ 
be  heard,  and  had  adually  broken  three  bells 
by  ringing  to  procure  him  filence. 

The  Prefident  then  faid,  «  Robefplem^ 
VOU8  voyez  les  eflforta  que  je  faia  pour  »*► 
mener  le  filence— mais  je  voua  pardonsf 
une  calomnie  de  plua  *. 

RobeTpierre  refumed,  and  continued  to 
fpeak  of  Jumfelf  a  confiderable  time  in  thf 
moft  flattering  terms. 

Many  people  prefer  fpeaking  of  them- 
fdves  to  any  other  topic  rf  diicourfe,  as  Well 
as  Robefpierre  j  but  in  him  this  prqwnfity 
is  irreftftible.  Praife  ads  as  a  cordial  on 
the  fpirits  of  moft  people,  but  it  is  the  praife 
they  receive  ^om  others  which  has  that 

•  Robefpierre,  you  are  yourfelf  witnefs  to  the  efibrtt 
I  have  made  to  reftorc  filence  j  but  I  forgive  you  dat 
yfajitjonal  calunmy. 
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efiedt :  what  is  pecuKar  to  Rbbcrplerre  If^ 
that  he  ieems  m  muck  enlirened  by  the 
enlbgies  he  beftows  on  himfelf,  as  others  are 
by  the  applaufe  of  thefir  feIlow*-citizens. 

The  panegyric  he  pronounced  on  hia  dwa 
virtues  evidebtly  raifed  his  fpirita»  and  in* 
ipired  him  with  a  courage  which  at,  laft  pre- 
xnpitated  him  into  raflincfs.  "  A  fyftem  of 
calumny  is  eftabliihed/'  faid  he  with  a  lofty 
voice,  ^  and  agaihft  whom  is  it  direded? 
againft  a  zealous  patriot.  Yet  who  is  there 
among  you  who  dares  rife  and  accuTe  me 
to  my  face  ?'* 

•*  Moi/*  exclaimed  a  voice  from  one  end 
of  the  hall.  There  was  a  profound  filence ; 
in  the  midft  of  which,  a  thin,  lank,  pale- 
faced  man  ftalked  along  the  hall  like  a  fpeftrc; 
and  being  come  direftly  oppofite  to  the  tri- 
bune, he  fixed  RobeTpierre,  and  faid,  Ow\ 
Robefpierre^  cejl  mot  qui  faccufe  *. 

It  was  Jean-Baptifte  Louvet. 

*  Yc8,  Robcfpierrc,  it  ift  I  who  accufe  you. 

Robcf- 
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Rob^ijpierre  was  confounded :  ]be  0;ood 
xnctionlefs^  and  turned  pale ;  he  could  not 
have  feemed  more  alarmed  had  a  bleeding 
head  fpoken  to  him  from  a  charger* 

Louvet  afcended,  and  appeared  in  the  front 
of  the  tribune,  while  Robefpierrc  flirunk  to 
one  fi^^ 

Danton  perceiving  how  very  much  bi$ 
friend  was  difconcerted,  called  out.  **  Con- 
dnue,  Robefpierre,  there  are  many  good 
citizens  here  to  hear  you/* 

This  feemed  to  be  a  hint  to  the  people  in 
the  galleries,  that  they  might  fliew  them- 
felves  in  fupport  of  the  patriot — but  they 
remained  neuten 

^  The  Affembly  was  in  fuch  confufion  for 
fome  time^  that  nothing  diftind  could  be 
heard.  Robefpierre  again  attempted  to  fpeak 
• — ^hia  difcourfe  was  as  confufed  as  the  Aflem- 
bly — he  quitted  the  tribune. 

Danton  went  into  it :  his  drift  was  to 
prevent  Louvet  from  being  heard,  and  to 
propofe  a  future  day  for,  taking  into  con- 
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fideration  Roland's  memorial ;  and  as  Marat 
feemed  at  this  time  to  be  ratKer  en  maiivaife 
©dcur  with  the  Convention,  Danton  thought 
proper  to  make  a  declaration  which  had  no 
connexion  with   the  debate,    and  which 
nobody  thought  fincere :  **  Je  declare  a  la 
Republique  entiere,^  he  exclaimed,  ^  que  }6 
n'^me  point  iHndivida  Marat,     Je  declare 
nvec  franchife  que  j'^  fait  Texp^rience  de 
fon  temperament,  et  qu'il  eft  non-feulement 
Tolcanique  ct  acariatre — mais  infbciable  */* 
This  convey?  no  favourable  idea  pf  panN 
ton's  eloquence.    After  finding  the  two  firft 
qualities  in  Marat,  it  is  furprifing  that  he 
could  fearch  for  a  third.    It  is  as  if  a  maa 
were  to  give  as  his  reafon  for  xu^  keefnng 
company  vnth  an  old  acquaintance,  that  he 
Qot  only  found  him  quite  mad,  and  always 
ready  to  ftab  thofe  aear  him  vnth  a  dagger^ 

^  I  deckife  to  the  whok  RepubCc,  that  I  do  not  lore 
Marat  I  frankly  acknowledge  that  I  hare  fome  ex? 
perience  of  the  man ;  and  I  find  not  only  that  he  is 
f)oiftcrous  and  quarrelfomej  but  alfo  anfi)ciablc« 

but 
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Init  that,  over  and  aboye,  he  was  fomedmel 
a  little  too  referved. 

This  did  not  divert  Louvet  from  1^ 
purpofe :  he  perfevered,  and  the  AflemUy 
decreed  that  he  ihould  be  heard. 

November  4. 

He  began  by  requeuing  the  Prefident's 
prote^ion,  that  he  might  be  heard  without 
interruption,  for  he  was  going  to  mention 
things  that  would  be  mortally  ofienfive  to 
fome  prefent — ^who,  he  faid,  were  already 
fbre,  and  would  be  apt  to  fcream  when  he 
came  to  touch  the  tender  parts. — As  he  con- 
tinued a  little  on  fome  preliminary  topics, 
Danton  exclaimed,  ^'  I  defire  that  the  ac- 
cufer  would  put  his  finger  into  the  wound.'* 

"  I  intend  it,"  replied  Lotivet;  "  but  why 
does  Danton  fcream  beforehand  ?'* 

Louvet  then  proceeded  to  unfold  the  po- 
pular artifices  by  which  Robefpierre  acquired 
his  influence  in  the  Jacobin  Society :  "  that 
he  had  introiJuced  into  it  a  number  of  men 
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4tf¥0Ud  to  Iu9H  ^n^  by  ab  ioiblefiti 
of  his  power,  had  drivQfi  fome  of  the  moft 
p:^9^abl&i0embergourof  Ui  thH(  after  the 
tepth  of  Augoft  he  iiad  beea  chofeaof  tht 
Council  General  of  ;the  Coiqmwnei  asid  aor 
quired  iequal  influence  there.  Where  he 
was  on  that  memorable  day^''  faid  JLouFet, 
"  nobody  caij  t^U ;,  all  we  kpow  U^  that^ 
like  Soda  in  the  play,  he  did  not  appear  till 
after  the  battle.  On  the  eleventh  or  twelfth 
he  prefented  himfelf  ^o  the  Commune^  and 
Under  his  aufpices  all  the  orders  for  ^irreftiag 
the  citizens  were  iflued ; — that  orders  had 
been  given  for  arrefting  Roland  and  Briflfot, 
which,  by  the  care  of  fome  of  their  friends, 
had  not  been  ejcecuted ; — that  a  band  of 
men  had  arrogated  to  themfelves  the  honour 
of  the  Revolution  of  Auguft,  whereas  the 
maflacres  of  September  only  belonged  to 
them." — Here  Talien  and  fome  others  of 
Robefpierre's  fadion,  who  were  alfo  of  the 
General  Council,  began  to  murmur  j  on 

y  which 
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bleflesl  and  Wovet resSatHediyvitia  gre^tum^ 
snttoii — '*  y^i»  barbariam !  to  you  bekmf 
the 'l^rrid  inafiacrep^  of  3ept^mb^r,  vibkh 
yQ\xuQwim^\€  to  tbe  ckizeos  of  Baris« 
ThfC  ckitens  of  Paris  wcsre  ail  prei^nt.  at:t|^ 
Tuileriea  on  the  tenth  (C)f  JVuguft,  ^but  wk^ 
were  witnofles  to  th.einwikrs  ia  Septe.mbcifl 

V 

Two,  or  perhaps  three  hundred  fpeftators, 
whom  an  iocomprehenfible  cunpfiity  had 
drawn  before  the  prifons.  But  it  is  aiked^ 
Why  then,  did  not  the  citizens  prevent  them  ? 
Because  they  were  ftruck  with  terror  j  thS 
alarm  giins  had  been  fired,  the  tocfia  had 
ibunded ;  becaufe  their  ears  were  impofed 
on  by  falfe  rumours ;  becaufe  their  eyes  were^' 
aftoniihed  at  the  fight  of  municipal  officers^ 
dreiTed  in  fcarfs,  prefiding  at  the  executions  p 
becaufe  Roland  exclaimed  in  vain ;  becaufe 
DancoD,  the  Miniller  of  Juftice,  was  fUenc  i 
and  becaufe  Santerre,  the  Commander  of  thci 
National  Guards,  remained  ina&ive^  Soon 
f  after 
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after  fShck  lamentaUe  {ctaeiJ*  continued 
liOuvety  ^^  the  Legifladvc  Ai&mbly  wasfire^ 
^entlj  calumniatedf  infultedf  and  even 
threatened,  by  this  infolent  demagogue.*^ 
•  Here  Louvet  bebg  interrupted  by  the 
exclamations  of  Robefpicrre's  adherents. 
La  Croix  went  up  to  the  tribune,  and  de« 
jdared,  that  one  evening,  while  he  was  Pre« 
fident  of  the  Lcgiflative  Aflembly,  but  not 
in  the  ch^r,  Robefpierre,  At  the  head  of  a 
deputation  of  the  General  Council,  came  to 
the  bar  with  a  particular  petition,  which' 
Lacroix  oppofed,  and  the  Affembly  pafied 
to  the  order  of  the  day ;  that  having  retired 
to  the  extremity  of  the  hall,  Robcfpierrc 
faid  to  him,  that  if  the  Legiflative  Affembly 
would  not  with  good  will  do  what  he  re- 
quired, he  would  force  them  to  do  it  by  the 
found  of  the  tocfin ;  on  which  Lacroix  faid, 
he  had  taken  his  feat  as  Prefident,  and  re* 
lated  to  the  Affembly  what  had  paffed. 
Other  members  bote  teftimony  of  Robef* 
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jpieMeS  iiavm^.  ptonottiKied  the  thifeatr  ^i 
they  confirmed  the  troth  of  all  that  Lacroix 
had  related.  One  added^  ^that  Lacroix't 
fr^eiuld  had  entreated  him  not  to  return  to 
his  own  honfe  that- evening,  by  the  Terrace 
of  the  Feuillans^  becaijfe  aflfaffins  were  polled 
there  to  murder  him* 

This  interlude  -excited  frefh  indignation 
ttgainft  Robefpierfe,  who  made  fome  efforts 
to  be  heard  from  the  tribune.  One  of  the 
members  obferved^  that  a  man  accufed  of 
fuch  a  crime  ought  not  to  place  bimfelf  in 
the  tribune^  but  at  the  bar. 

Reb^fpierre  perfiftcd  j  but  the  Afletnbly 
decided,  that  he  fhould  not  be  heard  till 
Loiivet  had  finiihed. 

"The  Legiflative  Aflembly/'  faid  Louvet, 
tefuMing  the  very  fentence  at  which  he  had 
been  interrupted,  **  was  calumniated,  in* 
fiiked,  and  menaced  by  this  infolent  dema- 
gogue, who,  with  eternal  profcriptions  in 
hb'moitfii,  accufed  fome  of  the  mod  de- 
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fervuig  reprcfentativcs  of  the  people  with 
having  fold  the  nation  to  Branfwick,  and 
accufed  them  the  day  before  the  aflaffina- 
tions  began :  in  his  bloody  profcriptioni  all 
the  new  minifters  were  included  except  one, 
and  that  one  always  the  fame.  Will  it  be 
in  thy  power,  Danton,"  continued  Louvet^ 
darting  his  eyes  on  the    late  Minifter  of 
Juftice, "  to  j  uftify  thy  character  to  pofterity 
for  that  exception  ?  Do  not  exped  to  blind  us 
now  by  difavowing  Marat,  that  enfant  perdu 
it  rajjajjinat :  it  was  through  your  influence, 
by  your,  harangues  at  the  Eleftoral  Aflem- 
blics,  in  which  you  blackened  Prieftley,  and 
white-wafhed  Marat,  that  he  is  now  of  this 
Convention.  Upon  that  occafion  I  demanded 
leave  to  fpeak  againfl  fuch  a  candidate :  as 
1  retired,  I  was  furrounded  by  thofe  meti^ 
with  bludgeons  and  fabres,  with  whom  the 
future  Dictator  was  always  accompanied : 
thofe  body  guards  of  Robefpierre,  during 
the  period  of  the  maflacres,  often .  looked  at 
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Yne  t^ith  threatening  countenances^  and  one 
of  them  faid,  //  will  be  your  turnfoon*^ 

Louvet  added,  that  he  accufed  RobeC- 
pierre  of  having  calumniated  fome  of  the 
moft  meritorious  citizens  of  the  Republic ; 
of  having  accufed  them  unjuftly,  at  a  time 
when  accufation  was  profcription ;  of  having 
infulted  and  menaced  the  National  Aflembly ; 
of  having  domineered  over,  and  by  intrigue 
and  terror  influenced,  the  eleftions  of  the 
Eleftoral  Aflemblies  of  Paris;  and  of  having 
attempted  the  fupreme  power.  He  de*» 
manded  that  a  committee  might  be  appointed 
to  examine  into  his  conduft. 

He  theh  faid  that  he  accufed  another  man 
who  had,  to  the  aftonifliment  of  all  France^ 
been  introduced  among  them  by  the  former, 
of  whom  he  was  the  tool.  Several  voices 
called  out,  Marat !  Louvet  concluded  by 
faying,  that  he  hoped  they  would  alfo 
pronounce  a  decree  againft  all  thofe  mon- 
ftcrs  who  inl^igate  to  murder  and  afTaflSna- 
X  2  tlon. 
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nation,  againft  a  fa^on  which  from  per£>* 
cal  ambition  was  tearing  the  Republic  ii^ 
pieces ;  and  that  they  would  alio  decree  that 
the  Executive  Power,  in  cafes  of  commotion^i 
might  call  upon  all  the  military  force  in  the 

4 

department  ef  Paris,  and  order  it  to  ad  for 
the  reftoration  of  tranquillity  in  the  mamier 
it  judged  expedients 

Robefpierre  afceiided  the  tribune  as  foom 
as  Louvet  h^  finifhed*.   ' 

The  Affembly  feemed  unwilling  to  hear 
him  I  fome  propofed  that  the  difcuiHonf 
fliould  be  poftponed  tiH  next  day,  and  that 
^en  Robefpierre  fliould  be  heard  at  the  bar.^ 
Louvet  moved  that  he  fhould  h^  heaid  im-^ 
mediately.  Robefpierre ,  declared  that  he- 
did  not  intend  to  make  his  aufwer  then,  but 
defired  that  the  5th  of  November  might  be 
appointed  for  that  purpofe, — This  attack  of 
Louvet,  and  the  debate  which  followed^ 
took  place  feveral  days  agp.  Louvet  wa» 
greatly  admired  for  the  firmnefs  of  hb  be* 
3p  haviour 
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faavlour,  And  the  acutcnefs  of  kane  of  iu8 
remarks. 

Robefpierre  was  thrown  into  fuch  con.- 
fuiion,  that  he  did  not  fully  recover  his  fpi« 
rits  and  recoUedion  afterwards.  The  ef- 
it&,  of  eloquence  on  an  aflfembly  of  French- 
^snea  is  violent  and  inftantaneous :  the  indig- 
nation which  Louvet^s  fpeech  raifed  againft 
Rd)efjpkrre  was  prodigious ;  at  fome  parti- 
cular parts  I  thought  his  perfon  in  danger.  I 
fancy  the  demand  of  fo  long  an  interval  be- 
fore he  fliould  make  his  defence,  was  fu^ 
gefted  by  Danton,  or  fome  other  of  his 
friends ;  it  was  a  prudent  meafure,  had  he 
attempted  to  anfwer  immediately,  he  muft 
iiave  lofl  his  caufe:  all  his  eloquence  and  ad- 
drefs  could  not  at  that  time  have  effaced  the 
ftrong  impreflion  which  Louvet  had  made. 

Although  he  drew  the  attack  on  himfelf 

by  his  imprudent  boafting,  yet  he  was  taken 

unprepared :  the  galleries  in  particular  had 

l^eto  negleded  on  that  day^  fear  the  audience 

X  3  fliewed 
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fhewed  iio  partiality — 2l  thing  fo  utiufual 
when  he  fpoke,  that  it  is  believed  to  have 
helped  greatly  to  difconcert  him» 

November  5* 
Two  or  three  days  after  the  fcene  above 
defcribed,  Roland  wrote  to  the  Convention, 
that  a  late  addrefs  of  the  Commune  of  Paris, 
which  had  not  been  ordered  by  the  Conven- 
tion to  be  printed,  or  tranfmitted  to  the  de- 
partments,  had  neverthelefs  been  inclofed  ia 
covers  direded  and  franked  by  the  Mayor 
of  Paris,  and  put  into  the  poft-office :  that 
he  had  ordered  them  to  be  flopped,  becaufe 
the  Convention  had  difapproved  of  the  ad- 
drefs, and  becaufe  he  believed  the  name  of 
Petion  on  the  covers  to  be  forged. 

Petion  immediately  rofe,  and  declared 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  intention  of 
tranfmitting  the  addrefs  to  the  departments, 
and  had  franked  none  of  the  covers. 

This   letter  from     Roland  produced  a 
8  warm 
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warm  debate,  which  ferved  only  to  animate 
the  two  parties  more  violently  againft  each 
other ;  one  accufing  the  Commune  of  a  low 
and  fadious  manoeuvre,  in  endeavouring  to 
circulate  an  addrefs  difapproved  of  by  the 
Convention,  and  which  is  of  a  pernicious 
tendency  ;  the  other  accufing  the  Minifter  of 
a  defpotic  and  illegal  ad  in  wounding  pub- 
lic confidence,  by  arrefting  the  courfe  of 
correfpondence. 

Like  all  debates  in  a  numerous  afTembly, 
where  the  paffions  are  inflamed,  it  foon  de- 
viated from  the  object  on  which  it  began, 
and  extended  to  other  fubjedis  of  recrimi- 
nation ;  during  which  Barbaroux  of  Mar- 
feilles,  who  h^d  been  prevented  from  fpeak- 
ing  on  the  day  on  which  Louvet  accufed 
Robefpierre,  made  a  very  fpiritcd  harangue 
againft  the  latter  and  his  partifans*  It  was 
nearly  to  the  fame  purpofe  with  that  of  Lou- 
vet, but  more  correct  and  concife :  its  ob- 
jeds  were  to  remove  all  jealoufy  of  the 
X  4  Marfeillois, 
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Alarfeillois^  tQ  urge  the  neceflity  of  an  9jmcfl 
force  to  protcdthtf  Convention  from  the  bruii 
talitjr  of  the  mob,  and  to  Increafe  the  (u£j^ 
dons  of  the  ambitious  views  of  Robefpierr^ 

He  began  by  afking  *<  if  the  reprefenta* 
tives  of  twenty-five  millions  of  men  were  t«i 
bend  their  heads  to  thirty  factious  perfons/* 

^^  The  inhabitants  of  the  South  are  ao 
cufed  of  having  projeded  a  federal  repul^lic'" 
continued  Barbaroux ;  **  yet  we,  their  repre* 
fehtativesy  declare,  that  they  have  intruded 
MS  to  oppofe  every  projefk  of  that  aaturi^* 
I  call  on  Marat  to  rife  and  prcfve  that 
ever  there  was  fuch  a  projc^,  or  to  owo 
himfelf  to  be  a  calumniator/' 

^^  The  friends  of  Roland  are  acdzfed 
/  of  wifhing  to  domineer  by  means  of  the 
lurmed  force  which  is  requifite  to  main* 
tain  the  independence  of  the  Conven** . 
tion:  I  undertake  to  prove,  when  that 
queftion  comes  regularly  before  U6,  that  thia 
U  i:eaderq4  impoffible  by  the  very  wanner 
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In  yAildti  that  force  is  propofed  to  be  efta^p, 
bMied.  It  is  not  to  be  formed  of  Swiik 
gpard$9  but  of  French  citizens  from  the 
eighty-three  departnients* 

*^  Thofe  agitators,**  continued  BarbarooK, 
^  who  for  vlllanous  purpofes  wifh  to  fpread 
anarchy  oref  the  nation^  have  the  audacity  to 
fay  tity  brought  on  the  revolution  of  Auguft^ 
and  by  that  falfehood  try  to  make  us  forget 
thdr  projed  of  a  Didator,  their  numerous 
robberies  and  their  horrid  murders  in  Sep- 
tember :  but  they  never  can  be  forgotten ;  nor 
ihall  I  ccMe  to  a£l  againft  that  fadion,  till 
the  murderers  are  puniflied,  the  efieds  re^ 
ilored^  and  the  didators  thrown  from  the 
rock. 

*^  What,'*  continued  Barbaroux,  "  can 
jnore  plainly  demonftrate  the  ambitious  pro- 
jeds  of  thofe  men,  than  that  which  has  al- 
ready been  mentioned  in  ;he  Convention  ; 
tutmely,  that  immediately  before  the  loth 
t^  Auguft,  Robefpierre  invited  Rebecqui 

and 
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and  me  tahis  houfe  ?'  He  fpoke  to.  us  of  the 
ueceility  of  our  rallying  all  our  force  under 
fome  man  who  enjoyed  great  popularity; 
and  Panis,  as  we  took  our  leave,  named 
Robefpicrre  as  the  propcrcft  man  for  being 
.Didator.  And  Robefpierre  himfelf  pro- 
pofed  in  the  committee  of  twenty-one, 
that  the  Council  General  of  the  Commune 
{hould  be  authorifed  to  form  itfelf  at 
once  into  a  jury  of  accufation,  a  jury  of 
judgment,  and  a  tribunal  for  applying  the 
law.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  he  himfelf 
had  the  chief  influence  in  the  General  Coun- 
'  cil.  And  finally/'  faid  Barbaroux, "  this  very 
man,  on'  another  occafion,  eager  to  obtain 
a  decree,  came  to  the  bar  of  the  National 
Aflembly,  and  threatened  the  reprefcntatives 
of  the  nation  to  make  the  tocfin  be  founded, 
if  they  did  not  form  one  as  he  thought 
proper  to  didate/* 

This  difcourfe,  while  it  increafcd  the  in- 
dignation already  kindled  againft  Robef- 
pierre, muft  alfo  tend  to  make  his  adherents 

more 
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more  zealous  to  defend  him  :^it  is  theii? 
own  caufe : — when  the  murderers  of  the 
prifoners,  and  the  embezzlers  of  goods  are 
threatened,  many  members  of  the  Con-^. 
vention,  and  more  of  the  General  Council, 
muft  be  in  a  ftate  of  fevere  alarm.  And  fe- 
verely  will  this  alarm  be  avenged  if  thefe  men 
fhould  ever  obtain  the  afcendency  in  the 
Convention*  On  the  2d  of  September,  they 
ihewed  what  is  to  be  expected  from  them 

when  in  power. 

November  d. 

Great  inconveniency  was  found  in  the 
Convention,  from  the  petitions  which  for* 
merly  were  allowed  to  be  prefented  at  all 
times.  By  a  late  decree,  all  petitions  are 
ordered  to  be  referved  for  Sunday,  when, 
unlefs  fomething  of  great  importance  inter- 
venes, the  fole  bufmefs  is  to  attend  to  them. 

This  renders  it  the  leaft  interefting  day 
for  attending  the  Convention.  I  went  laft 
Sunday,  in  company  with  an  Englifh  gentle- 
man, to  St.  Clgud.     This  was  the  fummer 

refidence' 
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rendence  of  the  Orleans  family  from  the 
time  that  MonJUur^  brother  to  Lewis  XIV* 
bulk  the  chateau,  till  lately* 

From  the  houfe  itfelf,  as  well  as  from 
maay  parts  of  the  jdelicious  park,  there 
is  an  extenfive  view  comprehending  Paris, 
all  the  Tillas  around  it,  a  rich  landfcape  of 
kiils,  Woods  and  meadows,  through  which 
the  Seine  flows  io  many  graceful  windings* 
The  cafcade  is  greatly  admired,  and  the 
park  has  been  confidered  as  the  happieft  ef« 
fort  of  the  -genius  of  Le  Noftre,  who  has 
made  a  delightful  ufe  of  all  the  variety  of 
furface  it  contains,  as  well  as  of  the  Seine 
which  flows  by  it. — St  Cloud,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  many,  was  preferable  to  any  of  the 
royal  villas  before  it  became  one  of  them  : 
k  was  purchafed  by  the  Queen  from  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  about  five  or  fix  years  ago, 
fince  which  time,  the  apartments  within 
the  chateau  have  been  altered  at  a  great  ex- 
pence,  and  much  improved*     Nothing  can 
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be  coaceiTed  more  commodious^  Notwlck^ 
{landing  the  richnefs  and  magaificence  ot 
feme  of  the  apartments,  this  palace,  with  aU 
its  fplendid  furniture,  has  remaincid  hithcit^ 
undefpoiled  and  unfullied« 

The  contrail  between  the  magnificence 
we  were  beholdmg,  and  the  wretched  apart* 
ment  in  which  the  perfon  for  whom  that 
magniEcence  was  prepared  is  confined,  natu« 
rally  prefented  itfelf  to  our  minds*  This  idea, 
with  that  of  the  various  aggravating  ctrcum-* 
ilances  which  attend  her  confinement,  made 
Ha  contemplate  the  fpkndour  of  St*  Qoud 
through  a  very  gloomy  medium*  The  whol« 
manner  of  the  man  who  conduced  b» 
through  the  apartments,  fufiiciently  evinced 
that  his  thoughts  fprang  from  the  fama 
fource,  and  flowed  in  the  fame  channel  with 
ours* 

Thofc  who  have  had  the  curiofity  to  vifit 
the  bpufes  of  princes  and  villas  of  nobilky, 
may  have  remarked  with  what  €>(lentatioa 
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aind  pride  the  boufe- keeper  and  fervants 
conduct  Grangers  through  magnificent  apart- 
ments :  they  enjoy  the  admiration  of  the 
'vifitors,  and  fwell  with  felf-importance  in 
proportion  to  the  richnefs  of  the  furniture. 
They  are  not,  however,  more  grofsly  mifta- 
ken  than  thofe  proprietors,  who,  deriving  all 
their  importance  from  the  fame  quarter, 
think  it  amounts  to  a  great  deal. 

Nothing  of  this  kind,  but  all  that  is  oppo- 
iite,  appeared  ia  the  demeanour  of  the  man 
who  attended  us  through  the  palace  of  St. 
Cloud :  his  mind  evidently  borrowed  no 
pride  from  the  magnificence  he  had  under 
his  care,  but  feemed  rather  to  be  engroffed 
with  the  fad  fate  of  the  owners,  and  the  fo- 
Ucitudes 


laqueata  circum  tedla  volantes. 


The  annals  of  the  unfortunate  do  not  record 
any  fituation  more  dreadful  than  that  of  the 
unhappy  Queen  of  France, 

Any 
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.  Any  woman  in, her  fituation  would  be 
exceedingly  miferaWe;  but  we  cannot  help 
dxinking  that  fhe  mud  be  more  miferable 
than  any  other  woman  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion. 

The  diftance  at  which  her  rank  feemed 
to  have  placed  her  from  the  reach  of  the 
mifery  which  novr  furrounds  and  threatens 
to  overwhelm  her,  renders  her  fufferings 
more  acute.  This  circumftance,  indepen- 
dent' of  any  abfurd  prejudice  in  favour  of 
rank,  muft  increafe  the  fympathy  of  every 
feeling  heart.  Although  fhe  is  the  daughter 
of  an  Emprefs,  the  fifter  of  Emperors,  and 
the  wife  of  a  King  who  was  lately  confi- 

vs 

dered  the  moft  powerful  in  Europe,  (he 
feems  now  more  pre-eminent  in  wrctched- 
nefs  than  ever  {he  was  in  rank  and  fplendor. 
She  was  not  only  a  queen,  but  is  a  beauti^ 
ful  woman  ;  not  only  accuftomed  to  the  in- 
terefted  and  oftentatious  fubmiffion  that  at- 
tends power,  but  to  that  more  pleafmg  atten- 
tion 
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dod  afid  obedience  which  are  paid  to  he2t(ft5f« 
Fortune  accompanied  her  frtendihip^  and 
happinefs  her  fmiles*  She  found  her  wifhes 
anticipated^  and  faw  her  very  looks  obeyed*— 
How  painful  muft  now  be  the  dreadful  re-» 
rerfe  I  Shut  up  in  a  prifon,  furrounded  with 
barbarians^  wretches  who  rejoice  in  her  cala-* 
roity  and  infult  her  forrow,  with  what 
affedling  propriety  might  this  unfortunate 
Queen  adopt  the  pathetic  complaint  of  Job ! 
•*  He  hath  fenced  up  my  way  that  I  cannot 
pafs,  and  he  hath  fet  darknefs  in  my  paths. 

^^  He  hath  ftripped  me  of  my  glory,  and 
taken  the  crown  from  my  head* 

•*  He  hath  deftroyed  me  on  every  fide, 
and  I  am  gone :  and  mine  hope  hath  he  re* 
moved  like  a  tree. 

**  He  hath  put  my  brethren  far  from  me- 

"  My  Idnafolk  have  failed,  and  my  frienda 
have  forgotten  me.'* 

What  has  this  moft  unfortunate  of  wo- 
men already  fuffcred  ^  what  is  yet  rcfifrv«l- 
^  for 
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for  her  to  endure  ?  She  ha$  beeii  ihocked  hf 
the. cruel  murder  of  many  of  her  fervanti 
and  friends,  fome  of  them  for  no  other  rea^ 
fon  than  their  fidelity  to  her.  She  now  fuf-  ' 
fers  all  the  agonies  of  fufpenfe-^her  heart 
throbbing  from  recent  wounds^  and  her 
mind  terrified,  not  for  het  own  fate  only^ 
but  for  thofe  of  her  fifter,  hef  huiband^  and 
hei:  children* — No  j  the  annals  of  the  un- 
fortuna|te  do  not  record^  nor  has  the  imagi^ 
nation  of  the  tragic  poet  invented,  any  thing 
more  dreadfully  afFeding  than  the  misfor- 
tunes and  fufierings^of  Marie  Antoinette 
queen  of  France }  and  for  ages  to  come,  her 
name  will  never  be  pronounced  unaccompa^ 
nied  widi  execrations  againft  the  unmanly 
and  unrelenting  wretches  who  have  treated 
her,  and  fuf&red  her  to  be  treated,  In  the 
manner  ihe  has  been* 

November  7. 

From  St.  Cloud  we  wifhed  to  drive  to 
vox..  II.  r       Y  Mont 
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Mont  Calvairc,  but  found  part  of  the  road 
impaflablc  for  a  carriage,  and  -were  obliged 
to  return  and  ^o  diredlly  to  Paris. — It  feetni 
very  ftrangc,  that  a  road  between  a  royal  pa- 
lace and  a  neighbouring  hill  to  which  there 
is  fo  great  a  refort  from  other  places  fhould 
be  in  this  ftate.  The  day  was  one  of  the 
fine  ft  I  ever  faw.  On  coming  to  the  bar* 
ricr,  immediately  before  we  entered  Paris, 
a  waggon  ftood  acrofs  the  road,  which 
(lopped  our  carriage :  the  coachman  had 
fome  words  with  the  waggoner,  who  was 
drinking  with  fome  fans-culottes.  He  feemed 
in  no  hurry  to  move  his  waggon  out  of  the 
way,  notwithftanding  the  repeated  requefts 
of  our  coachman,  who,  after  a  little  alterca- 
tion, loft  his  temper  fo  far  as  to  make  ufe  df 
the  term  canaille^  which  has  fuch  an  arifto- 
cratic  found,  that  it  alarmed  me.  I  inftantly 
and  very  loudly  rebuked  the  coachman; 
which  pleafed  the  audience  fo  jnuch^  that 

they 
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tltey  rtnlovc*thc  waggon,  and  we  paCe<} 
Unmolefted  to  Paris. 

I  was  the  more  alarmed  at  thh  expreflion, 
on  accoimt  of  a  fcene  which  I  had  been  wit- 
hefs  to  in  the  gallery  of  the  National  Afjem- 
bly .  A  man  dreffed  like  a  gentleman  had  a  dit» 
pute  with  two  perfons  of  a  poor  appearance: 
he  called  them  canaille^  which  drew  the  fe^ 
vereft  of  all  repartees  from  one  of  them» 
namely,  that  he  was  an  ariftocratc.  The 
people  around  took  part  againfl  the  accufed 
perfon,  who  tried  in  vain  to  refute  the 
charge ;  they  would  not  iiften»  but  obliged 
him  to  leave  the  gallery. 

A  gentleman  who  had  entered  with  him 
was  very  near  being  reduced  to  the  fame  ne- 
ceffity.  One  addreffed  him  in  an  angry 
tone,  faying,  •^  The  people  are  not  to  be 
treated  in  the  infolent  manner  your  friend 
did.  Sir.'' 

To  which  the  other  anfwered  with  mild- 

nefs,  **  II  n'eft  pas  probable,  Monficur,  que 

Y  2  j'aic 
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yaie  la  moiixdre  intention  d'infulter  le  pta» 
pie,  puifque  j'ai  Thonneur  d*en  fairepartie*#*' 

Novcinber  8* 

On  the  day  on  which  Robefpierre  made 

his  defence,  the  galleries  of  the  Conven-* 

tional  Aflembly  were  crowded  at  an  early 

hour ;  but  having  an  order  from  the  Preii* 

dent  for  the  box  of  the  Logogrs^be,  I  was 

admitted  at  the  ufual  time. 

There  was  not  fo  great  a  crowd  of  the 

populace  at  the  entry  to  the  Aflembly,  as  I 

have  fometimes  feen  ;  but  thofe  who  were 

there  exprefled  their  partiadity  for  him,  and 

diflike  to  his  accufers.     On  the  terrace  of 

the  Feuillans,  the  groups  were  moftly  formed 

of  his  partlfans :  one  fellow  accompanied  by 

two  or  three  others  carried  tripe  on  a  pole, 

which  they  fwore  they  would  force  thofe  to 

eat,  who  fhould  vote  againft  fo  diftinguifhed 

a  patriot. 

*  It  ig  not  probable  that  I  fliould  have  any  intention 
to  infult  the  people,  fiuce  I  have  the  honour  to  be  one 
•f  them* 

Imme- 
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Immediately  before  Robefpierre  afcended 
the  tribune,  a  deputy  complained  that  the 
galleries  were  unfairly  filled ;  that  certain 
privileged  pcrfons,  chiefly  women,  had  been 
introduced  for  the  purpofe  of  applaud- 
ing, while  all  the  impartial  citizens- were 
kept  out :  **  Des  citoyennes,"  he  exclaimed, 
^^  font  k  la  porte  de€  tribunes,  tandis  que 
d'autres  porteufes  de  cartes  privilegleea  font 
^Etcilement  entrees*/' 

This  obfervation  occafioncd  an  univerfal 
laugh,  and  every  body  turned  their,  eyes  to 
the  galleries,  which  were  almoft  entirely  filled 
vyith  women.  Robefpierre's  eloquence  is 
faid  to  be  peculiarly  admired  by  the  fex ;  and 
it  has  been  remarked,  that  on  the  nights 
when  he  was  expe^ed  to  fpeak  at  the  Jaco- 
^  bins  the  proportion  of  females  in  the  galley 
ries  was  always  greater  than  ufual 

•  Some  female  cinzens  are  kept  at  the  door,  whil« 
other  fpmai^s  with  privileged  tickets  arc  fcatcd  in  the 
tribi^nef. 

y  3  When 
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When.  Robefpierre  appeared  in  the  tri* 
bune,  it  was  evident  that  he  had  entirely  re^ 
covered  his  fpirits,  and  he  certainly  made  a 
much  better  figure  than  he  did  when  he  was 
laft  there. 

^'  I  am  accufed/*  faid  he,  **  of  having  aimed 
at  the  fupreme  power.  If  fuch  a  fcheme  is 
criminal,  it  ^luft  be  allowed  to  be  flill  more 
bold.  ToTucceed,  I  muft  have  been  able  not 
only  to  overthrow  the  throne,  but  alfo  to 
annihilate  the  legiflature,  and  above  all,  to 
prevent  its  being  replaced  by  a  National 
Convention.  But,  in  reality,  I  myfelf  was* 
the  firft  who,  in  my  public  difcourfes  and 
writings,  propofed  a  National  Convention 
as  the  only  means  of  faving  the  country. 
To  arrive  at  the  didatorfliip,  to  render  my- 
felf mafter  of  Paris,  was  not  fuflScient;  I  muft 
alfo  have  been  able  to  fubdue  the  other 
eighty-two  departments.  AVhere  were  my 
treafurcs  ?  where  were  my  armies  ?  whit 
ftrongly  fortified  places  had  I  fecured  ?  All 

the 
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the  riches  and  power  of  the  ftate  were  in  the 
hands  of  my  enemies.  In  fuch  circum- 
fiances,  to  make  it  credible  that  I  had  fuch  a 
fcheme,  my  accufers  muft  demonftrate  that 
I  am  a  complete  madman/' 

"  Ce  n'eft  pas  la  rembarras*/*  iaid  one  of 
the  deputies  near  me  to  thofe  around  him. 

**  And  when  they  have  made  that  point 
clear,'*  continued  Robcfpierre,  **  I  cannot 
conceive  what  they  will  gain  by  it,  for  then 
it  will  remain  for  them  to  prove  that  a  mad* 
man  can  be  dangerous  in  a  date/' 

*^  Bah!"  faid  the  deputy  who  had  already 
^oken,  **  ils  font  les  plus  redoutables  +." 

Robefpierre  denied  having  ever  had  much 
cdnnedion  with  Marat,  and  he  explained  by 
what  means  he  had  been  induced  to  have 
the  little  which  he  avowed;  and  he  aflerted^ 
that  Marat  had  not  been  chofen  to  the  Con- 
vention  from  bfs  recommendation,  nor  per* 

*  That  would  not  be  diflScult. 
t  They  arc  the  mod  dangerous. 

Y  4  haps 
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baps^  from  any  high  opioioQ  which  the  cite* 
tors  had  .of  that  Deputy,  but  from  their 
hitfred  to  the  arifioprates,  whofe  mortal 
enemy  they  knew  Marat  to  be. 

^^  I  am  accufed/^  continued  Robefpierre, 
of  having  excrcifed  the  deipotifm  of  opinioa 
in  the  Jacobin  Society,  That  Idnd  of  defpot<« 
i^  over  the  minds  of  ar  fociety  of  freemen 
ponld  only  bq  acquired  and  obtained  by  rea? 
ibning,  I  find  nothing  therefore  to  bluib 
for  in  this  accufation«  Nothing  can  be 
more  flattering  to  me  than  the  good  opinion 
of  the  Jacobins,  efpeci^ily  as  Iicwis  XVI. 
and  Monf  de  la  Fayette  have  both  found  that 
die  opinion  of  the  Jacobins  is  the  Ofunion  of 
all  France.  But  now,  that  fociety,  as  l^ou^ 
^ret  pretends,  is  not  what  it  was,  it  has  dege- 
nerated ;  and  perhaps,  after  having  accuied 
me,  his  next  ftep  wi)l  be  tp  demand  th^ 
profcription  of  the  Jacobins.  We  fliall  then 
fee  whether  he  will  he  more  perfuafive  and 
Qtpr^  fuc^^fulthan  X^eopold  and  La  Fayette, 

*^to«Y9^ 
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**  Louvet  next  tries  to  vilify  the  Gentiit 
Council  of  the  Commune  ;  thofe  men  who, 
chofen  by  the  fedions,  aflembled  in  the 
Town  Houfc  on  that  awful  night  when 
the  confpiracy  of  the  Court  was  ready  to 
burft:  forth;  thofe  men  who  direded  thf 
movement^  of  that  infurredion  which  faved 
the  ftate  ;  who  difconcerted  the  meafures  of 
the  traitors  in  the  Tuileries,.  by^  arrefting 
the  Commander  of  the  National  Guardsi 
who  had  given  orders  to  the  leaders  of  bat« 
t^ons  to  allow  the  people  to  pafs  toward* 
the  Caroufel*  and  then  attaclp  them  in  the 
rear :  thofe  patriots  are  of  too  much  energy 
of  pharader  to  be  efteemed  by  the  flaves  of 
monarchy ;  but  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
calumny  and  impoflufe  to  preclude  the  he« 
roic  fervice  they  were  of  to  the  Hepubliq 
from  the  records  of  hiftory. 

*^  They  are  accufed/*  continued  he,  •^  oC 
grrefting  men  contrary  to  the  forms  of  law. 
Was  it  e2fp?fted|  then^  that  we  were  do  ac^ 

pompUOv 
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ccNopCfli  a  reroltitioa  ia  the  gownmeitt 
wkh  the  code  of  the  laws  in  oor  hands  ?  Was 
it'  not  becaaie  the  laws  were  impotent,  that 
the  Revolution  was  abfohitdy  neceflarj? 
—Why  are  we  not  accufed  aHb  of  having 
dilarmed  fufpeded  citizens,  and  of  exclud- 
ing from  the  afleunblies  which  deliberate  on 
the  public  fafcty,  all  known  enemies  of  the 
Revolution?  Why  do  you  not  bring  ac- 
cufations  againft  the  Eledloral  AfTemblies 
and  the  Primary  Affemblies  ?  they  have  all 
done  ads,  during  this  crifis,  which  are  if/fgal^ 
as  illegal  as  the  overthrowing  of  the  Baftille, 
as  illegal  as  liberty  itfelf, 

^  When  the  Roman  conful  had  fupprefled 
the  confpiracy  of  Catiline,  Clodius  accufed 
him  of  having  violated  the  laws.  The 
Ck)nfur8  defence  was,  that  be  had  faved  the 
Republic 

•    •*  We  are  accufed  of  fending  Commiflion- 

crs  to  various  departments. — What !  is  it  ima-» 

gined  that  the  Revolution  was  to  be  com* 
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pleted  by  a  fimplc  coup  de  main^  aod 
ieizing  the  Caftle  of  the  Tuileries  ?  Wat 
it  not  neceflary  to  commuoicate  to  all 
France  that  falutary  commotion  which  had 
dcftrificd  Paris? 

♦*  What  fpecies  of  perfecutipn  is  this, 
which  converts  into  crimes  the  very  efforts 
by  which  we  broke  our  chains?  At  this  rate, 
what  people  will  ever  be  able  to  fiiake  oft 
the  yoke  of  defpotifm  ?  The  pebple  of  a 
large  country  cannot  adt  together  j  the  Tyrant 
can  only  be  ftruck  by  thofe  who  are  near 
him*  How  is  it  to  ,be  expe^ed  that  they 
will  venture  to  attack  him,  if  thofe  citizeni 
who  come  from  the  diflant  parts  of  the  oatioa 
ihall,  after  the  viftory,  make  them  refpon* 
fible  by  law  for  the  means  they  ufed  to  fave 
their  country?  The  friends  of  freedom,  who 
affembled  at  Paris  in  the  month  pf  Auguft, 
did  their  beft  for  general  liberty.  You'  muft 
approve  or  difavow  their  whole  conduft 
taken  together,  and  cannot,  in  candour,  ex- 
amine 
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jMBine  into  partial  difordcrs,  which  have  ever 
been  infeparable    from    great  revolutions* 
The  people  of  France,  who  have  chofeo  you 
as  their  delegates,  have  ratified  all  that  hap- 
pened in   bringing  about  the   Revolution* 
Your  being  now  aflembled  here  is  a  proof 
of  this :  you  are  not  fent  to  this  Conven- 
tion as  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  but  as  Legifla* 
tors ;  you  are  not  delegated  to  look  with 
inquifitorial  eyes  into  every  circumftance 
c^  that  infurredion  which  has  given  liberty 
to  France,  but  to  cement  by  wife  laws  that 
fabric  of  freedom  which  France  has  obtained 
— ^Pofterity  will  pay  attention  to  nothing 
In  thofe  events  bu(  their  ikcr^d  caufe,  tnd 
their  fublime  effeft/' 

Robefpierre  denied  however  having  any 
connection  with  the  fiaught^r  of  the  pri- 
foners,  which,  he  aflerted,  was  entirely  owing 
to  the  indignation  of  the  pubKc  for  M*  Mont^ 
morin^s  being  acquitted  by  the  Criminal 
Tribunal,  the  efcape  of  the  Prince  de  Poi< 
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|Uid  other  people  of  importance^  joined  t9 
the  emotion  occafioned  by  the  taking  of* 
Longwy*  In  this  part  of  his  defence  he 
feems  to  have  copied  from  a  pamphlet 
written  by  Tallien,  entitled.  La  Vertti  fur 
ks  Evinemens  du  2  Septembre*^  in  which 
is  hardly  a  word  of  truth. 

Robefpierre  then  added  (and  it  required 
a  moft  determined  firmnefs  of  front  to  add 
this),  "  I  am  told  tl;at  one  innocent  perfoa 
perifhed  among  the  prifoners,  fome  fay 
more ;  but  one  is  without  doubt  too  much. 
Citizens,  it  is  very  natural  to  fhed  tears  on 
fuch  an  accident*  I  have  wept  bitterly  my- 
fdf  for  this  fatal  miftake.  I  am  even  forry 
that  the  other  prifoners,  though  they  all 
deferved  death  by  the  law,  (hould  have  fallen 
iacrifices  to  the  ivKgaldjr  ju/ilce  of  the  people. 
But  do  not  let  us  exhauft  our  tears  on  them; 
let  us  keep  a  few  for  ten  thoufand  patriots 

♦  The  real  Truth  rcfpcaing  the  Events  of  the  ad  of 
September. 
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Sacrificed  by  the  tyrants  around  us ;  weep 
for  your  fellow-citizens,  expiring  under 
their  roofs,  beat  down  by  the  cannon  of 
thofe  tyrants :  let  us  referve  a  few  tears  for 
the  children  of  our,  friends  maflacred  before 
their  eyes,  and  their  infants  dabbed  in  the 
arms  of  their  mothers,  by  the  mercenary 
barbarians  who  invade  our  country. — I  ac-^ 
knowledge  that  I  greatly  fufped  that  kind 
of  fenfibility  which  is  only  (hewn  in  lament- 
ing the  death  of  the  enemies  of  freedom. 
On  hearing  thofe  pathetic  lamentations  for 
Lamballe  and  Montmorin,  I  think  I  hear  the 
manifefto  of  Brunfwick.  Ceafe  to  unfold 
the  bloody  robe  of  the  tyrant  before  the  eyes 
of  the  people,  otherwife  I  fliall  believe  you 
wi(h  to  throw  Rome  back  again  intoflavery. 
Admirable  humanity  !  which  tends  to  en- 
ilave  the  nation,  and  manifefts  a  barbarous 
defire  of  fhedding  the  blood  of  the  beft 
patriots  !'* 

Robcfpierre,  having  finifhed  his  fpeech^ 
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came  down  From  the  tribune,  amidfl  the  aip^ 
piaufe  of  the  galleries,  and  of  part  of  the 
Convention. 

Louvet  took  his  place,  and  declared,  that 
be  was  ready  to  refute  every  argument,  or 
ihadow  6f  argument,  that  had  been  urged  ia 
bis  defence.  The  uproar  prevented  his  pro- 
ceeding: fome  called  for  the  printing  of 
Robefpierre*8  fpeech  —  others  dechimed 
againft  it — there  was  a  great  confufion  for 
fome  time — the  queftion  was  at  laft  put,  and 
the  printing  decreed. 

Merlin  of  Thionville  faid,  that  Roland 
had  difperfed  15,000  copies  of  Louvet^s  ac- 
cufation :  he  therefore  moved,  that  the  fame 
number  of  the  defence  fhould  be  printed. 

When  a  great  debate  is  expeded,  thofe 
members  who  intend  to  fpeak  give  their 
names  to  the  Secretaries,  and  the  Prefident 
calls  them  in  the  order  in  which  the  names 
have  been  given.  Thirteen  members  gave 
(heir  names  on  thi&  occadon:  three  declared 

they 
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they  intehded  to  fpeak  in  dcfente  ofSidbef^ 
piare,  five  Kgainfl:  hitn,  and  five  cm  thtf 
fubjed  in  generals  This  formidable  duaw 
ber  of  fpeakets^  and  the  known  tedioufhela 
of  fome  of  them,  appeared  fo  awful,  that  the 
AiTembly  became  difpoTed  to  preclude  the 
difcuflion*  Barrere  propofed  to  clofe  it  im** 
mediately.  Barbaroux  was  fo  eager  to  be 
heard^  that,  when  refufed  as  a  member,  he 
prefented  himfelf  at  the  bar  as  an  accufen 
Couthon  and  other  friends  of  Robefpierre 

exclaimed  againft  this,  and  infifted  on  the 

budnefs  being  ftifled,  by  pafling  to  the  order 

of  the  day. 

Barbaroux    retired   from  the  bar,   and 

liOuvet  attempted  to  fpeak — he  could  not  be 

heard« 

One  member  remarked  that,  if  Robefpierre 

felt  himfelf  innocent,  he  would  defire  that 

bis  adverfaries  fliould  be  h^ard, 
'  Barrere  at  laft  afcended  the  tribune,  and 

immediately  there  appeared  a  difpofltion  iq 

the 
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the  AfTembly  to  hear  him^  he  was  confidered 
as  an  impartial  man^  who  belonged  to  nei- 
ther party,  ilis  fpeech  feemed  to  have  been 
prepared  :  the  tendency  of  it  was  to  fhew 
that  accufations  and  tecriminations  only 
ferved  to  irritate  individualsi  and  injure  the 
intereft  of  the  public  j  that  the  time  of  the 
Convention  was  due  to  the  nation,  and 
ought  not  to  be  engrofled  by  deliberations 
on  the  crimes  or  virtues  of  one  or  two 
perfons.  •*  It  is  time/*  faid  he,  **  to  cfti- 
mate  thofe  little  undertakers  of  revolutions 
at  their  juft  value ;  it  is  time  to  give  oveif 
thinking  of  them  and  their  manoeuvres: 
for  my  part,  I  can  fee  neither  Syllas  nor 
Cromwells  in  men  of  fuch  moderate  capaci- 
ties; and  inftead  of  beftowingany  more  time 
on  them  and  their  intrigues,  we  ought  to 
turn  our.  attention  to  the  great  quedions 
which  intereft  the  Republic.'* 

He  then  moved  to  pafs  to  the  order  of 
the  day;  which,  after  fome  further  debate, 

VOL.  II.     .  Z  was 
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was  agreed  to ;  feveral  members  wlio  had 
fhcwn  great  eagernefs  to  proceed  with  fe- 
verity  againft  Robefpierre  immediately  after 
Louvet's  accufation,  hating,  during  the  in- 
terval, either  been  gained  by  his  friends,  or 
influenced  by  their  own  refle<ftion6,  that  it 
was  beft  to  give  up  a  ifteafure,  which,  how- 
ever proper  in  itf^lf,  feemed  inexpedient 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  men's  minds«  Some 
of  them  think  that,  if  Robefpierre  were  or- 
dered to  be  arretted,  it  would  occafion  an 
infurredion,  and  that  an  attempt  to  puniifa 
the  authors  of  the  maflacres  WouW  occafion* 
their  renewah  * 

Thus  this  bufinefs^  ended  in  a  kind  of 
drawn  battle,  which  is  perhaps  the  worft  end 
i(  could  have  for  the  intereft  of  the  Re-> 
public ;  for  the  parties  remain  too  nearly 
equal  in  force,  and  likely  to  ruin  the  common 
intereft  by  their  mutual  animofity* 

Norembcr  9. 

An  account  of  Louvet*s  ijpeech  agaioft 

I  Robef- 
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Robefpierre  was  given  the  fame  night  at  the 
Jacobin  Society;  it  excited  great  indignation. 
What  is  fuppofed  to  have  provoked  fome  of 
the  members  moft,  was  the  propofal  to  exa- 
mine into  the  fource  of  the  maflacres,  and 
to  puniih  the  authors*  This,  however,  could 
not  be  avowed ;  they  affefted  therefore  to  feel 
ohly  for  the  attack  on  Robefpierre,  which  was 
denominated  by  various  fpeakers  a  conijpiracy 
againli  patriotifm  itfelf,  by  a  fet  of  men  of 
ariftocratic  principles,  who  were  in  the  pay 
of  Poland. 

The  names  of  Louvet,  Rebccqui,  and 
B^rbaroux,  were  ftill  on  their  lifts  as  mem* 
bers  of  this  Society  :  it  was  propofed  to  ex- 
pel them,  and  the  vote  was  carried^ 

Robefpierre  himfelf  was  not  in  the  So- 
ciety, but  his  brother  was*  He  made  a  fpeech 
on  the  occafion,  in  which  he  declared,  that 
he  had  been  often  afraid,  during  Louvet^a^. 
fpeech,  that  fome  members  of  the  Conven- 
tion would  have  ftabbed  his  brother  j  that 
^  Za  he 
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he  had  heard  one  of  them  fwear  that  he  was 
determined  on  it.  There  was  an  outcry 
immediately  that  he  fliould  name  the  horrid 
wretch  ;  but  the  brother  of  Robefpierre  ac- 
knowledged that  he  did  not  know  his  name. 
The  Convention's  having  pafTed  to  the 
order  of  the  day  after  hearing  Robcfpierre's 
defence,  is  confidered  by  his  friends  as  a 
Aridory :  their  triumph  on  that  account  is 
as  great  as  their  rage  was  at  his  accufation^ 
and  they  leave  no  means  untried  to  infpire 
the  citizens  with  hatred  to  his  enemies. 
Lcgendre  and  Tallien  aflerted  lately  in  the 
Convention,  that  a  party  of  the  MarfeiUois, 
with  fome  dragoons  of  the  Republic,  had 
appeared  with  drawn  fwords  4n  the  (breets, 
crying,  **  Off  with  the  head  of  Maratl"  A  has, 
la  t^te  de  Marat !  and  finging  a  fong,  the 
burden  of  which  is, 

Robefpierre,  Marat,  Danton,  ct  tous  ceux 
Qui  s'en  meleront,  a  la  guillotine,  6  gue,  &c. 

TalUea 
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Tallicn  added,  that  thefe  {zmtfedires  had 
curfed  thefe  Deputies  in  a  coffee-houfe  oa 
the  Boulevards,  and  had  cried,  **  Vive  Ro- 
land !  point  de  proces  au  Roi !" 

It  is  true  that  {ovat  fi<i^rh  and  dragoons, 
being  in  liquor,  fung  the  words  above 
mentioned  in  the  ftreets :  biit  the  other  ar- 
ticle is  v^ithout  foundation,  and  added  on 
purpofe  to  throw  odium  on  the  Minifter ; 
for  the  moft  dangerous  afperfion  that  can 
be  thrown  out  againft  any  perfon  at  prefent, 
is,  that  he  wifhes  to  prevent  the  condemijia- 
tion  of  the  King. — In  the  mean  time,  Marat 
thinks  proper  to  keep  himfelf  concealed  j  and 
an  uncommon  number  of  patrols  have  been 
remarked  in  the  ftreets,  particularly  near  the 
dwellings  of  Robefpierre  and  Danton,  ever 
fmceLouvet's  accufation.  Some  people  aflert, 
thatSanterre  has  given  orders  for  this,  merely 
to  convey  the  notion  that  the  lives  of  thofe 
great  patriots  are  in  danger  from  the  Mar- 
feillois*  Whether  this  is  the  cafe  or  not,  I 
Z  3  cannot 
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cannot  telt^  but  I  do  obferve,  that  thofe  who 
fay  they  are  in  danger  wifli  them  to  livc^ 
and  thofe  who  infill  upon  it  that  they  are 
quite  fafe  would  be  very  happy  to  hear  of 
their  deaths 

As  for  Santerre,  whatever  his  motive  may 
be  for  ordering  thofe  patrols,  it  was  well 
obferved  in  one  of  the  late  journals,  that  if 
he  had  paid  half  the  attention  to  protedl 
the  poor  prifoners,  that  he  now  fliews  to 
guard  Robefpierre,  there  would  have  been 
no  maflacres  in  September. 

November  IQ« 
The  Girondifts  affed  to  turn  the  triumj^ 
of  Robefpicrre's  friends  into  ridicule :  they 
infift  upon  it,  that  paffing  to  the  order  of 
the  day  on  an  accufation  of  the  nature  of 
that  brought  by  Louvet  againft  Robefjpierre, 
would  be  the  mofl:  fevere  and  humiliating 
of  all  mortifications  to  a  man  of  good  cha* 
rader  and  common  feeling*  Whatever  truth 
there  may  be  in  that,  it  is  evident  that  his 

party 
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party^  are  iu  lugher  ijpirits^  and  jbuive  gained 
ftrength  fincc  he  niade  his  dfifence. ,  The 
friends  of  Roland  certainly  expeded  that 
Louvet'saccufation  would  have  thrown  fuel) 
an  odium  on  Robefpierre  and  all  his  id* 
herents,  as  would  have  gone  far  to  anni* 
hilate  their  influence  in  the  Conventioa; 
inftead  of  which^  thofe  members  who  fpoke 
with  horror  of  his  condu£t  before,  mention 
it  with  caution  and  moderation  now.— - 
Barrere,  by  alluding  to  him  with  contempt 
as  a  dictator,  has  removed  part  of  the  in;- , 
dignation  that  prevailed  againit  him;  and  in 
moving  the  order  of  the  day  he  rendered 
a  very  important  fervice  to  Robefpierr^ 
and  did  what  wa&  highly  agreeable  to  Dan- 
ton,  who  had  done  every  thing  he  could, 
from  the  beginning,  to  prevent  any  fcrutiny 
from  being  made  relative  either  to  the  eon* 
du£l  of  Robefpierre,  or  tfie  murder  of  thb 
prifoners.  I  am  perfuaded,  therefore,  that 
Barrcre  thinks  Roland'3  party,  notwith- 
Z  4  (landing 
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(landing  the  majority  which  on  fomc  quef^ 
tions  they  may  ftili  have  in  the  Convention, 
is  on  the  whole  the  weaker  of  the  two,  and 
that  he  means  to  attach  himfelf  to  that  of 
Panton. 

Condopcet,  however,  judges  otherwife; 
for  his  condu^,  which  fome  time  fince  waa 
thought  doubtful,  now  plainly  indicates  a 
decided  preference  of  the  Girondifts. 

M.  Condorcet  very  feldom  fpeaks  in  the 
Conventional  AfTembly :  in  a  public  paper 
under  his  diredipn  he  delivers  his  political 
fentiments  with  more  effedt  than  he  could 
]>y  fpeaking :  in  this  he  has  of  late  dirfdled  . 
fuch  ftrokes  of  ridicule  againft  Robefpierre, 
as  no  man  would  do  who  wifhed  to  teep 
on  good  terpis  with  him. 

In  the  Chrpnique  de  Paris  of  yefterday 
is  the  following  curious  article,  which  I  {hall 
iiifert,  becaufe  it  fliews  M,  Condorcet's  idea 
pf  a  man  who  has  made  fo  much  noife  in 
this  country,  particularly  of  late. 
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t 

II  y  a,  dans  la  Revolution  Fran9aifc, 
des  hommes  et  des  ^venemene  qui  n'y  font 
un  certain  bruit  paflager,  que  piarceque  la 
turbulence  nationale  groffit  et  gonfle  tout, 
et  qu'il  y  a  peu  d'  obfervateurs  tranquilles. 
Ces  petits  hommes  et  ces  petits  faits  ne  tien- 
dront  que  quatre  lignes  dans  Thiiloire. 

"  Une  de  ces  circonftances  de  huit  jours, 
c'eft  Faccufation  intentee  contre  Robefpierre, 
par  un  liomme  de  beaucoup  d'efprit  et  de 
talent,  mais  qui  a  beaucoup  plus  d'imagina- 
tion  encore.  L'accufateur  et  Taccufe  ont 
ete  tons  les  deux  entendus,  et  tons  les  deux 
ont  prouv6  qu'il  6toit  impoffible  de  faure  de 
Robefpierre  un  Didateur. 

"  Tout  le  monde  a  remarque  que  Ton 
avoit  amen^  beaucoup  de  femmcs  a  la  feance : 
les  tribunes  en  contenoient  fept  ou  huit  cents, 
et  deux  cents  hommes  tout  au  plus,  et  les 
paflages  ^toient  obftrues  de  femmes. 

*^  On  demande  quelquefois  pourquoi  tant 
de  f<?mmes  a  la  fuite  de  Robefpierre,  chez  lui, 

^  la 
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a  la  tribune  ,<les  Jacobios^  aux  Cordelii^rs^ 
a  la  .Convention  ?  C'eft  que  la  Revolution 
Frangaife  eft  une  religion,  et  que  Robef- 
pierre  y  fait  une  fede :  c'eft  un  pretre  qui 
a  des  dev6te8  ;  mais  il  eft  evident  que  toute 
fa  puiflance  eft  en  quenouille.  Robefpierre 
pr6che,  Robefpierre  cenfure;  il  eft  furieux, 
grave,  melancholique,  exalte  a  froid,  fuivi 
dans  fes  penfees  et  dans  Ta  conduite ;  il 
tonne  contrc  les  riches  et  les  grands ;  il  vit 
de  peu,  et  ne  connoit  pas  les  befoins  phy- 
fiques ;  il  n'a  qu'une  feule  miffion,  c'eft  de 
parler,  et  il  park  prefque  toujours, — II  refufe 
les  places  ou  il  pourroit  fervir  le  peuple,  et 
choifit  -les  poftes  oil  il  croit  pouvoir  le  gou- 
verner ;  il  paroit  quand  il  pent  faire  fenfa- 
tion,  il  difparoit  quand  la  fcene  eft  remplie 
par  d^autres ;  il  a  tons  les  caraderes,  non 
pas  d'un  chef  de  religion,  mais  d'un  chef 
de  fede ;  il  fe  fait  une  reputation  d'auft6> 
rit^  qui  vife  a  la  faintete ;  il  monte  fur  des 
bancs ;  il  p^rle  dc  Dieu  et  de  la  Providence ; 
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il  fe  dit  Tami  des  pauvres  et  des  foibles  ;  U 
fe  fait  fuivre  par  les  femmes  j  i^  re^oit  grave- 
ment  leurs  adorations  et  leurs  faommages ; 
il  difparoit  avant  le  danger,  et  Ton  nc  voit 
que  lui  quand  le  danger  eft  palK.  RobeC- 
pierre  eft  un  prStre,  et  ne  fera  jamais  que 
cela*;' 

Bazire^ 

*  In  the  French  Revolution  certain  men  and  certain 
eirents  have  made  a  temporary  noife^  only  becaufe 
national  turbulence  fwells  and  enlarges  every  thii^ 
*and  becaufe  there  are  but  few  cool  pbfervers,  Thofe 
little  men,  and  thofe  unimportant  ^ents  will  not  em- 
ploy four  lines  of  hiftbry. 

One  of  thofe  incidents  of  a  week  is  the  accuf^on  of 
Robdpierre,  by  a  man  of  great  underftandbg  and 
talents,  but  whofe  imagination  is  more  extenfive  than 
either.  The  accufer  and  the  accufed  have  both  been 
beard,  and  both  have  proved  that  it  is  impoflible  to 
make  a  Di£lator  of  Robefpierre. 

Every  body  remarked  that  a  great  many  women  h^ 
been  brought  to  the  galleries  of  the  National  Affembly 
when  Robefpierre  made  his  defence  ;  adiong  feven  or 
eight  hundred  which  the  galleries  contain,  there  were 
at  the  moft  two  hundred  men,  and  all  the  paflages  were 
filled  with  women. 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(    348    )    . 

November  i  r, 

Bazire,  one  of  the  deputies  for  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Cote  d'Or,  and  ftrongly  attached 
to  the  party  of  Robcfpierre,  made  a  report 

lately 

It  is  fometimes  afked,  how  it  happens  that  fuch  num- 
bers of  women  are  continually  attending  Robefpicrrc 
wherever  he  is,  at  his  own  houfe,  at  the  galleries  of 
the  Jacobins,  of  die  Cordeliers,  and  of  the  Conven- 
tion? 

It  is  becaufe  the  French  Revolution  is  confidered  as 
a  religion,  of  which  Robefpierre  is  the  leader  of  a  feft. 
He  is  a  prieft  who  has  devotees,  but  it  is  evident  that 
all  his  power  is  en  quenouille'* .  Robefpierre  preaches, 
Robefpierre  cenfures  •,  he  is  furious,  grave,  melancholic, 
afFeftedly  exalted,  followed  in  his  opinions,  and  in  his 
condud^  -,  he  thunders  againft  the  rich  and  the  great  \ 
he  lives  on  little,  is  moderate  in  his  natural  appetites ; 
his  chief  miffion  is  to  fpeak,  and  he  fpeaks  continually* 
He  rcf ufes  thofe  offices  in  which  he  might  be  of  fervicc 
to  the  people,  and  choofes  thofe  in  which  he  expeAs 
to  govern  them  \  he  appears  where  he  can  make  a 
figure,  and  disappears  when  the  fcene  is  occupied  by 

♦  This  f  xpreffion  is  ufed  in  the  ancient  French  chronicles  relative  to  the 
focceflloo  of  the  crown»  to  declare  that  women  are  excluded,  /fi  coMrMnt  tm 
France  ue  tomhf  jamais  en  quenouiile.  It  it  now  applied  in  other  cafes>  and 
here  implici  that  Robefjpierrc's  power  is  chie%over  women. 

others  i 
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lately  from  the  Committee  of  General  Safety 
on  the  prefcnt  ftate  of  the  qity  of  Paris. 

In  this  he  reprefented  Paris  as  in  great 
tranquillity— with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  prove 
that  the  armed  force  which  has  been  fo  of- 
ten required  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Conven- 
tion is  not  neceffary* 

He  endeavoured  to  juftify  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  the  maflacrea  of  the  prifohers  in  Septem- 
ber, and  afterwards  made  one  of  the  moft  ipoi- 
probable  aflertions  that  ever  was  imagined^ 
namely,  that  fome  feryants  of  a  lady  of  the 
court  (it  was  imagined  he  meant  Madame 

others ;  he  has  all  the  charaderiftics,  not  of  the  leader 
of  a  religion,  but  of  the  leader  of  a  fe£t ;  he  attempts 
to  eftabliih  a  repucation  of  aufterity  which  points  to 
fanftity  5  he  mounts  on  forms,  and  talks  of  God  and 
of  Providence  j  he  calls  himfelf  the  friend  of  the  poor 
and  of  the  weak  j  he  makes  himfelf  be  followed  by 
women,  and  gravely  accepts  of  their  homage  and  ad* 
miration  j  he  retires  before  danger,  and  nobody  is  fo 
confpicuous  as  he  when  the  danger  is  over.  Robef- 
pierre  is  a  pricft,  and  never  can  be  any  thing  more. 

de 
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dc  Lamballe)  began  the  aflaifinations,  with 
a  view  to  favc  didr  miftrefs.  His  words  are : 
*^  Je  dois  dire  cepcndant,  qu'il  eft  prouve 
que  les  domeftiques  d'une  femme  celebre  ^ 
la  cour  fe  d^guiferent  en  fant-culottes,  8^* 
mdrent  de  piques  et  de  tranchans^  fe  porte* 
rent  aux  prifons,  et  les  premiers  ^gorg^rent 
des  prifonniers  avec  des  marques  de  fureur 
aflez  atroceS)  et  des  propos  zS&nL  violens,  pour 
acquerir  quelque  credit  dans  ]a  foule^  et  fau- 
ver  par  ce  moyen  leur  maitreffe. 

*'  Voila  <|uel8  furent  les  premiers  atiteurs 
de  ces  maflacres  ! 

"  Celui  des  prifonniers  d'Orleans  s*eft  fait 
particulierement  par  des  gens  attaches  au 
fervice  de  la  Reine^  reconnus  a  la  tSte  de 
Tattroupement  de  Verfailles  *.** 
,  And  he  added,  that  as  he  was  in  the 
Committee    of  Surveillance    during   thefe 

fcenes, 

*  I  muft  declare,  however,  that  it  has  been  proved 

that 
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fcenes,  he  knew  fome  important  fafls  relat- 
ing to  them,  whieh  it  would  be  improper  to 
reveal  at  prefent,  but  which  he  would  pub- 
lifh  perhaps  at  fome  futur  eperiodf . 

Bazire  terminated  his  difcourfe  by  blam- 
ing 

4 

that  the  fervants  of  a  lady  of  the  court  difgidfed  them- 
felvcs  like  fans-culottes,  and,  being  armed  with  pikes 
and  other  deadly  weapons,  went  to  the  prifons,  and 
joined  in  the  mafTacres  of  the  prifonera  witli  fuch  fury 
as  they  imagined  would  gain  credit  with  the  populace, 
and  enable  th^m  U>  fave  thelt  miftrefs. 

Thofe  men  were  the  firft  authors  of  the  maflacres. 

As  for  the  maffacre  of  the  Orleans  prifoners,  that 
was  chiefly  executed  by  men  in  the  fervice  of  the  Queen, 
who  are  known  to  have  put  themfelvea  at  the  head  of 
the  band  of  aflaflins  at  VerfaiUes. 

f  When  I  heard  Bazire  pronounce  this,  I  conHdered 
it  as  entirely  falfe ;  but  I  have  been  fince  aiilired,  from 
good' authority,  that  fome  fervants  of  Madame  de  Lam- 
balle  and  of  the  Princefle  de  Tarente,  particularly  die 
valet-de-chambre  of  the  latter,  adually  joined  the 
mob  that  furrounded  the  priTon  of  La  Force,  and,  by 
adopting  the  furious  language  of  the  mob,  endeavoured' 
to  gain  fo  much  credit  as  would  enable  them  to  fvrc 
,  their  miftrefles.  But  thefe  fervants  in  no  other  way 
joined  with  the  aflallins ',  and  the  plan^  ^hich  certainly^ 
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iDg  the  condud  of  thofe  who  were  conti-* 
nually  mentioning  thefe  fcenes  in  Septem- 
ber,  which,  he  infinuated,  had  been  of  nrore 
fervice  to  the  confolidating  of  the  Revolution 
than  at  firft  fight  might  appear ;  and  he  ad- 
•vifcd  all  parties  to  forget  their  former  difie- 
rences,  wave  all  idea  of  accufations  on  the 
account  of  the  fcenes  in  September,  and  upite 
in  mutual  confidence  and  friendfhip  for  the 
public  welfare. 

While  Bazire  was  in  this  manner  preach' 
ing  peace  and  tranquillity,  the  Aflembly  was 
in  an  uproar^  and  the  adions  and  exclama* 
tions  of  the  members  indicated  fury  and 
deadly  hatred. 

Some  called  out  for  printing  and  difperf- 
ing  the  report,  others  oppofed  it* 

At  laft  St.  Andre,  formerly  a  calvinift 

was  formed  on  the  moft  generous  motives,  did  fucceed 
with  ^regard  to  Madame  de  Tarente. 

The  aflertion  refpecling  the  Queen's  fenrants  at  Vcr- 
failles  is  without  any  foundation. 

minifter. 
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ininiftcr,  how  a  deputy  for  the  ciepartmcht 
du  Lot,  one  of  the  mod  violent  partifans  of 
Robefpiwre,  made  a  fpeech,  the  tendency  of 
which  was  to  prove  the  utility  of  printing 
iand  difperfing  the  report;  which  would  fliew 
the  good  people  how  unanimolis  the  Con- 
vention was  J  that  all  former  feeds  of  diflen* 
lion  were  now  blafted  j  that  there  was  no  ap- 
pearance of  diftruft  or  accufation ;  aiid  would 
remove  the  error  in  which  the  departments 
were,  in  believing  there  was  any  need  of  a 
/guard  for  the  Convention,  where  mutual 
confidiencc,  freedotti  of  opinion,  and  tran* 
•  quillity  reigned. 

The  falfehood  of  thefe  repirefentationsj 
which  were  delivered  in  a  canting  hypocriti* 
cal  tone,  were  fo  well  known  to  tlie  Aflem- 
bly,  that  they  produced  a  laugh  j  after  which 
Buzot  faid)  ^*  I  (hould  be  glad  to  fe^  real  union 
founded  on  mutual  efteem  eftablifhed  among 
us;  but  there  can  be  neither  efteem  nor 
Union  between  the  heroes  of  the  loth  of  Au- 

VOL.  II*       ^  A  a  guft 
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guft  and  the  aflaHins  of  September ;  there 
can  be  no  union  between  virtue  and  vice.'' 

At  this  phrafe,  murmurs  were  heard. 

**  I  defpife  tbefe  murmurs,"  rcfumed  Bu- 
zot  J  *'  I  am  as  little  enriched  by  the  mafla- 
crcs  as  by  the  civil  lift.  I  confider  Bazire's 
report  as  an  apology  for  the  maflacres,  and 
entirely  falfe,  and  I  oppofe  its  being  printed." 

Buzot's  fpeech  prevented  Bazire's  report 
from  being  printed  ;  but  the  debate  on  this 
occafion  augmented  that  hatred  and  animo- 
fity  which  before  was  too  violent  between 
the  two  parties.  The  Girondifts  in  general 
have  expreffed  fiich  a  determination  of  pro* 
fecuiing  the  authors  of  the  maflacres,  and 
have  fhewn  fuch  contempt  for  the  under- 
ftanding  of  their  oppbnents,  as  feems  to  have 
kindled  mortal  hatred,  and  an  implacable 
thirft  of  revenge  in  the  breafls  of  the  latter. 

November  12. 
An  event  has  taken  place  \\4iich  has  raifed 

the 
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the  fpirits  of  the  Convention,  before  too 
lofty,  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  exahation. 

I  was  in  the  Affembly  when  letters  were 
received  from  Dumourier  with  an  account 
of  a  vidory  obtained  by  him  at  Jemmappe, 
which  was  followed  by  the  furrender  of 
Mons  to  the  French  troops.  An  aid- de- 
camp of  the  General  flood  at  the  ban  -After 
the  letters  had  been  read,  he  addrefTed  the 
Convention  to  this  effed : 

•*  Citizens  ReprefentativeSt 

*M  am  a  foldier,  and  no  orator;  but  I  will 
inform  you  of  one  memorable  thing  of 
which  I  was  witnefs  on  that  day.  Baptifle^ 
valet-de-chambre  to  General  Dumourier, 
rallied  fome  fquadrons  in  the  midft  of  the 
battle,  put  himfelf  at  their  head,  led  them 
again  to  the  enemy,  and  ieized,  fword  in 
hand,  a  poft  of  importance.'* 

One  of  the  fecretaries  then  read  a  paflage 

from  a  letter  of  the  General  to  the  War  Mi- 

sifter,  in  which  he  recommends  Baptifte, 

A  a  2  confirms 
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'confirms  the  account  which  the  aid-de-camp 
had  given  of  his  gallant  behaviour  in  the  ac- 
tion, with  this  additional  circumfttince — that 
when  Dumourier  offered  a  pecuniary  recom- 
penfe  to  Baptifte,  the  latter  declared  that  he 
defired  no  other  reward  than  that  of  being 
permitted  to  wear  the  national  uniform, 

Baptifte  was  brought  to  the  bar,  and  iti 

the  midft  of  loud  and  repeated  applaufe  it 

was  decreed,"  That  the  citizen  Baptifte,  who 

had  rallied  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  four 

battalions  of  volunteers,  at  the  battle  near 

Mens,  ftiould  receive  the  fraternal  kifs  of  the 

.Prefijdcnt  of  the  Convention  ;  that  he  fliould 

,be  clothed  and  armed  at  the  cxpence  of  the 

Republic ;  and  that  theMinifter  at  War  fhould 

-authorifc  General  Dumourier  to  give  him  a 

'  commiflion  in  his  army.** 

A  variety  qf  letters  were  then  read  rek- 

tive  to  thimourier's  operations  before  the 

•battle,  and  until  hi&  making  himfelf  mafter 

^of  Mons.j  ia  which  the  officers  who  had 

t  moft 
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moft  cfiftinguiflied  tfaemfelTes  were  men^ 
doned,  many  of  whom  were  fcverely 
wounded:  one  officer  in  particular  of  the 
Gendarmerie  Natienale,  received  one-and- 
forty  wounds  with  fabres,  after  having'killed 
feven  of  the  enemy  with  his  own  hand.^ 
Dumourier  alfo  highly  praifes  young  Ge- 
neral Egalite  for  his  intrepid  and  Ikilful 
conduft,  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Larue  ^  his 
aidrde-camp,  with  whom  he  fends  the  dif- 
patches. 

Monfieur  Egalite  himfelf,  Who  had  never 
before  ventured  to  fpeak  in  the  AffcmM^, 
thought  this  a  favourable  moment  for  him 
to  appear  in  the  tribune:  he*  fald  thaj^ie 
wiihed  to  communicate  to  the  Coaventiop 
what  General  Dumourier's  modefty  :hali 
prevented  him  from  mentioning ;  pam^Iy, 
that  he  had  perfonally  led  oh  the  troojJs 
who  had  taken  feveral  redoubts  fword  in 
hand. 

Cattibon  faid,  *^  As  many  citizens  may  l»e 
A  a  3  near 
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^ear  death  in  the  various  provinces  of 
France,  I  require,  that  extraordinary  cou^ 
tiers  may  be  immediately  fenc  to  ail  the  de- 
partments, that  our  dying  countrymen  may 
enjoy  the  comfort  of  being  acquainted  with 
the  triumph  of  the  Republic  before  they 
expire." 

Jean  Dcbry  propofed  that  the  fixth  of  No*- 
vember,  on  which  the  viftoryof  Jemmappc 
W9S  gained,  (hould  b^  appoint^  as  a  day  of 
annual  rejoicing. 

Lafource  oppofcd  this, "  Let  us  wait,**  faid 
he,  **  until  the  triumph  of  Libeny  is  complete, 
by  the  defeat  of  all  the  tyrants  at  war  with 
m ;  let  us  not  by  partial  diftindions  create 
jealoufy  in  the  other  armies  of  the  Repub- 
fie:  remember  the  fucccfs  of  Cuftine,  and 
the  20th  of  September,  which  does  fo  much 
honour  t6  Kellermann/^ 

**  Let  us  decree  no  national  rejoicing,^ 
faid  Barrere,  "  when  fo  many  men  have  pe^ 
rifhed.     The  ancients,  after  their  vidlories, 
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appointed  funeral  ceremonies  only.  Tyrants 
order  tejoicings,  although  their  fubjeAs  have 
periffied;  Shall  republicans  imitate  the  un- 
feeling joy  of  tyrants?  You  ordained  with 
/propriety  a  public  rejoicing  for  the  conqueft 
of  Savoy,  becaufe  it  coft  no  blood.  Here  4000 
men  have  periflied  ;  the  Auftrians  are  men  ; 
300*  French  have  likewife  pcriflied,  and  yet 
you  talk  of  rejoicing  !'* 

But  Vergniaud,  with  a  difcernment  fupe- 
jior  to  fuch  unnatural  and  affeded  fenti* 
ments^  faid,  **  Undoubtedly  men  have  pe- 
rifhed,  but  the  caufe  of  freedom  is  trium- 
phant. Let  us  beware  of  metaphyfical  ab-  • 
ft'radions :  the  love  of  glory,  of  our  country 
and  of  liberty  arc  natural  to  man  ;  and  wc, 
as  legiflators,  ought  to  cherifli  thofe  generous 
fcndmcnts  in  the  hearts  of  our  countrymen. 

*  It  cannot  be  believed  that  this  account  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  is  juft.  Private  letters  from  the  ar.ry 
ftatc  a  much  greater  irumbcr  of  the  French  araong  the 
i^ain. 

A  a  4  Wretched 
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Wretched  is  the  philoibphy  wliich  dampa 
them !  If  fuch  fentimcDts  had  act  glowed 
in; the  breall$  of  Frenchmen^  where  0iould 
we  now  have  been  ?  where  our  armies  ? 
where  our  viftories  ?  One  way  to  keep  this 
facred  fire  alive,  is  public  rejoicings  on  fuch 
pccafions  as  the  prefent,  Let  a  national  feaft^ 
therefore,  be  decreed  for  the  fuccefs  of  all 
our  armies.  To  a  funeral  oration's  being 
pronounced  on  the  fame  occaiion  I  give  my 
confent ;  but  th^it  a  national  feaft  be  decreed, 
I  demand/' 

The  feaft  was  decreed, 

Baptifte,  who  had  withdrawn  immedl* 
ately  after  the  decree  had  pafTed  in  hi»  fa* 
vour,  now  appeared  again  at  the  bar,  dreffcd 
in  the  uniform  of  the  National  Guards;,  he 
is  a  handfome  and  genteel  young  man.  The 
aid-de-camp,  who  had  remained  at  the  bay 
while  the  other  was  withdrawn,  threw  his 
arms  around  his  neck  and  embraced  him 
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die  inftant  he  aj^ared.  The  hall  refGfUiide4 
vrith  reiterated  applaufe. 

*•  Brave  citizen/*  laid  the  Prefident;,**  ethf 
ter  within  the  fanduary  of  law ;  the  leg^ 
lators  are  impatient  to  have  one  who  de« 
ferves  fo  well  of  his  country,  feated  among 
them;  they  are  impatient  till  you  receive  the  > 
rccompenfe  due  to  your  intrepidity/* 

Baptifte    and  Lieutenant-colonel    Larue 
entered  into  the  AflemWy ;  the  former  was 
led  up  to  the  tribune,  where  the  Prefident 
falutcd  him,  and  prcfented  him  with  a  fword 
as  the  gift  of  his  country.     How  exquifite 
muft  have  been  the  fenfations  of  this  young 
man  at  that  moment !  the  mere  idea  of  them 
'was  delightfully  affefting.      When  a  gen* 
tlcman  diftinguifhes  himfelf  by  any  noble 
aAion,  he  attrads  praife  and  admiration,  al- 
though we  prefume  that  he  has  had  honour- 
able fentiments  inculcated  into   his     mind 
from  his  infancy ;  but  when  one  born  in  the 
loweft  rank,  who  has  not  received  the  ad- 
vantage of  education,  and  whofe  chief  con- 
cern 
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ctrn  £ot  a  ^oniiderable  part  of  his  life,  prcK 
baWy,  was  to  ward  off  the  mifery  of  want, 
and  fecure  daily  bread,  difplays  a  mind  fu* 
perior  to  every  fordid  confideration,  and 
capable  of  the  moft  generous  effort — fuch  a 
man  affuredly  is  an  objea  of  ftili  greater  ad» 
miration. 

November  13. 
'Hie   battalion   of  Marfeillois  and  foine 
federes  from  other  departments,  now  at  Pa- 
ris, give  uneafinefs  to  the  party  of  Dant09 
and  Robefpierre,  in  fpite  of  their  influence 
in  the  General  Council  and  in  the  fuburbs: 
they  find  that  Roland  is  fupportcd  by  ^  mai- 
jority  in  the  Convention :  they  fear  that  this 
will  continue  to  be  the  cafe  as  long  as  the 
Marfeillois  and  federes  remain  in  the  capita].. 
Their  prefence  damps  the  energy  of  the  par- 
triots  of  St.  Antoine,  and  prevents  Danton 
from  reaping  the  full  benefit  of  their  attachr 
ment.     Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  ren-r 
der  the  Marfeillois  odious^  and  excite  a  jear    • 
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loufy  of  them  in  the  minds  of  the  fuhurb 
fans-culottes.  It  was  expedted  that,  confid- 
ing in  their  numberf«,  the  latter  would  have 
driven  the  ftrangcr?;  out  of  Paris;  but  the  very- 
name  of  Marfeillcis  keeps  the  fuburb  patriot* 
ip  cheeky  and  fihhough  the  courage  of  the  for- 
mer has  not  been  put  to  the  proof  fince  their 
^irrival  at  Paris,  that  of  their  townfmen,  to 
which  the  fans-culottes  were  wicneffes  on  the 
jtoth  of  Auguft,  impreOes  their  minds  with 
an  Awful  refped  fpr  the  fmall  band  from  the 
fam?  town,  now  at  the  capital 

A  8  it  was  found  difficult  to  drive  them 
out  of  Paris  by  force,  a  plan  was  formed  to 
get  rid  of  them  by  policy. 

Pache  has  been  War  Minifter  ever  fince 
Servan  was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  army  on  the  frontiers  next  to  Spain.  H? 
pwed  his  fituation  entirely  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  Roland  ;  but  Danton  and  Robef- 
pierre  have  had  the  addrefs  to  convince  him 
that  he  will  have  the  beft  chance  of  retain- 
ing 
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ing  it,  by  attaching  himfelf  to  them,  and 
Pache  like  many  others,  being  more  influ- 
enced by  the  favours  he  expeds  than 
by  thofe  he  has  already  received,  is  fup* 
pofed    to  have   entered   into   their  views. 

Culline  lately  made  a  requifition  of  rein^- 
forcements  for  his  army :  Pache  informed  thp 
Military  Committee  of  this,  and  at  the  fame 
time  hinted  that  it  would  be  proper  to  fend 
all  the  federes  now  at  Paris,  as  part  of  the 
reinforcement.  This  plan  had  the  bet*- 
ter  chance  of  fucceeding,  as  the  firft  fuggef- 
tion  came  from  Pache,  a  man  fuppofed  to  be 
the  friend  of  Roland,  and  as  none  of  the 
principal  members  of  Danton*s  party  feemed 
to  intfereft  themfelves  in  it. 

It  was  no  fooner  mentioned  in  the  Con- 
vention, however,  than  Buzot  faw  through 
the  whole  fcheme,  and  unfolded  it  at  full 
length,  as  an  intrigue  to  expofe  the  Con-' 
vention  to  the  moft  mortifying  of  all  fitua- 
^ions,  and  fubjedi  them  to  the  infolence  of  a 
4  fadion 
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fa^ion  T^hich  had  the  diredion  of  the  in*- 
habitants  of  two  of  the  fuburbs. 

Barbaroux  alfo  reprefented  it  as  an  abo- 
minable confpiracy,  which,  if  carried  into 
execution,  might  expofe  the  lives  of  many 
of  tlie  Deputies,  and  end  in  the  pillage  of 
Paris :  he  infifted  that  XhtfidMs  could  not 
be  of  fo  much  fervice  to  their  country  any 
*  where  as  at  the  capital,  where  they  were 
ever  ready  to  join  with  the  mod  refpedl-  ' 
able  citizens  in  defence  of  the  legiflative 
body,  and  for  the  protedion  of  property, 

Cambon  being  ftruck  with  the  obferva- 
tions  made  by  Buzot  and  Barbaroux, 
and  with  the  recolledion  of  fome  fcenes 
that  had  been  a£ted  immediately  after  the 
tenth  of  Auguft,  afcended  the  tribune  with 
a  precipitation,  and  raifed  his  voice  to  a  pitch 
that  furprifed  the  AfTembly,  and  commanded 
their  attention*  He  put  them  in  mind  of 
the  tyrannical  manner  in  which  the   laft 
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Aflembly  had  been  treated  by  thofc  men 
^ho  had  the  dire6ion  of  the  Fauxbourgs, 
and  by  that  General  Council  who  on  the 
tenth  of  Auguft  had  feized  the  government, 
and  infulled  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Na- 
tion. He  afked  if  they  had  forgotten'  that 
thofe  ufurpers  had  ordered  the  barriers  to 
be  fhut,  the  tocfin  to  be  founded;  that  they 
had  threatened  the  members;  and  that  when 
the  Swifs  who  had  refigned  their  arms  were 
placed  within  the  walls  of  the  Aflfembly, 
and  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  public  faiih, 
a  gang  of  blood-thirfty  ruffians  had  come 
to  the  doors  of  the  Aflembly^hall,  and  de- 
manded that  they  ihould  be  delivered  up 
to  their  favage  rage;  that  thofc  furious 
men  were  on  the  point  of  burfting  into 
the  Aflembly,  and  dragging  them  out  to 
be  flaughtered  ;  and  that  they  were  not 
turned  from  their  purpofe  till  Lacroix  and 
fome  other  deputies  begged  of  them  upon 
'7  their 
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their  knees  not  to  proceed  to  fo  horrid  an 
outrage  * !  • 

**  Would  you  be  again  fubjedcd  to  the 
fame  tyranny  ?**  continued  Cambon,  "  If  fo, 
order  the  Jederes  to  Icaye  Paris  before  an 
armed  force  is  decreed  and  cftabliftied  for 
the  protection  of  the  Convention;  put  your- 
felves  again  in  the  power  of  thofe  whofe 
defpotifm  you  have  experienced — the  very 
tyrants  who  enflaved  the  Legiflative  Affem- 
bly ;  and  foon,  in  the  midft  of  anarchy  and 
civil  war,  the  French  Cromwell  will  appear, 
and  tell  you  that  he  will  be  your  Protedor, 
and  give  you  peace  ;  that  you  (land  in  need 
of  his  popularity  and  defpotifm  to  render 
you  happy.  But  no ;  we  will  have  no  Pro- 
tedor,  no  King,  no  Triumvirs,  no  Tribunes, 
we  will  be  free  ;  for  which  purpofe,  let  us 
fecure  the   independency  of  the  National 

*  Although  I  was  in  the  National  Aflembly  when  this 
happened,  I  was  ignorant  of  it  at  that  time,  and  therefore 
It  is  not  infertcd  in  the  Journal ;  but  Lacroix,  on  the  pre- 
feftt  occaCon,  confirmed  the  truth  of  Cambon's  aflcrtioA. 
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Aflcmbly,  and  on  no  pretext  allow  the 
federis  to  be  removed  from  Paris  till  an 
organized  force  b  formed  from  all  the  de- 
partments of  the  Republic,  which  can  pre- 
vent the  Reprefentatives.  from  being  under 
the  influence  of  one  department  only.** 

Cambon  pronounced  this  with  great  fire 
and  energy,  which  fecmed  to  proceed  en-^^ 
tirely  from  the  ftrong  convidion  he  felt  of 
the  importance  of  his  fubjedl  j  and  which 
had  the  greater  efiedl,  as  his  ufual  ftyle 
of  fpealdng  is  uncommonly  cold  and  unin- 
terefting^  His  manner  is  awkward,  and 
his  countenance  dull.  He  is  of  a  metho- 
dical,  calculating  turn  of  mind,  and  confidered 
as  their  beft  finandcn  I  have  frequently 
heard  him  fpeak  before  j  and  generally  when 
he  began,  I  heard  it  obferved — ^  Now 
we  fliall  have  fomething  worth  hearing; 
this  is  a  man  of  admirable  good  fenfe;*' 
but  I  always  found  his  good  fenfe 
fo  excefSvely  tirefome,  that  I  never  coidd 
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liften  to  it  long^  But  on  this  occafiofi 
he  commanded  all  my  attention^  and 
his  difcourfe  made  2^  ftrdng  imprefiioa 
on  the  Affemblyj  it  is  believed  to  have 
contributed  more  than  all  that  had  beefl 
previoufly  faid,  to  the  failure  of  the  plan 
which  had  been  very  artfully  arranged  for 
fending  away  thtfederis. 

The  importance  put  on  filch  a  qileflion  a$ 
this,  (hews  how  very  loofe  and  unfettled  the 
$tffairs  of  this  country  are  j.and  that  in  whofe 
hands  the  government  is  to  remain,  depend« 
more  on  the  fans-culottes  of  two  or  three  of 
the  fuburbs  of  Paris,  and  a.  handful  of  de-» 
termined  fellows  from  Marfeilles,  than  on 
the  unbiaiTed  will  of  the  Conventional  Af«* 
fembly* 

Roland  and  the  Girondifts  feem  to  be  ia 
fomething  of  the  fame  fituation  that  the 
Court  was  in  a  little  before  the  tenth  of 
Augtift*  The  party  of  Dantoa  and  Robef- 
picrre  are  as  earncft  for  the  lieftrudion  of 
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the  firft,  as  ever  they  were  for  that  of  the 
fccond ;  and  they  fccm  preparmg  to  attempt 
it  by  the  fame  means* 

The  Court  a  little  before  that  epoch  had 
the  majority  of  the  National  Aflembly  ^ith 
them — Roland's  party  have  the  majority  of 
the  Convention  with  them  at  prefent. 

The  Court  had  a  battalion  of  Swifs  and 
a  band  of  gentlemen  to  protect  them.  The 
Girondifts  have  a  battalion  of  men  from 
Marfeilles  and  iomt  fedires  from  other  de^ 
partments  for  their  guards :  whether  thefc 
laft  will  prove  more  fuccefsful  than  the 
Swifs  is  yet  to  be  tried.  In  the  mean  time 
it  is  evident  that  each  party  is  more  afraid 
of  the  other,  than  either  is  of  all  their  ex- 
ternal enemies. 

November  14, 
Some  days  ago  I  faw  the  following  ar- 
'  tick  in  the  Chronique  de  Paris :  ' 

"  Lorfque  Louis  a  etc  copduit  au  Temple, 
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11  nWoit  pas  le  fols ;  le  citoyen  Petion  lui 
a  prSte  deux  mille  livres*  Voici  fon  billet : 

"Le  Roi  reconnoit  avoir  re9U  de  M.  Potion 
la  fomme  de  2526  liv,  y  compris  526  liv. 
que  MM.  les  CommifTaires  de  la  Mumci- 
palit^  fe  font  charges  de  remettre  k  M.  Hue^ 
qui  les  avoit  avances  pour  le  fervice  du  RoL 

Pan's^  ce  3  Sepiembre 

1 792,  (Sigii6)    Louis  *.•• 

I  had  the  curiofity  to  flicw  this  to  a  per- 
fon  whom  I  knew  to  be  of  Petion's  acquaint- 
ance, alking  him,  at  the  fame  time,  if  he 
believed  it. 

*  When  Lewis  was  conduced  to  the  Temple,  he 
had  not  a  penny;  Citizen  Petion  lent  hinLt>iro  thoufand 
livrcs — here  follows  his  receipt : 

The  King,  acknowledges  having  received  from  M. 
Petion  the  fum  of  2526  livres,  526  livres  of  which 
the  Commiflioners  of  the  Municipality  are  to  pay  to 
M.  Hue,  who  bad  advanced  them  for  the  fervice  of  the 
King. 

Paris,  this  3d  of  Sept.  1792.  ("Signed)    Loujs. 
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He  faid  he  could  not  tell  whether  it  was 
tnle  or  not,  but  that  he  would  inform  me  of 
fomething  to  the  fame  purpofe,  which  I 
might  depend  upon  was  true;*  He  then 
told  me,  that,  having  fome  bufinefs  with  the 
Mayor,  he  had  waited  on  him  on  the  31ft 
of  Auguft ;  that  while  he  was  with  him  a 
letter  was  delivered  to  the  Mayor,  which 
having  read  he  threw  carelefsly  on  the 
table,  and  faid  to  the  fervant.  Very  welL 
He  then  turned  to  my  acquaintance,  and 
converfed  with  him  on  the  bufinefs  which 
had  brought  him  there  ;  and  afterwards,  as 
he  happened  to  have  his  eyes  fixed  on 
the  letter,  which  lay  open  on  the  table,  the 
Mayor  faid,  You  may  read  it,  if  you  pleafe. 
—It  was  from  the  King,  and  what  follows 
is  a  literal  tranflation  : 

"  The  King  would  be  glad  that  Mr.Petion 
gave  ananfwer  tothe  letter  written  to  him  five 
days  ago— this  is  the  laft  day  of  the  month,  and 
he  has  received  no  money  to  defray  his  ex- 
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penc^s :  tibe  King  will  be  obliged  to  Mr.  Pe^* 
tion^  if  he  will  let  him  know  what  he  is  to 
receive^  and  fend  him  an  anfwer  to-daj* 

(Signed)        Louis,'* 
Counterfigned  by  two  other  names. 

The  patience  ^yith  which  the  King  ban 
endured  every  hardflbip  which  preflTed  on 
blmfelf  alone,  gives  reafon  to  believe  that 
he  has  been  prevailed  on  to  write  on  this 
fubjeft  from  a  confideration  for  others ;  it 
is  probable  that  the  firft  letter  was  writtea 
by  fome  attendant,  and  that  this  not  having 
been  anfwered,  the  King  has  been  under 
the  neceffity  of  writing  the  fecond  himfelf. 

That  either  was  necefTary  is  abominable, 
and  betrays  real  meannefs  of  fpirit  in  thoie 
who  are  affecting  grandeur  of  mind  and  a 
manner  of  thinking  fuperior  t6  vulgar  pr^ 
judices. 

Norember  15. 

It  is  difficult  to  be  informed  of  the  treat- 
B  b  3  ment 
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ment  which  the  Royal  Family  are  fubjeacd 
to  in  the  Temple.  Many  circumftances  of 
a  public  nature,  however^  indicate,  that  it  is 
indelicate  and  harfli  in  the  higheft  degree. 

A  Committee  appointed  by  the  General 
Council  of  the  Commune  of  Paris  fit  there 
conftantly,  apd,  accordingto  diredlions  given, 
regulate  every  thing  refpeding  the  Royal 
Family. 

As  they  have  been  more  clofely  confined 
of  late,  and  not  feen  by  the  Guards  which 
do  duty  at  the  Temple,  a  report  ^was  fpread 
that  the  King  had  efcaped,  although  the 
fame  number  of  men  as  ufual  continued  to 
mount  guard :  it  was  faid,  that  this  was  done 
merely  to  deceive  the  people,  till  fome  ex- 
cufe  could  be  thought  of  to  avert  the  public 
indignation  from  the  Committee  for  their 
negligence  or  treachery.  Full  of  this  idea, 
a  body  of  men  from  the  Seftions  of  Paris, 
who  were  on  guard  at  the  Temple,  infifted 
upon  feeing  the  King  and  Royal  Family, 
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that  they  might  be  fatisfied  themfelves,  aod 
enabled  to  fatisfy  their  fellow  citizens,  that 
die  King  actually  was  in  the  Temple,  and 
that  they  were  not  guarding  empty  apart- 
ments, as  was  ftrongly  fufpefted. 

The  Municipal  Officers  refufed  to  com- 
ply with  this  demand;  the  guard  infiftcd, 
and  tlireatened  to  force  their  way  into  the 
apartments,  Santerre  was  fent  for :  he  ex* 
poftulated  with  thofe  mutineers,  and  aflured 
them,  that  all  the  family  were  fafe  in  the' 
prifon.  This  at  length  fatisfied  the  volun- 
teers from  the  Sedions ;  but  the  cannoniers 
perfifted  in  their  demand,  and  Santerre  was 
under  the  neceffity  of  appealing  to  the  mul- 
titude aflembled  at  the  gates  of  the  Tem- 
ple, who  in  charader  of  Peuple  Souverain 
decided  againft  the  cannoniers,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  give  up  the  point. 

The  Municipal  Committee,  to  whofe  care 

the  Royal  Family  are   peculiarly  entrufted, 

have  made  frequent  reports  to  the  Genera] 
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Council,  in  which  they  pretend,  that  thcrd 
feems  to  be  a  plan  of  delivering  ^hcm  from 
the  Temple — and  the  fmalleft  accidental  dr- 
cumftances  which  occur  are  confideredasfig* 
nals  from  without,*  which  are  fully  under* 
Hood  by  the  prifoners^within. — Mention  has 
been  made  in  thofe  returns  to  the  General 
Council,  of  a  man's  being  heard  playing  on  a 
flute  at  midnight,  of  the  fongs  that  are  fung 
in  the  ftrcct,  the  expreflio-;s  ufed  by  the 
common  criers  that  pafs ;  and  it  is  infmua^ 
ted  that  by  all  thefe,  more  is  nieant  thaa 
m^ts  the  ear.  Some  time  fince,  the  Com* 
mittee  reprcfented,  that  when  the  family 
walked  in  the  garden,  or  appeared  on  tha 
balcony,  a  number  of  perfons  came  to  the 
windows  of  the  adjacent  houfes,  and  made 
iignals,  which  feemed  to  be  undcrftood  by 
the  prifoners,— One  Member  of  the  Coun* 
cil  propofed,  that,  to  prevent  this  laft,  the 
King  and  Royal  Family  (bould  never  be 
permitted  to  come  into  the  open  air,  till  it 
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was  fodark  that  theycould  not  to  be  feen';  aiit 
ether  propofed  to  raife  the  walls  ia  the  gar* 
den;  and  make  fuch  alterations  in  the  Temple 
as  would  effedually  prevent  the  prifonen 
from  being  feen  by  any  perfon  without* 

Both  thefe  ingenious  propofals  were  ren« 
dered  unneceflTary  by  an 'order  from  tht 
Council,  that  all  the  family  (hould  be  pre* 
vented  from  walking  in  the  garden,  or  even 
appearing  at  the  win^iows  of  their  apart- 
ments; and  when  they  affemble  at  the  hour 
of  dinner,  which  is  always  in  the  prefence 
of  one  or  two  Municipal  Officers;  every 
look,  word,  or  gefture  of  the  unhappy  pri^ 
foners  is  obfcrved,  interpreted,  and  frequent* 
ly  reported  to  the  Council  General  as  having 
a  myfterious  meaning. 

Among  other  circumftances  equally  un* 
important,  it  was  mentioned  in  one  of  the 
memorials  of  the  Committee,  made  a  con* 
fiderable  time  ago,  that  the  King  continued 
to  wear  his  fiat  and  ribbons,  which  raifed  the 
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petulance  of  the  author  of  a  daily  journal, 
whoy  on  the  fubjefl:  of  this  memorial,  expref- 
fes  himfelf  in  the  following  indecent  terms : 
^^  Si  Louis  avoit  le  fens  commun,  il  auroit 
quitt6  lui-meme  toutcs  ccs  chamarrures  feo- 
dales  ;  il  feroit  aujourd'hui  Republicain,  c'eft 
^•dire,  plus  qu'un  Roi  j  car  un  Roi  n'eft  que 
kpremier  efclave  de  fon  empire*,'* — He  then 
adds^  that,  fo  far  from  ftripping  him  of  them, 
it  would  be  better,  provided  the  nation  allows 
him  to  live,  to  condemn  him  to  wear  thofe 
ihameful  emblems  for  life;  and  propofes 
that  all  who  fhould  be  coovided  of  certain 
crimes  fhould  be  fentenced  to  the  fame  pu** 
nifhment — and  concludes  :  **  Qu'on  les  ex- 
poikt  aux  regards  du  peuple  bardes  de  cor^ 
dons,  et  Thabit  garni  d'aigles,  de  pigeons, 
delephans,  de  moutpns;  les  Romains  ne 

*  If  Lewis  had  common  fenfc,  he  would  of  hia  own 
accord  hare  thrown  afide  all  thofe  feudal  trappings  i 
he  would  by  this  time  have  become  a  Republican, 
which  is  being  greater  than  a  King  ;  for  a  King  is  onlf 
the  higheft  flavc  in  his  own  dominions^ 
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d^pouilloient  pas  les  rois  vaiocus  de$  attribute 
de  laroyaute;  ils  les  enrcvStoient  au  contraiife 
avec  grand  foin,  et  cela  pour  cracher  deffusV* 
The  Council  General  however  faw  this 
in  a  different  point  of  view.    Eager  to  dis- 
play a  conrempt  for  ariftocracy,  and  con*, 
ftantly  aflerting  that  the  people  in  general 
deteft  monarchy,  they  cannot  help  often  be- 
traying a  dread  of  the  firft,  and  a  fufpicion 
that  the  nation  (till  retains  its  dd  affedion 
for  the  fecond — they  feem  afraid  of  every 
thing  that  puts  them  in  mind  of  either*  M«^ 
nuel  was  ordered  to  go  to  the  Temple,  and 
announce  to  the  King,  that  as  royalty  was 
aboliflied,  there  was  no   propriety  in  his 
wearing  his  former  ornaments  any  longer^ 
The  dialogue  whiqh  pafled  between  the 

♦  Let  them  be  cxpofed  to  the  view  of  the  people  co* 
.vered  with  ribbons,  and  their  clothes  trimmed  wi^ 
pigeons,  elephants^  eagles  and  iheep  |  the  Romans  did 
not  ftrip  the  vanquifhed  Kings  of  the  emblems  of  roy-^ 
^tj.  ,  On  the  contrary,  they  carefully  drefled  them  ia 
them  for  the  purpofe  of  fpittingon  them* 
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King  and  Manuel  on  this  occafion,  has  been 
publiihed  in  fome  of  the  Jouroals,  probably 
hy  Manuel  himfelf :  even  from  this  account  it 
appears,  that  the  King  received  this  meffiige 
with  that  manly   indifference,  and  uadif- 
turbed   refignation,  which  he  has    fli^wa 
fmce  the  beginning  of  his  misfortunes.     I 
have  always  heard  that  Lewis  XVL  never 
was  much  affected  by  the  magnificence  of 
royalty,  even  when  he  poffeffed  it  in  its 
higheft  fplendpur ;  he  feems  now  to  be  as 
little  affeded  by  the  lofs  of  it ;  and  the  nuH 
lice  of  his  enemies,  difplayed  in  thefe  paltry 
inftances,  inftead  of  throwing  difgrace  on 
the  Monarch,  renders   his  good  qualities 
more  confpicuouit 

November  i6. 
In  a  work  publifhed  fome  years  agot,  I 
endeavoured  to  give  an  idea  of  that  enthu;» 
iiaftic  attachment  and  affedion,  which  the 

• .    '    ♦  View  of  Society  and  Manners  in  France,  &c, 
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French  of  thofe  days  had,  or  pretended  to 
hive,  for  their  Monarchs. 

They  fpoke  of  loyalty  zs  a  quality  of  the 
mind,  like  gcnerofity  or  courage :  they  feem- 
cd  proud  to  think  that  they  poffefled  this 
quality,  if  not  exclufively,  at  leaftin  a  higher 
degree  than  any  other  people ;  and  every 
Frenchman  wiflied  to  be  thought  loyal,  as 
every  man  wiflies  to  be  thought  generous 
or  brave.  They  feemed  even  to  confider 
it  as  a  virtue,  which  ought  to  be  cheriflied  in 
the  breaft  of  the  fubjeft,  independent  of 
the  good  qualities,  and  in  fpite  of  the  bad 
qualities,  of  the  Sovereign;  and  they  were 
vaun  to  point  out  to  ftrangers  how  far  their , 
countrymen  furpafled  all  others  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  it. 

An  Englifh  officer,  after  having  paflTed 
fome  days  at  Verfailles  during  the  reign  of 
Lewis  XV.  fupped  in  company  with  feve* 
ral  French  Gentlemen  on  the  evening  that  he 
xeturned  to  Paris^  The  converfation  turned 
5  on 
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oa  the  great  attachment  and  afiedion  of  the 
Frenbh  nation  to  their  monarchs ;  and  one  of 
the  company  underftanding  that  the  court 
had  been  greatly  crowded,  and  that  many 
people  of  diftindion  from  Paris  had  been  at 
Verlailles  during  the  oflScer^s  refidence  there, 
aiked  him  if  he  had  not  been  furprifed  at 
feeing  fuch  marks  of  loyalty. 

**  No/'  replied  the  officer,  **  I  Ihould  have 
been  furprifed  if  I  had  not  feen  them/* 

**  To  be  furc,''  refumed  the  Frenchman, 
^'  the  KiDg  is  the  moft  amiable  man  in  the 
world,  and  it  is  quite  natural  that  all  the 
world  fhould  love  him*'* 

''  that  is  indifpuuble,'*  faid  the  officer ; 
**  but  I  was  thinking  of  other  reafons  which 
thofe  I  faw  fo  affiduoufly  paying  their  court 
to  the  King  might  have,  and  which  are  fuf- 
6cient  to  account  for  all  the  zeal  and  attach- 
ipent  they  difplayed/* 

The  other   ajSeded  not  to  underftand 
2  him. 
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Kinit  and  aiked  with  great  pofiteaeTs  what 
•ther  reafona  they  could  have. 

**  Why/'  replied  the  oflScer,  **  has  not  the 
King  governments,  and  re^ments,  and 
biihopricks,  and  many  other  very  beneficial 
things  to  beftow  ?  I  fhould  imagine  that  this 
confideration  nught  render  the  Kong  an  ob- 
jed  of  great  attention,  and  produce  many 
marks  of  zealous  attachment  to  his  perfon, 
even  although  he  were  not  quite  the  moft 
amiable  man  in  the  world,  as  all  the  world 
allow  him  to  be." 

**  Be  affured,  Sit,"  rejoined  the  French- 
man, *^  that  there  is  no  people  on  earth  who 
have  fueh  a  veneration  for  their  Kings,  and 
fo  much  difinterefled  loyalty  as  the  French.'* 

*«  Forgive  me,''  faid  the  officer,  **  I  know 
A  people  who  cah  difpute  thofe  qualifica* 
tions  with  them,  and  whofe  courtiers  give 
ftronger  proofs  of  veneration  and  loyalty  to 
their  Prince  than  even  thofe  of  Verfaillcs.*' 
What  people?'' 

^The 
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•  The  fiib|cas  of  the  £mfiemf  of  Mo- 
rocco/' replied  the  officer :  ^  there  is  a  mo* 
fiarch  for  you,  gentlemen,  who  hardly  ever 
fpeaksto  his  fubje^f^e  qt^icoup  defabre-^  and 
yet  they  venerate  him  in  the  moft  aftontih-* 
ing  manner.  When  I  was  in  garriibn  at 
Gibraltar^  I  paiTed  over  to  his  dominionSf 
and  had  the  honour  of /pending  fome  time 
at  his  court  at  Fez :  one  of  this  beloved  mo- 
narch's morning  amuiements,  is  fhooting  ar* 
rows  at  his  fubjeds ;  when  he  chanoes  to 
mifs,  which  feldom  happens,  for  by  freqoenc 
pradice  he  is  an  excellent  markfman^  the 
perfon  at  whom  it  is  direded  takes  up  the 
arrow,  and  with  all  the  zeal  of  the  moft  de- 
voted  courtier  prefcnts  it  on  his  knee  to^ 
the  Emperon 

**  On  fome  occafions,  he  does  his  fubjeds 
the  honour  of  cutting  off  their  heads  with 
his  own  hands,  and  is  much  praifed  by  th^ 
courtiers  around  for  his  dexterity  ;  in  ihort^ 
they  difplay  every  markofattachmepttohis 
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jperfon,  and  may  be  faid  with  truth  to  love 
their  Jfovereiga  to  diftradiori. — This  is, 
gentlemen,  what  I  call  difintereftcd  loyalty." 
But  now  the  French,  at  leaft  all  of  them 
who  remain  in  France,  are  as  folicitous  to 
declare  that  they  never  pdfTefled  this  enthu- 
fiaftic  loyalty,  as  formerly  they  were  anxious 
to  have  it  thought  tbey  did  ;  and  as  they  be- 
gan to  difavowthis  principle  during  the  reign 
of  the  moil  mild  and  mod  equitable  monarch 
they  ever  had,  as  foon  as  his  power  began  to 
be  abridged,  and  continued  to  profefs  the 
mod  ardent  loyalty  towards  the  moft  oppref- 
iive  and  tyrannical  of  his  predecefTors  while 
they  retained  their  power,  it  is  pretty  clear 
on  what  that  boafted  loyalty  was  founded. 

But  as  tht  men  (hew  an  abje€t  and  flavifh 
difpofition,  who  aSed  attachment  and  ve- 
peration  for  a  foolifb  or  wicked  prince,  fo 
thofe  on  the  other  hand  betray  a  malevolent 
and  odious  character,  who  are  deficient  in 
refped  and  gratitude  to  a  mild  and  equitable 

VOL.  IK  Cc  monarch, 
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•tttonarch,  who  through  the  whole  of  his 
reign  has  tnanifefted  a  love  of  juflice,  and 
an  equal  regard  for  the  rights  of  his  fubjedts 
and  for  his  own  prerogative. 

The  loyalty  of  a  man  of  fenfe  and  fpirit 
arifes  from  a  due  refpcd  for  the  firft  magif^ 
trate  in  the  ftate,  whofe  lawful  authority  he 
is  ready  to  fupport  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity, independent  of  every  other  confide- 
ration.  To  this  fentiment  of  loyalty  to  the 
monarch  as  firft  magiftrate,  efteem  for  pcr- 
fonal  good  qualities,  if  they  exift,  2(nd  gra- 
titude for  favours  received,  will  be  added  in 
every  well  fqrmed  mind.  But  thefe  fenti* 
ments  do  not  exclufively  belong  to  loyalty, 
but  are  felt  for  every  perfon  of  our  ac-^ 
quaintance  who  pofTefles  great  or  amiable 
qualities,  and  from  whom  we  have  received 
•  favours.  But  the  oftentatious  indications  of 
loyalty  which  are  fometimes  exhibited, in  the 
%nilgar,  generally  proceed  from  a  mere  love 
of  noife  j  in  fome  of  fuperior,  rank,  from 

the 
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the  deiire  of  being  looked  on  at  the  parti* 
cular  friends  of  the  royal  family^  itncoti- 
neded  with  any  idea  of  their  good  qualities; 
and  in  many  it  is  founded  on  a  lucrative  o& 
iice  in  pofTeffion  or  in  expedation. 

November  1J0 
At  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  when 
a  veneration  for  the  chriftian  religion  was 
ftill  pretty  general  in  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
pie,  a  democratic  abbe,  with  a  view  to  infpire 
his  audience  with  a  deteftation  for  arifto- 
crates,  aflured  them  in  his  fermon  that  Jefus 
Chrift  vras  crucified  by  the  ariftdcrates  of  Je- 
xufalein. 

Some  people  imagine  that  the  fame  afTer- 
tion  made  in  a  fermon  now,  would  not  pro- 
duce the  fame  horror  in  the  '  mind$  of  a 
French  audience  that  it  did  three  years  ago, 
being  of  opinion  that  religious  in^preflion^ 
are  much  weaker  now  than  they  were  then. 
One  diftinguiihing  dodrine  of  chriftian 
C'  c  a  nitf^ 
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fiity,  namely,  the  forgireaefa  of  injuries 
-feems  to  be  greatly,  exploded,  and  cbnfidered 
rather  as  the  effeft- of  weaknefe  than  mag- 
nanimity: revenge,  on  the  contrary,  is  ap- 
plauded as  a  virtue,  and  proclaimed  as  a 
duty,  and  the  people  are  ftimulated  to  ven- 
geance, on  every  real  or  fuppofed  injury. 

Thofe  who  excite  the  populace  againft 
the  King,  tell  them,  that  his  execution  is 
neceffary,  to  avenge  the  murder  of  their  bre- 
thren in  the  Caroufel  on  the  loth  of  Au- 
guftj  and  that  the  affairs  of  the  nation 
cannot  profpcr,  until  their  flaughter  is  amply 
revenged. 

It  was  mentioned  in  the  National  AfTem- 
•t)ly,  that  fome  of  thofe  patriots,  v^hilethey 
lay  expiring  on  the  ground,  had  had  the 
'confolation  of  feeing  the  Swifs  cut  in  pieces^ 
before  their  eyes  v^ere  entirely  clofed. 

The  new  levies  are  aflured  by  way  of  en- 
couragement, that  in  cafe  they  Ihould  be 
killed  in  battle,  they  may  make  themfelves 
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f^er&dly  eafy,  £m:  that  thdr  deaths  flialtbe 
i&illy  revenged 

A  poor  woman  was  wecpiog  bhtMy  for 
the  death  of  her  fon,  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Valmy :  the  fddier  who.  had  brought  her 
the  ncfws  endeavoured  to  comfort  her,  iay^ 
ing,  *  ^  Co«ifoler*vou8,  Marguerite,  je  vou* 
repotids  qu'il  a  6te  bien  veng6  *•'* 

At  the  civic  feaft,  which  took  place  oil 
account  of  the  conqueft  of  Savoy,  a  new 
ftanza  was  added  to  the  hymn  of  the  Masi- 
feilt6i&,  and  was  fung  by  a  company  of 
young  boys  on  that'  occafion :  -         ^ 

No^  enitretons  dam  la  carrierc, 
.     Quand  nqs  ajnes  n'y.  feront  plus :  »    , 

Nous  y  trouvcrons  leur  pouffiere 
Et  k  ixmt  it  kur$  venus. 

JHcn  uioiiw  jaloux  dc  Icur.  furvi^c,  ,  .  *  .    ♦ 

Que  dc  partager  leur  cercueil. 
Nous  aurons  Ic  fublime  orgueil 
Dte  Ics  wtfgn'  ou  dc  ks  fuivrc. 
Aux  armes,  Citoyens! — Formez  yos  batalUons  ! 
Marchcz !— i<^'uii  fang  impui'  abreuve  nos  fillons. 

•  Comfort  yourfelf,  Margaret,  for  I  can  aflurc  you 
that  h^  was  well  avenged.  i  * 

C  c  3  I  was 
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I  was  at  the  Conventicm  lately,  vrhta  ft 
young  officer  belonging  to  the  regiment  of 
Beaurepaire  appeared  at  the  bar. 

He  had  been  at  Verdun  when  the  C!olonje) 
{hot  himfelf :  he  fpoke  highly  of  that  offi- 
cer, by  whom,  he  fatd,  the  garrifon  had  beea 
animated  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  eothufiafm,  that 
they  bad  refolved  to  be  buried  ib  the  ruin* 
of  the.  town,  rather  than  furrend^r :  he  gave 
a,n  afFeding  account  of  the  indignation  and 
gripf  of  the  foldjcrs,  when  they  found  that 
the  Magiftrates  had  capitulated,  and  wefc 
told  of  the  cataftrophe  of  their  Colonel :  he 
faid,  he  was  deputed  from  hia  regiment,  to 
demand  vengeance  on  the  traitors  who  had 
betrayed  Verdun  to  the  enemy,  and  driven 
their  Commagder  to  defpair.  He  read  the 
uamesof  thofe  he  accufed,  coqfifting  of  the 
MagiRratcs  of  Verdun,  and  fome  of  the  Field 
Officers  of  th?  National  Guards, 

This  young  officer  was  handfomc,  and  of 
?  genteel  figure ;  he  fppke  with  fluency  and 
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grace;  and  ivhat  interefted  the  audience 
greatly  in  his  favour,  was,  that  a  letter  from 
Dumourier  was  read,  which  informed  the 
Ck)nYentiQn,  that  the  regiment  to  which  he 
belonged  had  behaved  remarkably  weU 
^agiinil  the  Pruilians ;  and  that  the  officer 
who  '  brought  the  accufation  had  diftin* 
^iQied  himfelf  in  a  very  gallant  manner. 

Some  of  the  Members  began  to  talk  of 
iivenging  the  death  of  Beaurepaire  on  the 
beads  of  the  perfons  accufed  by  the  officer ; 
iind  the  Aflembly  feemed  Co  much  enraged 
againft  them,  that  I  was  afraid  of  their  de« 
creeing  fomething  very  violent  inftantly — 
but  one  Deputy,  who  had  preferved  coohiefs 
in  the  midft  of  all  this  emotion,  (hewed  the 
impropriety  of  coming  to  any  refolution 
againft  tHe  accufed  citizens,  in  the  prefent 
.ftate  of  their  minds,  and  begged  that  the 
accufation  might  be  referred  to  tho  confix 
.deration  of  a  Committee. 

This  meafure  v^as  at  lafl  adopted, 

C  c  4  November 
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There  are  eight  or  ten  thestfres  fijr 
dramatic  entertainments  of  one  kind  of 
other  at  prefent  in  Paris:  moft  of  them  are 
open  four  times  a  week.  'The  pieces  rcr 
|)refcnted  are  generally  n^w,  and  adapted  tQ 
the  fpirit  of  the  times,  and  to  fortify  the  - 
mirids  of  the  audience  in  fentiments  far 
vourabk  to  the  I^evolution.  Kings  and 
J^rinces  are  reprefented  as  rapacious,  vo«- 
luptuou^,  and  tyrannical ;  Nobility  as  fri- 
volous and  unfeeling,  fawning  to  the  fof? 
Vereign,  and  infolent  to  their  fellow  fub* 
jefts;  Priefts  as  hypocritical,  artful,  and 
Vicked.*  To  infpirc  a  hatred  to  monarchical 
government,  and  a  love  of  republicanifm,  h 
bne  great  objedt  of  almoft  every  new  piece 
— even  in  thofe  comic  pieces  whofc  plots 
turn  on  an  amorous  intrigue,  or  fome  ob- 
je&  equally  remote  from  politics  or  form^ 
of  government,  fentiments  of  the  fame  tea-  • 
dency  occur,  and  Jiowf vef  awkwardly  intro^ 
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fitecedfheylfrefure  of  beiiig.  received  tlitit 
jipplamfe^  A  ftridk  adherence  tx>  the  unttitl 
of  time  and  place,  isiiui  other  critical  tuic^^ 
fyr  which  the  French  theatre  was  formerly 
^iftinguilhedy  i6  now  Iktle  attended  to. 

The  dramatic  writers  hate  fettersi  a9 
much  as  the  Sans  Culottes,  iand  fometimet 
^pU-.dec.mma.mucb. 
.  1  W9S  lately  at  the  Theatre  de  la  Vari^tc; 
the  piece  was  entitled  La  Mori  d$  ^eifur^ 
taire^ 

The  hero,  on  hearing  that  the  Magiftrates 
pf  Verdun  have  delivered  a  ^tc  of  the  towa 
to  the  Pruffians,  {hoots  himfelf  on  the  llage. 
The  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  furrounded  by  his 
guards,  enters,  and  fitids  a  French  fohiicr 
lamenting,  over  the  body  of  his  commander; 
^hile  the  Dufce  is  queftioning  him,  anr 
pther  French  foldier  is  brought  in,  who  has 
Juft  (hot  a  Pruffian  officer  in  the  ftreet; 
The  Duke  afks,  who  bribed  him  to  com- 
j^\t.  this  afTafTin^tion?  The  foldier  replies^ 
X  ♦*  That 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(    394    ) 

^  That  he   occdcd  no  bribe  to  ddtefmine 
him  to  deftrdy  tbe  eneoiies  of  his  countiy; 
that  he  had  no  part  in  the  infamous  capita* 
lation,  by  which  the  Pruflians   were   per- 
mitted to  enter  Verdun;  that  he  had  mi£> 
taken  the  officer  he  had  killed^  for  the  Duke 
bimfelf,  and  highly  regrets  the  miftake/'— <» 
The   foldier  in  his  turn  demands   of  the 
Duke,  **  who  had  bribed   him  to  invade  a 
country  which  had  renounced  conqueft,  an4 
to  make  war  on  a  people,  who  wiflied  only 
to  be  governed  by  la^s  of  their  own  making, 
under  a  form  agreeable  to  their  own  tafte  ?'* 
The  Duke  makes  fome  reply  to  (bis,  and  the 
difpute  becomes  warm :  but  although  the  fol- 
dier is  reprefented  as  having  by  much  the  heft 
of  the  argument,  he  is  ordered  to  immediate 
execution.    It  appears  foon  after,  tbat  on  his 
way  he  has  leaped  over  a  bridge,  and  by 
that  means  efcaped  a  more  painful  death. 
The  firft  folUicr  concludes  the  piece,  by  af* 
furing  the  Duke,  that  he  will  majce  OQthiog 
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of  his  prcfent  cnterprife,  which  he  had  bcft 
relinquilh  in  time ;  for  thefiorte/i  follies  are 
the  foonefi  remedied.  ^ 

Many  little  dramas  are  daily  exhibited  on 
the  Boulevards,  to  the  fame  tendency,  and 
ballads  are  fung  in  the  ftr^ets  and  public 
walks:  one  is  entitled,  Comjparaifon  du  Re«- 
gime  Ancien  avec  le  Nouveau }  the  laft  ftan- 
za  is  as  follows : 

Jadis,  quand  pour  I'armee  un  fils  paitoU^ 
Sa  bonne  mere  tout  aufli-tot  pleuroit^ 
£t  le  rctirer  die  ne  pou?(dt  \    * 
C'etolt  regime  defpote. 

Aujourd'hui^  Ton  voittoutes  les  mamans 
Fairc  Ic  paquet^  armer  leurs  enfans, 
Et  les  envoyer  fervir  dans  les  camps  \ 
Vive  un  regime  patripte. 

The  two  following    ftanzas    are    from 

another,  which  is  much  rclifhed  by   the 

people: 

SaTCZ-TOus  la  belle  hiftoire 
De  ces  fameux  Prulliens  ? 
lis  marchoient  \  lavidoire 
Avec  les  Autrichien^i 
Au  lieu  de  palme  de  gloire 
|Is  ont  cueilli  des-«*rai(ins« 
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■".    '  IiC  Grand  Frederic  i^ediappe, 

Prenant  le  plas  court  jchemin  |      .      . 
Mais  Dumourier  le  ratrappc, 
£t  lui  chante  ce  refrain : . 
r  N'allez  plus  «iordre  a  la  grappc 
pans  la  vigne  du  voifin. 

.  A  writer  in  one  of  the  Journals  obferrca^ 
that  imali  fprings  are  capable  of  moving 
great  machines;  and  that  popular .  ballada 
have  had  confiderable  influence  in  the  Te-» 
volutions  of  nations ; — ^he  adds,  "  La  chan» 
fon  dcs  Marfeillois  eclairc,  infpire,  et  re- 
jouit  a  la  fois,  Jexonclus  i  ce  que  I'oh  at*- 
tache  quatre  chanteurs  k  chacune  de  noa 
armees.  Faire  notre  R^Tolution  en  ctan^ 
tant,  eft  un  mtyfctt  prefque  ftir  de  Tcmpe* 
cher  de  iinir  par  de  chanfons  *.'' 

What   tryth   is .  in  this   obfervation,  is 
not  worth  examining;  but,  if  the  termina- 

*  The  Song  of  tlie.  Marfeillois  at  once  enlight- 
ens) infpireS)  and  rejoices.  I  therefore  more,  that 
four  good  Singers  ihdil  be  appointed  to  each  of  our 
armies.  To  accompli(h  our  Revolution  with  gaiety 
and  good  humour,  is  one  furc  way  to  prevent  its  end- 
ing in  a  fong, 
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<k)n  of  the  li'rcnch  Revolution  depends  oft 
the  good  humour  and  humanity  with 
\vhich  it  has  of  late  been  carried  on,  it  will 
have  a  difmal  ending, 

November  tg* 

Marat  has  kept  himfelf  concealed  for 
fome  time,  but  his  Journal  is  contintied  as 
ufuaL  He  dates  it  from  a  fubterraneous 
habitation  (d'un  Souterrain) ;  in  which,  he 
fays,  he  is  obliged  to  bury  himfelf  alive, 
that  he  may  be  fafe  from  the  daggers  of 
affaffins.  And  why  am  I  obliged  to  hide 
inyfelf  ?  be  aiks  of  the  people,  to  whom 
his  Journal  is  addrcffed — •'  O  peuple,  que 
je  ch^ris,  que  je  porte  dans  mon  cccur,  pour 
avoir  pris  votre  defence,  pour  avoir  cte 
-votre  ami,  &c'.  &c.*'* 

It  feems  extraordinary,  to  addrefs  the  mob 
of  Paris  in  the  ftyle  of  a  lover  to  his  miC- 
trcfs ;  but  it  is  ftill  more  extraordinary,  that 
a  mob,  who  have  given  fuch  proofs  ©f  fe- 

•  O  people,  whom  I  love,  who  are  always  neareft 
my  heart,  for  having  always  been  your  friend  and  ad- 
vocate. 

rocity, 
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rocity,  {hould  be  deluded  by  the  languages 
which  feduces  a  fond  girL 

The  general  turn  of  his  Journal^  how- 
ever, is  not  in  the  fame  tender  (Irain^  even 
fince  he  dated  from  below  ground*  The 
xnanner  in  which  he  vindicates  himfelffrom 
the  accufation  of  being  fanguinary,  will  be 
thought  curious. 

^^  Le  grand  cheval  de  bataille  de  mes  d6- 
tradeurs  eft  de  me  peindre  comme  un  horn* 
me  fanguinaire,  qui  eft  fans  ceffe  i  prScher 
le  meurtre  et  raflaftinat.  Mais  je  les  d^fie  de 
faire  voir  autre  chofe  dans  mes  ^crits^ii  ce 
n'eftpas  quej'ai  demontre  lanecefiit6  d'abatre 
quelques  centaines  de  tetes  criminelles  pour 
conferver  trois  cent  millc  tStes  innocentes*.** 

In  his  Journal  of  this  day,  is  the  follow- 
ing paragraph:  "  Je  ne  croirai  pas  a  la  Re- 

*  The  great  aim  of  my  dctraftors  is  to  paint  me  as  a 
fanguinary  man,  who  is  always  preaching  murder  and  af- 
faffination.  But  1  defy  them  to  point  out  any  thing  in  my 
writings,  unlcfs  that  1  have  demonftrated  the  ncccffity 
of  cutting  oflP  a  few  hundred  criminal  heads  to  pre* 
ferve  three  hundred  thoufand  innocent  ones. 
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publique,  que  lorfque  la  tete  de  Louis  Capet 
ne  fera  plus  fur  fes  epaules^  et  que  les  foldats 
de  la  Hberte  ne  feront  plus  menes  a  la 
boucherie  par  des  g^neraux  courtifans  *.'* 

In  the  midft  of  all  the  fuccefs  of  Du* 
mourier,  this  man  exclaims  againft  him  for 
having  permitted  the  Pruffians  to  efcape  out 
of  France ;  and  he  writes  in  the  fame  ftylc 
of  the  other  Generals,  whom  he  dcfcribcs 
as  men  of  ariftocratic  principles,  and  ene- 
mies of  the  people;  and  adds  whatever 
he  thinks  mod  likely  to  excite  the  populace 
againft  Lou  vet,  Barbaroux,  Genfonnet, 
Guadet,  Buzot,  Vergniaud,  Kerfaint,  and 
all  the  fadion  Rol-Briflbtine,  as  he  deno- 
minates them.  But  what  may  lead  to  more 
extenfive  mifchief  than  all  the  reft  is  the 
drift  of  the  motto  of  his  Journal:  "  Ut  re- 
deat  miferis,  abeat  fortuna  fuperbisf  that 
is  to  fay,  "  Take  the  money  from  the  rich, 

*  I  (hall  never  think  the  Republic  edablifhedi  until 
dxe  head  of  Lewis  Capet  is  no  longer  on  his  (houkiers, 
and  until  the  foldiers  of  Liberty  fhall  be  np  longer  led 
to  flanghtcr  by  generals  who  are  ccurtiers. 

that 
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that  itiftay  be  reftored  to  the  poor/*    "tbU 
plainly  prompts  to  univcrfal  pillage  :  and 
perhaps  the  wickedneft  of  fa£lion    never 
was  pulhed  farther  than  in  the  proteSion 
given  to  fuch  an  incendiary  as  this  Marat  5 
for,   notwithftanding  all   tlje  public   difa-» 
vowals  that   have  been  made,  that  he  is 
powerfully  prote(3:ed  feems  to  me  evident. 
-r-He  dates  from  a  cellar,  but  every  body 
believes  he  is  now  living  at  his  eafe  in  very 
good  quarters,  above  ground ;  and   nobody 
can  doubt,  but  that  it  would  be  a  very  eaCy 
matter  to  difcover  them,  if  it  were  thought 
fafe  and  prudent   to  feize  the  man.    But 
they  cannot  even  fupprefs  his  Journal ;  it 
is  cried  every  night  in  the  Palais  Royal:  9 
little  boy  came  bawling  after  me  with  it,  as 
I  returned  home  a  few  nights  ago,  *'  Jour- 
nal par  Marat,  TAmi  du  Peuple ! — combiea 
voulez-vous,  Citoyen  Anglais?  Journal  par 
TAmi  du  Peuple ! — ^Ah,  c'eft  bien  interef- 
fant  aujourd'hui — vous  prendre^  deux  ou 
trois,  n'eft-il  pas  vrai,  mon  cher  Milor  ?** 

November 
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November  io. 
It  IS  inoft  linpleafant  to  obferve  how 
little  fenfation  the  cruel  ftatc  in  which  the 
Royal  Family  is  occafions  in  Paris^  anc! 
r  how  fmall  a  part  of  gencf al  converfation  it 
occupies:  ad  for  the  lowed  mob,  they  neveif* 
mention  tbcim  but  with  fotme  foul  epi* 
thet  of  abufe:  this  does  not  furprife  me^ 
becaufe  they  arc  either  hired  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  01",  like  all  mobs,  join  id  the  cry  that  is 
fuggefted^  and  prefs  blindly  on,  according 
to  the  impulfe  given  by  others  j  I  fpeak  not 
therefore  of  them,  but  of  the  other  ranks  of 
fociety* 

Whatever  people's  fentlmeiits  are  with 
fcgard  to  the  Revolution,  whether  they  are 
what  is  her«  called  Ariftocratcs,  Or  Demo-^ 
crates,  one  fhould  think  that  fo  fevere  a  re- 
irerfe  of  fortune,  and  one  fo  unexampled  in 
the  political  ftatc  in  which  Europe  has  fo 
long  been^  would  octafiori  more  general 
fympathy.  That  this  fympathy  fhould  not 
VOL.  n.  Dvd  be 
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be  difplayed  in  public,  is  eafily  accounted 
for:  but  even  in  private  and  confidential  con- 
verfations,  where  no  referve  is  ufed  on  to- 
pics equally  dangerous,  the  n^isfortunes  of 
the  Royal  Family  feem  to  be  felt  in  a 
very  flight  manner,  by  fome  who  might 
have  been  expcded  to  feel  them  moft  fc'- 
verely. 

What  an  affeding  contraft  does  this  in* 
difference  and  negled  make  with  the  obfc- 
quious  attention,  ahnofl  to  adoration,  which 
was  paid  to  this  family  by  the  whole  French 
nation  ;  with  the  emulation  and  unwearied 
affiduity  of  all  ranks  to  captivate  their  no- 
tice and  gratify  their  wifhes  ;  with  the  pro- 
teflations  of  efleem,  refpedt,  and  affedion 
they  have  been  accuflomed  to  hear  fron* 
their  childhood ! 

All  thofe  external  marks  of  veneration  were 
accompanied,  no  doubt,  with  the  flrongefl  af- 
furances  of  their  being  the  offspring  of  genu- 
ine fentimental  preference,  beflowed  on  per- 

foaal 
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.  fonat  virtues,  uninfluenced  by  jiny  cxpeda<» 
tion  from  their  power,  and  purified  from 
all  felfiih  confidefations. 

The  cannon  of  St.  Antcinefj  and  the  fa- 
bres  of  the  Marfeillois,  extermmated  the . 
virtues  of  the  King  on  the  loth  of  Auguft; 
Und  every  day  of  his  imprifonment  in  the 
Temple  feems  to  Jiave  added  fome  new  ar- 
ticle to  a  lift  df  vices  of  which  he  is  now 
accufcd,  and  which  wete  never  heard  of  be-^ 
fore.-^I  never  fee  a  man  in  the  Conven- 
tional  AfTembly,  or  elfewhere,  eager  to  dif-* 
tinguifh  himfelf  by  violent  fajlies  againft 
the  King  and  his  uiifoftunate  family,  but 
I  imagine  I  behold  a  wretch  who  would  be 
the  moft  abjcdl  of  his  courtiers,  if,  by  an 
unexpeded  turn  of  affairs,  the  Monarch 
were  re-eftabli(hed  on  the  thifone*  Nor 
did  I  ever  know  any  men,  who  were  diA 
tinguiflied  for  adopting  the  prejudices, 
^betting  the  caprices,  and  affeding  wonder^* 
ful  attachment  to  the  perfons  of  Princes  in 
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the  fulnefs  df  -power,  without  fufpeding 
tliat  they  would  be  the  mod  turbulent  der 
magogues,  and  the  bittereil  enemies  of  thofe 
very  Princes,  if  by  any  accident  they 
(hould  ever  be  in  the  fame  fuuation  with 
the  Royal  Family  of  France. 

November  21. 

When  a  man,  who,  from  his  fuuation  in 
life,  or  froni  the  commiffion  he  enjoys,  is 
guarded  from  retaliation,  treats  another,  who 
is  in  his  power,  with  infolence  or  cruelty, 
it  naturally  excites  feelings  of  indignation 
and  contempt.  When  an  inferior  behaves 
with  infolence  to  his  fuperior,  a  blackguard, 
for  example,  to  a  gentleman  in  the  ftreets 
of  London,  it  raifes  difguft,  but  not  con- 
tempt  as  in  the  former  inflance,  becaufe  the 
blackguard  may  run  fome  rifk — he  is  not 
abfolutely^  fure  of  impunity. 

It  was  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  the  impru- 
dent introdudion  of  the  term  igaliti  would    ' 
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produce  aa  univerfal  infolence  among  the 
lower  clafles  of  people  in  France  towards 
their  fuperiors:    and  I  am  ftill  convinced 
it  will  in  procefs  of  time   be  the  cafe;  but 
I  confefs  I  have  not  hitherto  remarked  any 
difagreeable  inftance   of  this  nature.     No 
perfon,   indeed,  of  v^atevcr  rank,  is  al-  • 
lowed  to  drefs  his  footmen  in  livery,  but 
every  one  is  allowed  to  have  as  many  foot- 
men  as  he  pleafes;  and  when  L.  L*s  car- 
riage was  driving,  a  day  or  two  fmce,   in 
at  the  gate  of  the  Louvre,  it  was  flopped 
by  the  feniinel,   who  had  obferved    that 
the  hammercloth  had  fringes  of  a  different 
colour;  and  informed  his  Lordfhip,  that 
^uch  a  kind  of  diftindion  was  no  longer 
permitted  in  Fi'ance,  being  contrary  to  that 
egalite  which  every  Frenchman  had  fworn 
to.       The  coachman  had    been     ordered 
never  to  ufe  any  but   a  plain  cloth;  but, 
having  a  fringed   one    in  his  poffeffion  of 
which  he  was  very  vain,  he  had  ventured  to 
D  d  3  ador^ 
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s^dorn  his  co^cli-box  with  it  on  this  uqfortu« 
ijate  day.  As  the  poor  fellow  w^  taking  it 
off  with  a  very  mortified  ^r,  the  valet  dc 
place  reproached  him  for  having  put  it  on ; 
which  the  fentincl  overhearing,  faid  angrily 
to  the  coachman,  ^^  II  fied  bien  a  un  gueu:!^ 
comqie  toi  d'etre  ariftocr^te  ^/* 

A  few  days  Once  I  fi^w  ^  mai^  dreflfed  ia 
the  uniform  of  a  General  Officer  come  up 
to  a  poor  fellow,  who,  with  a  pike  in  his 
hand,  ftood  fentinel  at  a  gate,  and,  addreffing 
him  by  the  naipe  of  **  Citciyen  Soldat^'  alked 
him  the  way  to  a  particular  ftreet. 

The  pike-men  were  formerly  confidered 

as  of  a  rank  inferior  to  the  National  Guards, 

who  are  armed  with  mu&ets:  hut   of  late 

they    are  put  on  a  footing,  and  do   duty 

together^  but  ftill  it  might  have  been  ex- 

peded,  that  this   gentleman's  rank   in  th? 

army,  would  have  commanded  the  ftrongeft 

marks  of  refpedt  from  a  common    foldier, 

*  It  well  becomes  a  beggar  like  you  to  giv?  your^ 
felf  the  airs  of  an  arillocrate. 
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if  his  laced  coat  failed  to  produce  them  ia 
a  poor  fellow  almoft  in  rags. 

**  Tenez,  mon  camarade,"  faid  the  pike- 
xnan ;  **  you  will  firft  tura  ^o  the  right, 
and  then  walk  ftraight  on  until,  &c.'* 

The  Ofiicer  having  heard  the  diredions 
returned  thanks  to  the  Citoyen  Soldat,  and, 
moving  his  hat,  walked  away, 

November  22. 
Some  time  fince  I  was  walking  with  -  a 
man,  who  has  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel in  the  National  Guards ; — feven  or  eight 
men  belonging  to  his  battalion  came  up  to 
him  with  a  complaint  j  they  pretended  th%t 
injuftice  had  been  done  to  their  company, 
in  the  arrangements  refpefting  the  duty; 
and  they  alfo  complained  of  fome  other 
grievances ; — the  perfon  they  had  chofen  ta 
fpeak  for  them  feemed  to  be  of  rather  a  fiery 
temper ;  and  he  dated  the  grieva^nces  with 
more  heat  and  lefs  ceremony  than  I  had 
been  accuftomed  to  fee  foldiers  ufe  when 
D  d  4  addreffing 
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addreffing  their  oflScers. — The  Lieutenant 
Colonel  on  his  part  heard  the  complaipts 
ivith  attention  and  coolnefs  j  only  faying, 
from  time  to  time,  as  the  orator  proceeded, 
^*  Tu  as  raifon,  tu  as  raifon,  jnon  ami'' — and 
gave  no  other  interruption  or  anfwer,  till 
be  had  quite  finifhed.  The  officer  then  bc^ 
gan  with  the  phrafe  he  had  already  ufed  fo 
frequently,  •■  Tu  as  raifon,  mon  ami,  ccla  eft 
clair;  but  there  is  one  poi^t  in  which  you 
are  a  little  miftaken," 

This  one  point  turned  out  to  be  the 
whole  affair  in  queftion.  The  officer  pro- 
ceeded to  put  the  bufmefs  in  a  very  different 
light;  fometimes  addreffing  himfelf  to  the 
orator,  and  fometimcs  to  others  of  the  cir-r 
cle;  and  in  a  fhort  time  convinced  the 
whole,  that  what  they  afked  was  unreafon- 
able,  and  difmifled  them  fatisfied,  and  re- 
peating  "  Le  Colonel  a  ralfofu^ 

When  they  were  gone,  he  faid  to  me  fmi- 
ling,  **  This  is  my  conftant  method,  when 

I  they 
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they  come  tvith  an  unreafonable  requeft  :  I 
hear  them  with  patience;  and  aftef  I  have 
acknowledged  two  or  three  times  that  they 
are  in  the  right,  they  allow  mc  quietly  to 
convince  them  that  they  are  in  the  wrong  2 
t — whereas,  were  I  to  tell  them  at  once  they 
were  in  the  wrong,  they  would  think  mc 
unjuft ;  but  not  that  they  themfelves  wore 
unreafonable. 

**  When  their  complaint  is  well  found- 
ed,** continued  the  officer,  "  and  in  my 
power  to  remedy,  there  is  no  need  of  rea-. 
foning;  I  get  the  grievance  redrefled  as 
foon  as  poffible,  and  am  happy  it  is  in  my 
power/' 

.  "  All  this,'*  faid  I,  "  will  do  very  weU 
in  civil  life ;  but  I  Ihould  hardly  think  it 
would  anfwer  in  the  military,  where  fub- 
ordination  and  implicit  obedience  arc  fo 
peceffary.*' 

To  this  the  officer  anfwered,  "  That  men 
vho  clothe  thcmfrlves  and  ferve  without 
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pay,  cannot  be  treated  with  the  fame  levc- 
lity  as  foidiers  who  are  paid  and  clothed 
by  the  public :  it  is  rather  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  fo  many  poor  tradefmen  and  day-» 
hkbourers  all  over  France  fubmit  to  lofe  the 
|>rofit  of  their  work  for  one  day,  and  fome** 
times  two,  in  a  week,  bear  fo  much  fatigue, 
and  perform  the  military  duty  required  of 
them,  fo  cheerfully  as  they  do.  When 
thcfe  men  are  ordered  to  the  frontiers,  and 
obliged  to  perform  the  duty  of  foidiers 
every  day,  they  then  receive  pay,  and  arq 
fubjeded  to  a  feverer  difcipline.'* 

^  I  cannot  help  thinking,**  refumed  I^ 
•*  that  a  General,  who  commands  foldiersi 
who  are  taught  to  obey  without  thinking,^ 
has  a  great  advantage  over  one  whofe  army 
mull  be  reafoned  with.  The  Duke  of  BrunC^ 
wick  has  only  to  iflue  his  orders,  and  he  i& 
as  fure  of  being  obeyed,  as  I  am  certain  this 
watch  will  ftrike  when  I  prefs  the  fpring,** 
continued  I,  making  the  watch,  which  I 

hel4 
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hsld  in  my  hand,  repeat  the  hour;  ^^  where- 
$^  I  underflandy  that  Dumourieris  often 
obliged  to  convince  hia  fold^ers  ynV/  # 
raifon^  before  they  will  cxecuje  his  orders,'* 

**  The  temper  and  national  ^Hpzx^Qitx  of 
the  foldiers  muft  be  confidered  by  the  G^^ 
ueral  who  commands  theip,''  refumed  the 
officer:  "Frenchmen  would  be  difpirited^ 
rendered  good  for  nothing,  or  would  defeit, 
if  they  were  treated  with  as  much  feveiity 
as  German  and  Ruffian  foldiers*  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  the  introdudion  of  the  pi-P 
Qifhment  of  the  cane  (coups  des  batons) 
was  ane  reafon  of  the  dcfedion  of  the  army 
^t  the  beginning  of  the  revolution.  I  know 
that  many  regiments  were  quite  difgufted 
-with  that  pradice;  The  French  and  Geiv 
jjdans  are  as  different  animals  4$  greyhounds 
and  fox-hounds  J  they  accomplilh  the  de« 
IJrudion  of  their  enemy  by  different  en- 
dowments, and  require  .  a  very  different 
ireatmgnt/^ 
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I  do  not  wifh  to  depreciate  the  merit  <^ 

Dumourier,*'  continued  the  oflker  j    •*  but  I 

■ 

muft  obfervc,  that  the  difadvantage  yoir 
mention  might  be  compenfated  by  that  en-- 
thufiafm,  which  in  the  prefent  emergency 
ads  on  the  minds  of  French  foldiers  with 
an  energy  beyond  the  force  of  any  mecha- 
nical fpring.  Befides,  you  muft  recoiled, 
that  it  has  always  been  the  cuftom  in  France, 
to  enlift  foldiers  for  three  or  four  years  only; 

m 

for  which  reafon,  great  numbers  of  young 
tradefmen  and  labourers  choofe  to  go  and 
ferve  during  that  time  in  the  army ;  after 
which,  they  return  to  their  trades  and  villa- 
ges, where  their  adventures  in  the  army  are 
a  fource  of  converfation  to  themfelves,  and 
of  admiration  to  their  wives  and  children 
for  the  reft  of  their  lives:  and  when  the 
whole  country  is  called  forth  as  on  the  pre* 
fent  occafion,  there  are  among  the  recruits 
of  every  department  a  coniiderable  num- 
ber of  old  foldiers,  who  not  only  inftruft 

the 
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the  new  men  in  the  eflential  parts  of  the 
exeFcife,  but  alfo  give  them  an  e^mple  of 
^gularity  and  obedience ;  fo  that  the  hafty 
levies  with  vrhich  Dumourier  was  reinforced 
M  St.  Mcnehbuld  were  not  entirely  raw 
recruits. 

Norember  23. 
In  keeping  this  journal^  my  obje£t  was 
hdt  to  confine  myfelf  to  the  public  events 
Vrhi(5h  take  place  in  this  4:puntry  at  this  cri- 
tical period^  but  to  give  alfo  fome  idea  of  the 
effe€t  which  thefe  events  have  on  the  manners 
and  fentimentsof  the  people,  which  I  imagine 
is  better  done  by  relating  fadts  and  incidents, 
ihan  by  general  defcriptipn.  With  this  view,  I 
mention  the  following  which  occurred  to  an 
Engllfh  gentleman  and  lady  of  my  acquaint- 
ance :  Hearing  there  was  to  be  a  debate  on 
an  important  fubjed  in  the  Convention,  the 
gentleman  hired  two  perfons  to  go  early  and 
keep  places  for  them  in  the  front  of  the  gal- 
lery 
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fcry  oppofite  to  the  Prefident*  Thef  gentte^ 
inaa  and*  lady  went  themfelves  an  liour  at 
ter»  A  fentinel  who  was  placed  within  th# 
gallery,  told  them  there  was  no  room.  They 
£tid  that  two  perfons  in  the  front  would 
yield  them  their  places,  and  the  two  perfons 
rofe  accordingly  and  offered  to  withdraw  j 
but  the  people  in  the  gallery  objeded  to  the 
new  comers  taldng  their  phces,  Which,  they 
laid,  naturally  belonged  to  thofe  who  fat 
neareft*  The  Englifhman  appealed  to  the 
fentinel :  "  Ma  foi,  eitoyen/*  faid  the  fentik 
ncU  **  l*affaire  eft  un  peu  ^pineufe ;  you  muft 
kt  it  be  judged  by  the  company.'* 

This  is  the  ufual  way  on  all  difputes  ia 
thcr  galleries  j  a  jury  is  immediately  formed 
of  the  people  neareft,  who  decide  by  the 
plurality  of  votes,  and  their  verdi^  is  always 
obeyed. 

The  Englifhman  theii  aiked  of  the  com- 
pany, whether  the  two  perfons  whom  hef 
bad  fent  to  the  gallery  had  not  a  right  to 

keep 
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k^ep  their  places.  It  was  unanimbufly  agre'e<i 
that  they  had ;  but  that,  if  they  retired,  th4 
two  who  fat  nearefl  them  had  a  right  te 
the  places  they  left ;  and  fo  cvef y  couple 
might  advance  in  fucceifion^  but  thofe  wha 
came  laft.  mud  be  content  with  the  word 
places,  till  new  vacancies  occurred.  **But,'* 
refumed  the  Englifhman,  ^^  I  have  paid  thofe 
two  men  for  keeping  places  for  this  lady 
and  me,  and  that  we  fhould  have  them  !• 
founded  on  juftice.'* — \^  Mais  non  pas  fur 
Vegalite^^  faid  one  of  the  jury ;  to  which  opi- 
nion all  the  reft  adhered, 

"  You  fee,  citizea,'"  refumed  the  fcntlnel, 
**  that  the  caufe  is  given  againft  you,  and 
there  is  no  more  to  be  faid.*' 

It  is  not  furprifing  that  this  idea  of  equa- 
lity is  very  favourably  received  by  the  lowed 
order  of  fociety,  particularly  according  to 
the  fenfe  in  which  many  of  them  under- 
ftand  it;  and  I  make  no  manner  of 
doubt  but  that  there  are  men  of  acknow- 
ledged, dulnefs,  and  women  decidedly  ugly, 

who 
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who  would  rejoice  in  a  decree  for  art  eqUsl-^ 
Hty  of  genius  and  beauty,  and  who,  to  that 
variety  in  which  nature  delights,  would  pr&i 
fer  an  infipid  monotony  of  talents  and  looks 
all  over  the  world. — But  until  Nature  fhall 
ifiiie  fuch  a  decree,  the  decrees  of  all  the 
National  Conventions  on  earth  to  eftablifh 
6galit6  will  be  vain.  Were  equality  decreed 
by  the  univerfal  confent  of  mankind  this 
year,  there  would  be  inequality  of  riches 
and  importance  all  over  the  earth  the  next, 

November  7^* 
As  I  walked  to-day  on  the  terrace  of  the 
Feuillans,  which  is  contiguous  to  the  hall  of 
the  National  Aflembly,  I  obferved  a  young 
man  Handing  on  a  chair :  at  his  fide,  there 
was  a  pike  thruft  into  the  ground,  on  the 
upper  end  of  which  a  fmall  board  was  fixed 
vnth  this  infcription  :  V  Apotre  de  la  Libertf. 
A  cjrowxl  furrounded  him,  to  whom  he  ha* 
rangucd  in  praife  of  thi  glorious  revolution 
of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  of  the  patriots  to 

whom 
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whom  Frlilce  owed  its  liberty,  whicli  h6 
afTerted  to  be  thofc  determined  men  who  . 
were  on  the  preceding  night  appointed  td 
be  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Commune^ 
and  not  the  Briflbts,  Vergniauds,  Giiadets^- 
Buzots,  and  ftill  lefs  Louvet  the  Calumnia- 
tor of  Robefpierre*     He  faid  that  all  thefe 
men,  with  Roland  at  their  head,  wer6  doing 
,cvery  thing  they  could  to  fave  the  life  of 
Louis  Capet,  the  various  inftances  of  whofc 
perjury  he  attempted  to  prove,  as  well  as 
his  ingratitude  to  the  Nation,  which  had  be- 
haved fo  generoufly   to  him*   •*  But,**  he 
added, "  Lewis  the  traitor  has  now  filled  up 
the  meafure  of  his  tre2\ch€ry  fb  high,  that 
even  his  friends  in  the  aflembly  could^  not 
deny  his  guilt,  though  they  were  flriving 
with  all  their  cuniiing  to  fave  his  life.'* 

This  fellow  was  evidently  hired  to  ani-^ 

mate  the  populace  againil  Roland  and  his 

friends,  and  make  them  confider  every  at-^ 

tempt  to  poftpone  t)r  evade  the  condemna* 

Vol..  II.  £  €  ttoo 
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tion.of  the  King  as  a  proof  of  their  arifte*" 
cracy  and  treachery.  No  fovcreign  that 
ever  reigned  has  had  more  pains  taken  to 
miflead  and  impofe  upon  his  judgment, 
than  the  Pcuple  Soiiverain  who  at  prcfent 
governs  France ;  and  being  naturally  of  a 
thoughtlefs  and  giddy  character,  it  is  no 
wonder  he  falls  into  the  fnares  which  are  fe 
artfully  laid  fof  him. 

November  2$* 
That  fpirit  of  hatred  and  accufation  which 
prevails  in  the  Convention,  has  extended  to 
the  Generals  of  the  armies,  and  feems  to  aug- 
ment daily  in  this  place. 

Some  weeks  ago,  Cuftine,  in  a  letter  which 
was  read  in  the  aflembly,  accufed  Kellermann 
of  negligence,  or  fomething  worfe,  in  hav- 
ing permitted  the  Pruffians  and  Heflians  to 
efcape  out  of  France,  and  reach  Coblentz, 

He'aQerted,  that  if  Kellermann  had  pafled 
the  Mozellc  and  the  Sajre,  he  would  have 
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tndde  himfelf  mafter  of  Treves  and  Coblente 
•with  little  difficulty  j  and  he  referred  to  ftate-* 
ments  which^  he  ferit  at  the  fame  time,  td 
prove  the  truth  of  his  accufation. 

The  Coinmiffionert  who  had  been  in  Kel- 
lermann's  army,  and  had  feen  the  correfpon- 
dence  between  him  and  Guftine,  declared  that 
it  would  have  been  highly  imprudent  in  the 
former,  to  have  joined  Guftine  with  hiscaval* 
ry  at  Treves  at  the  time  it  was  denianded* 

When  Guftine  fcnt  this  letter  to  the  Gon- 
Yentlon,  he  wrote  at  the  fame  time  tQ  Kel- 
lermann  informing  him  of  it*  Kellermann 
alfo  wrote  to  the  Gonvention,  and  has  this 
cxpreffion  in  his  letter :  Les  inculpations  di 
Cujiine  tiont  pu  itre  icrites  que  dans  le  vin  ** 

On  this  occafion,  it  happens  fortunately 
that  thofe  Generals  are  particularly  attached 
to  neither  party.  If  they  were,  their  mili- 
tary ikill,  as  well  is  their  patriotifm,  would 
be  eftimated,  as  is  the  cafe  in  other  coiin- 

*  The  accttfatloni  of  Cuftine  muft  bave  been  xzudi 
ia  his  cup6* 

E  c  a  tries, 
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triesy  according  to  the  political  party  to 
which  they  belonged  ;  and  he^  who  was  es- 
teemed a  good  General  by  one  fct  of  men 
becaufe  he  wa$  of  their  party,  would  have 
been  called  a  bad  one  by  another  for  that 
very  reafon. 

But  as  in  this  inftancc  the  fpirit  of  party 
lias  not  interfered,  both  are  fpoken  of  as 
good  officers  and  faithful  fervants  to  the 
public,  and  their  mifunderftanding  is  uni* 
verfally  regretted. 

A  meinber  in  the  Convention  havwg 
fpoken  highly  of  the  recent  fuccefles  of  Cuf- 
tine,  another  iqamediately  obferved,  that  if 
the  fuccelfes  of  Cufline,  which  were  imme- 
diately, before  their  eyes,  had  enlarged  their 
external  dominions,  Kellermann's  vi<^ory  on 
the  20th  of  September  had  faved  the  inte- 
rior parts  of  France. — This  was  equally  ap- 
plauded by  both  parties. 

In  confequence  of  Cuftine*s  accufatitto, 
Keliermann  was  chilled  frp.m  his  army,  aad 
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has  been  for  forae  time  in  Park  He  is  bjT 
birth  a  German^  and  fcrved  for  many  years  ia 
theGerman  armies.  1  have  been  feveral  times 
in  company  with  him.  Once,  wher\  feveral 
Deputies  were  prefent,  he  could  not  abftaia 
from  fpeaking  with  indignation  of  the  accu- 
fation  of  Cuftine,  which  gave  him  no  other-, 
wife  uneafinefs,  he  faid,  than  as  it  obliged 
him  to  remain  iuadlive  at  Paris,  while  the 
brave  army  he  had  commanded  were  in  ihc 
field.  Kellermann  is  a  man  of  plain  manners 
conveying  the  idea  of  fmcerity,  and  whofe. 
talents  are  calculated  to  render  him  much, 
more  brilliant  at  the  head  of  an  army  than 
in  converfation.  There-is  no  doubt  of  his 
being  foon  reftored  to  his  command. 

y 

November  26. 

In  a  company  of  bourgeois,  a  perfon  was 

lamenting  yefterday  the  fatal  effeds  which 

might  happen  from  difcord  ;  but  added,  he 

E  e  3  underftood 
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uii4erftood  that  the  two  political  partki 
were  on  the  point  of  uniting. 

On  which  a  chemift  who  was  prefent, 
fliaking  his  head,  faid,  he  queftioned  it  very 
ii>uch;  *'  becaufe,"  continued  he,  **  fince  fear 
did  not  comprefs  them  together  when  the 
Pruffian  and  Auftrian  armies  were  advancing 
into  the  heart  of  the  country,  there  is  little 
probability  that  fuch  heterogeneous  fub» 
ftances  will  unite  by  eledive  attra^ion." 

However  pedantic  the  chemift's  language 
inay  be  thought,  his  argument  feems  juft, — 
Every  day,  I  am  more  and  more  confirmed 
in  the  opinion,  that  the  animofity  between 
the  two  parties  will  never  end  but  in  the 
deftrudtion  of  one  of  them  ;  and  fome  people 
think  that  Roland  and  his  party  would  hav^ 
be? n  oyerfet  before  now,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  f6der^,  particularly  thofe  from  Mqr-r 
feilles,  who  are  no^  at  Paris. 

The  effeft  which  their  name  has  on  the 
ffxinds  of  the  fuburb  fans^culottes  ia  woi^t 

derful 
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dcrful — ^this  greatly  vexes  Marat.  In  one  of 
his  Journals,  he  infmuates  that  Dumourier 
cxpofed  the  Parifian  battalions  at  the  battle  of 
Jemmappe»  more  than  the  reft  of  the  ar^ny, 
on  purpofe  to  have  them  deftroyed  j  and  that 
this  was  done  in  compliance  with  the  direc* 
tions  he  received  from  Roland,  Briflbt,  and 
that  party.  His  words  are  :  **  Pour  afTurer 
le  fucces  de  leurs  projets  ambitieux,  ces  ty* 
rans  ont  enleves  notre  bouillante  jeunefle, 
toujours  la  premiere  a  marcher  contre  les 
fuppftts  du  defpotifme,  et  a  former  une  bar* 
riere  autour  des  defenfeurs  du  peuple.'*  He 
afterwards  mentions  what  this  bouillante 
jeunefle  confifted  of:  **  nos  forts-<le-la-halle, 
continues  he,  **  nos  charbonniers,  nos  co^ 
chers  de  place/* 

Thofe  who  have  feen  Marat,  and  are  ac* 
quainted  with  the  manners  and  fentiments  of 
Chabot,  Legendre,  Merlin  de  Thionville, 
and  fome  other  of  his  coadjutors,  will  not  be 
furprifed  at  their  having  fome  partiality  to 
E  e  4  hackney 
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hackney  coachmen^  colliers,  and  whatever 
is  rough  and  vulgar. 

A  writer  of  great  ingenuity  and  eminence 
regrets,  that  **  we  fhall  never  more  behold 
that  generous  loyalty  to  rank  and  fex,  th^ 
proud  fubmiffion,  that  digoified  obedieacCj 
that  fubordination  of  the  heart,  which  kept 
jdive,  even  infervitude  itfelf,  the  fpirit  of  an 
exalted  freedom  }**  and  adds,  that  with  the£e 
jire  alfo  fled  ^*  that  fenfibility  of  principle, 
that  chaftity  of  honour,  which  felt  a  ftaiu 
like  a  wound,  which  infpired  courage  whil6 
\t  mitigated  ferocity,  which  ennobled  whfit« 
<^ver  it  touched,  and  under  which  vice  itfelf 
Iqfi  half  its  e^iK  by  lofing  all  its  grojfnefs.^ 

Notwithftanding'  the  fplendid  elegance 
,  nnd  force  of  this  paflage,  the  concluding 
fcntiment  has  been  cepfurtd.  No  man  how- 
ever can  with  lefs  reafon  than  the  honour^ 
able  gentleman  above  alluded  to,  be  fuppl)* 
fed  to  mean  this  as  a  palliative  for  vice 
pf  ^ny  kind ;  and)  it  ia  mofl  certain,  that 

ia 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


1 4^s  y 

ha  general  fociety,  politenefs  ia  a  convex 
nient  fubftitute  for  benevolence,  and   that 
when  rude  and  poliflied  men  are  equally  vi^* 
cious,  the  latter  are .  always  lefs  difgufting 
and  ibmetimes  lefs  mifchievous  than  the  for* 
men  A  favage,  when  he  hates  a  man,  or  ha» 
violent  defire  for  a  woman,  will  murder  the 
one  and  ravifh  the  other;  in  poli£hed  focie- 
ty,  a  man  with  the  fame  paffions  will   do 
neither.     It  is  equally  true,  that  a  great  deal 
of  the  groflhefs  of  vice  mayi  be  removed, 
without  ft  grain  of  its  intrinfic  widcedneft 
being  removed  with  it.    The  courtier,  who, 
in  elegant  terms,  profeffes  fricnd(hip  to  the 
man  he  is  endeavouring  to  fupplant,  and 
politely  carefles  thoTe  he  means  to  betray, 
exhibits  as  much  genuine  vice  as  the  moft 
vulgar  footpad  that   ever  knocked  a  man 
down,  or  informed  againft  his  accomplice. 

All  the  refinement  of  Courts  cannot  aU 
ter  the  nature  of  falfehood,  ingratitude,  or 
treachery;  nor  can  all  the  perfumes  of  the 

Bad 
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Eaft  fweeten  the  corruption  of  Vice,  Oo 
the  whole,  though  polilh  in  fome  cafes  ren- 
ders vice  lefs  mifchievous  than  it  would 
otherwife  be,  'in  other  cafes  it  may  make  it 
more  dangerous  by  being  more  attradiive; 
like  furbifhing  the  knife  of  a  child,  which 
does  leaft  harm  when  rufty,  and  is  moft 
dangerous  wh^n  brilliant. 

The  Deputies  above  mentioned,  and  others 
of  the  Convention,  cannot  have  this  laid  to 
their  charge;  their  naufeous  manners  and 
debafing  fentiments  exhibit  vice  in  its  na- 
tive deformity, 

November  27. 
Aflertions  frequently  and  boldly  re- 
peated feldom  fail  to  make  an  imprefiioa 
on  the  mmds  of  the  populace,  and  at  length 
to  gain  belief,  in  fpite  of  the  moft  clear  and 
rational  evidence  of  their  falfehood. 

Marat  has  been  exciting  thq  people   to 
mutual  rancour,  to  pillaging,  and   cutting 

each 
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CKh  othef^s  throats,  fince  the  beginidiig  ti 
the  Revolution;  but  he  aflures  them  in  all 
hiU  fpeeches,  and  he  tells  them  every  mom* 
ing  in  hie  Journal,  that  he  is  TAmi  du, 
Reuple ! — and  the  populace  believe  them« 

It  is  univerfally  known,  that  the  Giroiv- 
difts  exculpate  the  citizens  of  Paris  from 
the  horrid  crimes  of  September ;  whereas 
Robefpierre,   St.   Andre,  Tallien,  Chabot, 
Bazire,  and  all  that  party,  aflert,   that  the 
maflacres*  were   committed   by  the  people, 
l^ut  as,   at   the  fame  time,  St.  Andr^  a}« 
ways  calls  them  *♦  le  bon  pcuplc,'*  Marat 
fays     *'  he    carries  them    in    his    heart,** 
and  Robefpierre  declares  *^  he  would  wil- 
lingly facrifice  his  life  for  them,**  the  po- 
pulace confider  thiis  fadion  as  their  friends, 
and  look  on  Roland  apd  the  Girondifts  as 
their  calumniators. 

It  is  alfo  notorious,  that  Roland,  Cla* 
viere,  Genfonnet,  Guadet,  and  the  other 
leaders  of  that  party  arc  republicans;  that 

they 
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ihij  made  optxx  attempts  to  efjbtbliflb  dwr 
form  of  govemmeDt,  at  the  time  the  King 
was  hrought  back  from  Varennes;  tbac 
Robefpicrre,  Danton,  and  m^nj  of  their 
friends  oppofed  it,  aad  declaimed  in  the* 
Jacobin  Society  againil  it,  and  in  favour  of 
monarchy*  Yet,  as  the  favouring  of  mo- 
narchy is  now  coniidered  as  the  greateft  of 
sOil  crimes,  thofe  very  perfons  accuiie  the 
Girondifts  of  that  crime,  and  of  being  de« 
termined  enemies  to  the  RepubKc;  which 
aflertions,  by  dint  of  repetition,  begin  to  be 
believed ;  and  Roland,  BrifTot,  Guadet,  an<t 
the  whole  of  that  party,  are  of  courfe  be^ 
ConuHg  daily  lefs  popular* 

In  a  fmall  company,  a  few  days  fince,  x 
perfon  remarked^  ^*  That  th?  great  fondnefs- 
which  Robefpierre,  Danton,  and  fome  others^ 
Ihewed  for  a  republican  form  of  govern^p 
men^  was  of  a  very  late  date ;  an4  that  al- 
though they  difplayed  fych  deadly  ran-. 
cour  againft  Lewis  XVI,  by  whom  they 

thought 
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ilpbitght  thef  ttcTer  could  be  fergivtn^  fd 
tiiey  had  ao  hatred  to  monardiy^  provided 
tbe}r  could  have  a  King  of  their  own  cho6(^ 
mg. 

Another  of  the  company  obfcrved,  **  That 
he.  could  not  believe  that  fo  fierce  and  in« 
fdent  a  fpirit  as  Danton  would  bear  to  fee 
an  J  King  eftablifhed  in  France/' 

"  I  am  convinced,  however/*  faid  a  third^ 
^  that  he  would  like  well  enough  tb  fee 
M*  EgalitiS  on  the  throne^'' 

"  Remember/'  refumcd  the  firft  fpeak- 
cr^  ^^  what  Benfeirade  faid,.  when  he  was 
told  that  a  certain  lady  wad  fond  of  the 
Due  de  k  Vantadour,  who  was  the  ugUeft 
Oan  in  France:  '•  Parbleu,  fi  elle  aime  celui* 
la^  elle  en  aimera  bien  un  autre^*'' 

November  28/ 
It  is  not  furprifingy  that  a  people  of  great 

^  If  fliie  can  lovehim^  Bie  will  foon  lore  another* 

fenfibility. 
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fmCihilkff  tod  daturally  verfatiic,  ihdtild  if* 
from  one  ektreme    to  another  j   yet  one: 
would  hardly  haVe  cxpeflcd  that  Republican 
manners  would. have  been  much  to  the  taftc 
of  the  French  nation. 

There  is  however  in  Paris  at  prefcnt,  a 
great  affection  of  that  plainnefs  in  drefs^ 
and  fimplicity  of  cxpreflion,  which  arc  fup*- 
pofed  to  belong  to  Republicans.  I  have 
ibmetimes  been  in  company,  fmce  I  camtf 
laft  to  Paris,  with  a  young  man,  of  one  of 
the  firft  families  in  France^  who,  contniry 
to  the  wifhes  and  example  of  his  relations^ 
is  a  violent  democrats  He  came  into  the 
box  where  I  was  laft  night  at  the  play* 
houfe;  he  was  in  boots,  his  hair  cropt,  and 
his  whole  drefs  flovenly :  on  this  being  taken 
notice  of,  he  faid,  **  That  he  was  accuftom- 
ing  himfelf  to  appear  like  a  Republican/'  It 
reminded  me  of  a  lady,  who  being  reproach- 
ed with  having  a  very  ugly  man  for  ]ier 

lover. 
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loTcr,  faid,  Cc^  pwr    maccoutumcr   it  t4 
laideur  de  mon  mart*. 

JfChcj  begin  to  tutayer  each  other,  that 
IS,  to  ufe  in  converfation  the  fingular  pro- 
noun tUj  inflead  of  the  plural  vous^  as  the 
Romans  did,  and  the  (fakers  do.  They 
have  fubftituted  the  name  Citoyen,  for 
Monfieur,  when  talking  to  or  of  any  perfonj 
but  more  frequently,  particularly  in  the. 
National  Aflembly,  they  pronounce  the 
name  fimply,  as  Buzot,  Guadet,  Vergniaud. 
It  has  even  been  propofed  in  fome  of  the 
Journals,  that  the  cuftom  of  taking  off  the 
hat  and  bowing  the  head  £hould  be  abo- 
liflbed,  as  remains  of  the  ancient  flavery, 
and  unbecoming  the  independent  fpirit  of 
free  men ;  inftead  of  which  they  are  defi- 
red,  on  meeting  their  acquaintance  in  the 
ftreet,  to  place  their  right  hand  to  their" 
heart  as  a  fign  of  cordiality, 

*  It  it  to  accuftoQi  myfelf  to  th^  uglinefs  of   mj 
hufband. 

AH 
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An  ditit  appears  a  little  premature^  WSke 
Republic  is  pernnaoent)  new  manners  will 
gradually  t>e  introduced^  and  a  newnadoaal 
charader  will  of  courfe  be  formed^  but  fo 
Very  f  idden  a  change  of  decoration  i»  too 
rianch  in  the  ftyle  of  a  harlequin  entertain- 
Ihent  to  be  durable.  The  example  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  is,  in  my  opinion,  too 
often  held  out;  and  when  I  hear  the 
naibes  of  Lycurgus  and  Brutus  and  Cato 
repeated  in  the  Converttion,  it  raifes  recol- 
IcQionS  which  are  not  fs^vourable  to  thofe 
legiflatots  and  patriots  to  whofe  debates  I 
atti  lifteiiing.  One  of  the  heft  obfcrvationa 
1  have  feen  in  any  of  Marat's  Joiirnals,  is 
the  folfowing:  After  fneering  atfome  of  the 
Deputies,  on  account  of  their  high  pretcn* 
fionsto  patriotifm,  he  adds,  ^  Thcfe  are  the 
n^en,  who  are  on  every  flight  occafion  tell- 
ing us,  ^  Souvenez-vous  que  nous  fom- 
inc  s  Republicains,  que  tout  ce  qui  i)  eft  pe$ 
grand  et  fubl'me  n'eft  pas  digne  de  nous/-- 
5  Mefiieursy 
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IrfeffietiM,  foyez  d'abord  honiiStes  gens: 
apres  dela,  vous  fere2  des  Gamilley  des  Re^ 
guluar,  dc$  Catons^  fi  tous  Ic  pouvcz*/* 

David)  the  celebrated  painter,  who  is  a 
Member  of  the  Convention  and  a  zealous 
Republican,  has  fketched  feme  deiigns  for 
a  republican  drefs,  which  he  ieems  eager  to 
have  introduced ;  it  refembles  the  old  Spa- 
nifh  drefs,  confifting  of  a  jacket  with  tight 
trowfers,  a  coat  without  fleevcs  above  the 
jacket,  a  (hort  cloak,  which  may  either  hang 
loofe  from  the  leftihouldcr  or  be  drawA 
over  both:  a  belt  to  which  two  pillols  and  a 
fword  m^y  be  attached,  a  round  hat  and 
feather,  are  alfo  part  of  thris  drefs,  according 
fo  the  (ketches  of  David ;  in  which  full  as 
miKrh  attention  id  paid  to  pifturcfqite  eflfe^ 
as  to  conveniency.   This  artift  is  uHng  all 

*  Remember  that  we  ave  Republicans!  ^^t  nothing 
but  what  is  great  and  fublimc  is  worthy  of  us.— Pray, 
gemkineny  tryinthe  firftpla/etabe,honeft  iaen;  aft6r 
that,  each  of  you  may  become  a»  C^milhiSy  a  R6gulu8j 
or  a  Cato.  if  he  can. 

-    VOL.  II.  Ff  hi 
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his  influence,  I  uuderftan^  to  engtge  hit 
friends  to  adopt  it,  and  is  in  hopes  that  the 
Municipality  of  Paris'  will  appear  in  it  at  a 
public  feaft,  or  rejoicing,  which  i»  expeded 
foon.  I  faid  to  the  perfon  who  gave  mc 
this  account,  '*  that  I  was  furprifed  that 
David,  who  was  fo  great  a  patriot,  fhould 
be  fo  anxious  about  an  objefl  of  this  kind*** 

He  anfwered,   "  that  David  had  been  a 
painter  before  he  was  a  patriot/* 

Part  of  this  drefs  is  already  adopted  by 
many;  but  I  have  only  feen  one  perfon  in 
public  completely  equipped  with  the  whole; 
and  as  he  had  managed  it,  his  appearance 
was  rather  fantafticaU  His  jacket  and  trow« 
fers  were  blue ;  his  coat,  through  which  the 
blue  fleeves  appeared,  ^fras  white  with  a  fcar- 
Ict  cape  J  his  round  hat  was  amply  fupplied 
with  plumage;  he  had  two  piftols  ftuck  in 
his  belt,  and  a  very  formidable  fabre  at  his 
fide :  he  is  a  tall  man#  and  of  a  very  warlike 
figure  ;  I  took  him  for  a  Major  of  Dragoons 
8  .  at. 
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at  leaft :  on  enquiry  I  find  he  is  a  miniature 
painten 

November  29. 

General  Kellermann  is  reftored  to  his  com- 
mand, and  is  to  fet  out  for  the  army  in  a  few 
days :  having  heard  that  he  was  to  be  at  the 
Jacobin  Society  laft  night,  I  went  there. 

The  General  made  a  fliort  fpeech,  im- 
porting that  he  had  come  to  take  his  leave 
of  th^  friends  of  the  people  previous  to  his 
leaving  Paris.  The  General  is  no  orator^ 
nor  did  he  attempt  eloquence  j  what  he  faid, 
'  however,  was  applauded.  One  of  his  friends 
rofe,  and  demanded  that  he  might  be  re- 
ceived as  a  member  into  the  Society :  this 
propofal  occafioned  a  murmur,  which  fur-* 
prifed  me  after  the  applaufe  with  which  the 
General  himfelf  had  been  heard. 

I  foon  underllood  from  thofe  around  me, 

that  this  manner  of  propofing  a  member 

was  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  Society ; 

Ff  2  that 
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that  if  he  wifhed  to  be  admitted,  he  ought 
to  have  made  the  propofal  himfelf,  fince  he 
was  prefent,  and  not  by  deputation.  One 
of  the  Members  whifpered  the  General, 
who  im.mediately  rofe,  and  afked  the  favour 
of  being  received  as  a  member  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

Still  there  was  a  demur  and  whifperlog 
through  the  hall.  I  heard  fome  who  were 
near  me  fay,  that  the  ufual  formalities  ought 
not  to  be  difpenfed  with,  it  was  a  bad  prccc* 
dent;  others  might  cxpe<a  to  be  admitted  in 
the  fame  manner :  it  was  unworthy  of  Re- 
publicans to  pay  any  regard  to  his  rank  ia 
the  army^  &c.  &c» 

The  General  rofe  again,  and  declared,  that 
he  had  not  been  acquainted  with  the  parti- 
cular forms  of  the  Jacobin  Society  of  Paris», 
otherwife  he  would  have  ftridly  obferved 
them  in  the  application  he  made  j  that  per- 
haps it 'was  too  late,  as  he  fhould  be  obliged 
fo  foon  to  fet  out  for  the  army;  that  he 
2  had 
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had  imagiDed  tliey  might  be  the  Uk  necef<- 
fary  ia  his  cafe, as  he  was  already^  membcf 
of  the  Jacobin  Society  of  Strafbourg,  and 
had  been  fometimes  honqured  with  the- 
oame  of  the  Jacobin  General.  Cicer6  conld 
have  faid  nothing  mor^  perfuafive  than  this. 
KeUermann  was  declared  a  member  amidft 
the  applaufe  of  all  prefent. 

The  Prefident  gave  him  the  kUs  of  frater- 
nity, and  made  him  a  (hprt  addr?fs,  the  tpn* 
deocy  of  which  was  to  wifh  him  vi^ory,  and 
that  he  might  fpread  the  fentiments  of  liberty 
and  equality  among  the  fuperftitious  Haves  of 
Italy,  and  infpire  the  fubjeds  of  the  Pope 
with  the  fentiments  of  the  Roman  Republic: 
he  finifhed  by  exhorting  the  General  not  to 
allow  his  rnind  to  be  elated  by  the  vido- 
ries  which  he  had  already  obtained,  or  thofc 
which  the  army  of  the  Republic  might 
hereafter  obtain  under  his  command;  but 
lemeinber,  that  aftpr  them  all,  he  muft  return 
tp  the  condition  of  a  private  citizen,  and  be 
F  f  3  refpeded, 
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rtfytCtcAj  not  according  to  the  rank  he  was 
raifed  to  ifl  the  army,  but  according  to  hia 
virtues,  and  the  fervicc  he  had  rendered  to 
his  country. 

Kellennann  heard  this  admonition  with 
the  grave  and  refpedful  air  of  a  timid  ftu* 
dent  receiving  inftru^ons  from  a  Profeflbr. 

After  this,  a  member  of  the  Society, 
¥rhofe  face  I  had  never  feen,  and  iTvhofe  name 
I  do  not  remember,  afcended  the  tribune, 
and  made  a  tedious  and  difgufting  ha- 
rangue, to  prove  the  right  the  Nation 
has  to  try  and  condemn  the  King ;  repre- 
fenting  all  the.  arguments  in  favour  of  his 
inviolability  as  fophiftical,  and  hinting  that 
thofe  who  ufed  them  were  traitors  to  their 
country :  the  orator  added  every  thing  that 
malice  could  fuggeft,  to  inflame  tbe  audience 
againft  the  unfortunate  Monarch.  Among 
other  aflertions,  unfupported  by  probability 
or  proof,  he  faid,  "  that  the  King  had  gone 
from  the   Tuilerles  to  the  Aflerably  Hall 

partly 
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partly  from  fear  of  being  wounded  or  killed 
during  the  attack  which  he  had  ordered  to  be 
made  on  the  peqple,  and  partly  with  a  view  to 
point  out  the  members  he  wifhed  to  be  mur- 
dered by  the  Swifs,  and  by  the  Chevaliers  du 
Poignard^  whom  he  expcd:cd  every  mo- 
ment to  fee  enter  the  hall,  reeking  from  the 
daughter  of  the  citizens.  He  reprefented 
the  Queen  in  the  fame  light  j  and  concluded, 
that  both  merited  an  immediate  and  igno- 
minious death  :"  at  which  fome  woman  in 
the  galleries,  who  had  fhewn  much  fatis- 
fa£tion  during  the  difcourfe,  exclaimed| 
«*  Out,  ouir 

November  30. 
When  I  returned  from  the  Jacobins  laft 
night,  I  exprefTed  to  the  perfon  who  had 
procured  me  admiffion,  my  furprife  at  the 
hefitation  in  receiving  Kellermanu  as  a 
member.  "  I  fhould  have  thought,'*  faid  I, 
"  that  they  would  have  been  eager  to  ad- 
mit a  vidorious  General.'* 

Ff4  "In 
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*'  In  fliy  opinion  they  were  in  the  right  «a 

hefitatc,*'  he  replied:  "  no  fct  of  men  are  fi> 

apt  to  over-value  themfelvee  as  thofe  wha 

are  at  the  head  of  armies : — they  talk  of  their 

victories  a$  if  they  h^d  be^n  gained,  like  that 

of  Samfon,   by  the  ftrength  of  one  arm  5 

wheieaft  nothing  i^  more  catain^  than  that 

yidorie«  are  often  obtained  by  the  valour  of 

the  troops,  in  fpite  of  the  blunders  of  their 

General?.       Kellern^ann/'    continued    hcj| 

**  did  his  duty  at  Valmy ;  fo  did  every  folds^ 

of  his  army,  in  which  it  cannot  be  doubted 

there  are  at  leaft  an  hundred  who  are  as  f^c 

to  command  as  he,  and  fome  of  them,  in 

all  probability^   more  fo: — and  are  thofe 

gentry  to  exped  to  be  admitted  into  a  focie:^ 

ty  like  that  of  the  Jacobins,  without  obferv- 

ing  the  fame  forms  with  others  ?  No,  no^ 

fuch  diftindions  are  dangerous  to  liberty, 

particularly  when  bellowed  on  the  General 

of  an  army.   Who  was  it,"  continued  he^ 

*•  that  overturned  the  Roman   Republic^- 

Juliu^ 
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Julius  QatSsr,  die  Oeneral  of  lui  army.  Who 
difbokifled  the  Parliament  of  England,  and 
efiabliihed  militaxy  defpotifm  ?  Oliver  Crom^ 
well,  the  Qeneral  of  an  aroiy.  Who  refto^ 
red  royalty  in  the  fame  country?  Monk^ 
the  General  of  an  army." 

♦'  Do  you  imagine,'*  faid  I,  ^  that  little 
mortificationfi  of  this  kind  will  prevent  fimi- 
lar  events  from  happening  in  France?  AH 
liiofe  who  are  at  the  bead  of  your  armies 
may  not  have  the  moderatioii  of  Walhing-r 
ton/* 

*^  We  do  not  rely  on  the  moderation  of 
fwir  Generals/*  anfwered  he,  "  but  on  the 
fpirit  of  freedom  which  pervades  thp  French 
armies,  and  will  prove  a  check  to  the  am* 
bitioue  or  treacherous  views  of  their  lead* 
ers.  This  fpirit  did  not  eidft  in  any  of  thq 
armies  above  mentioned*  The  army  of 
Csefar  looked  up  to  him»  and  to  hlnx  only ; 
^t  1)18  order  ^hey  marched  with  as  little  re- 
luctance 
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kidancc  againft  the  Senate^  as  againft  the 
Gauls  :  the  armies  of  Cromwdl  and  Monk 
were  fo  deceived  and  modelled^  as  to  be- 
come the  blind  inftruments  of  the  will  of 
their  Generals:  the  armies  of  France  arc 
more  enlightened,  and  are  organifed  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner  j  they  will  follow  their  leaders 
againft  the  foreign  enemy,  but  not  againft 
their  country.  No  General  was  ever  more 
popular  than  La  Fayette;  yet  he  would 
have  been  arrefted  in  the  midft  of  his  own 
army,  if  he  had  not  fled ;  and  if  the  Con- 
vention thought  proper,  they  could  arreft 
Dumourier  to-morrow  in  the  middle  of  his, 
notwithftanding  all  his  vidories*  But  civil 
honours  and  diftinftions  would  render  the 
Generals  of  armies  more  dangerous ;  and 
therefore,  in  civil  fociety,  they  (hould  be 
made  to  feel  themfelves  on  a  level  with 
their  fellow  citizens,  and  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  the  fame  regulations  in  public  focietie§ 
with  the  other  members.     Every  kind  of 

particular 
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piffticular  diftindlioo  Ihewn  to  pix^effional 
rank,  or  to  birth,  is  unwonhy  of  the  inde« 
pendent  fpirit  of  Republicans ;  '^  and  you 
might  obfcrve/'  condbiued  he,  **  that  when 
citoyen  £galite  entered  and  feated  himfelf 
by  you,  his  appearance  produced  no  fenfa-* 
tion : — no  notice  was  taken  of  him.'* 

**  Forgive  me,"  anfwered  I,  **his  en- 
trance did  produce  afenfation;  and  if  I  had 
not  before  been  acquainted  with  his  perfon, 
I  fhould  have  gueffed  it  to  be  him,  by  an 
affedlation  which  I  remarked  in  thofc 
around,  not  to  take  notice  of  him/' 

December  i. 
Few  things  fliock  a  ftranger  more  on  his 
firft  arrival  in  this  country,  than  the  unre- 
lenting and  indelicate  ftyle,  in  which  the 
Queen  is  fpoken  of;  and  nothing  feems 
more  contrary  to  what  was  formerly  con- 
fidered  as  charaderiftic  of  the  French  na- 
tion.    They' have  been  often  accufed  of 

paying 
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paym^  ib  great  au  mtudonto  poIiboM^ 
Urn  tfacy  negkde4 morality;  they  are  4pw 
VlUaiiger  df  nqgle^og  the firA> wajthout  pay** 
iog  more  atteiuiQQ  to  the  fecond^  and  of 
lofiog  every  atmbutc  of  courtiers^  except 
that  oi  ahandoning  the  uofortunate. 

The  report  in  the  name  of  tlie  Commit- 
tee of  JOgiflatiop,  on  the  moxk  of  cojyiuSt- 
ifj^  the  King's  trial,  was  read  lately  in  the 
Convention  by  Mailhe: — after  which,  he 
(aid,  ^  We  have  faid  nothing  of  Marie  An* 
toinette;  what  right  has  (he  to  have  her 
cafe  confounded  with  that  of  Lewis  XVI  ? 
The  lives  of  thofe  women  who  have  had 
the  titles  of  Queen  of  France  were  never 
eonfidered  as  more  inviolable  or  more  iacred 
than  thofe  of  oth^  rebels  or  eonfpiratorsj 
therefore,  in  cafe  you  think  proper  to  bring 
a  decree  of  acci^fation  againft  her,  fhe  will 
of  courfe  be  tried  by  fpmg  of  the  ordinary 
criminal  courts/' 

As  the  mode  of  trying  the  King  was  th« 

fole 
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fole  6bjed  fiibmitted  to  the  confideradon  of 
the  Committee^  I  was  refleding  what  could 
be  this  man's  motive  for  departing  from  the 
fubjed  of  the  report,  on  piirpofe  to  make 
this  brutal  attack  on  the  Queen;  but  when 
he  had  finifhed,  and  I  heard  the  galleries  re- 
found  with  applaufe,  I  was  no  longer  at  z 
)ofs«  As  foon  as  the  noife  was  over^  I  heaid 
one  of  the  Deputies  fay  to  his  jieighbour, 
*'  I  fliould  not  be  furprifed,  that  Ihe  were 
condemned  to  occupy  Madame  de  la  Motte^s 
vacant  place  at  the  Kc8tre  */* 

But  what  furprifed  me  more  dian  any 
thing  I  have  had  occafion  to  obferve  ofl 
this  fubjeflt,  was  a  converfation  I  had  at  a 
coffee-houfe,  in  the  Palais  Royal,  with  a 
perfon  I  have  fometimes  accidentally  met 
there;  he  is  a  man  of  a  grave  and  refped^'^ 

^  The  perfon^s  name  who  made  this  harfh  and  in* 
decent  fpeech^  tt  in  sify  original  Journal^  I  on|k  H 
here,  becaufe  I  afterwards  knew  of  a  very  e^ential  fqp* 
vict  whioh  he  rendered  to  an  unfortunate  Emigrant. 
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•blc  appcarancci  of  about  forty-fivc  or  fifty 
years  of  age,  well  drefled,  but  ratber  in  the 
ftyle  that  was  fafhionable  before,  than  fince 
the  Revolution.     He^is  not  a  member  of 
t;he  Convention,  hut  I  had  feen  him  there 
often,  and  had  fometimes  converfed  with 
him :   I  took  him  for  a  man  of  moderation 
and  humanity,  he  now  convinced  me  how 
much  I  had  been  miftaken.^ — I  afked  him  a 
^ueilion  concerning  the  intended  trial  of  the 
King — there  was  nothing  remarkable  in  his 
anfwer.    I  then  faid  fomething  cxpreffive  of 
fympathy  for  the  deplorable  fituation  of  the 
Queen :  his  eyes  kindled,  and  his  counte* 
nance  altered  at  the  name;  the  mention  of 
the  Queen  afFefted  him  as  that  of  chivalry 
did  Don  Quixote  j  his  difcourfe,  from  that  of 
4  man  of  fenfe,  became  the  ravings  of  a  mad*- 
man ;  he  poured  out  the  moft  illiberal  tor- 
rent  of  rancorous  abufe  againft  her  that  I 
ever  heard;  and  concluded  the  whole  with 
this  horrid  fentiment,  which  I  tranflate  li- 
terally: 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(    447    ) 

terftUy :  ^'  I  hope  thut  wojoiaa  will  be  ob- 
liged to  drink  the  full  draught  of  mifery 
svhitji  lA ,  poured  out*  for  her,  to  the  very- 
dregs."        :     _ 

The  raiKOUr  which' in  this  country  is 
inanifefted  againft  th^  Queen,  is  more  vio- 
lent and  more  unaccountable  than  even  that 
whiph  appe^ed  in  Scotland  againft  Muy 
^Qvieen  of  Scots,  though  many  drcum- 
Ounces  concurred  to  create  a  jealoufy  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  Scotland,  againft 
their  Sovereign,  which  do  not  exift  in, the 
c^erinftance.  Endowed  with  unrivalled 
beauty,  and  adorned  with  every  elegant -ac- 
complifhment,  Mary  had  ,been  accuftomed 
to  the  fplendor  of  a  licentious  Courti  over 
which  prefided  an  unprincipled  woman, 
of  whofe  politics,  gallantry  was  a  principal 
lengine.  She  returned  to  her  native  country 
at  a  time  when  it  was  fo  overfhadowed  with 
fanatical  gloom,  that  the  inhabitants  con- 
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iidered  gaiety  as  (inftil^  and  pkafuttf  as  4 
profanaddn. 

^  Mary  was  of  a  religion  which  the  Scot- 
ti(h  nation  held  in  abhorrence:  how  could 
a  people  endure  the  varied  ornamented 
robes  of  Popery,  in  whofe  eyes  the  dckr^nt 
furplice  of  the  Church  of  Englaiftd  was  do- 
tefted,  as  a  rag  of  (he  ftrumpet  of  Babylon, 
whofe  worfhip  they  fufpcdcd  their  young 
Queen  wifhed  to  introduce  into  her  native 
country? 

The  manners  of  the  Court  of  Vienna 
were  very  different  from  thofe  of  the  Louvre; 
arid  the  chara£ier  of  Maria  Therefa  was 
the  reverfe  of  that  of  Catherine  of  Medicis. 
— ^That  their  Queen  was  beautiful,  and  ele- 
gant, and  gay;  that  file  loved  fplendor,  and 
was  a  Roman  CatholiCf  were  circuniftancei 
of  a  nature  to  gain,  and  not  to  ali«tiate  a 
people  like  the  French. 

Befides,  the  crimes  imputed  to  Mai7,whe* 
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iiier  true  or  falfe,  were  of  a  mijcH  deepef  dye 
than  any  which  calumny  has  ever  laid  to  the 
charge  pf  the  Queen  of  France.  And  although 
the  fate  of  the  former  was  moft  affecting  and 
deploratle,  yet  the  canfes  which  brought  it 
on  are  not  uncommon.  Mary  fell  the  vidim 
of  hypbcrifyi  female  jealoufy,  and  political 
feari  whereas  the  fufferings  of  the  Queen 
of  Fradce  are  as  contrary  to  policy  as  to 
humanity,  and  proceed  fromi  a  people,  who, 
before  they  could  behate  to  her  in  the 
barbarous  manner  they  did,  muft  have 
renounced  every  amiable  quality  imputed 
io  theth  by  their  friends,  and  adopted  die 
difpofition  of  which  they  art  accufed  by 
their  bittereft  enemies. 

■ 

December  2. 

The  nioft  deplorable  circumftance  which 
diftinguifhes  this  Revolution  fromi  othersi. 
Is,  that  when  its  original  obje(3:  was  in  a 
great  meafure  obtained,  order,  tranquillity, 

Vol;  u.  Gg  and  ' 
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and  fubmiffion  to  law  did  not  return.  One 
rcFolution  has  been  grafted  on  another; 
new  alterations  have  been  imagin  -1,  and 
executed  by  men  more  violent,  and  means 
more  bloody,  'than  the  former ;  the  popu- 
lace, ftimulated  by  unprincipled  leaders,  have 
committed  all  the  excefles,of  revolted  ne- 
groes, or  of  flaves  who  have  burft  from  the 
galleys.  At  this  moment,  four  years  after 
the  firft  infurreftion,  inftead  of  the  bleffings 
of  freedom,  the  unhappy  people  of  France 
are,  under  the  name  of  a  Republic,  fufFering 
more  intolerable  oppreflion  than  they  ever 
did  under  the  moft  defpotic  of  their  mo- 
narchs ;  and  are  at  the  fame  time  expofed  to 
the  attacks  of  external  enemies,  whofe  num- 
ber is  daily  increafmg.  by  the  imprudent 
condud  of  their  new  governors. 

Of  all  the  evils  which  have  attended  this 
extraordinary  Revolution,  the  moft  import- 
ant to  mankind  in  general,  perhaps,  is,  that 
it   weakens  the  indignation  which   every 
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literal  mind  naturally  feels  for  defpotifm,  and 
inclines  them  to  fubmit  to  the  awful  tran*^ 
quillity  of  methodifed  oppreffion,  rather, 
than  rilk  fuch  fcenes  of  anarchy  and  car- 
nage as  have  been  of  late  exhibited  in  this 
country. 

Yet  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  de- 
fpotifm,  though  lefs'  favage,  is  more  hopelefs 
than  anarchy,  which  contains  within  itfelf 
the  feeds  of  its  own  deftrudion;  whereas, 
the  pillars  of  defpotifm,  being  artfully  ar- 
ranged for  the  fupport  of  each  other^  as 
well  as  of  that  of  the  general  fabric,  may 
fland  for  ages.  Were  it  not  for  this  circum- 
fiance,  and  if  there  were  no  choice  but  to 
live  under  arbitrary  government,  or  to  be 
expofed  to  the  unreftrained  ravages^  and 
cruelties  of  a  frantic  populace,  perhaps  the 
former  would  be  preferred  as  the  lefler  evil. 
—For,  in  fpite  of  the  vitiating  tendency  of 
unlimited  power  on  the  human  heart,  hif- 
tory  afibrds  inftances  of  perhaps  one  in  a 
Gg  a  dozen 
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cfozcn  of  Princes  whofc  power  was  urf* 
limited,  and  who  yet  preferved  the  virtues 
of  humanity  ;  whereas  a  mob  is  always  fii- 
lious,  brutal,  and  cruel. 

But  Heaven  has  not  confined  mauMnd 
to  this  miferaWe  alternative;  nor  is  every 
nation  poffefled  of  the  rmpetuofity  of  the 
French,  which,  at  the  firft  fenfation  of  free^ 
dom,  has  hurried  them  headlong  into  ex-*- 
cefles  withoirt  any  rational  objedl — Kke  the 
lunatic,  who  having  fpoken  the  language  of 
moderation,  and  announced  a  peaceable  dif- 
pofitlon,  makes  ufe  of  his  liberty  in  attack- 
wg  every  body  around,  and  fighting  furi-* 
oufly,  till,  his  ftrength  being  cxhauftcd,  he 
is  again  brought  back  to  bis  fetters. 

The  emigration  of  the  Nfobleflc  was  molt 
unfortunate;  I  fpeak  of  that  which  took 
place  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution,- 
when  it  was  ftill  fafe  for  them  to  remain  ia 
their  country;  and  not  of  thofe  which  ha^rc 
happened  fince,  and  were  abfolutely  necef- 
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^j.for  felf-preftrvation :  but  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  the  neccifity  for  thefe  laft 
emigrations  arofe  from  the  unneceflary  one 
5vhich  took  place  at  lirft.  Had  all  the  Nom 
bleflc  remained,  it  cannot  be  imagined  but 
ihat  a  body  of  men  x>i  the  moft  extenfive 
property  muft,  in  fpite  of  the  torrent  of  the 
times,  have  retained  great  influence,  and  pre- 
sented many  x?f  the  diforders  which  have 
jdiftracaed  this  unhappy  ^country.  Numbers 
pf  the  Noblefle  would  have  been  elcded  into 
the  Aflemblies,  and  thus  hav^  precluded 
fome  Deputies  who  perhaps  have  been  the 
caufe  of  great  mifchief:  by  accommodating 
themfelves  in  fome  degree  to  the  prevailing 
opinions,  they  would  have  gradually  ren- 
dered them  more  mild  and  conciliatory, 
and  prevented  that  degree  of  acrimoni- 
pus  prejudice  which  at  prefent  prevails 
againft  the  whole  body  of  Nobility.  The 
earlieft  emigrants  being  confidered  as  the 
tigators  of  a  combination  of  foreign 
pg3  powers 
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powers  againft  France,  as  determined  to 
re-eftabli(h  the  ancient  government,  and  as 
filled  with  the  mod  implacs^bk  defire  of 
vengeance ;  the  odium  againft  them  became 
ftronger  every  day,  and  was  by  the  popib- 
lace,  ever  incapable  of  difcrimination, 
extended  to  the  whole  clafs.  The  Noi? 
blefle  who  remained  in  the  country  were 
daily  provoked  by  new  injuries  from  their 
countrymen  within,  and  piqued  by  letters 
from  thofe  without^  accufmg  them  of  mean? 
nefs  in  fubmitting  to  the  new  order  of 
thipgs,  and  of  cowardice  for  not  joining 
the  armies  of  the  Princes.  It  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  many  of 
them  left  their  country.  After  the  tenth 
of  Auguft^  it  became  dangerous  for  arty 
of  them  who  had  (hewn  themfelvcs  the 
friends  of  limited  Monarchy,  and  eager  to 
fupport  the  Conftitution,  to  remain  io 
France. 
As  for  that  party  which  is  .kaowo  by  th^ 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(    455    ) 

r 

name  of  Girondifte,  and  to  which  Roland, 
Briflbt,  Buzot,  Condorcet,  and  many  other 
deputies  who  do  not  come  from  the  Gi- 
ronde,  belong,  they  are  certainly  free  from 
the  dreadful  guilt  of  the  maflacre  of  the 
prifonersj  I  am  perfuaded  alfo,  that  they 
not  only  wiQied  to  fave  the  life  of  the 
King,  but  that  fome  of  them  have  rifked 
their  own  lives  in  the  various  meafures  they 
have  ufed  for  that  purpofe:  yet  being  ac- 
quitted of  thefe,  other  charges  of  a  highly 
criminal  nature  remain  againft  them. 

After  the  Conftitution  was  accepted  by 
the  King,  and  after  they  themf(?lves  had 
fworn  to  maintain  it,  they  continued  their 
efforts  to  overthrow  it. 

Judging  of  the  King  from  what  they 
thought  muft  be  his  fecret  wifli;  and 
what,  it  is  probable,  they  were  confcious 
would  have  been  their  own  conduct  in  his 
fituation,  they  could  never  believe  that 
Jie  would  remain  faithful  to  the  Conftitu- 
G  g  4  tionj 
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tioi);  they  werc  convinced  that  in  his  h^ 
he  abhorred  it,  and  would  feize  the  firft  op- 
portunity to  overturn  it,  to  punifh  all  whq 
had  any  hand  in  eftabliftiing  it,  and  to  re* 
ftore  the  ancient  fyftem  v^ith  renewed  forc^ 
and  au^ented  terror.  They  were  convin- 
ced that  the  freedom  of  France  could  have; 
no  fure  foundation  but  in  a  Republic ;  and 
on  this  convidion,  they  fcrupled  not  to  uf(; 
the  moft  perfidious  means  to  introduce  tha? 
form  of  government. 

They  endeavoured  to  vilify  the  charadef 
of  the  King,  with  a  view  to  render  royalty 
odious  and  contemptible;  they  gave  circu- 
lation to  innumerable  ftories,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  others  of  the  Royal  family,  whici; 
they  either  knew  to  be  falfe,  or  had  ilQ 
proof  of  their  being  true. 

On  mere  conjefturc,  they  accufed  the 
King  and  Queen  of  undermining  the  Confti- 
tution  to  rcftore  defpotifm,  while  they  wer^ 
coafcious  of  undermining  it  themfelvcs,  oa 
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jpurpofe  to  rear  a  Republic,  They  laybj^ 
yed  their  country  ia  a  war  with  the  Emw 
pcror,  on  pretexts  which  they  knew  to  be 
groundlefs,  and  folely  in  ^thc  expcaatioa 
that  it  would  increafe  that  jealoufy  of  th^ 
King  which-  already  exifted,  and  give  rilb 
to  incidents  and  circumftaaces  04  whicli 
plaufible  accufations  agaiafl  him  ^nd  hif 
^inifters  might  be  founded. 

By  thofe  means,  they  rendered  a  bene^ 
yolent  Prince,  who  was  anxious  for  the 
tvelfare  of  his  fubjc<fi8,  unpopular;  by  thpfe 
^eans  they  produced  the  infurredion  of 
the.  20th  of  June,  and  prepared  the  minds 
of  the  populace  for  that  of  the  loth  of  Au-- 
guft;  and  by  making  it  be  believed,  that  a 
Prince  of  fuch  a  quiet,  unambitious  charac- 
ter as  Lewis  XVI. .  could  not  remain  fatisr* 
^ed  with  the  power  granted  by  the  Confti-^ 
tution,  but  was  fecretly  conspiring  to  rcftorc 
^efpotifm,  conveying  the  idea,  that  every 
cue  who  could  be  placed  on  the  throne 
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would  do  the  fame^  the  French  natioq 
were  tricked  into  a  republican  form  of 
government,  when  there  is  great  reafoo 
to  believe  that  a  vaft  majority  would  have 
preferred  a  limited  monarchy, 

December  3. 

That  fickleaefs  of  difpofition  which  has 

been  confidered  as  the  general  charadleriftic 

pf  the  populace  of  every  nation,  certainly 

.  belongs  in  a  ftronger  degree,  and  more  pc* 

'  culiarly  to  the  French  than  to  any  other, 

jmd  has  appeared  more  perfpicuoufly  fmce 

the  prefent  Revolutioa  than  it  perhaps  ever 

did  before. 

Nothing  could  furpafs  the  popularity  of 
Necker  at  one  period.  Although  a  ftranger 
.  and  a  proteft^nt,  the  whole  nation,  fixing 
their  ey?s  on  him,  feemed  to  exclaim,  Tu 
piaximus  tile  ^i— -and  to  confider  him  as  the 
only  perfon  who  could  fave  the  country  from 
ruin,  and  reftore  their  affairs,     A  fliort 
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time  after  he  had  beea  recalled  by  the  unl? 
ted  voice  of  the  people,  he  began  to  be  uei^ 
gleded,  and  is  now  almoft  forgotten* 

La  Fayette,  who  was  adored,  is  now  de« 
tefteA 

The  popularity  of  Petlon,  which  was  in 
its  meridian  j;^hen  we  arrived  in  France,  be? 
gins  already  to  decline, 

Orleans  and  others  have  had  their  mo^ 
^ents  of  popularity,  which,  as  a  genuine 
poet  beautifully  obferves  of  pleafures,  ha» 
Jiad  the  fate 

Of  fnow  that  falls  upon  the  river, 
A  moment  white— then  melts  for  ever  ^ 
Or  like  the  borealis  race. 
That  flit  ere  you  can  point  their  place  } 
Or  like  the  rainbow's  lovely  form 
Evanifhing  amid  th^  ftorm*« 

The  fame  ficklenefs  which  the  French 
have  difplayed  in  a  manner  fo  ftriking,  with 
|:efpe^  to  their  favourites,  at  various  pe- 
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ripds  of  the  Revolution,  is  alfo  con{|>icQOii| 
with  regard  to  their  tafte  in  government^ 
^hen  the  attempt  was  made  to  introduce 
It  republican  form,  after  the  KingV  return 
^om  Varennes,  it  was  rejeded. 

In  the  month  of  July  laft,  a  mepber  of 
0ie  National  AflTembJy  declared,  that  he  wa^ 
^s  much  a^inft  a  Republic  being  eftabiiibed 
In  France,  as  a  defpocic  Monarchy;  and  h^ 
invited  all  who  were  of  the  fame  opinioi^i 
|0  avow  it  by  Handing  up# 

All  the  members  inftantly  ftood  up» 

This  happened  in  the  month  of  July,  and 
the  National  Convention  decreed  the  abo^ 
lition  of  monarchy  on  the  21ft  of  Sep- 
tember, 

I  ftated  this  to  a  Member  of  the  Cooven* 
tion  yefterday,  as  a  proof  that  his  country- 
jnen  were  free  from  that  ftubbornnefs  of 
which  fome  people  are  accufed. 

He  anfwered,  ^*  that  although  he  did  not 

jjelieve  the  change  of  opinion  to  be  fo  unw 
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fcrM  as  fome  wifhed  to  have  It  AougKt^ 
JpethcdlrV/bcUclvc,  that  there  was  a  confii- 
derable  change  fmce  the  loth  of  Augufl:^ 
which  he  imagiaed  was  in  a  great  mea^ 
fure  owing  to  two  caufes:  Firft^  the  iden 
that  preirailed,  that  the  papers  found  in 
the  King's  cabinet  on  that  day^  and  thofis 
lately  difcovered  in  the  iront  cheft^  in  the 
wall  of  the  palace^  formed  a  convincing 
proof  of  the  King's  having  confpired  with 
the  foreign  enemy  to  betray  the  country^ 
^  This/*  he  faid,  "  had^aifed  a  general  in* 
dignation,  and  had  reconciled  many  minds 
to  the  idea  of  a  Republic,  who  formerly 
thought  that  form  of  government  very  urn 
fuitable  to  France. 

**  A  fecond  caufe  which  contributed  to 
^  the  fame  cfFed/*  h^  faid,  *•  was  the  prodi-a^ 
gious  fuccefs  of  their  arms;  which  was  in  a 
great  meafure  imputed  to  the  energy  which 
the  idea  of  being  republicans  and  freemert 
imprefled  onrthe  minds  of  the  French/' 

I  ob-- 
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I  ehSsryidi  '^  that  if  this  laft  coAfidera&rf 
had  any  weight,  it  muft  entirely  procccA 
from  the  infpiriting  fentiment  of  freedom^ 
and  the  French  might  have  been  free  with* 
out  being  Republicans.'* 

The  perfon  with  whom  I  was  converfingi 
being  himfelf  a  Republican,  fhook  his  head 
at  this^obfervation ; — on  which  I  added,  "  It 
16  equally  certain,  that  they  may  be  Repub- 
Means  without  being  free  ♦•'* 

Accounts  of  towns  taken,  battles  gained, 
and  fuccefs  of  every  kind,  are  announced  in 
the  Convention  almoft  daily.  Four  ftand- 
ards  taken  from  the  Piedmontefe  were  pre- 
fented  to  them  yefterday,  by  an  aid-de-r 
camp  of  General  Anfelme,  fent  from  his 
army  for  that  purpofe;  the  colours  were 
unrolled  and  difplayed  in  the  middle  of  the 
*  hall  J   the   applaufe  And  fliouting   were  of 

*  This  perfon,  who  was  attached  to  the  party  of  Ro- 
land and  Briflbt,  has  had  fevere  experience  of  the  truth 
of  this  rofiiark* 

1  courfc 
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Courfe  loud  and  perfevermg,— In  his  addrefs 
tT>  the  Aflfemblj,  the  officer  made  ufe  of 
Ibme  expreffions  which  indicate  pretty  juftly 
to  what  a  height  national  vanity  is.  mounted 
in  this  country:  I  tranflate  them  literally* 

"Xegiflators,  our  enemies  had  the  auda- 
city to  appear :  Anfelme  (hewed  himfelf^  and 
they  fled  as  ufual.  Our  army  ardently  de- 
fires  to  enter  into  the  heart  of  Italy.  Na- 
ples infults  you,  Rome  exdommunicates 
you,  the  King  of  Sardinia  does  not  ac- 
knowledge you  his  conquerors:  only  give 
us  the  order,  and  all  the  crowns  of  the  South 
fhall  be  brought  to  your  bar.  Our  foldiers 
declare,  that  each  of  them  has  a  heart  to 
blefs  your  decrees,  and  two  hands  to  exe- 
cute them.  The  Romans  in  their  degeneracy 
called  out  for  bread,  and  public  fpeftacles ; 
the  French,  being  regenerated,  demand  bread 
and  the  profperity  of  the  Republic." 

The  Imperial  Eagle,  which  formerly  flood 
on  the  top  of  thefteeple  ofNamur,  has  beea 
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!femove<!  to  Paris :  it  was  placed  on  in  oped 
carriage,  and  drawn  in  the  moft  oftcnta* 
tious  manner  from  the  gate  of  the"  city  tof 
the  door  of  the  Aflembly  hall,  efcortcd  by 
4  party  of  dragoons,  one  of  whom  rode  Ina- 
ibediately  before  the  carrriage,  holding  d 
chain,  the  other  end  of  which  was  around 
the  Eaglets  neck* 

1  was  at  the  Convention  when  the  com^ 
mander  of  the  party  came  to  the  bar,  and 
addreffing  the  Aflembly  faid:  ^^Legifla* 
teurs,  Monfeignieur  TAigle  Imperiale  at* 
tend  V06  ordres.'* 

One  Deputy  moved,  that  It  fhould  bef 
placed,  with  the  claws  and  beak  cut  o£^  od 
the  top  of  the  obelifk  now  ereding  int 
the  Place  de  Vidoire.  Merlin  of  Thion- 
tille  propofed  that  it  fhould  rather  be  bung^, 
hy  the  legs  from  the  fame  monument*  An* 
other  defired  that  the  Eagle  fhould  bfe  per- 
mitted to  (land  in  his  ufual  pofhire^  but 
with  the  cap  of  Liberty  on  his  he^d. 

The^b* 
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Thcfe  witticifms,  fuch  as  they  arc,  afford- 
ed great  entertainment. 

The  prodigious  torrent  of  fuccefs  which 
has  flowed  on  the  Republic  of  late,  might 
have  intoxicated  a  nation  of*  foberer  brains 
than  the  French.  Had  this  produced  no 
other  effcifls  than  huzzas,  and  procelEons  ift 
the  ftreets,  allufions  -to  theit  vidories,  and 
felf-praife  in  fongs  and  declamations  at  the 
theatres,  or  the  rhodomontadea  of  a  few 
orators  in  the  Convention,  there  would  have 
been  no  great  harm  ;  but  mod  unfortunate^- 
\y  the  intoxication  has  affcded  the  judg* 
ment  of  a  majority  of  the  deputies,  as  evi^^ 
dently  appears  by  the  decilion  of  the  Exet 
cutive  Council  of  the  i6th  of.  November, 
fent  to  the  French  Generals  commanding 
the  expedition  to  Brabant,  to  ufe  every  mea«* 
fure  in  their  power  to  open  the  navigation 
of  the  Scheldt  j  and  by  the  inconfiderate  and 
ra(h  decree  of  the  19th  of  November,  by 
which  the  Convention  declares,  **  au  nom 

VOL.  II.  H  h  de 
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de  la  Nation  Fran9oHe,  qn^eUe  accordera 
fraternite  et  fecours  a  toua  Ics  geupl^  qui . 
voudront  recouvrir  kur  liberty  * ;"  and 
Jikcwife  by  charging  tht  Executive  Poiycr  to 
give  the  commanders  of  the  FreiKb  aiimles 
orders  to  proted  the  citizens  of  ey^  coua^ 
try  who  may  be  difturbcd  or  vexed  for  the 
caufe  of  liberty. 

Which  ia  in  effed  telling  the  inhabitaatt 
of  every,  country,  that  whenever  they  choofe 
to  rife  in  infnrre£tion  againft  their  govcra*- 
mcnt,  they  will  be  ajffifled  by  the  Freneh. 

So  fiir  from  adhering  to  their  former  pro- 
feflions  of  a,  love  of  peace  with  all  their 
neighbours,  it  is  proclaiming  a  challenge  to 
all  Europe,  and  laying  the  foundation  of 
pverlafting  war;  for  what  country  exifts, 
or  ever  did  exift,  in  which  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants did  not  think  that  they  Ubourcd  'un« 

'  *  In  the  name  of  the  French  nation,  that  they  will 
aflift  the  people  of  every  country  who  yoSx  to*  recotclr 
their  liberty, 
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,V««fe)rt5  or* iiifrfftgemttits  of  thieit  liberty? 
*rhi8  dwree  therefore  ann<)undes  to  all  the 
people  of  Europe^  thatas  often  as  ihy  part  of 
them  choofes  to  r Ael  againft  their  govern-* 
nimt,<k'  will  be  fupported  by  France.  By  a 
decide  of  th?  2'7th  of  November^  Savoy  is 
declared  an  eighrf-fotrtrth  department^  un- 
dier  the  name  bf  the  department  of  Mont 
Blaiic  I  which,  contrary  to  their  former 
djedarlationsy  renouncing  every  idea  of 
ccmqtteft^  is  to  all  inteiAs  and  ^purpofes 
Tuakmg  a  copqticft,  and  evincing  as  great  an 
aixd>ition  for  extent  of  dominion  as  Lewis 
.XI V,  ot  any  French  monarch' eyer  difplay* 
cd;  and  of  courfe  the  Republic  will  roufe  the 
jealottfy  of  Europe  as  much  as  he  did4 

De  cumber  4. 

A  Committee  had  been  appointed  to  ex- 

fcimine  certain  papers,  lately  difcovercd  in 

an  iron  eheft,  cpncealed  in  a  cavity  of  the 

wall  of  the  palace. 
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As  a  report  was  this  day  to  be  made  to 
the  Convention  concerning  thofe  papers^ 
vfc  went  to  the  AfTembly  to  hear  it,  al« 
though  we  had  previoufly  determined  to 

leave  Paris  early  in  the  morning. 

* 

Some  very  important  difcoveries  were 
expeded  from  thofe  papers.     When  RhuU 
of  Strafburgh,  who  was  Prefident  of  the 
Committee,  afcended  the  tribune  to  make  the 
report,  a  moft  profound  and  awful  (ilence 
took  place ;  it  was  uaderftood,  that  there 
were  a  number  of  letters  to  the  King,  and 
his  Miniftcrs,  among  thofe  papers.     Every 
Member  of  the  Convention  mull  therefore 
have  been  in  a  date  of  anxiety,  either  on 
his  own  account  or  on  account  of  fome  of 
his  friends :  an  imprudent  expreilion  in  a 
letter  to  a  Minifter  might,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  men*s  minds,  expofe  the  writer  to 
great  danger.     The  papers  however  proved 
to  be  of  very  little  importance.    Barrerc, 
who  at  prefent  is  Prefident  of  the  Conven- 
tion, 
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tioDy  18  mentioned  in  fome  of  thefe  papers ; 
fo  are  Dumourier,  Clavicrc,  Kerfaint,  all  as 
having  had  fome  conne£tioh  or  intercourfe 
with  the  Court,  but  not  in  a  way  that  can 
be  coniidered  as  criminal. — But,  although^ 
no  fufpicion  of  treafon  could  be  inferred 
from  them,  one  particular  letter  does  afibrd' 
one  of    the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  felf-fuffi- 
cicncy  and   prefumption  that  has  been  re- 
corded in  hiftory  or  fable  fmce  the  days  of 
Phaeton.     It  is  from  Rouyer,  a  member  of 
the  Convention,  who  had  alfo  been  of  the 
former  Affembly. 

The  man  had  frequently  drawn  my  at- 
tention before :  he  is  remarkably  noify  and 
buftling;  but  as  his  importance  feemed  to  be 
founded  on  his  own  fingle  opinion,  and  what 
he  faid,  although  pronounced  with  great 
force,  had  little  weight,  I  had  never  in- 
quired his  name. 

The  letter  is  dated  in  March,  and  is  ad- 
drefied  to  the  King  himfelf. 

The  following  are  extrads  from  it : 

H  h  3  *♦  Pro- 
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*^  Profondement  occupe  dcs  mau^  qui 
dechirent  ma  patrie,  j  ai  du  compjter  aiidi 
fes  innombrables  reflburces;  j'a|  fpnd^  iea 
bleflurca  ct  calcule  (es  forces ;  j'ai  tout  com- 
pare, tout  aprofondi,  tout  prevu*."  He 
then  declares,  that  he  has  a  feqret  which 
will  within  two  months  reftore  the  health  of 
the  empire,  ^^cicatrifer  {c%  plaies,  dlffip^r 
fes  alarmes,  (innifailer  fcs  perils,  renidr«  a  h 
France  le  repos  qui  la  fuit,  \^,  digpit^  qui  lui 
convient,  et  au  tr6ne  Tamour  qui  TitSer- 
put  avec  1  eclat  qui  le  decore  f/'  He  at  laft 
reveals  his  fecret,  which  Ts,  only  that  the 
King  would  place  the  whole  power  of  the 
8tate  in  his  hands;  and  he  continues,  ^*  3ire, 

*  —Deeply  concemc4  for  the  misfortunes  of  my 
country,  I  Imitc  alfo  reflcftcd  on  her  innumerable  re* 
fouTces ;  I  have  founded  ber  woi^nd$  and  calculated  her 
force ;  I  have  ^OT.parcd  them,  I  have  fathomed  th^m,  J 
have  forefccn  every  thing 

f  That  will  heal  her  wounds,  diilipate  her  alarmS| 
annihilate  her  dangers,  and  yeftore  to  France  the  pran- 
quillity  which  has  fled  from  her,  and  the  dignity  which 
becomes  her;  ^nd  to  the  Crown  the  public  love  whid^ 
renders  it  fccyre^  an^  tjixc,  fplendpr  w^9h  ^GO?n%  it  — ^ 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(    471     ) 

.  jjeje  repute  feiiCQte  a  votre  Majrft^,  je  m'en- 

.^gQ.a  retabfir  dans  deux  mois  la  paix  au 

dedsind^  k  cofiiideratibn  au  dehors,  la  fell- 

,cit4  piiblique  ^  et  rautorite    royale 

.  J*ifai  voui  reveler  ce  que  vos  Miniftres  vcnis 
cachebc^  o^  vqua  ap|>rendre<:e  qu'ils  ign^- 
rent — *~ — Pqujt  moi.  Sire;  j«  connoU  ii 
bi^n  DOS  forces  et  nos  moyena,  qu'eh  jetant 
les  yeuK  fur  les  enaemls  qui  nous  lirenacehf, 
j'ai  p^iiie  a  me  defendre  d'un  fcntiment  de 
pitie* — J'al  port^  mes  regards  iuK  toutes  Iob 
.GcfUTB  de  TEuropejet  je  fuisbien  fiir  dd  Id^ 

forcer  k  la  paix* Jfe  jouirai^  daoi  le  ft 

lence^  du  fruit  de  mes  confeils — Ji^ureui: 
du  bonheur  de  tous^  je  dirigerai  vers  reus 
feul  la  recoanolflance  publique  ^/* 

This 

♦  Sire,  I  again  repeat  to  your  Majefty,  that  I  en- 
gage to  rc-eflablifh,  within  the  fpace  of  two  months, 
peace  within,  importance  from  without,  general  fell- 
city,  and  the  royal  authority 

I  will  reveal  to  you  what  your  Minifters  conceal,  and 

I  will  iuftruft  you  in  what  they  are  ignorant. As 

for  iny  own  partj  Slre^  I  am  fo.  intimately  acquainted 
,'        .     /.  Hh  4  with 
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This  letter  had,  it  is  fut>bable,  been  kept 
as  a  curiofity  of  its  kiad,  and  thrown  into 
the  cheft  with  the  other  papers  found  there* 

Barrerc's  name  having  been  mentioned 
in  one  of  them,  namely,  in  a  letter  from 
M.  de  la  Porte  to  the  King,  he  thought  pro- 
per to  demand  leave  to  be  heard  before 
any  other  perfon ;  as  the  Prefident  of  the 
National  Convention  ought  not  to  remain  a 
moment  under  fufpicion. — He  defired  Gua- 
det  to  occupy  his  place  as  Prefident,  while 
he  himfelf  went  to  the  tribune,  to  explain 
how  he  came  to  be  mentioned  in  De  la 
Porters  letter. 

Before  he  began,  Charlier  fuddenly  ftood 
up,  and  faid,  that  the  fame  delicacy  which 
had  prompted  Barrere  to  quit  his  place  as 

with  our  force,  that  on  contemplating  the  enemies 
who  threaten  us,  I  can  fcarccly  fupprefs  a  feml. 
went  of  pity.  I  have  thrown  my  eyes  on  all  the  Courts 
of  Europe,  and  I  am  certain  of  being  able  to  force  them 
into  peace. — —I  (hall  enjoy  in  Clence  the  fruit  of 
n?y  counfeL — Satisfied  with  the  general  profpcrity,  I 
ihall  dircft  the  public  gratitude  to  your  Majcfty. 

Prefident, 
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Prcfidcnti  ought  td  hare  prevented  vGuadct 
from  taking  it.  - 

Maqy  voices,  exclaimed,  that  Guadet  was 
not  mentioned  in  any  of,  the  papers. 

Charlier  infifted,  that  although  his  name 
had  not  been  read  to  the  Convention,  yet 
he  was  pofitively  included  in  the  defcnption 
given  by  the  Member  who  had  made  the 
report. 

The  way  in  which  he  attempted  to  make 
out  this,  is  Angular  enpugh :  •*  For,"  con- 
tinned  Charlier,  *^  in  one  of  the  papers  ad-* 
drefled  to  the  King,  it  is  faid,  that  thirteen 
or  fourteen  of  the  mod  eloquent  Members 
of  the  Convention  were  Jans  les  bonnes  dlfpo^ 
Jititms ;  and  although  none  of  them  are 
named,  yet  it  is  evident  that  Guadet  mud  be 
one  of  them ;  for  every  body  knows,  that 
there  are  not  thirteen  members  of  the  Con«. 
vention  more  eloquent  than  he.^' . 

Rhul,  who  wlas  the  organ  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  making  the  report,  was  fo  much 
ofietided  at  hearing  this,  that  he  declared 
8  with 
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'  with  -great  heat^  that  if -feis^xpfefibng  were 
to  be  twifted  into  accufations;  be  would  re- 
sign his  place  as  a  Member  of  the^  Committee, 

.Charlier's  conftniCtion  was  condemned ; 

'  Rhul  was  appealed ;  Guadet  was  allowed 

to  perform  the  fundion  of  iVcfident,  until 

Barrere  made  his  defence,  which  was  eafily 

"done ;  after  which  he  refumed  his  office. 

Guadet  then  quitting  the  Prefident's  chair, 
afcended  the  tribune,  and,  in  reply  to  Char- 
licr's  infinuation,  declared,  that  he  had 
never  been  conneded  with  the  Court — "  But 
if  I  had,  and  if  I  were  confcious  of  guilt,  I 
know  how  I  could  obtain  my  pardon :  I 
know,**  continued  he  with  animation,  and 
looking  to  that  part  of  the  hall  which  the  party 
of  the  Mountain  occupied,  "  I  know  under 
whofe  ftandard  thofe  place  themjelves^  who 
iave  need  of  forgivenejs  for  the  mojl  horrid 
crimes.^''  This  apoflrophe  threw  the  Moun-. 
tain  into  convulfions,  in  the  ^idft  of  which 
I  left  the  Convention,  and  foon  after  we 
fpt  out' from' Paris,"  "  .' 

7  '   Lille, 
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/ 

LUle,  December  7, 
As  it  was  late  in  the  afternoon  before  we 
left  Paris,  We  got  no  farther  than  the  fmall 
town  of  Louvre  that  night,  to  which,  q  little 
after  our  arrival,  a  party  of  National  Guards 
iH-ought  about  fixty  prifoners,  The  guards  , 
fung  the  hymn  of  the  Marfeillois  as  they 
marched  through  the  town;  the  prifonershad 
their  hair  entirely  cut  from  their  head;  they 
Were  tied  two  and  two  together,  the  right 
jurm  of  one  being  bound  to  the  left  of  an- 
other, Thofe  men  had  behaved  ill  at  Je- 
mappe,  and  Dumdurier  had  ordered  them 
to  be  carried  in  this  difgraceful  manner  to 
Paris,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  the  Convention 
ihould  ordain.  The  National  Guards  of 
each  town  through  which  they  pafled, 
jguarded  them  to  the  ne^U  They  were  to 
be  marched  to  St.  Denis  the  following  morn- 
ing by  a  party  from  Lo^yvCj  and  the  Na- 
tional Guards  of  St.  Denis  would  the  day 
After  cpaduQ  them  to  Parjst 

The 
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_Thc  punlfbment  fcems  well  imagined^ 
and  muft  ^make  a  ftrong  impreflion  on  the 
troops  on  the  whole  route  from  Moos  to 
Paris* 

At  Pont  St.  Maxence,  a  Courier  from  the 
Cabinet  with  difpatches  for  Dumourier, 
overtook  us ;  he  travelled  in  a  cabriolet  a* 
domed  with  the  Cap  of  Liberty  and  other 
infignia  of  the  Republic.  This  man,  un« 
derilanding  that  our  road  and  his .  was  the 
fame  as  far  as  Cambray,  made  a  propofal  to 
take  one  of  the  fervants  into  his  carriage  on 
certain  conditions,  informing  us  at  the  fame 
time,  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  have 
him  with  us,  becaufe  he  being  a  meflenger 
from  the  Cabinet,  the  gates  of  all  the  towns 
through  which  we  were  to  pafs,  would  be 
opened  to  us  at  y^hatever  hour  of  the  night 
we  might  arrive* 

We  agreed  to  his  propofal,  and  proceeded 
to  Petonne,  where  we  arrived  an  hour  after 
it  was  dark :  there  we  ihould  have  remained 

that 
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that  night,  but  as  the  gates  were  to  be  opened 
at  any  hour  for  the  Courier,  we  were  per^ 
fuaded  by  him  to  go  on,  for  he  affured 
us,  **  that  we  were  within  three  pods  of 
one  of  the  beft  inns  in  France,  which  was 
.proteded  by  General  Dumourier,  and  where 
he  always  lodged  when  he  travelled  on  thai 
road,  for  the  landlord  and  landlady  were  the 
moft  hofpitable  and  obliging  people  in  the 
world/'  The  Courier  gave  fuch  an  inviting 
defcription  of  this  inn,  that  in  fpite  of  the 
exceffive  rain  and  darknefs  of  the  night  we 
left  Peronne,  travelled  three  polls  farther, 
land  arrived  at  the  gite  of  this  famous 
inn  about  midnight*  After  a  great  deal  of 
knocking,  a  fervant  looked  out  of  a  win-^ 
dow,  and  having  in  a  very  angry  tone  faid, 
"  On  nt  lage  pas  ici^'^  (hut  the  window 
with  a  great  deal  more  force  than  was  ro- 
quifite:  this  was  rather  difagreeable  news 
to  people  who  had  been  travelling  lince  five 
in  the  morning,  and  flattering  their  imagi- 
nation 
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iiitxoti  during  dbe  laftfour  honrs,  t^th  did 
liopes  of  refrefliment  and  reft. 

Our  Courier  was  a  good  deiil  confufed  at 
this  ;  but  on  farther  inquiry,  he  was  infotm-*^ 
cd  that  the  landlord  and  landlady  Were  both 
111  of  a  malignant  fevet,  which  had  proved 
fatal  to  one  of  the  principal  fervantSj  and 
many  other  perfons  in  the  neighbourhood. 

It  is  fortunate  for  men,  when  the  heft 
tneaflire  they  could  adopt  is  the  only  one 
•which  is  left  in  their  power.  Our  not  paf- 
(ing  the  night  at  this  inn,  in  fpite  of  the 
malignant  fever,  did  not  depend  entirely  on 
our  prudence.  We  were  under  the  nece& 
fity  of  proceeding  in  the  midft  of  the  rain 
to  Cambray ;  the  Courier  renewing  •  his 
afiiirances,  that  as  he  was  un  Courrier  du 
Cabinet^  the  gates  would  be  opened  as  foon 
as  he  fhould  be  announced. 

At  about  two  or  three  in  the  morning, 
.we  ftopped  at  a  moft  miferable  hovel, 
imiiiediately  without  the  gates  of  Cambray« 

Had 
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plain  of  ^ardflrip  or  fiitigue^  every  exprefr 

fion  of  that  kind  would  have  been  fupprcflP- 

ltd  by  the  behaviour  of  a  young  dragoon; 

who  jomped  from  behind  our  carriage  a$ 

feoR  a^  it  flopped.     His  arm  was  in  a  fcarf  J 

Ke  informed  us,.  **  that  his  thumb  and  two 

of  hW  fingers  had*  been  fhot  off  at  the  ac^ 

lion  near  Menehould ;  that  he  had  been  at 

Paris  to  folicit  a  fmall  pcnfion,  to  prevent 

him   from  ftarvtng,   becaufe,"    added   he, 

holding  up  hi«  wounded  hand,  ^  avec  ccttti 

b*—  dc  main,  I  can  neither  fire  a  mulker, 

noF  work: — ^tbe  Secretary  of  the  Miniftet 

told  me,  that  I  could  not  obtain  a  penfioa 

mthout  a  reconunendation  from  my  CcJo^ 

nel ;  I  law  very  well,  qu'il  fe d^  moi  •; 

for  he  knew  that  my  Colonel  was  vrith  the 
army.  I  immediately  determined'  ta  fet 
out   for  it    myfelf,  being    fure  of  getting 

*  That  he^aadea  jeCt.^iifiBf. 

a  re- 
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m  recommendation  from  the  Colonel,  who  It 
un  brave  gargon ;  and  I  ihould  have  been 
obliged  to  have  made  the  whole  journey  oq 
foot,  had  it  not  been  for  the  p<Jitene(8^ 
Monfieur  le  Courrier,  who  invited  me  to  go 
behind  your  chaife,  where  I  have  fata 
happy  as  a  king  all  the  way  from  PeronoCi 
for  I  always  have  been  very  fortunate.** 

This  poor  fellow  haci  a  little  dog  in  hk 
arms,  which  he  endeavoured  to  dry  with 
the  Ikirts  of  his  coat.  He  was  defired  to 
come  near  a  furnace  with  fome  embers  in  itf 
which  ftood  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  aod 
we  lamented  to  fee  him  quite  drenched  widi 
rain.  **  Ce  n'eft  rien,  Citoyen  Anglais,'*  faid 
he,  •*  j'y  fuis  accoutume — mais  je  crois  bicn 
quo  moa  pauvre  chien  a  froid — viens,  vicns, 
mon  ami,*'  continued  he,  careffing  the 
dog,   **  viens  te  chauffer**   My  wife  got 

^  It  is  nothing  to  me,  Citizen^  I  sun  ufed  to  it  $  but 
I  fear  my  poor  dog  may  be  cold  i  come,  Qomc  hither, 
poor  follow,  and  warm  yonrfdf. 

this 
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this  little  dog  when  he  was  quite  a  puppy^ 
and  it  will  prove  the  moft  fortunate  thing  in 
the  world,  for  I  intend  him  as  a  prefent  to 
my  Colonel,  who  is  diftradedly  fond  of 
dogs,  and  will  in  return  give  me  a  very 
•ftrong  recommendation ;  but  I  have  all  my 
life  been  a  very  fortunate  fellow  ;  viens,  moa 
petit  Azc^,  baife  ton  maitre :  Oh,  il  eft  im** 
payable*!'* 

"  You  fay  you  have  two  children,"  faid 
!•  ^'  Yes,  citizen,''  replied  he,  "  and  both 
by  my  wife/' 

*^  I  do  not  underftand,"  refumed  I,  *^  how 
you  could  maintain  a  wife  and  two  children 
on  the  pay  of  a  dragoon/'  "Cc  qui  eft 
impoflible  n'eft  pas  aife  k  comprendre,  Ci- 
toyen  f,''  anfwered  he ;  "  but  the  truth  is, 
i&  was  my  vrife  who  maintained  me  and  the 


♦  0>me,  my  little  Azor— kifs  jout  maftct.    O,  he  U 
aitreafure! 

t  What  is  abfolutcly  impoflible,  is  not  cafily  tmder* 
ftood. 

VOL,  lu  I  i  children; 
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children :  (he  is  a  very  Induftrious  woman/ 
and  ufed  to  get  three  Uvfes  ten  fols  for 
making  a  ftiirt,  when  fhe  made  for  people 
of  quality ;  but  at  prefent,  when  there  arc 
no  people  of  quality,  fhe  receives  only  forty 
fols  for  each  ihirt..  Je  ne  me  plains  pas,  parce 
ijue  je  fuis  hon  Patriote  »oi — mais  il  y  a 
une  ^ande  difierence  entre  40 1,  et  trois 
livres  dix.  Malgre  cela  j'ai  toujours  en  da 
kooheur.'^ 

"  Eh  votre  main,''  faid  the  Courier. 

•^  Ma  main — ma  main,'*  anfwered  the 
dragocm.; — "  9a  pouvoit  etre  mon  bras :  un 
de  mes  camarades  a  deux  pas  de  moi  a  eu  la 
euiffe  emportee — eft-ce  que  le  General  Kel- 
lermaan  n'a  pa^  eu  aufil  un  cheval  tu^  fou8 
lui? — c'eft  une  plus  grande  perte  qwe  mes  f— 
dpigts  pour  Iq  General.  Ainfi  vous  voycz^ 
Citoyen,  combien  j'ai   toujours    et€  heu^ 


r€»X%'* 


We 


I  do  not  complain— becaufe  I  am  a  good  Patriot 
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Wc  were  indebted  to  the  high  fpirits  and 
gaiety  of  this  young  fellow,  for  keeping  ui 
in  tolerable  good  humour  "during  two  hours 
that  we  remained  in  this  wretched  place; 
the  horfes  being  all  the  time  expoled  tb  the  ' 
fain,  for  there  was  no  ftable. 

Our  Courier  of  the  Cabinet  mean  white 

was  bluftering  and  fwearing  at  the  fentinel 

on  the  rampart,  who  could  not  immediately 

find  any  body  to  fend  to  the  Magiftrates  for 

an  order  to  open  the  gates — for  there  was 

no  regular  garrifon  at  this  time  in  dambray; 

and  when  the  order  was  obtained,  a  good 

deal  of  time  was  loft  before  the  man  who 

kept  the  keys  could  be  roufed* 

—but  there  is  a  great  difFereiice  between  40  fols  arid 
three  livrcs  ten.  In  fpitc  of  that,  however,  I  hav6  al- 
ways been  fortunate* 

What  fay  you  to  the  wound  in  your  hand  ? 

My  hand — ^why,  I  fay,  it  might  have  been  my  wliolef 
arm :  one  of  my  comrades,  within  two  fteps  of  me>  had 
his  thigh  carried  off;  and  had  not  General  Kellermann  a 
horfe  killed  under  him  ?  and  dlat  was  a  greater  lofs  to 
the  General  than  my  (habby  fingers.--^  yoU  perceive 
that  I  have  always  been  fortunate. 

I  i  a  Three 
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Three  men  armed  with  .  muikets^  but 
without  uniforms,  came  at  laft,  and  inform- 
ed us,  that  the  gates  were  open.  The 
Courier  recommenced  his  bluftering,  and 
threatened  the  whole  Municipality  of  Cam- 
bray  with  the  vengeance  of  Dumourier. 
He  alfo  exprefled  a  fear  that  the  General 
would  blame  him  for  the  delay. 

The  dragoon,  who  was  of  the  happy  diA 
pofition  to  view  every  thing  in  the  moft 
favourable  light,  endeavoured  to  confole 
him,  faying,  *'  Non  ;  Dumourier  ne  vous 
blamera  pas :  il  eft  trop  bon  foldat  pour  nc 
pas  favoir,  que  quand  on  ne  pent  pas  pren- 
dre une  ville  d'aflaut,  il  faut  attendre  qu*ellc 
fe  rende  *.'' 

On  entering  Cambray,  the  Courier  went 
diredly  to  the  town-houfe,  and  got  a  for- 
mal atteftation  of  the  time  he  had  been  de- 

*  Dumourier  will  not  bhijie  you :  he  is  too  good  t 
foldier  not  to  know,  that  when  a  town  cannot  be  taken 
bj  ailault,  ipsnecelTary  to  wait  till it  furrendprs. 

tained 
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taincd  at  the  gate,  to  Ihew  to  Dumourier, 
as  an  excufe  for  tis  delay — and  immediately 
proceeded  on  his  journey,  accompanied  by 
the  dragoon. 

As  no  gate  was  allowed  to  be  opened  ex- 
cept that  at  which  they  went  out>  we  were 
detained  two  or  three  hours  longer,  till  the 
ufual  time  of  throwing  open  all  the  gates. 

We  paifed  through  Douay,  and  arrived 
the  fame  evening  at  this  town. 

We  have  vifited  the  quarter  where  the 
Auftrians  formed  their  entrenchments  and 
batteries,  from  which  the  town  was  bom- 
barded: a  large  village,  near  which  the  en- 
trenchments were  formed,  was,  before  the 
main  body  of  the  Auftrian  army  advanced, 
unexpcdedly  furrounded  by  their  light 
troops ;  and,  as  we  are  told,  the  wretched 
inhabitants,  with  many  more  peafants  driven 
there  by  the  body  of  the  army,  were  forced 
to  work  in  the  trenches,  fo  that  the  fire  froqi 
tbf  ramparts  deftroyed  a  much  greater  num- 
I  i  3  ber 
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ber  of  the  cougitry  people  Uxau  of  ihi  UA^ 
4ier8. 

The  ^wer  returned,  by  the  municipality 
to  the  fummons  of  Prince  Albert  pf  3axt 
pny,  was  firm  and  laconic* 

**  Nous  yeoons  de  renouveUer  notre  fan 
inent,  d  etre  fideles  a  la  nation,  de  maintenir 
la  liberte  et  Tegalit^,  ou  de  mourir  a  notre. 
poftc.  Nous  ne  fommes  ppiat  des  per-? 
iures*. 

"  Fadt  a  la  Maifon  Commune,  le  29  Sep- 
tembre  1792,  Tan  x.  de  la  Republique 
Francaife* 
f^  Le  Gonfeil  permanent  de  h  Coipmun^ 
de  Lille,, 

(Signe)     Andre,  Maire. 

RoHART,  Secret^re-Greffier.* 

♦  W^  have  juft  renewed  our  oath  of  fiddity  tothc 
nation,  that  we  are  determined  to  maintain  liberty  anA 
;^gu3lity,  or  p  die  at  our  poft. 

y(^  are  refolvednot  to  be  perjured. 
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The  bombs  and  red  hot  bullets  were 
particularly  directed  againft  that  part  of  the 
town  where  the  poorer  inhabitants  lived, 
with  the  douWe  purpofe  of  fparingthe  moft 
valuable  buildings  in  a  dty,  which,  as  was 
pxpeCtcd,  was  foon  to  belong  to  the  Empe- 
ror, and  alio  to  excite  the  moft  numerous 
clafs  of  the  inhabitants  agarnft  the  rich^and 
m^e  them  force  the  commander  to  deliver 
up  the  town*  It  had  no  fuch  efFeft,  howw 
ever,  and  the  enthufiafm  of  the  inhabitants 
increafed  every  hour.  The  courage  and 
alacrity  of  the  inhabitants  in  feizing  and 
removing  the  hot  bullets  before  they  had 
time  to  kindle  the  wood  was  furprifing. 
They  had  iron  inftruments  contrived  for 
that  purpofe ;  and  the  towns  of  Armentiers, 
Bethune,  Arras,  Dunkirk,  Ca0el,  Cambray 
and  others  fent  their  engines  for  extinguifli-p 
xng  fire,  to  Lille,  and  volunteers  from  all 
thofe  cities  prefented  thcmfelves  in  great 
114  iiumbers 
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numbers  for  the  defence  of  the  place  ;  which 
obliged  the  Auftrians  to  retreat  from  the 
town,  after  having  beaten  down  by  the 
bombardment  three  complete  ftreets  in  the 
quarter  of  St.  Sauveur,  and  many  other 
houfes  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  which 
dill  remain  in  ruinst  There  are  few  houfes 
into  which  fbme  bullets  have  not  entered, 
and  they  are  kept  as  precious  relicks  by  the 
inhabitants. 

In  the  hotel  de  Bourbon^  twenty  bullets 
entered  during  the  fiege ;  and  the  mark  of 
the  burning  on  the  floor,  occafioned  by  one 
of  them  in  the  room  where  I  now  write,  is 
very  evident ;  but  no  perfon  was  killed  be* 
longing  to  the  family,  except  the  chirf 
waiter,  as  he  was  crofling  the  fi^uare  to  put 
a  letter  into  the  poft-oflSce, 

A  poor  fellow  who  is  decrotteur  to  the 
hotel,  told  me  that  it  was  owing  to  the 
watchful  care  and  mercy  of  Providence,  that 
be  happened  tp  be  out  of  the  way  when  that 

letter 
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letter  was  fent ;  for  otherwife,  as  he  ufually 
carried  the  letters  to  the  poft-office,  he  bim^ 
J^elj  might  have  been  killed  ipftead  of  the 
waiter* 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  ftgn  that  a  fenfe  of  religion  is  de- 
f lining  among  the  French,  that  the  beggars 
in  afking  charity  no  longer  add  pour  ta^ 
mour  de  Dieu^  but  inftead  of  that,  generally 
cry  Five  la  nation  ;  but  that  religious  fenti- 
ments  are  becoming  every  day  weaker  on 
the  minds  of  the  common  people  of  this 
country,  is  moft  apparent ;  but  it  never  oc- 
curred to  me,  that  one  order  of  fociety  was 
gsdning  in  that  article,  whaf  another  was 
lofing.  A  friend  of  mine  told  me,  how- 
ever, that  he  was  this  forenoon  in  a  book- 
fellei's  (hop ;  that  having  obferved  the  fhelves 
of  one  fide  entirely  filled  with  books  of  de- 
votion, he  had  afked  of  the  bookfeller,  !f 
books  of  that  kind  were  it\  much  requefi;  at 
prefent* 

**  A  good 
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*^  A  ^ood  deal,"  replied  the  bookfeller, 
"  with  the  ariftocrates :  as  for  the  patriots, 
they  hardly  ever  look  into  them/' 

"  The  reafon  of  that/'  refumed  my  friend, 
♦*  perhaps  is,  that  the  patriots  being  the 
poorer  have  not  money  to  lay  out  on  books/ 

"  They  ufed  to  purchafe  them  formerly,'* 
faid  the  bookfeller  j  **  and  it  is  only  fincc  the 
ariftocrates  became  poor,  that  many  of  them 
began  to  purchafe  them  at  all/* 

How  far  the  bookfeller's  account  of  this 
matter  is  to  be  depended  on  I  know  not;  but 
it  is  a  lamentable  truth  that  a  great  propor- 
tion of  mankind  think  very  little  of  the  next 
world,  till  the  prefent  becomes  infupportable 
to  them.  And  with  regard  to  the  iahabitants 
of  this  country,  it  muft  be  acknowledged 
that  the  revolution  has  been  hitherto  (o 
wretchedly  managed,  as  to  render  the  higher 
orders  of  fociety  miferable,  withoxit  making 
the  lower  happy, 

Although 
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AltUough  my  Jouraal  is  contiaued  un^ 
the  14th  of  Pecember,  when  I  returned  to 
England,  I  omit  the  reo^ainder,  that  I  may 
infert  what  will  be  thought  more  intereft* 

So.me  of  the  following  particulars  relative 
1:0  ^  K^ings  procefs,  and  the  treatmeitt 
which  he  and  his  family  met  with  in  the 
Teipple,  I  learnt  while  I  was  in  France  ; 
others  I  have  been  informed  of  fince  my  re- 
turn in  England.  }  imagine  the  whole  may 
he  placed  with  propriety  at  this  place^  with 
^  account  of  the  King's  death. 

With  whatever  irregularity,  precipitadoii 
and  injuftice  the  procefs  agalnft  the  King 
will  be  thought  to  have  been  carried  on,  it 
was  with  much  di£Gculty  and  pjerfonal  dan- 
ger, to  one  party  of  the  Conventioh,  that  it 
was  fa  long  protraftcd.  I  have  reafon  to 
|)elieye  thd^t  fome  g£  (h^  ponvention  je^ 

^ett:e4 
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grettcd  exceedingly  the  precipitate  decree 
which  abolifhcd  royalty,  and  were  con- 
vinced that  it  would  have  equally  tended  to 
the  happinefs  and  lailing  freedom  of  France, 
if  the  Convention  had  reilored  the  King  and 
rc-eftabli£hed  the  conftitution,  with  fuch  al- 
terations  as  might  have  been  thought  expe- 
dient. 

I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  there  was 
a  ftill  greater  number  of  the  members 
who  were  of  opinion,  that  after  the 
republican  form  of  government  was  de- 
creed^ the  mod  equitable  and  moft  politic 
meafure  which  the  Convention  could  adopt, 
was  to  declare  that  they  would  make  no  in^ 
quiry  whether  the  King  had  been  in  corre^ 
i^ondence  with  the  enemy  or  not  j  becaufe, 
at  any  rate,  the  nation  was  determined  on  a 
republican  form  of  government,  and  there* 
fore  fhouW  order  the  whole  Royal  family  to 
be  efcorted  to  the  frontiers,  and  permitted 
to  go  wherever  they  judged  proper,  with  aa 
I  aoQual 
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annual  penfion  of  at  leaft  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  louis,  to  be  regularly  paid  as  long  as 
th6y  (hould  live  in  tranquillity,  without  ex- 
citing war  againft  France,  or  a  civil  war  irt 
it  for  their  reftoration ;  revoking  at  the  fame 
time  the  decree  againft  Savoy,  and  renew- 
ing their  original  declaration,  againft  ex- 
tending their  dominions  and  oflfenfive  war 
of  any  kind. 

That  part  of  the  Convention  who  were 
of  either  of  thofe  opinions,  with  all  who 
were  deftrous  of  faving  the  King,  finding 
it  dangerous  to  avow  their  fcntiments, 
endeavoured  by  various  means  to  prevent  a 
trial,  until  the  public  mind  fhould  be  fo 
much  foftened  as  to  admit  of  a  fair  trial,  or 
till  the  idea  of  trial  fhould  diffipate  altoge- 
ther. When  this  failed,  they  attempted  to 
carry  the  fentence  of  confinement  during 
the  war,  and  exile  after  it :  when  that  failed, 
they  tried  the  appeal  to  the  primary  aflem- 
blies ;  and  finally,  they  endeavoured  to  lave 

him 
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him  hy  voting  to  poftpone  the  execution  of 
the  fentence. 

Inftead  of  thofe  evafive  meafures,  the  no- 
bler part  would  have  been,  no  doubt,  to 
have  voted  him  not  guilty  at  the  firft  nomi- 
nal  appeal* 

I  do  not  know  that  this  was  the  opinion 
of  any  of  them  ;  but  I  have  heard  fevcral  of 
them  declare,  that  they  thought  the  King's 
life  fully  proteded  by  the  Conflitution,  and 
that  he  could  not  be  juftly  condemned  to 
death,  although  all  were  proved  which  was 
laid  to  his  charge,  which  in  their  opinion 
was  not  the  cafe# 

The  violent  party  againft  the  King,  on 
the  other  hand,  took  great  pains  and  ufed 
many  arts,  both  within  and  without  the 
Aflembly,  to  have  all  forms  of  procefs  cut 
Ihort  by  a  bloody  and  fudden  cataftrophe.. 

Legendre  propofed  that  aJI  thofe  who 
had  publifhed  their  opinions,  or  put  them  in 
writing,  Ihould  lay  them  on  the  table  of  the 

Affemblfi 
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Affembly  j  and  that  after  thejritervention  of 
one  day,  the  Convention  Ihould  pronounce 
fentence  wittiout  hearing  the  King. 

Robefpierre  was  for  ending  the  whole 
in  twenty-four  hours  without  feparating, 

St.  Andre  declared  that  the  King  had 
been  judged  and  condemned  by  the  people 
on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  that  the  Con- 
vention had  nothing  to  do  but  to  order  his 
execution. 

It  was  dreaded  by  fome  who  wifhed  the 
death  of.  the  monarch,  that  his  appearance 
at  the  bar  of  the  Convention  would  foftea 
the  people,  and  perhaps  move  them  in  his 
favour;  and  when  they  found  tbat  others  of 
their  own  party,  who  were  equally  the  ene- 
mies of  the  King,  were  determined  that 
he  (hould  be  heard,  they  imagined  means  of 
ihe  moft  profligate  nature  to  prevent  it. 

Papers  were  cried  through  the  ftreets 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  populace 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  fhould 
infill;  on  his  immediate  execution;  and  if 
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tiiat  was  delayed)  to  execute  him  them* 
felves,  either  in  prifoa  or  when  he  (hould 
be  carried  to  the  Aflembly.  It  was  aflerted 
that  the  country  never  could  be  happy  while 
he  lived ;  that  all  the  misfortunes  of  \he 
country,  all  the  diftrefs  the  people  fufiered, 
and  the  ftill  greater  with  whiph  they  were  r 
threatened,  proceeded  from  the  King's 
being  fuflfered  to  live ;  that  a  party  in  the  k 
Convention,  namely,  the  Gironde  and  the  • 
fnends  lOf  Roland  and  Briflbt,  were  bribed 
by  the  Powers  at  war  with  France,  to 
fane  the  King,  and  prolong  the  diftreffes 
of  France ;  and  that  although  they  durft 
not  openly  in  the  Convention  deny  that 
he  was  criminal,  and  deferved  deaths 
yet  they  were  endeavouring,  under  va- 
rious pretexts,  to  prolong  his  procefs,  and 
delay  his  execution,  till  an  opportimity  oc- 
curred to  re-ieftablifh  him  on  the  throne. 

The  moft  abfurd  affcrtions  were  made  in 
the  Convention  itfelf  to  this  tendency.  At 
one  timej^  ^  little  before  I  left  Paris,  when 
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there  was  a  difcuflion  concerning  the. fcaiv 
city  of  grain»  which  by  different  members 
was  imputed  to  dijOfcrent  caufes,  I  heard  a 
voice  pronounce,  La  veritable  caufe  efi  dans 
le  ^tmpU.  I  was  informed  that  this  wife  ob* 
fervation  came  fr5m  Legendfe. 

Hand-bills  were  diftributed  with  thefe 
worcfe  :  "  Republicains,  guillotinez  moi 
I#ouis  XVL  et  rAutrichienne  fi  vous  Toulez 
avoir  du  pain.**  And  the  printed  opinion  of 
Marat  was  fold  at  the  fame  time. 

When  the  Royal  Family  were  firft  lodged 
in  the  Temple,  they  were  treated  with  fomc 
degree  of  rcfpedi,  and  they  were  allowed  the 
comfort  of  each  other's  company,  and  the 
liberty  of  walking  in  the  garden  of  the 
Temple  ;  but  the  appearance  of  refpeft  gra-, 
dually  diminifhed,  and  at  lad  the  treatment 
they  received  was  in  many  inftances  brutsJ^ 

A  perfon  who  was  admiwed  into  the 
Temple  by  the  means  of  a  near  relation  on 
duty  there  about   the  beginning   of  De-? 
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ccmber,  aflured  me,  that  at  the  hour  at 
which,  by  a  Handing  order  from  the  Coun- 
cil, the  prifoners  were  to  be  confined  to  their 
apartments,  he  faw  the  keeper  go  to  the 
King,  who  was  ftill  walking  in  the  garden, 
and  addrefs  him  in  thefe  words ;  "  jillons^ 
inotffieur  Vcto^  ilfaut  monter.^ 

When  the  Royal  Family  dined,  a  Com- 
miflioner  from  the  Commune  of  Paris  was 
always  prefent.  The  Queen  happened  at 
one  time  to  raife  the  hand  in  which  fhc 
held  her  knife  a  little  fiiddenly  towards  her 
breaft. — ^The  Commiflioner  feemed  alarmed, 
and  made  a  movement  as  if  he  dreaded  that 
ihe  had  ap  intention  againft  her  life  ;  which 
the  Queen  obferving,  faid  with  emphafis : 
**  Nun,  Moiifieur,  je  refervc  cet  honneur 
itiix  Francois*." 

From  the  time  that  the  King's  procefs 
was  refolved  fipon,  the  Royal  Family  were 

*  I  referve  tliat  honour  to  the  Convcndon. 
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fconfihed  ioiore  clofely,  and  watched  more 
ftridlly  that!  ever.  The  CbuncU  ordered 
that  in  future  two  Commiffioners  fhould 
pafs  the  dight  in  his  bed-chamber,  inftead 
of  one,  whicii  h^d  been  the  caie  before.  All 
perfons  who  were  admitted  into  the  jpre- 
fence  of  any  of  the  Royal  Family  were  pre- 
Vioufly  iearched.  Orclers  were  given  that 
the  razors  ^ith  t^hich  the  King  was  in  the 
ufe  of  (haying  himfelf  fhould  be  recdoved : 
this  was  done  from  a  fear  that  he  might 
prefer  fuicide  to  the  humiliation  of  a  public 
trial  before  the  Convention. 

Such  an  idea  was  temote  from  the  King'd 
way  of  thinldng.  When  his  raJiors  and  pen- 
knife were  demanded  from  him,  **  Dd 
you  think  me  fuch  a  coward  as  to  kill  my- 
felf  r  faid  he- 

The  order  not  only  comprehended  knivei 

and  razors,  but  alfo  fciflTars,  and  all  inftru-i 

ments  contondant,  tranchant  et  piquant^  and 

it  was  extended  to  all  the  Royal  Family. 
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**  II  faudroU  auili  oous.  eoleTcc  nos  ai* 
guiiles,''  faid  the  Queen  wliea  it  wa&  read  to 
her. 

When  the  King,  afterwards,  repeatedly 
applied  for  a  razor,  it  was  at  laft  granted  by 
the  Ck>uncil,  who  direded^  however,  that  be 
fiiould  (have  himlelf  under  the  infpedioa 
of  the  Ck>mmiflioners :  and  the  Queen  and 
Princefs  Elizabeth  were  allowed'  fciflars  to 
pare  their  nails  with  the  fame  reftri&ion. 
This  laft  feems  ridiculous,  and  the  former 
abfurd  j  for  if  the  King  had  had  iny  inten- 
tion of  ufing  a  razor  in  the  manner  they 
fufpeded,  he  could  have  put  it  in  execu- 
tion as  efie£tually  while  the  Commiffioneif 
were  prefent  as  at  any  other  time. 

After  a  long  and  warm  debate,  it  was  de- 
creed by  the  Convention,  that  the  King  (hould 
be  brought  to  their  bar  ;  that  the  ad  of  accu- 
fation  fhould  be  read  to  him  j  that  the  Prefi- 
dent  {hould  put  certain  queftions  to  him, 
which  were  previoufly  drawn  up  by  the 
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committee,  and  approved  of  by  the  Aflcm- 
biy ;  and  that  after  his  anfwers  had  been 
taken  down,  a  day  fliould  be'  appointed  for 
hearing  him  finally,  and  pronouncing  judg- 
ment. It  was  alfo  decreed  that  the  opinions 
of  the  Deputies  fliould  be  taken  by  the  ap- 
pel  nominal. 

This  mode  was  violently  infilled  on  by 
the  fadion  of  the  Mountain,  in  the  hopes 
that  fome,  whofe  confciences  acquitted  him, 
might,  from  a  terror  of  the  mob,  be  in- 
duced to  pronounce  againft  him. 

Had  the  opinion  of  the  Convention  been 
taken  in  the  ufual  way,  it  would  have  been 
lefs  under  the  influence  of  fear;  butthetnoft 
certain  method  of  getting  the  unbiaflfed 
judgment  of  the  deputies,  would  have 
been  by  ballot :  had  that  been  adopted,  there 
would  probably  have  been  a  majority  in  fa- 
vour of  the  King,  even  on  the  firfl:  general 
queftion  of  guilty  or  not ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  but  it  would  have  been  carried  by  a 
K  k  3  great 
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^eat  majority  againft  the  psans  of  deatbi  if 
the  firft  queftioa  had  b^en  loft. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  King  knew  nothing 
of  its  being  decreed  that  he  fhould  appear  at 
the  bar  of  the  Convention,  In  an  extradl 
from  the  report  of  the  Commiflioners  that 
^ere  on  fervice  at  the  Temple  on  tha^ 
^ay,  the  following  particulars  are  mcn-« 
tioned: — 

The  King  rofe  as  ufual  at  feven ;  h? 
fpent  only  a  few  piinutes  in  drefling,  and 
about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  in  prayer. 
At  eight  the  drums  were  heard  i  he  en- 
quired of  the  Commiflioners  what  was  thp 
xneaniqg  of  it,  as  he  had  not  before  heard 
them  fo  early. 

The  Commiflioners  pi:etended  ignorancct 
*'Do  you  not  think/*  rejoined  the  King/*  thai 
they,  beat  the  general  ?'*  The  CommiiEoncrs 
replied,  they  could  not  diftinguifh.  The 
King  walked  mufing  through  the  room,  and 
fometimes  flood  liftening  attentively.    ^!  I 
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flnnk  I  hear  the  found  of  horfes'  feet  ia  the 
court,"  faid  he.  The  Commrflioncrs  gavo 
no  explanation. 

The  Royal  Family  breakfafted  together 
that  morning ;  they  were  full  of  al^rm  and 
difcjuietude  at  the  npife,  whi(;h  increafed 
every  moment,  and  of  which  they  plainly 
perceived  the  caufe  was  qarefully  concealed 
^pm  them. 

Uncertainty  in  fuch  circumllances  agitates 
the  mind  more  than  a  full  afluranoe  of  the 
word }  the  Queen  and  Princefles  went  to 
their  own  apartments  after  breakfaft,  and 
left  the  Prince  Royal  with  the  King.  The 
Commiflioners  at  lail  informed  him,  that 
he  was  about  to  receive  a  vifit  from  the 
Mayor  of  Paris.—"  So  much  the  better,'* 
(aid  the  King.  "  But  I  muft  inform  yoUj^** 
l^efixmed  the  Cprnmiflipner,  "  that  he.  caa*? 
not  fpeak  to  you  in  the  prefence  of  your 
fbn.'*  The  King  then,  after  prefling  the  child^ 
^Q  his  li>;:eail,  defired  him  to  go  an4  embrace 
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his  mother  in  his  name.  Qery,  the  valet 
who.  attended  the  King,  withdrew  with  the 
Prince. 

The  King  aflced  the  Commiffioncr,  "  if 
he  knew  what  the  Mayor's  bufinefs  with 
him  was,**  and  was  anfwered  in  the  na- 
tive. He  walked  about  the  room  for  feme 
time,  flopping  at  intervals  to  afk  queftion$ 
refpe£ting  the  perfon  and  charader  of  tbc 
Mayor.  The  Commiflioner  anfwered,  ^*  that 
he  was  not  particularly  acquainted  with 
him^  but  that  he  was  of  a  good  charader, 
and,  ^o  the  beft  of  his  recolledipn,  of  a  mid- 
dle age,  thin,  and  rather  tall.  The  King 
feated  himfelf  in  a  chair,  and  continued  ab» 
forbed  in  meditation*  Meanwhile  the  Com* 
miffioner  had  moved  behind  the  chair  oa 
which  the  King  was  feated.  When  he 
awaked  from  his  reverie,  not  feeing  any 
body,  he  turned  fuddealy  round,  and  per* 
ceiving  the  Commiflioner  clofe  behind  himi 
feid  with  quicknefs,  "  What  do  you  want, 
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Sir?''  «  Nothing;' replied  the  other;  *«liut 
fearing  you  were  indifpofed,  I  approached 
to  know  what  ailed  you  ^V* 

Mohfieur  Chambon,  the  Mayor,  entered 
foon  after,  and  informed  the  King,  that  he 
<:ame  to  condu^  him  to  the  National  Con- 
vention: the  King  accompanied  him  with- 
out  making  any  objeftion.  When  he  came 
to  the  court,  which  was  full  of  troops,  horfe 
as  well  as  foot,  he  feemed  furprifed  at  fee- 
ing fome  of  them  in  uniforms  with  which 
he  was  unacquainted* 

Before  he  ftepped  into  the  Mayor's  coach^ 
he  threw  up  his  eyes  to  the  window  of  the 
apartment  in  which  liis  family  were  con- 
fined, and  the  tears  were  obferved  to  trickle 
down  his  cheeks. 

♦  Thefe  particulars,  which  fome  may  think  of  a  na- 
ture too  trifling  and  minute,  ftrongly  paint  the*ftate  of 
agitation  and  fufpicion,  in  which  the  mind  of  the  un- 
Jiappj  Monarch  was  at  this  time. 
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The  tbach  then  proceeded  to  \bfi  Co«* 
Tention^  attended  by  the  troops. 

The  CommiflioQer  afcended  to  thq 
Queen^s  apartment,  and  found  the  whde 
family  overwhelmed  with  fear  and  forrow. 
Heacquainted  them  that  (he  Maypr  had 
been  with  the  King ;  the  young  Prince  had 
alres^dv  informed  them :  ^'  We  know  that,** 
l^dthe  Queen;  *^but  now — where  have 
fbey  carried  the  K^ing  now  V^  "  To  the  Con- 
Yentibn,"  replied  the  Commiffioner-  "  You 
i^rould  have  faved  us  much  uneafinefs,**  faid 
the  Princefs  Elizabeth,  "  if  you  had  ia* 
formed  us  of  this  fooner/^ 

What  dreadful  apprehenfions  muft  this 
princeffii  have  been  under,  tp  find  any  re* 
lief  in  hearing  that  her  brother  was  carried 
|>efore  an  Aflembly  of  men  fo  prejudiced 
«gainft  him  as  fhe  ^new  tl^e  QonveQtio^ 
to  be ! 

'Jphe  King  was  coadu<3:ed  to  the  Cton* 
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yeotipn  by  the  Boulevards,  la  rue  neijve 
^es  Capucines,  la  place  Vend6me,  ct  la 
^our  des  Feuillans.  All  the  ftreets  which 
open  to  the  Boulevards  had  guards  flationed 
Jn  them,  with  orders  to  prevent  a  multitude 
from  affembling;  and  canpon  were  placed 
at  the  entrance  of  all  thofe  flreets;  patrols 
were  orderqd  to  prevent  any  kijid  of  obr 
ibudion  by  groups,  or  carriages,  along  the 
^hole  of  the  way  that  the  King  was  to  be 
conduflied.  Strong  guards  were  placed  at 
different  pofts  near  the  Tuileries  and  Hall 
of  the  AfTembly.  It  i?  faid  there  were 
Bear  j  00,000  jnen  in  arms  that  day  iq 
Paris. 

The  gUfl^s  of  the  coach  were  down  dur 
ling  the  whole  way,  and  there  was  no  diC- 
turhance.  Great  numbers  however  wer^ 
waiting,  in  all  the  pafiages  leading  to  the 
Aflembly,  and  the  tribunes  had  been  filled 
£com  fix  in  the  morning.  It  was  remarkedt 
that  Marat  was  dreiTed  in  a  new  fuit:  and 

1*1, i'.  ♦  vV  .  •'  .'  t.  * 
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that  his  features  announced  fatisfadion  and 
good  humour,  which  was  confidered  as  ftill 
a  greater  rarity. 

The  ad  of  Accufation  having  been  read, 
fome  of  the  Deputies  mentioned  circum- 
ftances^  which  they  thought  of  importance, 
that  had  been  omitted.     Drouet,  the  {>oft« 
mafter,  who  was  the  caufe  of  the  King's 
being  Hopped  at  Varennes,  had  been  elected 
a  Deputy  to  the  Convention  for  that  fervicc. 
He  thought  this  a  good  opportunity  to  diC 
tinguifti  himfelf  as  an  orator — **  Lewis,'*  iaid 
he,  "  is  a  cheat  (fourbe),  and  wifhed    to 
impofe  upon  the  nation,  in  faying  that  be 
intended  to  go  to  Montmedi,  for  the  villain 
(fcelerat)    was    expeded   at    the    Abbaye 
d'Orvalle;  and  the  traitor  knew  that  a  de^ 
tachment  of  huflars  were  waiting  for  him  a 
few  leagues   from  Varennes:    tie  monger 
then  had  the  intention,  &c.  &c.  &c.** 

This  was  more  than  his  audience,  prejudi- 
ced as  it  was  againft  the  King,  could  bear;  the 
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poft-mafter  was  obliged  to  flop  in  the  mid* 
die  of  his  abufive  career^  his  voice  being 
ftifled  by  an  univerfal  murmur  *,  • 

It  was  announced  by  the  Prefident/that 
from  tl^  moment  that  Lewis  fhould  appear 
at  the  bar,  no  petition  (hould  be  heard,  no 
motion  of  any  kind  made»  no  fign  of  ap- 
probation or  difapprobation  given,  but  a 
profound  filence  maintained.  When  Lewis 
appears,  exclaimed  Legendre,  "  Hffut  qu^il, 
ngne  id  kJUence  des  tombeaux.^^  This  brutal 
infinuation  had  no  better  fuccefs  than  the 
doquence  of  Drouet. 

Marat,  however,  had  the  faimefs  to  de- 
clare, that,  in  his  opinion,  the  King  ought 
not  to  be  queftioned  aboiit  any  thing 
previous  to  his  acceptance  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion:  this  is   fo  evident,   that  it   is  won- 

*  When  Drouet  was  in  the  middle  of  his  harangue, 
a  gentleman  aflced  one  of  the  Deputies,  who  he  was : 
"  Monfieur,*'  replied  the  Deputy,  "  c'eft  un  Mattre  dc 
Pofte,  qui  a  voulu  faire  da(juer  fon  fouet  bien  mal- 
i-propos.** 
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^erfnl  it  was  left  to  Marat  to  make  tlie  ot>-^ 
&iYiuon,  and  more  fo  that  it  was  difregatded 
when  made^ 

Other  propofals  were  made  hf  othef 
members^  and  fome  adopted :  at  about  one 
o^cIock  the  Aflembly  were  informed,  that 
the  King  was  in  the  Chambre^  des  Confe- 
rences ;  on  which  Barrere,  the  Prefident^ 
having  reminded  the  Aflembly  and  au- 
dience of  the  filencc  they  ought  to  main-^ 
tsdn,  defired  th^  he  might  be  conduded  to 
the  bar* 

An  awful  filence  prevailed;  every  eye 
was  fixed  on  the  door  at  which  he  entered* 
The  King  appeared  with  a  ferene  2ur  and 
undifturbed  countenance.  The  fpei^atcnrs 
betrayed  great  emotion. 

After  a  (hort  interval,  Barrere  addreflfed 
him :  **  Lewis,  the  French  Nation  accuie 
you  of  having  committed  various  crimes 
to  re-eftablifh  tyranny  on  the  ruiift  of  li- 
liertyj  the  National  Convention  has  decreed 

that 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(    5"    ) 

that  you  fliall  be  tried— and  the  Members 
who  compofe  it  are  to  be  your  Judges.  You 
will  hear  the  accufation  read,  after  which 
you  will  anfwer  to  the  queftions  which  (haU 
be  propofed.** 

To  this  the  King  made  no  reply# 

The  general  A£t  of  Accufation  was  then 
itad,  after  which  the  Prefident  repeated 
the  firft  article  of  accufation^  and  added, 
^  Lewis,  what  have  you  to  anfwer?'*  Oa 
which  the  King  gave  his  anfwer,  and  the 
Prefident  proceeded  to  read  the  fecond  ar* 
tide,  and  demanded  the  King's  anfwer  in 
the  fame  words  j  and  fo  on,  until  the  whole 
of  the  articles  were  finiflied. 

During  this  examination,  fome  new  quef- 
tions occurred  to  the  Committee,  which 
were  put  in  writing,  and  handed  to  the  Pre- 
fident, wlio  put  them  in  the  fame  manner 
to  the,  King,  and  received  his  anfwers. 

The  King's  behaviour  during  the  whole 
•f  his  appearance  in  the  Convention  was 

calm. 
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cttm,  recolleded,  and  that  of  a  man  itfigii* 
ed  to  the  necdCty  of  circumftancesy  wkh- 
out  the  confcioufnefa  of  guilt;  his  anfwm 
were  fenfible,  pertinent,  and  prompt.  jEfe 
never  loft  his  compofure,  except  in  one  in- 
ftance,  when  the  Prefident  read  the  frflow- 
iQg  flraage  accufation:  **  You  diftribuM 
money  among  the  populace  for  the  trea- 
cherous purpofe  of  acquiring  popularity, 
and  enilaving  the  nation/' 

The  perverlion  of  his  very  benevolence 
into  a  crime,  aftonifhcd  the  unfortunate  Mo- 
narch, and  deprived  him  for  a  moment  of  the 
pOwer  of  utterance — he  flied  tears — but  * 
confcioufnefs  of  the  purity  of  his  intentions 
rendered  them  tears  of  comforts  **  I  al- 
vrays  took  pleafure,"  faid  he,  "  in  relieving 
thofe  in  want,  but  never  had  any  treacher- 
ous purpofe." 

Upon  the  whole,  when  it  is  confidered 
that  the  queftions  were  deliberately  drawn 
up  by  a  Seled  Committee,  and  afterwaf<l» 

correficd 
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<Jorrc£led  and  enlarged  by  the  whole  Con-i 
Vention^  while  the  King's  anfwers  wer6 
given  extempore,,  and  without  even  a  pre- 
vious knowledge  that  he  was  to  be  ex- 
amined ih  that  manner^  it  places  his  under- 
ftanding  in  a  very  advantageous  point  of 
view. 

To  keep  the  King  ignorant  to  the 
laft  of  any  intention  of  examining  him^ 
and  then  hurry  him  unprepared  to  their 
bar,  was  ungenerous  and  (hameful  in 
the  higheft  degree — it  might  have  difcon- 
certed  him  in  fuch  a  mannet  as  to  have 
given  fcope  to  malice ;  his  enemies  would 
have  imputed  to  confcious  guilt  that  difot-* 
der  in  his  anfwers  and  condud,  which  fui*- 
prifc  or  indignation  might  naturally  have 
produced : — and  it  is  impoffible  not  to  fuf^ 
pea  that  the  fecrecy  was  employed  for  that 
very  purpofe.  If  fo,  all  thofe  enemies  have 
been  difappointed ;  the  malignity  by  which 

VOL.  II.  L I  they  - 
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they  attempted  to  obfcure  his  charadcr,  has 
only  ferved  to  put  it  in  a  fairer  light. 

When  the  King  had  anfwered  all  the 
queflions,  the  original  papers  on  which  part 
of  the  accufation  was  founded  were  laid 
on  the  table.  Valaze  taking  them  up 
one  by  one,  and  reading  the  title,  faid,  as 
he  prefcnted  each  to  the  King,  **  Louis 
Capet,  la  reconnoiflez-vous  ?''  If  the  King 
anfwered  that  he  knew  it,  Valaze  faid, 
**  Louis  la  reconnoit ;"  and  the  Prefident 
repeated,  "  La  piece  eft  reconnue."  If  the 
King  difavowed  it,  they  faid,  "  Louis  ne 
la  reconnoit  pas — ^La  piece  n'eft  pas  recoa- 
nue." 

The  King  difavowed  many  of  them. 
When  the  whole  had  been  inveftigated  in 
this  manner,  the  Prefident  addreffing  the 
King  faid,  **  I  have  no  other  queftions  to 
propofe — have  you  any  thing  more  to  add 
in  your  defence  V  *'  I  dcfire  to  have  a  copy 
of  the  accufation,"  replied  the  Kipg,  **  and 
2  '  of 
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of  the  ps^rs  on  which  it  b  fouQded.f-I  al^ 
defire  to  hkv6  a  Counfel  of  my  own  nomi- 
nation/\  Bafrere  informed  him^  that  his 
two  firft  requefts  were  already  decreed^  and 
that  the  determination  reipefting  the  other 
would  be  made  known  to  him  in  due  time# 

After  which  the  King  withdrew^  and  was 
conduced  back  to  the  Temple  in  the  fame 
carriage,  and  with  the  fame  attendants  that 
he  had  when  he  came  to  the  Affembly.  The 
crowd  in  the  ftreets  was  greater  than  in  the 
m9rning;  the  continued  cries  of  **  Vive  la 
Republique  !**  accompanied  the  coach  from 
the  Aflembly  Hall  to  the  Temple,  and  the 
cry  **  Ala  Guillotiner'  was  alfo heard  more 
frequently  than  in  the  morning,  but  lefs  fo 
than  was  expeded  by  thofe  who  had  taken 
fo  much  pains  to  irritate  the  populace  againft 
him* 

In  the  coach,  the  King  aflced  Chaumet, 

the  Procureur  Syndic,  *'  if  he  thought  the 

Convention  would  allow  him  to  have  Coun- 

Ll  2  fel.'* 
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fel."  This  man,  by  the  account  which  fi4 
afterwards  gave  of  what  paflcd,  anfwcr- 
cd  fhortly,  **  that  his  duty  was  to  condud 
him  to  and  from  the  Aflembly,  and  not  to 
anfwer  queftions.** 

When  he  arrived  at  the  Temple,  and 
was  in  his  apartment,  he  fent  a  meffage, 
defiling  to  fpeak  to  the  Mayor,  who,  bemg 
in  his  carriage  and  ready  to  drive  away,  im- 
mediately obeyed  the  fummons,  and  af- 
cended  to  the  King's  chamber,  "  I  hope* 
faid  he  to  Chambon,  •*  that  you  will  not  de- 
lay to  let  me  know,  whether  I  am  allowed 
Counfel/'  The  Mayor  replied,  ^  that  he 
might  rely  tipcn  being  informed  as  foon  aa 
poflible  ;  adding,  that  he  was  perfuaded  the 
Convention  were  too  juft  to  refofc  to  hita 
what  the  law  allowed  to  all.'* 

Every  member  of  the  Convention  was 
not  of  the  fame  way  of  thinking  with  the 
Mayor:  about  thirty  or  forty  Deputies  of 
the    faction  called    the    Mount^h   were 
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agaiaft  granting  that  requcft,  and  oppofed 
it  by  the  moft  indecent  clamours;  but  find- 
ing their  eflforts  vain,  they  next  infifted  that 
he  fliould  be  allowed  only  one  perfon  for 
CounfeU  The  great  majority  on  the  con- 
trary were  for  allowing  him  three:  the  de- 
bate became  fo  tumultuous,  that  the  Prefi- 
dent  was  obliged  to  put  on  his  hat  *:  the 
Mountain  was  at  laft  obliged  to  relinquifh 
this  fhameful  attempt ;  and  it  was  decreed 
that  the  King  fliould  have  Counfel,  without 
limiting  the  number,,  and  that  a  meflage 
fhould  inftantly  be  fent  to  inform  him 
of  this.  One  of  thofe  who  had  oppofed  his 
having  any  Counfel,  propofed  that  two  of 
the  fervants  of  the  Affembly  (huifSers) 
ihould  carry  this  meflage  j  but  the  Conven- 
tion ordered^  four  of  their  members  for  that 
purpofe. 

After  the  Mayor  left  the  Temple,  the 

*  This  IS  a  fignal  to  order,  never  given  but  in  caf»:s  of 
great  confufion,  and  is  generally  obeyed. 

LI  3  King 
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King  immediately  examined  the  Conftitutlon^ 
of  which  he  had  a  copy,  and  faid  to  the 
Commiffioner,  who  was  now  alone  with 
him,  **  Y^es,  I  fiiid  that  the  law  allows  me 
Counfel;  but  may  I  not  alfo  be  allowed  the 
fatisfai^ion  of  having  my  family  with  mer 
The  Commiffioner  anfwered,  **  that  he 
did  not  know,  but  would  go  and  confult 
the  Committee.'*  He  went  accordingly,  and 
returned  foon  after;  he  informed  the  King 
that  he  could  not  fee  his  family. — "  That  is 
hard,-  faid  the  King,—"  But  my  fon,  they 
will  not  deny  me  the  comfort  of  his  com- 
pany at  leaft — he  is  a  child,  Sir,  of  only 
feven  years  of  age,'* 

"  The  Committee  have  declared,'*  replied 
the  Commiffioner,  "  that  ypu  fhall  have  no 
communication  with  your  family — Yoiir 
fon  is  of  your  family.'' 

The  Commiffioner  left  the  King,  and  went 
to  the  Queen's  apartment,  where  all  the 
Royal  family  were.  The  Queen  immediately 

ftfced, 
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a&ed,  if  they  might  not  all  wait  oa  the 
King,  who  they  knew  was  returned  from 
the  Convention.  The  Commiffipner  gave  the 
fame  anfwer  he  had  given  to  the  King. — 
"  At  leaft;'  faid  the  Queen,  "  let  him  have 
the  company  of  this  ehild ;  pray  allow  his 
fon  to  go  to  him.*'  The  Commiffioner  re- 
plied, "  that  as  the  child  could  not  be  with 
both,  it  was  beft  that  the  perfon  who  might 
be  fuppofed  to  have  the  greateft  courage 
fliould  fufFer  the  privation  :  befides/*  he  ad- 
ded,  "  a  child  of  that  age  has  more  need 
of  the  care  of  a  mother  than  of  a  father," 

The  following  day  the  four  Deputies  in- 
formed the  Convention  of  their  having  been 
with  the  King,  and  that  he  had  named  Tar- 
get and  Tronchet  as  his  CounfeU 

Tronchet  accepted^  declaring  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  was  aware  of  the  delicacy  and 
danger  of  the  office,  which  humanity  to  a 
man^  over  whofe  head  the  fword  of  juftice 
hung,  impofed  on  him — and  for  which,  in  all 
events,  he  would  accept  of  no  recompenfe, 
LI  4  Target 
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Target  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Prefident  d 
the  Cenvention,  excufmg  himfe}f.on  account 
of  his  age  and  infirmities,  and  deflring  that 
his  letter  might  be  fent  to  the  King,  th*t  he 
might  choofe  another. 

This  afforded  fpme  Members  of  the  Af- 
fembly  a  frefh  opportunity  of  difplaying 
their  difpofition — they  complained  of  the 
incidents  which  continually  occurred  to  re- 
tard the  final  ifliie  of  the  procefs.  Offelia  * 
iaid,  that  one  Counfel  might  refufe  after  an-j 
other^  to  the  lofs  of  much  precious  tiroC| 
and  therefore  propofed  that  the  Convention 
fhould  name  Counfel  for  the  King,  whom 
he  muft  either  accept,  or  find  others  withia 
twenty- four  hours. 

This  revolted  the  greater  part  of  the  Ai^ 
feipbly;  and  when  it  was  a&ed,  how  it 
could  be  imagined  that  the  King  could  place 
confidence  in  thofe  of  their  nominauon, 
Tallien  faid  with  a  rancour  that  well  ac- 

*  This  fame  Oflelin  was  Prefident  of  the  Criminal. 
Tribunal  of  the  17th  of  Auguft ! 
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corded  with  his  charadler,  **  Qu'il  s*arrange^  ^ 
qu'il  trouve  desConfeils  qui  acceptent;  c^eft 
foa affaire;  la  notrc  eft  de  veager  }a  Ma-^ 
jefte  nationale  ^^.'* 

Fermoad  and  Rabaut  de  St.  Etienne  fpoke 
agaiaft  this  favage  precipitation  j  another 
propofed  to  adjourn :  Thuriot,  and  Benta^r 
bole,  the  fame  who  had  accompanied  Marat 
on  his  vi(it  to  Dumourier,  oppofed  the 
adjournment.  "  Do  tyrants  ever  adjourn 
their  vengeance  againft  the  people  V*  faid 
Legendre,  **  and  yet  you  talk  of  adjourn- 
ing the  juftice  of  the  people  againft  a  ty- 
rant*'*  This  argument  was  well  fuited  to 
the  underftandings  and  inclinations  of  the 
audience  in  the  galleries,  and  met  with  their 
applaufe. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  deputation  from  the 
Council  of  the  Commune  of  Paris  came  to 
communicate  to  the  Convention  a  decree 
which  they  had  paffed  regarding  the  mea- 

*  He  muft  do  the  beft  he  can,  lie  mull  find  thofe  who 
nxrill  accept,  ths^t  is  his  buC^db  i  it  is  ours  to  Avenge  the  J 
Majcft  y  of  the  Nation , 

fures 
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fures  they  thought  neceflary  to  follow  in  the 
prefcnt  circumftances.  By  this  decree,  the 
King  was  to  have  no  communication  with  his 
family : — ^his  valet  de  chambre  was  to  be 
locked  up  with  him,  and  to  have  no  inter- 
courfe  with  any  body  elfe : — ^his  Counfel 
were  to  be  ftridly  examined  (fcrupuleufe-^ 
ment  examines,  fouilles  jufqu'aux  cndroits 
les  plus  fecrets).  After  having  thrown  off  the 
clothes  in  which  they  entered,  they  were  to 
be  drefled  in  others  provided  for  them  in  the 
Temple,  ^nd  under  the  infpedion  of  the 
Commiflioners  who  attended  the  King,  and 
were  not  to  be  allowed  to  leave  the  Temple 
till  after  fentence  was  pronounced  It  was 
alfo  an  article  in  this  Decree,  that  the  Counfel 
Ihould  take  an  oath  never  to  mention  any 
thing  they  heard  while  in  the  Temple/* 

Pecrees  have  fometimes  been  propofed, 
and  meafures  have  been  adopted,  by  thefe 
men,  of  fuch  a  dcteftable  and  atrocious  na- 
ture, that  we  are  alaioft  tempted  to  fufpefl 

th^t 
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that  fome  individual  among  them  is  bribed 
to  fuggeft  and  perfuade  them  into  mea- 
fures  which  muft  render  them  and  their 
caufe  for  ever  odious  and  deteftable.  What 
could  the  enemies  of  civil  liberty  wifli  more, 
than  that  thofe  who  call  themfelves  her  friends 
fhould  a£t  fo  as  to  (hock  cotnmon  decency, 
and  revolt  all  the  feelings  of  humanity  ? 

This  abominable  decree  was  with  diffi- 
culty heard  to  the  end;  it  excited  thegreateft 
marks  of  difguft  ;  there  was  a  cry  from  all 
parts  of  the  Aflembly  to  annul  the  decree, 
and  cenfure  thofe  who  made  it.  Robefpierrc 
had  the  courage  to  face  this  ftorm  ;  he  de- 
clared that  he  was  convinced  that  a  very 
laudable  fpirit  had  dilated  the  decree,— 
**  which,"  added  he,  *'  is  perhaps  too  mild 
for  the  occafion."  This  declaration  pro- 
duced violent  murmurs,  and  many  voices 
were  heard  exclaiming—/*  Hors  de  la  trh» 
hner 

•*  I  know,''  refumed  he^  *•  that  there  is  a 

party 
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party  in  this  Aflembly  for  faving  the  trai- 
tor; but  I  am  furprifed  that  thofe  who 
ihew  fo  much  tendernefs  and  fympathy  for 
an  oppreflbr,  have  none  for  the  good  people 
whom  he  opprcffed.*' 

This  gained  the  galleries  in  an  inftant, 
and  they  refounded  with  applaufe. 

Several  Members  however  put  the  inqui- 
fitorial  and  fhameful  Decree  of  the  Com- 
mune in  a  juft  light  j  and  conjured  the  Af- 
fembly,  in  the  name  of  decency,  humanity, 
and  juftice,to  annul  it;  which  was  carried. 

The  Convention  were  afterwards  in- 
formed, that  feveral  people  had  offered  to  be 
Counfel  for  the  King  ;  all  of  whom  he  had 
refufed  except  M.  Malefherbes  and  M.Tron- 
chet,  who  having  been  at  the  Temple  and 
admitted  into  the  King's  prefence,  on  the 
14th,  found  that  he  had  not  then  received 
any  of  the  papers  he  had  demanded, 

Monfieur  de  LamoignonrMaleflierbes  is  a 
^l2>n  of  an  amiable  and  refpedable  cha- 

3  racier } 
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raider ;  of  di(tingui(hed  fenfe,  probity,  and 
learning ;  of  on«  of  the  chief  families  of 
what  is  called  The  Robe  in  France ;  he  is 
grandfon  of  the  Chancellor  Lamoignon, 
who  wae  an  intimate  friend  of  Boileau,  Ra- 
cine, and  other  men  of  genius  in  the  reign 
of  Levyis  the  Fourteenth. 

The  prcfent  Monfieur  de  Malefherbes  dif- 
tinguiihed  himfelf  towards  the  end  of*  the 
reign  of  Lewis  XV.  by  fome  very  eloquent 
and  courageous  remonftrances  which  he  drew 
up  when  he  was  firft  Prefident  of  the  Cour 
desjlides^  and  for  which  he  wasbanifhed. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Lewis 
XVL  he  fucceeded  Monfieur  de  St.  Flo- 
rentin  in  the  Miniftry  ;  but  afterwards,  for 
reafons  which  are  varioully  ftatcd,  he  de- 
(ired  and  obtained  leave  to  retire. 

This  refpedable  man  is  feyenty-two  years 
of  age ;  his  generous  offer  to  be  Counfel 
for  the  King  gains  him  the  applaufe  ,of  the 
public,  and  forms  a  contrail  greatly  in  his 
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favour  with  the  cautious  conduft  of  M* 
Target,  which  has  been  condemned  by  all 
parties.  —  Even  the  fifh women  of  Paris 
marked  the  difference,  went  in  a  body  and 
hung  garlands  of  flowers  and  laurel  on  the 
gate  of  Monfieur  de  Malelherbes,  and  after- 
wards proceeded  to  the  houfe  of  Monfieur 
Target,  in  the  intention  to  infult  him  in  a 
manner  peculiar  to  themfelves.  Fortunately 
for  him,  he  was  advertifed  of  their  intentioD, 
and  made  his  efcape. 

It  is  much  to  be  wifhed  that  all  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Convention  had  been  endowed 
with  equal  fentiments  of  juftice  with  thefe 
Poiflardes.  The  difcrimination  difplayed 
on  this  occafion  is  a  proof  that  the  loweft 
inhabitants  of  Paris  are  not  devoid  of  fenti- 
ments of  generofity ;  and  that  if  they  were 
acquainted  with  the  real  charader  of  the 
King,  the  fpirit  of  rancour  which  has  been 
pcrfidioufly  raifed  againft  him  wou'd  foon 
be  turned  againft  his  perfecutors^ 

It 
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It  will  not  be  improper  here  to  iofert  ad 
anecdote  which  does  honour  to  the  heart  of 
this  unfortunate  Prince.  Two  Commif- 
fioners  of  very  oppofite  difpofidons  were 
with  the  King  when  the  ihocldng  exhi- 
bition of  the  head  of  Madame  de  Lamballe 
was  made  under  his  windows^  on  the  third 
of  September.  One  of  thofe  men  hearing 
the  noife^  and  recognifing  the  head,  had  thie 
brutality  to  invite  the  King  to  come  to  the 
window,  and  he  would  fee  a  very  curious 
fight.  The  King  was  advancing  towards 
the  window,  when  the  other  ran  and  with- 
held him,  faying,  the  fight  was  too  fliocking 
for  him  to  fupport. 

The  perfon  to  whom  the  King  after- 
wards related  thefe  circjimftances,  alked  the 
names  of  the  two  Commiffioners.  The 
King  freely  told  him  the  name  of  the  latter, 
but  refufcd  to  mention  that  bf  the  former — 
*'  becaufe,*^  faid  he,  "  it  can  do  him  no 
credit  at  any  time;  and  might  poflibly  at 

fome 
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Ibme  future  period  bring  him  to  troulAe/' 
As  the  bcncvdence  of  the  King^a  difpo* 
fition  appeared  through  the  whole  of  his 
reign^  his  enemies  have  endeavour^  to  con^ 
ceal  and  mifreprcfent  every  circumfiance  of 
this  kind.  But  notwithftanding  all  the  pains 
they  have  taken,  fo  many  proofs  of  his  can- 
dour, moderation  and  integrity  were  known, 
that  thofe  who  wifhed  his  death  were  in 
conftant  dread  of  a  return  of  humanity  and 
affedion  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  towards 
him  ;  and  therefore  were  at  great  pains  to 
fill  the  tribunes  with  perfons  hired  to  mak€ 
an  outcry  againft  him :  and  they  were  fo 
apprehenfive  on  this  fubjedi  as  to  fufpefi 
thofe  very  agents  of  relenting. 

When  the  King  was  indif|iofed  in  the 
month  of  November,  and  the  phyfician  Le* 
monier  ordered  to  vifit  him,  fome  fymptoms 
of  concern  were  manifefted  by  the  people^ 
which  alarmed  the  King's  enemies  greatly. 
It  was  reported  and  believed' for  one  day, 
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that  be  wa^  dead ;  I  myfelf  heard  it  infi- 
nuated  in  a  pretty  large  company  that  he 
was  murdered  ;  one  perfon  exclaimed  with 
indignation — **  Les  fcelcrats  I'ont  empoi- 
fonn6*r 

.  The  King's  appearance  in  the  Conven- 
tion, the  dignified  refignation  of  his  manner, 
the  admirable  promptiti)de  and  candour  o^ 
his  anfwers,  made  fuch  an  evident  impreflioa 
on  ibme  of  the  audience  in  the  galleriesr, 
that  a  determined  enemy  of  Royalty,  who 
had  iiis  eye  upon  them,  declared  that  he 
was  afraid  of  hearing  the  cry  of  Vive  le  Roi ! 
ifliie  from  the  tribunes ;  and  added,  that  if 
the  King  had  remained  ten  minutes  longer 
in  their  fight,  he  was  convinced  it  would 
haye  happened :  for  which  reafon  he  was 
vehemently  againfk  his  being  brought  to  the 
bar  a  fecond  time. 

The  CommifConen^  who  do  duty  at  the 
*  Temple  were  cenfured  for  drawing  up  their 
*  The  vilhins  have  poifoncd  him ! 

VOL.  IX.  Mm  reports 
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reports  fo  as  to  excitt  compaffion,  and  were 
required  to  avoid  this  for  the  future.  The 
^  thing  was  impoilible,  unlefs  they  had  been 
permitted  to  falfify ;  for  a  bare  relation  of 
the  fa£ts,  in  the  coldeft  language,  muft  have 
produced  the  effed  they  wifhed  to  prevent. 

Terror  has  a<fled  a  principal  part  (ince  the 
beginning  of  this  Revolution— Terror  firft 
produced  the  emigrations,  to  which  a  great 
proportion  of  the  miferies  which  France  has 
fuffered  are  owing — Terror  produced  that 
fhameful  paflivenefs  in  the  inhabitants  of 
Paris  and  Verfailles  during  the  raaffacres  — 
Terror  prevented  fympathy  from  appearing 
in  the  faces  of  many  who  felt  it  in  their 
hearts  for  the  unfortunate  monarch,  during 
this  procefs,  and  Terror  a,t  laft  pronounced 
the  fentence  of  his  death  • 

Befides  the  means  already  mentioned,  of 
inflaming  the  populace  by  pamphlets  and 
hand-bills,  men  were  hired  to  mix  with  the 
groups,  in  the  Palais  Royal,  and  on  the 
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terrice  df  the  Feuillans,  to  harangue  on  tlie 
neceffity  of  condemning  the  King  without 
farther  form  of  procefs ;  and  fomc  of  thef6 
men  went  the  length  of  aflcrting*  that  if  the 
Convention  did  not,  the  people  would  take 
that  bufmefs  on  themrdvcs,  and  afterwards 
execute  the  fame  juftice  on  all  the  Deputies 
who  fliould  vote  for  faving  him. 

All  thofe  inhuman   manoeuvres   did  not 
prevent  its  being  ftrongly  ftated  by  fome 
members  in  the   Convention,  that  if  the 
King's  counfel  were  not  allowed  fufficient 
time  to  prepare  his  defence,  the  decree  by 
which  counfel   was  granted  to   him  would 
be   confidered  as  an  infult,  and  the  trial  a 
mockery. — It  was  alfo  boldly  afferted  by  one 
member,  that  "  if  rancour  and  mean  felfifli 
**  views  had  not  hardened  the  hearts  of  fome 
**  prefent,   fo  plain  and  obvious  a  piece  of 
*^  juftice  never  would  have  afforded  a  mo- 
**  mentis  debate.*' — ^^  It  has  been  faid,'*  added 
another,  *^  that  there  are  Royalifts  in  the 
M  m  2  *^  Convention. 
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*•  Convention.  So  there  are ;  but  they  con- 
^*  fift  of  thofft  who  pufh  on  the  procefs  with 
**  royal  fury  and  precipitation— men  who 
**  are  not  for  trying  but  butchering  Lewis 
**  XVI>  and  thereby  gratifying  all  the 
"  princes  at  war  with  the  Republic,  by 
**  raifing  a  general  indignation  all  over 
"  Europe,  at  the  manifeft  cruelty  and  injuf- 
**  tice  of  a  Republican  Aflembly." 

Thefe  remonftrances  feem  to  have  had 
fome  cffed ;  for  it  was  decreed,  that  the  King 
fliould  be  allowed  till  the  26th  of  December 
to  prepare  his  defence. 

It  was  alfo  propofed,  that  during  this  in- 
terval the  King  ftiould  have  a  free  inter- 
courfe  with  his  family. — This  was  no  fooncr 
mentioned  than  it  was  affented  to  by  the  ex- 
clamations of  a  great  majority  of  the  Aflem* 
bly.  "  You  may  decree  this  as  much  as 
you  pleafe/' cried  Tallien;  •*  but  if  the  Mu- 
nicipality do^  not  choofc  it,  he  will  be  al- 
lowed to  fee  none  of  them.'' 

Here 
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'  Here  this  man's  malice  carried  him  far- 
ther than  his  accomplices  approved  j  it  was 
moved  that  he  Ihould  be  cenfured,  and  that 
the  cenfure  fhould  be  inCerted  in  the  verbal 
procefs :  he  attempted  ta  avert  this  by  a 
filly  explanation,  which  proved  inefiedual. ' 

The  Aflembly  feemed  pretty  generally 
difpofed  to  allow  a  free  communication  be- 
tween the  King  and  all  his  family,  when 
Reabell  aflerted,  that  it  wquld  be  highly 
improper  to  allow  him  any  communication 
with  the  Queen  and  the  Princefs  Elizabeth, 
who  were  involved  in  the  accufations  as 
there  was  reafon  to  believe  they  had  fent 
their  diamonds  to  their  brothers,  to  help 
them  to  make  war  on  the  nation.  On  this 
defpicable  pretext  the  King  was  allowed  to 
have  intercourfe  with  his  children  only,  and 
they  were  ordered  to  be  kept  feparat^  from 
their  mother  and  aunt  till  the  end  of  the 
procefs. 

It  had  been  obferved,  that  very  few  of 
M  m  3  the 
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the  real  Bourgeoific  of  Paris  could  of  late  get 
accefs  to  the  tribunes,  the  places  being  pre* 
occupied  by  a  fet  of  hired  vagabonds,  gene- 
rally the  fame  every  day  :  fo  that  when  the 
other  departments  complain  of  being  under 
the  controul  of  the  fmgle  city  of  Paris,  they 
do  not  ftate  the  grievance  in  its  full  mag* 
nitude.     AH  the  departments  of  France,  in- 
cluding that  of  Paris,  are,  in  reality,  often 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  clamorous  tyranny 
of  a  fet  of  hired  ruffians  in  the  tribunes, 
who  ufurp  the  name  and  fundions  of.  the 
PeuJ>le  Souverain,  and,  fecretly  direded  by  a 
few  demagogues,  govern  this  unhappy  nation. 
To  remedy  this,  Manuel  propofed,  that 
a  certain   number  of  tickets   of  admiffion 
fliould  be  fent  every  day  to  the  feftions  to 
be  diftributed  among  the  real     citizens. — 
As  this  plan  would  have  prevented  certain 
manoeuvres  of  the  Mountain,  that  fadion 
oppofcd   it  with  great  violence ;  the  people  j 
in  the  galleries  thundered  againil  it ;  fome 
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of  them  called  out,  **  A  T  Abbaye  Manuel,  ^ 
TAbbaye  larift cerate  Manuel  !'*  Legcndre, 
the  butcher,  propofcd,  that  it  fhould  be  de- 
creed, that  Manuel  had  loft  his  fenfes. — This 
fally,  the  finefle  6f  which  will  not  be  ap-i 
parent  to  all  the  world,  was  thought  exqui- 
fite  by  the  people  in  the  tribunes*  When 
they  had  done  with  their,  applaufe,  Manuel 
returned  his  thanks  to  Legendre,  for  not . 
having  moved  that  it  fhould  be  decreed  that 
he  was  an  ox  ;  becauf^,  if  that  had  paflfed, 
Legendre  might  have  thought  he  had  a 
right  to  Daughter  him. 

Monfieur  Defeize  was  added  to  Meflrs. 
de  Maleiherbes  and  Tronchet,  as  a  counfd 
for  the  King :  the  bufmefs  they  had  to  go 
through  was  too  laborious  for  two  perfons 
only,  and  the  time  allowed  ftill  too  fliort. 

From  the  report  of  one  of  the  Commillion* 

crs  we  learn  the  following  particulars,  which, 

though  minute,  ferve  to  illuftrate  the  cha- 

uQtCT  of  the  King  2— ^T^he  Commiffioaers, 

M  m  4  wb« 
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tvho  were  ordered  on  duly  at  the  T^mpte, 
having,  accotding  to  cuftom^  drawn  lotft  ft>r 
their  different  pofts,  that  of  the  King's  apart- 
ment fell  to  a  M.  Cubieres,  who,  with  ano^ 
thcr  GDmmifEoner/ was  introduced  at  eleveil 
at  night,  the  King  beirlg  then  afleejp*  He  rofc 
as  ufual  at  feven,  and  took  a  book,  which 
they  afterwards  found  was  a  breviary;— 
breakfaft  was  brought  at  nine,  but  the  Kbg 
rcfufcd  to  cat  becaufe  it  was  the  faft  of  Lc 
QuatreTcmSi— Hefpentfome  timein  prayer^ 
and  afterwards  aflced  Cubieres  about  the 
heahh  of  theQuefcn  and  his  fiftcn— He  walk- 
ed mufing  through  the  room;  and  then,  raif^ 
Jiigihisieyes  to  Heaven,  *•  This  day  (iaid  he) 
my  daughter  is  fourteen  years  of  age.'*  The 
unhappy  Prince  repeated  the  fame  expreffioa 
after  apaule,  during  which  the  tears  flowed 
from  his  eyes,  and  he  was  greatly  agitated. 

Monfieur  de  Malefherbes  4nd  the  other 

two  counfel  came,  and  he  paffed  moft  of 

%hdiX  day  and  the  next  with  theni^  and  widi 
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four  deputies  from  the  Convention,  whq 
canfie  with  papers  relative  to  bis  trial. 

One  of  the  Commiffioners  fai4  to  Ma-* 
leflierbes^  in  a  converfation  apart,  that  he  was 
furprifed  to  obferve  that  he  gaye  the  Moni- 
teur  and  other  Journals  to  Lewis,  becayfe 
he  would  by  it  become  acquainted  with  many 
things  very  difagreeable,  and  particularly  to 
what  a  degree  the  people  were  prejudiced 
againft  him.  Monf.  Mal^flierbes  replied,  that 
the  King  (for  he  perHfted  in  calling  him  the 
King),  was  of  a  ftrong  charader,  and  beheld 
his  misfohunes  with  magoanimity. 

The  Commif&oner  hinted  to  M.  de  Male^ 
fliorbes,  that,  by  the  free  admiffion  he  had 
to  the  King,  he  might,  if  he  were  not  an 
honeft  man,  furnifh  him  with  poifon. 

**  If  I  fhould/'  replied  M.  de  Malefherbee, 
^^  the  King  is  too  fipcere  a  chrifUan  to  make 
irfe  of  it/' 

The  rcfolution  of  the  Convention  to  try 
tlve  King  aud  to  be  themfelves  his  judgea, 
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aftoniflied  Europe,  and  was  heard  with  for- 
row  and  indignation  by  the  unfortunate  na- 
tives of  France,  whom  the  vioIeAce  of  the 
late  meafuores,  or  the  fears  of  aflaflination, 
had  driven  from  their  country. 

Some  of  them,  diftinguifhed  for  their  ta- 
lents as  well  as  for  the  offices  they  had  held 
in  their  own  country,  were  in  England  at 
this  interefting  period,  and  fliewed  a  ftrong 
defire  of  doing  every  thing  in  their  power, 
in  juftification  of  a  prince  of  whofe  inno- 
cence they  all  feemed  fully  convinced. 

M.  Louis  de  Narbonne,  who  had  beca 
Minifter  of  War  when  the  hoftilities  began 
between  France  and  the  Emperor,  and  from 
that  circumftance  was  enabled  to  thfow 
great  light  on  the  fubjedt,  wrote  to  the  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Convention,  offering  to  appear 
at  the  bar  as  one  of  the  defenders  of  the 
King,  provided  a  proteftion  was  fent  to 
make  it  fafe  for  him  to  pafs  and  repafs 
through  France^     The  Coaventioo  paffcd 

;  to 
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to  the  order  of  the  day  on  this  requeft,  with- 
out even  allowing  the  reafons  which  Mi  de 
Narbonne  gave  for  its  peculiar  propriety 
to  be  read.    , 

M.  de  Narbonne  then  drew  up  a  declara- 
tion In  juftification  of  his  Sovereign,  which 
he  tranfmitted  to  Meflrs.  Trdnchet  and  Ma- 
leflierbes :  from  the  laft  he  received  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

Paris,  31  Decembre  1792. 
"  J'ai  re9U,  Monfieur,  voire  lettre  et  la 
declaration  de  V08  fentimens. 

"  Vous  ne  me  mandez  pas  quel  ufagc 

vous  vodez  que  j'en  faffe.     Si  c'eft  de  la 

■  faire  imprimer,  ce  nc  peut  pas  Stre  moi  qui 

..m'en  charge,  parce  qu'etant  le  confeil  dc 

.     celui  qui  fut  mon  Roi,  je  ne  peux  faire  au- 

cune  demarche  qui  ne  foit  regardee  comme 

faite  par  lui.     Au  refte,  votre  declaration  nc 

peut  avoir  aucune  influence  fur  le  jugement 

de  la  Cpnvention  Nationak,  parce  que  a    . 
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Thcurc  oil  je  vous  ecris,  on  prooedc  au  jngc* 
ment. 

"  II  eft  poffible  que  le  jugcment  qu^oii 
rendra^  entraine  une  autre  difcuflion  en  pre- 
fence  de  la  nation^  Ce  fera  alors  k  vous  dc 
voir  fi  vous  croyeZi  devoir  fairc  parattre 
votre  declaration  en  faveur  du  plus  malheu« 
reux  et  du  plus  vertueux  des  hommes. 

**  Quant  a  moi,  fi  la  caufc  fe  plaide  devant 
la  nation,  je  fub  tres  determine  k  la  foutenir 
audi  publiquemept  que  je  pourrai,  quand 
meme  on  prononcerait  que  je  ne  fuis  plus  Ic 
defpiifeur  legal  de  Tinnocent* 

DaiXs  ce  cas-lil,  Monfieur»  je  vous  pre« 
vicns  que  je  me^fervlrai  depluiicurs  article^ 
de  votre  lettre  fans  pretendre  me  les  appro- 
prier,  parc6  qu'il  ne  me  ferait  pas  poffible 
de  rendre  aufli  bien  que  vous*  pluiieurs 
grandcs  verites,  qu'il  fera  important  de  met* 
tre  fous  les  yeux  de  la  nation. 

*♦  Mais  la  plus  grande  partic  dc  votre  de* 
7  claration 
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dataticn  concerne  des  fait8  qui  vOus  font 

perfonnelS)  et  que  vous  feul  avez  droif  de 

certifier. 

(Signe)  Mauisherbbs^* 

.  **  A  Monfieur  Louts  dc 

Narbonne,  ancien  Minillre 

de  la  Guerre  de  France,  k 

Londres,'* 

M.de 

*  I  have  received  your  letter,  and  the  declaralion  o£ 
your  fenthnents.  You  do  not  inform  me  what  ufe 
you  wifh  to  be  made  of  them.  If  you  defire  to  have 
them  printed,  I  am  not  the  perfon  who  can  take  upoa 
me  to  do  it ;  becaufe,  being  one  of  his  counfel  who  wa^ 
my  King,  whatever  I  do  will  be  confidered  as  done  by 
him.  Befide,  your  declaration  can  have  no  influence 
on  the  decifion  of  the  National  Convention,  becaufe,  at 
the  very  time  'I  am  writing,  they  arc  proceeding  to 
judgment. 

It  is  poffible  that  the  fentence  they  will  pronounce 
may  occaGon  another  difcufliOn  in  prefence  of  the  whole 
nation.  You  will  then  consider  whether:  it  will  be  pre*' 
per  for  you  to  publifh  your  declaration  m  favour  ef  the 
moft  unfortunate  and  moft  virtuous  of  men.  As  for 
my  part,  if  the  caufe  {hall  be  brought  before  the  nation, 
I  am  fefolved  to  fupport  it  as  publicly  as  I  can,  even 
although  they  (hould  decide  that  I  am  no  longer  the  le- 
gal defender  of  the  innocent. 

In 
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.   M,  de  Narbonfie  wrdte  the  fdllowmg 
anfwer  to  M.  Maleflierbes : 

"  En  m*annon9ant,  Monficur,  que  vooa 
avez  re9U  la  declaration  que  j^ai  eu  Thon* 
neur  de  vous  addreiTer,  yous  femblez  defii^r 
que  je  vous  indique  Tufage  que  je  fouhaite 
qui  en  foit  faite.     Permettez-moi  de  m'cn 
rapporter  fur  cela  a  votre  courageufe  vertu, 
et  foyez  fur  que  j'apprendrai  avec  recon- 
noiflance  tout  ce  qui  fera  fait  par  vous.     Au 
moment  du  jugement  de  cehii  que  je  choi- 
firois  avec  orgueil  et  avec  tranfport  pour 
mon  roi,  je  fis  propofer  aux  miniftres  Frjin- 
cois,  a£tuellement  en  Angleterre,  de  fe  ren- 
dre  fur  le  champ  a  Paris,  pour  nous  ranger 
autour  de  notre  malheureux  monarque.    Us 

In  that  cafe,  I  fhall  avail  myfelf  of  feveral  articles  in 
your  letter,  without  alteration,  becaufe  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  exprefs  fo  well  as  you  have  done,  certain  great 
truths,  which  it  will  be  of  importance  to  lay  before  the 
nation. 

Buf  the  greateft  part  of  your  declaration  confifts  of 

fafls  pcrfonal  to  yourfelf,  and  which  you  alone  have  the 

right  to  certify. 

(Signed)  Malesherbes. 

crurent 
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cnircnt  voir  dans  cette  d-marche,  des  Inccn- 
veniens  pour  fa  caufe;  ils  ea  trouverent 
6galement  a  ccrire  une  lettre  fignee  de  nous 
tous,  pour  demander  un  fauf- conduit  qui 
nous  mit  a  me  me  de  reclamer  toute  notre 
refponfabilite.  Je  fus  reduit  a  faire  feul 
cette  d-marche,  et  ma  lettre  ne  fut  pas 
meme  lue  par  rAflemblee.  II  ne  m'eft  done 
refte  de  moyea  d'acquitter  cette  dette  de  ma 
confcience,  que  par  la  declaration  a  laquelle 
vous  daignez  donner  quelque  eloge. 

^  Ah  !  c'eft  vous,  Monfieur,  et  vos  re- 
fpedables  coUegues,  qui  les  meritez  toutes* 

**  Un  de  mes  amis,  Monfieur  d^Arblay*, 

retire  avec  moi  a  la  campagne,  a  cru  que  la 

depofition  qu'il  vous  a  envoy^e,  pourroit 

etre  de  quelque  utUite  dans  une  difcuiHon  ; 

il  fe  joint  a  moi  pour  vous  exprimer  les 

mSmefe  fentimens. 

**  J'ai  l^onneur,  &c.  &c. 

(Signe)  L.  de  NARBONNEf/' 

*  Tills  18  the  fame  gallant  officer  of  whom  mention  if^ 
made  vol.  i.  p.  233. 
f  In  informing  me  that  you  have  received  the  deda- 
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M.  de  Narbonne  afterwards  received  the 
letter  which  follows : 

Maldherbes^  29  JanvUr»  1793^ 
Votre  lettrc  du   10  Janvier  m*eft  ar* 


i( 


ratioii  which  I  had  the  honour  to  fend  to  yon,  jou 
feem  to  defire  that  I  (hould  acquaint  you  with  the  ufc 
I  wifh  to  be  made  of  it.  Allow  me  to  leave  it  entirely 
to  your  intrepid  virtue,  and  be  perfuaded  that  I  (hall 
gratefully  approve  of  what  you  think  moft  proper. 

At  the  HKHnent  of  die  trial  of  him»  whom  with  pride 
and  tranfport  I  would  choofe  for  my  King,  I  fcnt  a  pro- 
pofal  to  the  French  Minifters,  who  arc  at  prcfent  in 
England,  that  we  fliould  immediately  fet  out  for  Paris, 
and  t4ke  our  ftand  by  the  fide  of  our  unfortunate  Eling. 

Th6y  thought  fuch  a  nicafure  would  be  prejudicial  to 
hi$  caujte,  and  thought  it  would  be  equally  fo,  to  write  a 
letter  figned  by  us  all,  demanding  a  fafe^-condu^l,  which 
{hould  enable  us  to  challenge  the  re(ponGbility  of  our 
refpedive  offices  at  the  bar  of  the  Convention.  I  was 
obliged  to  adopt  this  meafure  alone,  but  my  letter  was 
not  fo  much  as  read  in  the  Affembly ;  and  no  other  means 
remained  for  me  by  which  I  could  fatisfy  my  confdehce, 
but  the  declaration  on  which  you  are  pleafed  to  beftow 
fome  commendation.  It  is  to  you  and  your  refpedabk 
coUeagdes  that  every  praife  is  due.  M.  d'ArUay,  one 
of  my  friends,  who  lives  with  me  in  the  country, 
thinks  that  the  depofition  which  he  fends  may  be  of 
fervice  5  he  joins  me  in  exprefling  the  fame  fenti- 
onentfi. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
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riv^e,  Monfieur,  a  la  campagne  ou  je  fuis 

rctit6  depuls  revenement. 

•^  Vous  favcz  fiirement  que  la  declaration 
de  V03  featimens'  que  vous  m'avez  envoy^e 
manufcrite  a  ete  imprimee.  Je  ne  fais  pas 
fur  quelle  copie  a  ete  faite  cette  impreffion: 
je  n'y  ai  eu  aucune  part.  Le  feul  ufage 
que  j'ai  fait  de  yotre  lettre,  et  de  la  decla- 
ration qui  y  etait  jointe,  a  ete  de  lea  lire  a 
celui  que  cela  intereflait*  II  en  fut  touch6, 
et  meme  attendri :  il  me  recommanda  de  ne 
les  pas  publier  par  la  crainte  de  vous  com- 
promettre  J  car  il  a  eu,  fur  cela,  les  attentions  ' 
les  plus  fcrupulcufes  jiifqu'au  dernier  foupir. 
L'original  fut  remis  par  lui  k  un  de  mes  col- 
legues,  qui  ticfira  de  Tavoir  pour  le  relire  a 
tSte  repofee ;  et  il  m'a  aflur^  qu'il  n^eft  pas 
forti  de  fe3  mains. 

"  J*ai  Thonneur,  Monfieur,  de  vous  al^ 
furer  de  tout  mori  attachement. 

(Signe)         "  Malesherbes  V^* 

*  Your  letter  of  the  loth  of  January  I  received  in  the 
country,  where  I  have  been  ever  fincc  the  evfnt, 
.  voig.  «•        '  N  n  You 
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Le  Comte  dc  Lally-Tolendal  had  as  early 
as  the  fifth  of  November  addreffcd  a  letter  to 
the  Convention,  requcfting  to  be  permitted 
to  plead  the  caufe  of  the  King  at  their  bar, 
on  which  they  alfo  pafled  to  the  order  of  the 
day  :  and  hearing  afterwards  that  M.  Target 
had  declined  to  aflift  Monfieur  dc  Male- 
flierbes  in  that  honourable  tafk,  he  repeated 
his  requeft  to  the  Convention ;  but  before 
this  fecond  application  arrived,  the  aflb- 
ciates  of  Monfieur  de  Maleflierbes  were  al- 
ready appointed. 

Monfieur  de  Lally,  however,  while  he  had 
the  expcdation  that  his  offer  would  be  ac- 

You  know  undoubtedly  that  the  declaration  which 
you  fent  mc  in  manufcript  has  been  prhited.  I  am  ig- 
norant from  what  copy  this  has  been  done  5  I  had  n# 
hand  in  it.  The  only  ufe  I  made  of  your  letter,  and  of 
the  declaration  which  came  with  it,  was  to  read  them  to 
the  pcrfon  whom  they  moft  concerned.  He  was  very 
much  affefted  j  he  defircd  me  not  to  publifli  them,  left 
it  fliould  bring  you  to  trouble ;  for  on  that  head  he  ob- 
fervcd  the  moft  fcrupulous  attention  until  his  laft  mo- 
ment. The  original  was  delivered  by  him  to  one  of  my 
colleagues,  who  wiflicd  to  read  it  in  more  tranquillity. 
He  aflured  mc  that  it  never  was  out  of  his  poffcffion. 
I  have  the  honour,  &c.  rented. 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(    547    ) 

€epted,  had  prepared  a  very  eloquent  defence' 
bf  the  King  in  the  form  of  an  addrefs  to 
the  Convention^  which  he  publifhed  during 
the  procefs. 

M.  Cazales,  who  had  been  a  Member  of 
the  Cbhftitueht  Affembly,  wai  at  that  timfe 
in  Ldhddn.  "f  his  gentleman  Wrotfe  a  lettet 
to  Lewis  XVi.  reqiieftihg,  in  cife  he  fhould 
to  far  acknowledge  tke  jurifdifltion  of  the 
Convention  as  to  ihake  a  defence  before 
their  tribuns^,  that  he  would  choofe  him  for* 
his  .advocate.  M.  Cazales  urges  fome  par- 
ticular reafons  for  this  requeft,  that  feeni 
equally  juft  and  generbus. 

He  ^ddreffed  the  Prefident  of  the  Cbn^ 
vention,  that  he  might  be  allowed  a  fafe-con- 
c(u£t  to  enable  him  to  perform  the  honour^ 
able  talk  which  he  had  folicited,  and  was  in 
4iopes  of  obtaining  leave  to  execute;  adding, 
that  he  did  not  make  this  recjueft  in  the  ex- 
pedation  of  having  his  riam6  efFiced  froiri 
the  lift  of  emigrants,  fot  he  gloried  in  parti- 
N  n  a  cipatiog; 
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cipating  their  political  opinions  and  their 
misfortunes. 

M*  Cazales  encloTed  both  thefe  letters  in 
one  to  Petion,  the  Mayor  of  Paris ;  begging 
him,  after  he  had  read  them,  to  deliver  the 
one  to  the-  King  and  the  other  to  the  Pr^ 
lident  of  the  Convention,  and  requeiling  aa 
anfwer  as  foon  as  poffible  from  Petion. 

This  propofal  of  M.  Cazales  was  treated 
with  the  fame  neglefl:  with  the  Qthers.  The 
Convention  paffed  to  the  curder  of  the  day 
when  it  was  laid  before  them. 

It  will,  np  doubt,  be  thought  extraordi- 
nary that  the  Convention  fhould  have  made 
the  fmalleft  difficulty  in  admitting  any  body 
as  the  defender  of  the  King  who  was  agree- 
able to  him ;  but  what  is  much  more  e^rtra- 
ordinary,  and  muft  be  confidered  as  a  piece 
of  ftriking  inju (lice,  was,  to  intercept  papers 
intended  foi;  his  juftification  from^  reaching 
him,  or  thofe  who  were  charged  with  his  de- 
fence. Yet  this  injuftice,  ftriking  as  it  fecms, 
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was  certainly  excrcifed  towards  this  unfor- 
'tunate  Prince. 

M.  Bertrand  de  Moleville,  late  Minifter 
of  the  Marine,  was  obliged  to  conceal  him- 
felf,  and  afterwards  to  fly  to  England,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  decree  of  ac^ufation  iflued  on 
the  1 6th  of  Auguft  againft  all  the  late  Mi- 
niflers  *. 

Being  at  London  when  the  King's  pro- 
cefs  began,  and  in  pofleffion  of  fads  which, 
he  thought  might  be  of  ufe  for  his  juftifi- 
cation,  he  tranfmitted  them  with  the  proofs 
to  the  Minifter  of  Juftice,  requiring  that 
they  might  be  delivered  to  the  King. 

Afterwards,  under  cover  to  the  fame  Mi- 
nifter, he  addrefled  a  packet  of  papers  to  M. 

*  This  decree  was  inftantly  agreed  to,  on  reading  in 
the  Aflembly  the  note  mentioned  in  Vol.1,  page  27  8« 
M.  de  Bertrand  was  not  acquainted  either  with  M.  Bar^ 
nave  or  M.  Lameth;  he  knew  nothing  of  the  note, 
which  befidcs  was  in  itfelf  of  no  importance.  Yet  it  is 
evident,  from  wliat  has  fmce  happened,  that  he  has  had 
a  juft  notion  of  the  difpoGtion  of  thofe  he  had  to  deal 
vrith,  and  aftcd  very  wifely  in  taking  refuge  in  England. 

N  n  3  dc  Ma* 
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j3e  Malefberbes,  infcribed  Pieces  pour  la  Juf^ 
^jficaiion  de  Louis  XVL  and  he  wrote  at  the 
fame  time  to  M.  de  Maleflierbes,  informing 
him  of  the  t^o  parcels  which  had  bee^ 
fcnt. 

Nothing  can  be  conceived  more  facred 
than  this  depofit  in  the  hands  of  a  Minifier 
of  Juftice. 

One  of  the  abufes  complained  of  in  the 
ancient  government  was,  that  the  papers 
fcnt  to  prifoners  neceflary  for  their  defence, 
were  fpmctimes  intercepted,  and  not  deli- 
vered to  them  in  time;  the  Conftituent 
Aflembly  therefore  had  decreed,  that  accufed 
perfons  fhould  freely  receive  all  papers  or 
memorials  for  their  defence  within  the  fjpaqc 
of  twenty- four  hours. 

M.  de  Bertrand  muft  have  been  gready 
furprifed  and  fhocked  when  he  received  the 
following  letter  froip  M.  de  Malefherbes : 

Paris,  Ic  31  Oftobre,  .1792. 

\\  Le  Miniftre  de  la  Juftice  a  re^u  un  pa-; 

que^ 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(    551    ) 

quet  de  M.  de  Bertrand  pour  etre  remis  4 
Louis  XVI.  ct  tontenant  des  pieces' pour  la 
juftification, 

•*  Lc  Miniftre  n*ayant  point  de  commu- 
nication avec  le  prifonnier,  a  envoye  ce  pa- 
quet  a  la  Convention  Nationale. 

**  Le  meme  Miniftre  a  re9u  une  lettre  de- 
puls  du  meme  M.  Bertrand,  adreflee  a  moi| 
et  il  y  avoit  fur  Tadrefle,  Pieces  pour  la  Jufti- 
fication  de  Louis  XVL  Ces  mots  ont  fait^ 
pcnfer  au  Miniftre  qu'il  6toit  audi  oblige  de 
renvoyer  ce  paquet  devant  la  Convention 
Nationale.  C'eft  ce  que  ce  Miniftre  m'a  dit 
quand  j*ai  ete  le  r^clamer, 

"  J'ai  fu  que  ces  deyx  paquets  avQient  etQ 
renvoyes  par  la  Convention  a  un  qomite; 
j'ai  et^  ^  ce  comite  pour  rcclamer  au  noro 
d?  celui  dont  jfe  fuis  le  d^fenfeur,  le  paquet 
qui  eft  pour  lul,  et  en  mon  npm  celui  qui  eft 
pour  moi.  J'ai  vu  que  Us  paquets  avoient 
ete  ouverts :  il  y  avoit  dea  piece?  imprimces^ 
^t  dans  un  des  paquets,  qui  n'eft  pas  k  mien, 
^n  ^  de.% 
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dee  pieces  manufcrites  qu^on  ne  m'a  pas  lalflSf 
lire,  et  qu'on  m'a  dit  etre  des  aftes, 

♦*  On  m'a    remis  fans  difficulte  les  im* 

primes  que  j'avois  dcja ;   pour  les  manu* 

fcrits,  on  n*a  pas  voulu  me  les  remettrc  fan$ 

avoir   un    ordre    de    la    Convention    Na-» 

\tionale. 

**  Quelqu'un  du  comit^  a  ^te  k  la  Con^ 
vention,  les  pieces  a  la  main«  pour  demander 
Fordre.  II  eft  revenu,  et  m'a  dit  que  fur  fa 
demande  on  a  paffe  a  Tordre  du  jour.  Mais 
il  n'a  point  rapport^  les  pieces,  et  m'a  dit 
qu'il  les  avoit  laiflees  fur  le  bureau,  II  ne 
in*a  pas  paru  qu*il  ait  fait  conftater,  par 
liucun  ade,  que  ccs  pieces  qui  etoient  dan$ 
fon  depot  en  etoient  forties. 

^*  JVi  demande  a  ces  M.  M.  comment  jc 
pourrois  me  pourvoir  pour  avoir  ces  pieces. 
Tout  le  monde  s'eft  regarde,  et  perfonne  ne 
ma  rien  r^pondu.    " 

**  Voila  oil  nous  en  fommes.  Je  n*ai  pas 
f  ru  devoir  infifter  fur  cet  objet  aupres  de  la 

Convention, 
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Convention,  pendant  qu'elle  eft  occupie  a 
deliberer  fur  le  jugement  dc  Louis.    •    .      , 
(Signe)x        **  Malesherbes*.'' 

♦  The  Minifter  of  Juftice  received  a  packet  from  M. 
dcBertrand,  to  be  delivered  tg  tewij  XVI,  containipg 
papers  for  his  juflification. 

The  Minifter  having  no  communication  with  the  pifc 
foner,  fent  the  packet  to  the  Convention. 

The  fame  Minifter  ha  fince  received  a  letter  from 
M.  de  Bertrand  addrefled  to  /ne,  with  a  parcel  entitled 
Papers  for  the  Jujiification  of  LfHVis  XV L  Thefe  words 
made  the  Minifter  think  that  it  was  his  duty  to  deliver 
this  packet  alfo  to  the  Convention.  This  is  what  the 
Minifter  told  me  when  I  waited  o]>  him  to  demand  the 
papers. 

Being  informed  that  thofe  two  packets  had  been  tranf- 
mitted  by  the  Convention  to  a  Committee,  I  attended 
that  Committee  to  demand  in  the  name  of  him  whofe 
Counfel  I  am,  that  which  is  for  him,  and  in  my  own 
name  the  other  which  is  addrefled  to  me.  I  perceived 
that  both  packets  had  been  opened.  Some  6f  the  con- 
tents were  in  print ;  and  in  that  packet  which  was  not 
addrefled  to  me,  there  were  papers  in  manufcript,  which 
I  was  not  permitted  to  read,  and  which  they  told  me 
were  a£ls. 

They  gave  me  without  difiiculty  the  papers  which 
were  in  print,  and  which  I  had  already  :  as  for  the  ma- 
mifcripts,  they  did  not  choofe  to  give  me  them  without 
^  order  from  the  Convention. 

yV  Member  of  the  Committee  having  gone  to  the  Con- 
vention 
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The    language    of  this   letter  la  very* 
guarded ;  the  writer  has  not  allowed  thq 
fentiments  he  mud  have  felt  at  fuch  con- . 
du£t  to  appear ;  but  a  fimple  detail  of  the 
fads  is  fufficiently  expreflive. 

M-  de  Bertrand>  in  a  denunciation  tr^nP* 
jnittcd  from  London  to  the  Convention,  did 
l^ot  thiQk  the  fame  caution  neceflary;  bo 
appeals  in  tenns  of  juft  indignation  to  the 
refledion  of  the  Convention  on  fuch  a  fla- 
grant   breach  of    their   own  decrees,  and 

VQntion  with  the  papers  to  obtain  the  order,  retomed  and 
informed  me,  that  on  this  requeft  they  had  paffed  to  the 
order  of  the  day^  but  he  did  not  faring  back  the  papers, 
felling  mche  had  left  them  on  the  tabjc  of  the  Convention. 
It  does  not  appear  that  he  has  afce^tainodby  any  a6l  that 
thofe  papers  which  were  in  his  poileilion  were  taken  from 
}um. 

I  r^cjueftcd  of  the  Meinbers  of  the  Committee  to  kn 
fornx  me  by  wh^t  n^e^in.S  I  could  recover  thofe  papers^ 
They  all  looked  at  each  other,  but  none  of  them  made 
^ny  anfvjrcr. 

This^is  the  prefent  ftai^e  of  things.  I  thoitght  it  would 
not  be  prudent  to  infifl  on  this,  while  the  Convention 
were  deliberating  on  the  fcncence  to  be  proAOuoced  oa 
^f  \yis^. 

d^via^on^ 
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4tfvistK)a   from   every    rule  of  commoji 
iwjuity. 

The .  Minifter  of  Juftice  informed  the 
Convention,  on  the  14th  of  January  1793* 
that  he^  liad  received  this  denunciatipn  of 
M*  Bertrand;  that  he  underftood  it  wa8 
alfo  pubhflied  in  the  Courier  de  I'Europe, 
and  the  minute  placed  in  the  hands  of  thQ 
Lord  Mayor  of  Londop. 

One  member  obferved,  that  Bertrand  hav^ 
*  ing  emigrated,  was  dead  in  law — that  a  dead 
perfon  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  write  or 
fpeak«  Another  faid,  thai  if  the  Convention 
flxould  bellow  attention  on  what  appeared 
in  newfpapers,  they  muft  negled  the  bufi-  ' 
nefs  of  their  country ;  and  the  Minifter  of 
Juftice  declared,  that  he  did  not  think  it  be« 
came  him,  as  Minifter  of  the  Republic,  to 
correfpond  with  a  man  who  was  not  only 
an  emigrant,  but  under  a  decree  of  accufa^ 
tion :  and  Valaze,  who  was  of  the  Com^ 
pijttee,  faid  they  were  teafed  with  the  num-»f 
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ber  of  papers  fent  to  them ;  and  tHoii  gs  for 
the  manufcripts  which  Bertrand  mentionty 
he  knew  nothing  of  them,  if  they  were  not 
in  a  packet  which  the  Committee  had  not 
thought  it  worth  while  to  break  open. 

On  thi$  candid  and  ^tisfa^ory  ilate  of 
the  matter^  the  Convention  paHed  to  the  or« 
der  of  the  day;  by  which  means  the  Kings 
Counfel  were  precluded  from  the  know- 
ledge of  certain  fadte^  which  M,  de  Ber- 
trand thought  material  in  the  King's  de- ' 
fence  ;  which  feems  alfo  to  have  been  the 
opinion  of  thofc  who  fo  bafely  intercepted 
diem. 

The  day  preceding  that  on  which  the 
King  was  to  appear  with  his  Counfel  be* 
fore  the  Convention,  Santerre  informed 
them,  that  the  King,  as  he  believed,  might 
be  condu^i^d  in  fafety  to  and  from  the  A£* 
fembly,  provided  he  returned  while  there 
was  day-light ;  but  if  he  was  detained  till  it 
was  dark|  he  could  not  anfwer  for  what 

might 
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might  happen  J  fo  great  was  the  fury  of  the 
people  againft  him.  .  .     . 

When  thofe  who  exprefs  a  fear  that  the 
populace  will  deftroy  the  King,  are  the  very 
perfons  who  have  been  adive  in  exciting 
the  public  againft  him — it  may. naturally  be 
thought  that  the  fear  is  afFeded,  on  purpofe 
to  prevent  any  attempt  to  refcue  him^  rather 
than. to  prevent  his  being  deftroy ed. 

^he  hypocrify  that  has  been  difplayed, 
and  the  artifices  that  have  been  ufed  to  im- 
pofe  upon  the  people,  to  in^ame  their  minds 
againft  the  King,  and  ftifle  every  fentiment 
of  humanity  and  remorfe,  are  odious  and 
wicked  in  the  extreme. 

When  the  Deputies  went  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  26th  of  December  to  the  Con- 
vention, all  thofe  who  were  fufpefl:ed  to 
favour  the  King  were  infulted  by  the 
crowds,  who  befet  the  paflages  into  the 
Affembly-hall,  as  Rolandifts,  Briifotins  and 
Royalifts;  moft  of  the  Deputies  were  there 
5  by 
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had  pafled  the  evening  hefore  to  clear  thtf 
gallerleSf  and  not  to  admit  any  nntil  a  cer-* 
tain  hour  that  morning,  the  galleries  wcr'e 
found  full  of  people^  who  had  remained 
there  all  night  It  was  pretended  that  the 
guards  could  not  poflibly  put  the  decree  la 
execution. 

Manuel  moved,  that  the  galleries  fhould 
he  cleared  of  thofe  who  had  (hewn  fuch 
contempt  to  the  decree ;  and  that  another 
fet  of  citizens  fhould  be  admitted.     This 
propofal  met  with  loud  murmurs  and  hoot* 
ing,  from  thofe  who  were  in  pofFelfion  of 
the  tribunes,  fupported  by  all  the  faSion  of* 
the  Mountain,  who  exclaimed  for  the  order 
of  the  day.     Others  fupported  the  motion 
of  Manuel.     The  Prcfident  divided  the  At 
fembly^  whether  they  fhould  maintain  their 
own  decree^  or  yield  to  thofe  who  openly 
defpifed  it:  it  was  carried  to  pais  to  the  or- 
der of  the  day« 
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Here  the  influence  of  terror  ia  evident. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  King's  arrival^ 
one  pf  the  Commiffioners  who  had  been  on 
duty  at  the  Temple  prefented  a  parcel  of 
keys,  which  the  King  had  given  to  Clery, 
his  valet* 

The  Conimiffioner  obferved,  that  one  of 
thefe  keys  opened  the  iron  cheft  lately 
found  full  of  papers  in  the  Palace,  and  alfo 
opened  other  cabinets  belonging  to  the 
King;  and  that  of  courfe  he.muft  be  aC'* 
quainted  with  the  keys  and  papers  contained 
in  the  iron  che(L 

We  fee  men  every  day  who  are  led  into 
the  commiffion  of  crimes  by  the  influence 
of  their  pafllons,  although  they  have  the 
lame  idea  of  virtue  and  vice  with  thofe  who 
live  a  more  virtuous  life  ;  but  the  condud  of 
many  a^ors  in  this  Revolution,  particularly 
of  late,  tempts  us  to  believe  that  they  have 
different  ideas  of  the  plaineft  cafes  of  right 
and  wrong,  from  what  have  been  gene- 
rally entertained  by  mankind. 
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When  the  Council  of  the  Municipality 
met  on  the  25th  of  December,  to  decide  on 
the  manner  in  which  the  King  fhould  be 
cooduded  to  the  G>rivcntion,  Chaumety 
the  Procureur  Syndic,  faid,  that  as  the  King 
could  be  confidered  in  no  other  light  than 
as  a  condemned  criminal  foon  to  be  execu- 
ted,  it  would  be  diihonourable  for  the  Ma- 
giftrates  of  the  people  to  accompany  him  to 
the  Convention;  and  that  he  ought  there- 
fore to  be  conduced  by  the  military  only. 

This  was  declaring  that  the  trial  was  a 
toere  farce,  and  th^t  it  was  already  deter- 
mined to  put  the  King  to  death,  whatever 
proofs  might  be  brought  of  his  innocence, 
and  whatever  might  be  urged  in  his  de- 
fence. There  is  great  reafon  to  think  that 
this  was  really  the  cafe;  but  it  is  mod  ex- 
traordinary that  it  fhould  be  mentioned  as  a 
thing  quitq  reafonable  and  proper,  and  it  is 
ftill  more  extraordinary  that  it  was  rejeded 
by  only  a  very  fmall  majority,  who  at  lad 
decreed,  that  the  King  fhould  be  accompa* 
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tired  by  the  Mayor^  the  Prpcureur  Syndic, 
and  thirty  Municipal  Officers. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  his  Majefty, 
with  whom  his  Counfel  had  been  from  an 
early  hour,  left  the  Temple  a  little  before 
nine  in  the  Mayor's  coach,  and  was  con* 
dud^d  as  formerly  to  the  gate  of  theCapucins, 
rue  St.  Honore,4where  the  National  Guards 
formed  a  line,  through  which  he  walked  to 
the  Ghambre  des  Conferences,  where  he 
again  met  his  Counfel. 

Oeneral  Berruyer,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  all  the  military  of  the  department  of 
Paris,  with  all  the  Field  Officers  then  in  the 
capital,  who  were  not  otherwife  on  duty, 
accompanied  the  King  on  horfeback  frpm 
the  Temple  to  the  Aflembly  Hall.  Berru- 
yer informed  the  Prefident,  that  the  King 
was  arrived.  The  Prefident  defired  he  might 
be  conduced  to  the  bar  ;  which  was  done ' ; 
in  the  following  order :  Berruyer  and  San- 
tcrre  walked  firft,  the  Mayor  of  Paris  and 
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the  Procureur  after  them,  and  the  King 
with  Mcflrs*  Maleflicrbes,  Tronchet  and 
Seze  followed.  The  Prcfident  faid,  **  Lewis, 
the  Convention  has  decreed,  that  you  (hould 
be  ultimately  heard  this  day/' 

His  Majcfty  anfwered,  •*Monfieur  dc 
Sczc,  one  of  my  Counfcl,  will  read  my  de- 
fence/' 

M,  de  Seze  then  read  the  defence,  which 
entirely  refutes  fbme  of  the  charges,  fhews 
the  conftitutional  objedions  to  others,  and 
with  equal  candour  and  ingenuity  gives  a 
favourable  interpretation  to  all. 

During  the  defence,  M.  de  Seze  was  oh- 
Mgcd  to  ftop  two  or  three  times:  at  thofc 
intervals  the  King  was  obferved  to  fpeak 
to  one  or  other  of  his  Counfel,  which  he 
did  with  a  fmiling  countenance. 

When  the  defence  was  finifhcd,  he  arofe, 
and,  holding  a  paper  in  his  hand,  pro^ 
nounced  in  a  calm  ntanner,  and  with  a  firm 
voice,  what  foUqw^: — ^*  Citizens,  you  have 
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iieard  my  defence ;  I  now  fpeak  to  you  peiu 
jbaps  for  the  lad  time,  and  declare  that  my 
Counfel  have  aflerted  nothing  to  you  but 
the  truth;  my  confcience  reproaches  mt 
with  nothing ;  I  n6ver  was  afraid  of  having 
my  conduft  invcftigated;  but  lobferved  with 
great  uneafinefs^that  I  wasaccufcd  of  giving 
orders  for  (bedding  the  blood  of  the  peopleon 
the  loth  of  Auguft.  The  proofs  I  have  givea 
through  my  whole  life  of  a  contrary  difpo^ 
iltioni  I  hoped  would  have  faved  me  from 
fuch  an  imputation,  which  I  now  folemnly 
declare  is  entirely  groundlefs^**  The  Prefi- 
dent  ordered  the  keys  to  be  (hewn  to  the 
King,  and  afked  if  he  knew  thcm«  The 
King  anfwered,  ^*  that  he  remembered  to 
have  given  a  parcel  of  keys  to  Clery;  but 
it  was  fo  long  fince  he  had  made  ufe  of  them^ 
that  he  did  not  know  whether  thefe  were 
the  famci." 

The  Prefident  having  aflced,  *^  Wbcther 

he  wiflxed  to  fay  any  thing  farther/*  and 
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being  anfwcred  in  the  negative,  the  King 
withdrew  into  the  Chamber  of  Conferences. 
Obferving  that  M.  de  Seze  was  greatly  heat* 
ed,  he  exprefled  anxiety  about  his  healthy 
and  enquired  whether  he  could  not  find 
means  to  change  his  linen. 

On  the  way  from  the  Temple  to  the  AC- 
fcmbly,  fome  perfon  in  the  carriage  with  the 
King  made  mention  of  fome  of  the  Roman 
hiftorians,  which  gave  him  occafion  to  fay, 
that  he  preferred  Tacitus  to  Livy :  he  accu- 
fcd  the  latter  of  havmg  campofed  fpceches 
for  the  Generals,  which  certainly  had  never 
been  pronounced.  On  his  return  from  the 
Aflembly,  he  prefervcd  the  fame  ferenity. 
The  Procureur  had  his  hat  on^  which  had  not 
been  the  cafe  when  he  was  in  the  carriage 
\f  ith  the  King  the  firft  time  he  went  to  and 
from  the  Convention.  The  King  took  no- 
tice of  this  piece  of  rudenefs,  by  faying  W 
him,  **  You  had  forgot  your  hat  the  laft 
time   you    attended    me;  but   you  have 
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been  more  careful  of  your  health  on  this 
occafion." 

Obferving  that  the  Procureur  bowed  and 
waved  his  hand  with  a  look  of  familiarity  - 
to  fomc  perfons  in  the  ftreets,  the  King  (aid, 
**I  fuppofethefc  are  citizens  of  your  fediori  ?" 
The  Procureur  anfwered, "  I^o,  they  do  not 
belong  to  my  feclion ;  but  they  were  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Council  of  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  whpm  I  always  fee  with  pkafure^ 

The  Mayor  held  his  fnufF-box  in  his 
hand :  the  Secretary  of  the  Municipality 
looking  at  a  portrait  of  M.  Cbambon's  wife 
on  the  lid,  made  the  ufual  obfervation,  that 
the  original  was  handfomer  than  the  portrait. 
— The  King  alfo  defired  t;o  fee  it  j  which 
having  done,  he  faid,  that  Monf.  Chambon 
was  .happy  in  ppfleffing  a  woman  more 
beautiful  than  fuch  a  portrait. 

The  King  arrived  at  the  Temple  in  fafety, 

though  the  aies  of  the  rabble   were   more 

jjoify  and  frequent  than  on  the  former  day. 
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He  had  no  fooner  wididrawn  6rom  the 
Aflefnbly,  tbaq  Manuel  prppofed  that  the 
King^o  i^efence  fliould  be  printed,  and  fent 
to  the  eighty*  four  departments,  and  that  all 
difcuflion  concerning  it  (hould  be  adjourned 
for  three  days^ 

The  mention  of  jidjournrpent  excited  tl\c 
moft  noify  murmurs  from  fome  of  the 
members,  and  all  the  people  in  the  galleries. 
Puhem^  depvity  from  the  department  of  the 
North,  diftipguiflicd  himfelf  on  this  ocqifioi^ 
-rHe  cried,  tl^at  I^pwis  had  been  heard — 
-—that  there  was  no  pretext  for  farther  d^ 
lay — and  infilled  that  the  Convention  Ihould 
^nftantly  proceed,  by  the  nominal  appeal,  to 
pronounce  judgment. — '^he  murmurs  were 
converted  into  applaufe.  Lanjuinais  began 
to  fpeak : — "  The  time  is  paflcd,"  faid  h?, 
**  whea  hloodyrmjnded  men  could  force  the 
Affembly,  by  threats,  to  pronounce  degrading 
decrees;  do  they  expedtxhatweflialldifhonour 
puifelvcs  by  pronouncing  judgment,  with- 
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out  having  had  time  to  weigh  the  defence 
of  the  accufed  V  He  was  interrtipted  by 
clamours.  Some  called. out  to  fend  him  to 
the  Abbaye,  on  the  pretence  of  his  having 
infmuated  a  reflexion  againft  the  heroes 
of  the  loth  of  Auguft  :  it  was  with  infinite 
difficulty  that  he  was  allowed  to  explain. 
After  which)  Legendre  and  others  recom^ 
menced  their  outcries  for  pronouncing  judg-^ 
ment  before  they  (hould  feparate.  *'  Do  you 
intend  to  a£t  as  a  judge,  or  as  a  butcher  ^^ 
faid  Kerfaint  ? 

This  farcafm  was  applauded  by  many 
of  the  Deputies,  but  hooted  by  the  tri- 
bunes. 

f^afiron,  of  the  department  of  Paris,  al- 
ways a  very  zealous,  and  bften  a  very  cla« 
morons  Member,  attempted  to  fpeak ;  a 
4eaf  perfon  would  have  thought,  from  the 
violence  of  his  geftures,  and  his  gaping, 
(h^t  he  was  bellowing  very  loud  :  the  man 
0  0  4  was 
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was  fo  hoarf&with  a  cold,  that  he  could  noC 
be  heard,  which  increafed  the  anger  of  hia 
heart,  and  the  contortions  of  his  counte- 
nance, but'  entirely  fuppreffed  his  voice. — 
He  was  advifed,  by  thofe  who  were  afraid 
thitt  the  violence  of  his  efforts  would  throw 
him  into  convulfions,  to  put  his  opinion 
in  writing — which  he  did ;  and  it  was 
read  .  to  the  Affembly  by  the  Prefident. 
The  import  of  it  was,  that  they  ought  di» 
reftly  topafs  fentence  on.the  King,  of  whofc 
guilt,  this  temperate  judge  declared,  no  calm 
and  cr.qdid  man  could  have  any  doubt. 

Raffron's  opinion  was  loudly  approved  of 
by  the  galleries,  but  did  not  convince  the 
majority  of  the  deputies,  fome  of  whom 
"ventured  to  cxprefs  a  defire  of  ftill  more 
Vime  to  deliberate  on  the  defence  they  had 

juft  heard The  people  exclaimed  with 

horror  at  the  idea.  Some  deputies  moved, 
^ha^  they  ftiould  be  called  td  order,  which 
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reoderecl  them  more  difdrderly  thaa  ctw^ 
It  was  propofed  to  adjourn-fThSs  m^de' 
Duhem  outrageous ;  he  rufhed  into  the  mid*- 
die  of  the  hall,  followed  hya  numbet  of:  the 
members  of  the  fadion  of  the  Mountain, 
crying  *'  La  Mort  du  Tyran  !'*— aod  feem- 
ing  to  appeal  to  tlje  galleries — and  even  to 
threaten  Fermond  the  Prefident. 

Had  Lewis  XVI.  really  been  the 
bloody  tyrant  thcfe  men  affedted  to  call  him, 
ftill  this  behaviour  in  his  judges,  on  his  tErial, 
would  have  been  indecent  and  odious  ;  but 
to  (hgw  fuch  an  unrelenting  fpirit,  and  fuch 
fury  againft  a  Prince  of  fo  mild  a  chara6ter 
' — one  who  has  borne  hU  faculties  fo  meeb^t 
not  to  be  accounted  for  by  any  of  the  mo- 
tives which  ufually  influence  men,  whether 
virtuous  or  vicious.  Some  memberef  of  this 
National  -Convention  feem  as*  deaf  to  ihe 
voice  of  expediency  and  felf-iatereft  as  of 
Jjijmanity  and'juftice^  Inftead  of  any  ra-- 
3  tional 
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tfonal  principle,  they  appear  to  be  urged  on 
by  brutd  and  farious  inftind  to  the  death  of 
the  King,  like  blood*  hounds,  who  never  quit 
the  fceijt  till  they  have  drunk  the  blood  of 
their  prey. 

During  this  difgraceful  fcene,  Fermond 
calmly  kept  his  feat,  allowing  the  fury  of 
thofe  men  to  exhauft  itfelf :  at  length,  per* 
eeiving  that  Petion  was  inclined  to  fpeak, 
he  invited  him  to  afcend  the  tribune,  con^' 
ceiving,  from  the  ftrength  of  his  former  po- 
pularity, that  he  had  a  better  chance  of  be- 
ing heard  than  any  other  member  who  did 
not  belong  to  the  fadtion  of  the  Mountain : 
it  was  with  great  diflSculty,  however,  that  he 
was  allowed  to  fpeak. — ^He  endeavoured  to 
convince  them  of  the  indecency  of  proceeds 
ing  to  judgment  immediately,  and  before  the 
members  had  time  to  deliberate  on  the  de^ 
fence  which  they  had  juft  heard. 

When  it  appeared  ^^^  ^^  majority  of 
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the  Convention  were  not  to  be  driven  Into 
the  fliameful  meafure  of  giving  judgment 
diredlly^the  point  was  given  up;  and  it  was 
decreed  that  every  Member  had  a  right  to 
pronounce  his  opinion  on  the  whole  caufe 
from  the  tribune,  before  the  day  for  the 
nominal  appeal  was  fi^^ed* 

Whoever  has  attended  to  the  condudl  and 

fpirit  of  the  Jacobins  may  have  remarked^ 

th^t  however  popular  any  perfon  has  been 

among  them — however   greatly   he    inay 

have   diftlnguiflied    hlmfelf  by   promoting 

their  meafurcs  with  7.ez\  and  ability — if  he 

chances  to  be  feized  with  a  qualm  of  con- 

fcieqce  at  lail,   and  hefitates  to  a£l  with 

them  in  a  Tingle  inftance,  alF  his  paft  merit 

Is  forgotten,  and  he  is  execrated  by  the  fo^ 

fiety  as  a  determined  enemy* 

.   The  night  after  the  King^s  defeike  was 

madei  a  Member  of  the  Jacobins  gave  an  ao- 

count  in  that  fociety  of  what  had  paffed  at  the 

Convention — particularly  that  Manuel  had 

propofe4 
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propofed  to  adjourn  the  difcuflion  for  no 
Jefs  aperiod  than  three  days;  and  that  Pc- 
tion  had  fpoken  againft  pronouncing  judg- 
'  inent  without  feparating.  This  was  heard 
.with  horror  and  indignation  ^  it  was  im- 
mediately dejcreed,  that  Manuel  ih9uld  be 
expelled  from  the  fociety.  Petion  with 
difficulty  efcapcd  the  fame  fate,  which, 
)jo,wever,  was  poftponed  only  for  a  fliort 

,    ^or  feveral  days  after  the  defence,  the 
Uime     o£    the     Convention    was    moftly 
^ben  up  in  hearing  the  opinions  of  the 
.wemb^ps;  all  of  them  prefaced  their  dif- 
fourfes,  by  declaring  a  convidion  of  the 
Jiing'fijgiylt;  perhaps  they   thought   this 
jpEfceffary  to  fec^re  them  the  liberty  of  pro- 
ceeding.    They  differed  however  with  re- 
•fjp^ie^t-iio  the  penalty  he  had  incurred  j  many 
Jjciftg  of  opinion  that  juftic^  dnd  policy .  for- 
bade ^e  paipa.  of  dca^h  :  a|l  the  Rolandifts, 
:Bxlflbtias  H^d,  Giron4ift8  wcjec  of  t^s  num- 
!.l  ben 
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}ytT.  Danton's  and  Robefpietrfe'a  party  af- 
gued  for  immediate  death  ;  and  became  fo 
impatient  at  the  delay,  from  hearing  (6  ma- 
^ny  difcourfes,  that  they  repealed  the  de- 
cree that  had  pafled  a  few  days  before ;  and 
inftead  of  hearing  every  member  from  the 
tribune,  they  refolved  that  the  difcourfes 
fliould  be  printed,  and  laid  on  the  table  to  be 
read  by  thofe  who  chofe,  and  the  14th  of 
January  was  appointed  for  pronouncing  ul- 
timately. It  was  not  till  the  i  j'th,  however, 
that  the  firft  appeal  was* made,  owing 
to  the  long  and  waim  difcullions  which 
took. place  in  the  Convention  before  it  was 
determined  in  what  terms,  and  in  what  order 
the  queftions  fhould  be  ftated  on  which  the 
Convention  was  to  decide:  at  laft,  it  was 
decreed  that  the  following  queftions  fhouM 
be  put  to  alt  the  members,  and  decided  by 
the  nominal  appeal : 

I.  Is  Lewis  Capet,  late  King  of  France, 
guilty  of  a  confpiracy  againft  liberty,  and 

of 
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of  attempts  sgainft  the  general  fafety  of  tlie 
State  i  Yea,  or  No. 

a.  Shall  the  judgment  to  be  pronounced 
on  Lewifi,  be  fubmitted  to  the  ratificatioa 
of  the  people  in  the  Primary  AiTemblies  f 
Yes,  or  No» 

3*  What  puniihment  has  he  incurred? 

Thik  queftione  were  artfully  and  wick* 
edly  arranged  in  this  order,  to  render  the 
King's  condemnation  more  certain. 

Several  deputies  who  thought  the  appeal 
to  the  Primary  Aflemblies  a  wrong  meafure 
in  hfelf,  gave  their  rotes  againd  it,  in  the 
belief  that  the  King  would  not  be  con^^ 
demned  to  death— ^but  had  the  queftion  re* 
.^pe&ingthe  puni{hment  been  brought  on 
in  the  fccond  place,  they  would  have  feen 
that  the  appeal  to  the  people  was  the  otily 
raeans^  df  faving  the  life  of  the  King,  and 
would  then  have  voted  for  that  meafurei; 
althougli  in  general  they  did  not  i^>provf 
ofit- 
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This  accouats  for  the  length  and  Tiolenct 
of  th^  debates^  on  a  queftion  ^pareQtlj  of 
Xo  little  itnpbrtance  as  the  order  in  which 
the  propofitions  were  to  be  voted : — fat 
fome  of  thofe  who  wifbed  to  (ave  the  life 
of  the  King  faw  this  in  the  light  above 
dated,  and  ftrove  to  have  thequeftions  other* 
wife  arranged: — neither  party,  however, 
•avowed  the  real  reafon  of  their  zeal,  and 
the  malice  of  the  King's  enemies  prevailed. 

On  the  firft  queftion,  the  AlTembly  voted 
almoft  unanimoufly  in  the  affirmative.~- 
But  many  of  the  deputies  declared,  that  they 
gave  this  opinion  as  citizens  and  legiflators, 
but  not  as  judges;  becaufe  they  neither 
thought  themfelves  qualified  for  that  office, 
nor  aiithorifed  by  their  Cohftituents  to  a(^ 
fume  it. 

MoriiTon,  of  the  department  of  Vendue, 
refufed  to  vote :  he  faid,  **  he  would  give 
his  reafoos  if  the  Convention  exaded  it/' 
which  was  not  done:  a  vefy  few  othci« 
declined  voting ;  among  whom  was  Noel, 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(   57^    ) 

l>f  •  the  department  of  Vofges;  who  faicJ, 
•*  that  his  fon  hariog  beea  killed  on  the 
frontiers^  fighting  againft  the  enemy,  he 
tonfidcred  the  King  as  the  primary  caufe  of 
hia  fon's  death,  and  fek  fo  much  prejudice 
againft  Iiim,  that  he  Was  Unqualified  for  be- 
ing his  judge.*' 

"  Oflelin,  w?ho  had  been  oiie  of  the  Judges 
belonging  to  the  Tribunal  appointed  in  Au* 
guft,  gave  his  vote  in  the  affirmative,  and  at 
the  fame  time  ftated,  **  that  one  of  the  accu- 
fations  againft  the  King  is,  that  he  continu- 
ed to  pay  his  guards  after  they  were  redu- 
ced, although  many  of  them  had  emigrated; 
that  his  Counfel,  confcious  of  the  force  of 
this  accufation,  had  taken  great  pains  to  de- 
ftroy  it,  and  had  aflerted  that  the  King  had 
not  paid  the  guards  after  the  ift  of  January 
1792 ;  but  that  he  himfelfi  as  one  of  the  Ad- 
miniftrators  of  the  Commune  of  Paris,  had 
had  bufinefs  to  tranfad  with  M.  Laporte, 
and  that  Madame  Laporte  had  made  a  de- 
duction 
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dpflkloii  from  the  revenues  of  the  Civil  lift 
o(  i^tpo,ooa  livres  ia  the  moath  of  Juljr 
1792,  for  the  payment  of  the  guards,  then 
well  known  to  have  emigrated/' 

What  ftrefs  ought  to  be  laid  on  fuch  evi- 
djence  fo  given,  I  leave  to  lawyers  to  decide; 
but  common  juilice  might  have  di£bted  to' 
a  man,  who  thus  volunteered  himfelf  as  a 
witnefs,  that  he  ought  not  to  vote  as  a 
juJge. 

When  the  name  of  M.  Egalit^  was  called, 
it  was  imagined  that  he  alfo  would  have  de- 
clined voting  J  and  when  he  pronounced 
**  O1//V'  a  murmur  of  fiirprife  and  indig- 
nation was  heard. 

The  fccond  queftion  was  undoubtedly 
intended  as  a  means  of  faving  the  life  of  the 
King,  and  would  in  all  probability  have  had 
that  effed,  if  it  had  not  been  brought 
forward  until  the  fentence  of  death  was 
carried. 

The  meafure  of  referring  the  King's  fate 
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to  the  people  thetnfelves^  which  from  its 
nature  was  highly  popular,  had  been  ren- 
dered the  reverfe  by  the  unwearied .  exer- 
tions of  thofe  who  feared  that,  if  carried,  it 
would   fave  his  life. 

In  giving  their  votes  on  this  fecond  quef- 
tion  in  the  affirmative,  feveral  of  the  Depu- 
ties faid,  they  were  aware  of  the  danger  to 
which  they  expofed  themfelves ;  but  being 
convinced  that  their  conflituents  had  eleded 
them  as  legiflators,  and  not  as  judges ;  and  as 
it  was  repugnant  to  their  confciences  to  unite 
the  charaders  of  jury  and  accufers,  they 
would  run  every  rifk  rather  than  do  lU — 
One  Member  faid,  **  As  I  give  my  vote 
for  referring  this  matter  to  the  Primary  Af- 
femblies  of  the  people,  I  expe6t  the  worft, 
and  I  glory  in  being  of  the  number  of  thofe 
who  brave  the  danger.*'  Another,  **that 
in  pronouncing  the  fame  vote,  he  devoted 
himfelf  to  the  daggers  of  aflaffins." 

The 
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The  ipe^ch  that  Manuel  made  on  giving 
liis  vpt?  waft  remarkable* — *•  I  fee  here 
a  Leg^atiye  Aliembly,  but  pot  an  aflembly 
of  judges ;  for  judges  do  not  murmur  at  the 
opinions  of  their  brethreui  though  different 
from  their  own  :  they  do  not  openly  abufe 
and  calumniate  each  other  j  they  are  cold 
as  the  law  of  which  they  are  the  organs.  If 
the  Conventipn  had  been  a  tribunal  of  law^ 
a  near  relation  of  the  King,  who  has  not 
been  reftrained  either  by  a  fenfe  of  ihame 
or  by  his  confcience,  would  not  have  been 
permitted  to  vote  on  this  occafion/* 

The  Prefident  called  Manuel  to  order,  tell- 
ing him  to  avoid  perfonalities.  Manuel  then 
voted  for  the  appeal.  Raffiron,  Panis^  Le- 
gendre  and  Marat,  who  are  all  of  the  De^^ 
partment  of  Paris,  and  feem  of  congenial  dif^ 
pofxtions,  voted  againft  it. 

It  was  midnight  before  the  Appeal  was 

ended: — there  were  4  24  againft,  283  for  the 

reference  j    10  refufcd  to  vote.    The  Af- 
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fembly  adjourxwd  till  the  l^thijpdwfetpk 
m^t,;inicWeqtal  bufin.e^jpreyei^  t]|»>2ippel 
nonunal  from  Ijeing  begun  tiU.tbee5riming. 
Many  of  the  meqibers  pflrti|Ciri»r|l«^  tfaeir 
reafons  for  votilng  a^  they  <iid.  'The  cflrer 
moqy  lafted  thcpugh.  the  whole,  xn^.  The 
refuU  was  a  njajority  for  4eatb.  Three  h«cb- 
dr^d  aad  nineteen  voted  for  in^prUctfimtitf 
till  the  end  of  the  war,  attd  then  haniihment 
Had  all  who  votpd  for  death  with  reftridbn, 
that  the  featence  fliould  not  be  executed  till 
the  peace,  or  till  the  CJonftitution  wa«  framed 
and  accepted^  been  fubftrad^  from  the  ma- 
jority, it  would  have  been  diminifhed  to  a 
^  forplus  of  only  five  or  fix  votes. 

On  this  occafion,  M,  Egalite  voted  for 
death  without  refiridio^H  A  murmur  of  hor-. 
ror  was  heard.  One  .deputy  (larted  £ix)m 
his  featy  (Iruck  his  hands  together^  and  ex« 
claimed,  "  jih  lefceUrat  /**  others  repell- 
ed the  fame  expr${fion«  The  terms  in 
which  he  delivered  his  vote  are  ^remarkable : 

"Unique- 


"digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(    58^'    ) 

^  Umquetoint  occupy  dc  mon  devoir,  con- 
V3incu  que  tous  ceu*  qui  ont  attent^  ou  at- 
tentcronf  par  la  faite  &  la  fouvcrainet^  du 
peiiple;  ifierltenr  hi  moit,  je  vote  pbur  la 
ihorf*/* 

'^  fttvimtto  the  fcrtttiny,  and  aft^r  every 
member  Had  voted,  tfre  Prefident  informed 
tlie  CottvcAtion  that  he  had  received  a  letter 

'*  Influenced  by  do.  coniideratioa  but  that  of  per- 
forming my  duty,  convinced  tha^  all  who  have  con- 
fj^red,  or  (hsAl  lkereaAelrcbiiif>ire  againft  the  fovereignt]^ 
of  the  people,  deferve  death,  I  vote  for  death* 

I  have  it^frotn  good  authopty,  that  an  acquaintance 
of  M.  Egalite  underftanding  that  he  was  not  to  vote  on 
the  favbnrahle  fide,  advifed.lum  to  d^chi^,  that  6n  ^c^ 
count  of  the  ill  treatment-  which  he  imagined  he  had 
formerly  received  from  the  King,  there  would  be  an 
iidpropriety  in  kb  voting— that  this  would  be  conti-i: 
dcred-as  a  good  reafon  for  declining,  and  would  pre- 
clude the  indignation  which  muft  be  the  confequence 
of  his  vofing  againft  the'Kii^g.  £galite  promlfedelthef 
to  follow  thiff  plan  or  to  (lay  from  the  Convention  on 
the  day  of  the  ^ppel  nominal ;  but  having  the  day  be- 
fiwe  that  toot  place  been  waited  on  by  Robefpierre, 
Marat,  and  others  of  that  party,  tKey  urged  reafoils 
which  Jnade  him  z(k  as  he  did. 
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from  the  Spanifh  Nfinifter,  and'  pne  frem 
the  King's  Counfel.  There  was  a  cry  from 
the  Mountain  for  the  order  of  the  day. 
Caran-Coulon  faid,  that  the  King's  Counfel 
{hould  be  heard,  but  the  Spanifh  Minifter's 
letter  (hould  not  be  read.  **  How  !**  ex^ 
claimed  Dancon^  ^^  the  Spanifli  Court  have 
not  acknowledged  our  Republic,  and  they 
attempt  to  influo^c^  our  deliberations  !  If  all 
the  members  were  of  my  opinion,  we  (hould 
declare  war  againft  Spain  for  this  interfere 
cnce  alonct'^ 

Genfonnet  propofed  that  the  King^s  Coun« 
fel  (hould  be  heard  after  the  refult  of  the 
fcrutiny  was  known,  but  that  in  the  mean 
time  the  Convention  (hould  refufe  to  hear 
the  letter  of  the  Sp^nUh  Minifter,  and  pafs 
to  the  order  pf  the  day,  It  wa»  uoani- 
mpufly  agreed  not  to  hear  the  letter,  and 
llobefpierre  declaimed  alfo  againft  hearinj; 
thp  CounfeU  In  this  he  failed. 

Puchaftcl| 
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Ducliaftel,  Deputy  from  the  department 
of  Dcux-S^vres,  having  been  indifpofed, 
had  not  been  in  the  AfTembly  ivhen  his 
name  was  called  the  preceding  night.  He 
now  was  fupported  into  the  hall,  and  as  the 
fcrutiny  was  not  yet  clofed,  demanded  to 
give  his  vote.  It  was  fufpedled  that  he 
came  to  give  his  vote  on  the  merciful  tide  ; 
and  thofe  who  had  during  the  whole  pr6* 
cefs  thirfted  for  the  King's  blood,  and  were 
now  doubtful  how  the  fcrutiny  flood,  op* 
pofed  his  voting.  Valaze,  one  of  the  fecrc^ 
taries,  declaring  that  the  fcrutiny  was  not 
clofed)  Duchaflel  gave  his  vcnce  for  baniQi- 
ment«  A  fhameful  attempt  was  next  made^ 
on  a  frivolous  pretext,  to  erafe  hia  vote— 
this  was  not  permitted.  The  Prefident  ad* 
nounced  the  iifue  of  the  fcrutiny  as  above 
mentioned,  and  the  King's  Counfel  were  ad« 
mitted  to  the  bar. 

Defeat  f^d,  that  the  law  and  a  decree  of 
P  p  4  the 
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tbe  ConTention  havidg^iitruftdd  theift  with 
the  defence  of  Lewis,  they  came  whh  for* 
rowful  hearts  to  pfetform  their  laft  duty  to 
their  client  j  he  then  read  what  follows  from 
4  paper  figned  by  the  King :  *^  I  owe  td 
my  honour,  I  owe  to  my  family,  not  to  ac» 
knowledge  the  juftice  of  a  feutence  that  dei 
dares  me  guilty  of  a  crime  with  which  1 
cannot  reproach  myfelf.  I  therefore  appeal 
to  the  Nation  at  large  from  the  fentence  of 
ils-reprcfentatives;  and  I  empower  my  Coun^ 
.fH  by  thefe  prefents,  jtnd  exprefsly  chargt 
them  on  their  fidelity,  -  to  make  this  appeal 
known  to  the  National  Affembly,  and  to  re- 
quire diat  It  (hall  be  infertcd  into  the  mi- 
tiutes  of  their  fittings. 

(Sighed}       Louts.'* 

Each  of  the  Counfel  made  a  fhorf  arfdtefl 

to  the  Convention  :  Defeze  conjured  thent 

in  the  name  of  humanity  and  juflice,  to  tHi 

vifc,  or  leave  to  the  ratification  of  the  f6o- 
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pici  a  lertteftcfe  carried  by  a  pA^oAtf  dtohtf 
iiTC  vote*,  and  agiinft  whidk  flircc  hundrttd 
aiid  mtieteen  of  the  Aflembly  hid  deckted 
their  optnibite. 

iPrdnchet  rcprefentcd  that  many  of  tfcoft 
who  voted  for  death,  had  declared  that 
!hey  founded  their  opinion  on  the  penal 
code— ^yet  the  perial  code  requires  two  thhrdi 
of  the  voices  to  condemn  an  accufed  perfon. 
A  decree  of  the  Convention,  pafled  only 
that  morning,  had  pronounced  that  the  ma- 
jority of  a  fingle  voice  was  fufficient.  On 
that  decree  being  objeded  to,  they  had  Am- 
ply pafled  to  the  order  of  the  d^y;  but  m  a 
matter  of  fuch  immenfe  Importance,  the  ap^ 
pel  nortiinal  was  neceflary :  he  therefore  de- 
manded the  repeal  of  that  decree. 

M.    de  Malefherbes  faid,  that  he  had 

forfneriy  had  occafion  tt)  Hfie&  vntk  grcai 

aKention  on  the  important  queftion  of  how 

the  votes  ought  to  be  taken  m  criminal 

veafes; 
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cafes ;  but  that  npt  being  ia  the  babit  of 
ipealdng  extempcnre,  he  begged  in  the  moft 
carneft  and  affeding  manoei^  that  hemight 
be  allowed  till  the  next  day  to  arrange  the 
ideas  which  he  wifhed  to  fubrait  to  ihtir 
confideration. 

Robefpien^e  and  others  argued  on  (he  other 
fide  J  and  the  Convention  rejea;ed  the  appeal 
made  in  the  name  of  the  King,  pa^ed  to  th? 
order  of  the  day  on  the  requifition  of  Ajalei^ 
herbes^and  adjourned  till  next  day  the  debate 
on  the  delay  of  the  execution  of  the  fentence, 
which  was  difcufled  at  length  accordingly. 

Two  jemarkable  incidents  occurred  during 
this  ddbzie^  which Jihew  what  an  excels  of 
wanton  barbarity  and  perfevering  rancour 
fome  men  are  capable  of  upon  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  and  aSe£^ing  occafions.  Tallien^  with 
diabolical  irqny,  argued  for  the  King's  im^ 
mediate  execution,  on  what  he  called  m^^ 
tives  of  humanity,    **  He  knows/'  (aid  the 
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<wretcb,  ^^  that  he  h  condemned,  and  tktf 
a  relpite  is  demanded — to  keep  him  in  fuC- 
penfe  is  prolonging  his  agony^  Let  us,  ia 
tendemefs  for  his  fufierings^  (Jecree  his 
immediate  execution,  apd  put  him  out  of 
anguiih.'* 

Thisihocked  even  Danton,whoexprefled 
difapprobation  of  it* 

The  other  incident  occurred  when  Tho« 
mas  Pdne,  who  had  formerly  given  his 
opinion  againft  the  death  of  the  King,  a£* 
cended  the  tribune :  as  he  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  pronouncing  French,  one  of  the 
fecretaries  read  his  difcourfe  tranllated  from 
the  original  EnglHh*  -  His  reafoning.  agaiaft 
the  execution  of  the  fentence  probably  was 
thought  very  perfuafive,  fmce  thofe  who 
had  heard  the  difcourfes  of  Buzot,  Condor- 
cetand  Briflbt  to  the  fame  purport  without 
interruption,  broke  out  into  murmurs  while 
Paine's  opinion  was  reading ;  and  Marat  at 
length  lofing  all  patience,  exclaimed  that 
Paine  was  a  Quaker,  and  infinuated,  that 

his 
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hw  mind  being  cdtittaded  by  the  liarfow 
^nciples  of  his  n^lgiorl,  #iks  incapable  of 
the  HBetaiftytcqmCitt  for  condemAing  men 
to  death.    Thii  fhirewd  argument  not  being 
thought  eonvindng)  flicfSeeMCafy  eott^uetf 
to  read,  ^*  That  the  execution  of  the  fifti* 
tence,  inftead  of  sin  a^  of  }nlll^i  would 
appear  to  all  the  world,  and  paftkularfy  «3^ 
their  altks  the  Aifiericftn  Staler,  an  td  of 
vengeance ;  and  that  if  he  wete  Ak^ieittty 
.  aiaftcr  of  the  Fteinch  language,  ke  Wdidd,  in 
the  natte  of  hi^brethren  of  Amerte^  j^MfiSM 
a  petition  at  their  bar  agaiaft  the  execution 
of  the  fentcnce,^' 

Marat  and  his  aflbciates  cried,  that  thcfe 
^  cbuld  not  poltibiy  be  the'fentimettts  of  Tho- 
mas taine,  and  that  the  Affembly  were  Im* 
pofed  oh  by  a  falle  tfanflation. 

On  comparing  it  with  the  origi«a!,  hdW- 
ever,  it  was  found  juft. 

They  proceeded  to  the  fourth  appel  no- 
minal, which  wa^  terminated  at  midnight 
on  Saturday  the  19th  of  January  1793. 

The 
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■  Irjie.  T*tcia  w«rft  rijftriftcd  to  pronotmce 
A  fimple  y«9  or  oo,  Vith«t»t  ^y  i etfoniag ; 
aw;V»t^  for  li.t^pite.^thc  foet^c,  jSo. 
aguaft  it.  .     ,        ' 

:  It  QMy  ^0  th#og1iie,  (ram  the  refiilt  df  this 
qi^^^kxQ,  tte(  the  T^eoce  to,  the  Primary 
Affirmfa^ca  WMild  hav^  beeo  equally  rejeded, 
at  vhaA^fer  ^oie.^hat . pgropoial  had  been 
TjCHed ;  b^t^tihou^  |^  mqaembered,  that  it 
was  ftill  lefs  obnoxipug  tp.vote  for  r^rring 
thaf«a(ei)i^f  «iK|r4xtQth^|)eopIe»  than  to 
ypt€  fpr  a  recite  of  a  :f(^ence  adualljr 
pro4<Hmced. 

The  !gx$$ujdve  QDuacil  were  ordered  ta  ^ 
notify  this  to  the  King  the  day  following^  ' 
4iMi  that  the  execution  was  to  take  place 
within  twenty-four  hours  of  the  notification* 
It  was  decreed  at  the  fame  time,  that  be 
(hould  be  allowed  free  commuaicaUon  with 
hij  family,  and  to  have  any  eccleliaftic  hq 
pleafed  to  attend  him. 

The  Executive  Council,  of  which  Garaf 
the  Minifter  of  Jultice  was  Prefidcnt,  met 
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two  other  Members  of  the  Council,  and  the 
Secretary,  feC  out  fbr  the  Temple,  where 
they  arrived  at  two. 

Being  introduced  into  die  King's  apttt« 
mcnt,  Garat,  who  was  -greatly  agitated, 
(aid  with  a  fakering  T<Hce— **  Lewis,  the 
Executive  Council  b  ordered  to  nodfy  to 
you  the  decree  which  die  National  Con* 
mention  pafled  laft  night.'*  ^ 

The  Secretary  began  to  read  the  decree.. 
In  the  preamble,  the  King  is  charged  widi 
having  canfpired  agmnji  t be  general  frfety  <f 
*6f  Nation — He  was  (hocked  at  the  idea, 
and  repeated  the  expreffion  with  emotion. 
The  Secretary,  who  had  paufcd,  refumed,. 
and  the  King  heard  the  reft,  including  the 
ientence,  with  calmn^fs* 

WTxen  the  Secretary  had  finifhed,  the 
King  took  a  paper  from  his  pocket,  the  con- 
tents of  which  he  informed  them  of,  and 
defircd  the  Minifter  of  Juftice  to  prefent  it 
to  the  Executive  Council* 
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(jLarat  informed  ^lim,  that  the  Council 
could  not  decide  on -the  {uVjeGts  of  his  de« 
mands,  but  that  he  would  immediately  cany 
them  to  the  Convention',  who  had  ah:ead]r 
agreed  to  ibme  of  them. 

He  went'  accordingly,  and  read  to  the 
AflemUy  the  paper  which  th^  -King  had 
giiren  him. 

It.contatned  a  requeft  of  a  refpite  of  dire^ 
days,  that  he  might  prepare  himfelf  for'  ap« 
pearing  in  the  prefence  of  God :  and  for  that 
purpofe,  that  he  might  be  freely  vifited  by 
a  perfon,  whole  name  he  would  mention  to 
the  Commiffioners. 

That  he  might  be  freed  from,  their  in-. 
^pe£don  during  the  interval  allowed  him  to 
Kvc, 

That  he  might  have  free  communicatioa 
with  his  family. 

That    the    National  Convention   would* 

permit  his  family  to  withdraw  from  France 

to  any  otlier  country  they  fchofe.    Finally,  he 

recommended  to  the  generofity  of  the  nation 
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f  tnl4()^^  old  ffrvaotSt  ma&y  tf  whom  had 
QiPthif^g  to  Hvc  oa  but  the  p^&oaa  h£  ha4 
a^owed  tbeqju 

,  Wiuen  tl^,  Minifter  of  Juftice  rcturnad  to 
the  Temple,  he  informed  the  Kiqg>  that  the 
(ilOpv^t^oa  acqitieTc'ed  in  moil  of  his  de* 
Qui^de ;  he  ^ave  a  fstyovrable  lotierpetattou 
to  the  general  aafwer  which  had  been  given 
\fi  that  refpei^ing  the  lot  of  his  faray^r/hut 
ad^My  thjBft  tb<  dil^  was  r^ufiuk 
•*  AUoaa/:  foid  the  King,  «  U  faut  fc  foo. 

.  Th£»  is  fomething.infinilxly  harfli  and 
revolting  to  humanity  in.  the  refufal  of  this 
laft  requeft  ;  which  there  is  every  reafbn  to 
bdieve,  from  the  charafier  and  coododl  of 
the  King)  proceeded  from  the  pious  motive 
^yhich  he  afiigned— and  not,  as  his  enemies 
have  fuggefted,  from  a  weak  defire  d  pgco^ 
longiog  a  wretched  exiftence* 

Should  it  be  the  fate  of  any  of  diofe  nen 
who  reje<Sted  .this  requeft  of  the  upfQitHB^te' 

Moaarch, 
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Mouacch,  ever  to*  be  in  fimilar  circum- 

ftances,  as  (ticy  will  have,  more  need  of  it    ' 

than  he  had,  I  fmcerely  hope  that  they  will 

.be  allowed  biore  than  three  d^ys  to  prepare 

tjiemfelve^  for  eternity. 

« ■  When  the  Minifter  of  JnfUce  had  retired, 

the  King  gave  to  one  of  the  Gommi^ners 

a  letter  addr^led  to  I^r.  £dgeworth|  who 

was.the  peribn  He  wiihed  to>ttend  him  in 

« 
hia^Uft  moments* 

Mr«  Edgeworth's  &thpr  was  originally  i^ 

Proteftant  clei^yman  of  a  good  family  in 

laeUnd,  who  was  converted  to  the  Roman 

Cithdic  religion,  and  had  eftablUhed  him- 

felf  in  Fraace,  where  he  bred  his  fon  as  an  ec-^ 

defiaftic,  in  the  faith  which  he  hlmfelf  pre«' 

ferred.-~The  fon  recommended  himfelf  fo 

much  by  his  good  condud  and  excellent 

chara^Kr,  that  he  was  chofen  by  the  Prin« 

cefs  Elizabeth  as  her  CQnfeflbt^  by  which 

means  he' became  known  to,  and  h^hly 

eftqrmed  by,  the  King;  of  \ehich  he  ga^  the 

,  VOL.  II.  Qj[  .  ftrongcft 
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ftrongeft  proof,  by  fendia^  for  him  on  tbk 

awful  occafion.  * ' 

•  •  •    » 

The   King's   letter  was  carried   to   Mr.  • 
Edgeworth   l^y  three  foldicrs,  Tent  hf  the 
Council  of  the  Commune.     The  Qontents  cjF 
the  letter  were  requefting  hiii  attendance  ;• 
byt  if  he   found  himfelf,   from    apprehen^  * 
fion  of  the  confequenpe,  or  any  othef  oa^e»   * , 
averfe  to  come^  entreating  hlhi  to  find  inaAer 
prieft  who  had  not  the  fame  relu£btfice«  # 

Mr.  Edgeworth  informed  the  foJi^rs, 
that  he  would  attend  them  dife&Iy  to 
|he  Temple.  His  motl^er  and  iifler  Wer^ 
then  at  a  fnU^ll' di!lance'£ront  Paris;  he 
deliced  Madaifxi  d'Argouge^  a  relation 
vith  whott^  he  lived  when  in  town,  not  V> 
lofotm  tliem.of  what  had  iiaj^ened,  beea:ilfe 
he  ^w  that  Idly  herfelf  grettly  iJarnedj  and 
feared  that  {he  might  conmiimici^ts  her^iff^  . 
prehenfions  to  them. 

.   Mr.  Edgeworth  was  condtffl:td  fiiil  bfr* 

fore  the  Council  in  the  Temple,  und  thes  to 

'         \  .  .     ^  -  the 
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•  the  King.    On^  Ms  being  introduced,   ke  | 
K    inftanlly  &cwed  fudi  marks  of  refpe'd  and 

ie^fibiltty  ii  ^&Stid  the  unfortunate' Prince 

•fo  muchy  that  he  burft  info  tears,  and  was 

for  fome  itiomeAts  unable  to**fpeik:  at  lengtli 

'  lie  'Ikid — ^  Excufe  me,  Mr.  Edgewprth,  I 

•  •  • 

hzve  &Qt  beeti  iccuftoaoted  of  lafe  to  the  cooi'^* 
pany  of  men  Uke  you.'' 

•  After  pafling  f^ihe  thne  whh  his  cdhfeifor;* 

•  the  King  thought  be  had  acquired  fuffident  • 
fortitude  to  bear  an  interViev^  with  hts  fa-  , 
mily/    The  Queen,  Princcfs  Elizabeth,  whh 
iJbe  Pj^ce  and  PAncefe  Royal,  w§re  con- 
dii&ed  to  fais  apartment.*  They  contin^Lied 
near  thfee  hours  togfether — No  tragjic  potf 
has  imagined  a  fcene  more  afieding  thanr^  * 
what  was  realised  at  this  interview— The 

a£tors,*  lo  lately  placed  in  the  moft  brHlians 

ft 

fituatioathattheworld  can  give — ^burledTrom 
the  fummit  af  human  fpleodor  to  the  depth 
of  human  miliery^  A  filler,  children^and  a 
iwife,  in  a.  prifon,  taking  their  laft  IcAve  of  » 

•  ,  Qja*  brother. 
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brother!  father,  Und  hufband»  rendered  mom 

*  dear  thaA  ever  by  hk*  paft  fufieriogiy  their 
common  calamity,  andnhe  dteadful  fitfc 
awaiting  hin)  th€>  following  d^« 

-  The  King*  though  affeAed  at  different 

times  beyond  the  f)ower  of  expreilioo^  te- 

•  •  • 

tained  his  reioUedlion  to  th(  kft*  .  Whea 

they  were  to  foparate^the  Princefs  Elizabedi 

*mentioftad  their  bope^  of  feeing  him^  again 

•  m  the  morning.    He  allowed  her  to  exped: 
.  it.    The  Qiven  could  Men  to  ntf  words  ci 

cotnfoit*  No  confideration  eould  prevent 
her  froa\  pouring  forth  her  indigoatioii  in 
the  moft  violent  e^qpreffions  againft  the  ene*- 
^  mies  oC  her  hufband. '  In  th^  bittemefs  of 
'  Tier  foul  flie  beat*  her  breaft  and  tore  her 
hair;  and  her  fcreams  were  heard  at  in- 
tervals,  all  that  night  of^  agony  and  hor- 
ror* 

After  his  family  had  \vithdrawn,  the  King 

remained  for  fomc  time  with  his^yes  fixed 

•n  the  ground  without  fpeaking ;  then  with* 

•     -  -. '  a  pro- 
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•  firofopd  figh  he  pronotincfd'— -^*Ce  mo* 
in«nt  etoit  tcrriUc."     =  .      t  •      ' 

I  have  it  irom  thfe  beft  authority,  that  after', 
his  family  were  withdrawn,  tl^  roifery  of 
his*  own  fate^  not  engrofshis  nfind  fo  cn-^ 
tircly  as  ta  exclude  all  fdljcitude  for  the  fate 
of  others;  he  eAqmrcd  in  a  moft  affodibnatc 
manner  of  Mr*  Edgeworth  for  feveral  whom' 
he  confidered  as  his  fiiends,  and  particularly 
for  the^etclefiafties,  who  had  been  perfecuted 
Vflth  tfie  greateft  cruelty;  and  cxprefled  fatiA 
fadlidn  at  hearing  -that  many  of  them*  \^d 
efcaped  to  England,  \\[here  th^  were  re- 
oeived  with'kindnefs  and  hofpitality. 

Mr.  £dgeworth.prevailed  on  him  to  go  to 
bed  for  four  hours. 

He  rofe'at  five ;  and  exprcffiiig  an  incU- 
nation  to  hear  mafs,  Mr,  Edgeworth  in-  - 
formed  the  Codncil  who  were  fitting  in  the  , 
Temple  of  the  King's  requeft.  -  Some  diffi- 
culties were  made,  which  Mr.  Edgeworth  re- 
moved, laying  that,  the  ufiwl  ornaments  timT 
;    .  •  Qjl  3  :  ^^ 
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to 

lU  . that* was  nqftifite  for  the  ccreraony 
cpold  be,  procured  from  a  neighbouring 
church. 

Mr.  Ec^efrorth  ihewiog  great  fc^citude 
that  the  King  fliould  be  gratified,  one  of  the 
Comml0ioner8  faid^'he  had  beaifUof  people 
^ho  had  b^een  poifened  taking  the  iacra^ 
xpcnt. 

To  thi«  horrid  xnfinuation  Mr.  Edge* 
Worth  ma^  no  other  reply,  than  by' calmly 
remiDdms  him  that  the  G^mmittce  wer9 
to  profture  the  hoft, 

Wb^  was  neceflajy  was  provided*  Mr, 
Edge  worth  faid  mals,  and  admihiftered  the 
facrajnrtt-to  the  King;  and  then  men- 
tioned  that' his  family  expeded  to^feelum^ 
before;  he  left  the  Temple,  'flic  King, 
•  feaiing  that  he  had  not  fufficient  firmnefii  for 
a  fecond  interview,  wiflied  toTpare  them  die 
•  agony  of  -fu6h  a  fcenc,  and  therefore  de- 
clined it. 

'  A^haIf^an  hour  afier  eight  Santer^e.  came 
'7  '  and 
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•  and  informed  Kim  that  he  had  received  or-* ' 
•    ders  to  conduct  bim*  to  the  pfece  of  "exe- 
cution.   ^  After  paffing  three  minutes  in  pri- 
Vate  with  his  Goufeflbr,  ha  came  to  the 
out&r  roony'whcre  Sahterre  had  remained, 

■    ^nd  a3dre!fing«him,.faid,   *' Marchons,  je 

•  fuis  pret;/*     In  defcerMirig  to  the  court,  he 
.    begged  the  'Commiflioners  to  recommenH 

certain  pcrfons  who  were  in  his  fervice  to 

•  the. Commune;   after  which,  not  imagine 
tng  that  Mr.  Edge  worth  intended   to  ac- 
company  him  any  further,    he  jvfts   bid*- 
ding  him  adieft.     But  the  other  faid,  his' 
attendancp  was  not  over.      *^  What,"  faid* 

•  the  King,  "  do^you  intend  to  adhere  to  me 
iimr*"**  Yes,**  replied  the  Confeflor,  "  td 

.  tjlc  laa.'* 

The  King  walked  through'  the  Court 
with  a  firm  ftep,  and  entered  the  MayorV 
coach,  followed  by  Mr.  Edgeworth,  a  Mu-. 
nicipal  Officer,  and  two  Officers  of  the  Na- 
tionaTGuardst 

Q^q  4  The 
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iW'Ktag  seated  the  prayers  for  peHbos 
in  the  agonies  of  deadi  during  the  cW-  . 
veyance  from  the  Temple  to  the  Pl%Ge 
de  lat  Revelation,  formerly*  the  Pkce  dt 
Loiiis  XV.  .    '     *  * 

When  the  carriage  flopped  at  the  feaffiUdi 
the  King  faid — '^  NcJus  void  done  arrive,'* 
He  pulled  off  his  cbat,  unbuttoned  the^ieck  , 
of  his  fhirty  afcended  the  fcafFold  with  f^fiSkr 
dinefsy  and  furveyed  for  a  few  momenta  the 
immenfe  multitude;  then  approacbiag'the 
edge^  as  there  was  a  good  deal  of  nciife,  he 
.  made  a  motion  with  his  Wnd  for  filence, 
•, which  inilantly  took  place *-^thea  fpeaking 

*  It  has  been  faid  that  the  ferenity  which  the  King' 
ihewed  at  hi^  death,  did  not-  proceed  whollf  4rom  the 
fupport  he  derived  from  religioni  bu^  wa»  partly  owii^ 

.  to  the  hbpc  he  entertained  to  the  laft,  even  when  on  Ac 
fcafibldf  that  hU  life  wouldibe  j|^ed  by  the  pe^e,  and 
that  his  ConfeiTor  encouraged  hiAi  in  this  hope* 

Nothing  can  be  more  improbable  than  this  (lory.  Had 
the  King  entertained  any  fuch  hope,  it  mail  (Ull  have 

<4>een  intermingled  with  fear ;  and  fuch  a  (late  of  miod, 
inftead  of  calmnefsj  was  more  likely  to  produce  agita^ 

lion. 

The 
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«tlh  a  raifed  vcace,  he  Md—4*  Franeai»,*j'e 
nwftrs  innocent*    Je  pardoone  a  tous  mes 

**  el^lemi»,  ec  je  fouh^te  que  la  France——'^ 

.  Santttre,  vbo  was  on  horfeback  near  the 

icaffold^  made  a  fignU  for  the  drtiow  to  beat, 

^and  for  the  executioners  to  perfom^  th^ 

ofiicei     The  King's  voice  was  drowned  in 

«  the  lioife  of  the  drums««  ^ 

Three  executioners  then  approached  |o 
feizeliim:  at  the  fight  of  a  cord,  wkh  which 

"    one  of  them  attempted  to  de  his  arms,  the 

'     King  {or  the  tirft  time  (hewed  figns  <£  in* 
^dignation,  and  as  if  he  was  g&ing  to  refift.  . 
Mr.  £dgeworth'put«h)m  in  mind  that  the 
*$aviour  of  Mankind  had  allowed  his  arms  to 

,  *nie  •whole  of- his  behayiour  (hews  a»  manly  <md 
chriftian  refignatimi  to  a  fate  whicl^  he  thought  inevi- 

*  tableland  proves « that .lys-hope^ were  removed  from 
eirth  to  heaven.  .  ' .  ,  v 

*  The  chara^er  of  Mr.  Edgcworth  precludes  him  from 
thefufpicion  of  having  encouraged  a  hope  which  would 
have  difturbcd  that  turp  of  mind  which  k  was  his  du^ 

,   to  promote  and  cherifli  it  the  King. 

•     .-.  be 
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bVlxcd :  he  •no  fooncr  pronounced  tfiis^ 
tban  the  King^  because  paffire  a«  a  la^b* 
The  executioners  laid  hold  x>f  ijm^  anH 
placed  him  on  the  guillotine>  Thfc  pftn- 
fcflbr  tljtfi  Reeling  with  his  face'  near  to 
thait  of  the  King^  pronounced  aloud*— *i  Ea-. 
fant  de  Saint  LouiJ,  montez-iau  ciej/' — ^The 
blow  was  givf  n — Mr.  Edgeworth's  face  ^ai  ■ 
Iprinklcd  with  the  Icing's  blood.  The  cx^* 
'  cutionerValked  round  the  fcaffold|  holding 
tip  the  head  tp  be  facn  by  the  peo{)li^.  A 
few,  who  had  probably  been  hired  for  the 
purpofe,  cried — ^  Yive  la  Nationi  Vive  li- 
Republique  !*'        .    -  "       'V  . 

Thus  did  the  Freqch  Nation,  who  had 

.endured  the  cruelties   of  Lewis  the^lije- 

*  *  *  *. 

venth,  ike  treiichery  of  Charies  the  Ninth, 

and    the    tyranny   of  •Lewis    the    Fouf- 

tecath,    condemn'  and    execute*   for    the 
•  •  • 

pretended  crimes  of  cruelty,  tre'achcry,  and 
tyranny,  the  mildeft,  iijdft  juft,  and  kaft 

^    tyrannical 
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(   6a3    )• • 

1 

tjrmnmcal  Vtinot  tbtt  eter  fa(  on  tllMi 

• 
•              • 

throne..             •                                     , 

• 

*  Let  m.confider  the  eonduft  dT  the  Con^* 
Tentipn  with  i^ard  to  the  King,  and  decide 
whether* it  can  be  i^conciled  to  gopd  iieafe, 
juftice^  or  humanity.    * 

When  the  Deputies  ftft  met  and  formed 
a  National  ConvbntioB,  they  .knew  that  a 
mod  extraordinaiy  even^had  happened;  that 
the  palace  of  tHeir  King  had  been  attacked; 
that  jfRany  citizens  had  been  Jcilled,  and  aU 
mod  all'  his  guards  flaughtered  ;  th^t  the 
King  hiqaf^^lf  with  all  liis  family  had  been 
thrown  into  pritfon,  where  they  ftill  remain- 
ed; and  that  their  duty,  as  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  nation,  was  .to  inveiligate  the  caufes. 
of  this  extraordinagr  even^*andto  puniih 
the  guilty. 

The  Ojnvcntion  were  informed  by  t^ofe 
who  had  planned  and  diredled  the  attack  on 
the  palace,  *•  That  thecitizens  had'becn  wan- 
tonly  fired  oti  by  the,  guards,  in,  c6nfequencc* 

•         .         -of 
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cf  order»  frptn  the  Kjat^i  tlutt.the  King 
betray  log  the  countiy  to  at>  invadiiig  Bmfi 
ivith  the  leaders  <£  which  he  was  io  eorce* 
fpondenc^;  and  that  unlefs  he  bad  beea  at- 
tacked and  imprifoned,  the  xurtiou  w6uI4 
have  been  enflaved/'*  * 

Having  fieard  tbis  accufatloif,  it  was  na- 
tuial  to  have  imagined  that  the  Coaventv)n 
vrould,  in  Q^e  next  place,  have  wUhed  to 
know  the  King's  account  jo£  thefe  tranlac- 
tions,  that  they  might  be  the  better  ^le  ta 
judge  which  accdunt  was  the  moft*prob^IC| 
4nd  the  beft  fupported  by  known  and  ift» 
controvertible  fa^iSt 

One  hGt  they  nfuft  have  known,  oamely, 
that  when  the  King  had  rcafon  to  befieve 
that  his  palace-was  to  be  attacked,  he  fentfbr 
the  Mayor  of  Paris  and  other  Civil  Officers 
to  be  near  his  perfon^  and  to  be  witncfies 
of  his  cpndu^,    .  * 

From  this  it  was  to  be  prefuihed,  that  the 
.  Kingwiihed  to  avoid  force,  and  if  he  ihould 

be 
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be  drmA  to  the  neceffify  of  ufiog  its  (htt  it 
iBbuld  be  unaer  tlie  dirft^oa  fjf  thc»  Civil 
MftgiibatCi     * 

The  tk)ntcittidn  might  have  recolleded^ 
tlia(  although  cme  of  the  many  evils  wbiclr 

m 

Sre  itihpttRt  in  a  d^potic  government,  be,, 
.  that  there  is  no  door  to  freedom  but  throi^h 
iaforre^Hon;  yet  the  moderate  and  eqi(i« 
table  charaAer  of  Lewis  X  VL  had  early  in-- 
clined  him  to  fuch  alterations  in  theoldfyf- 
tthS,  as  would  gradually  have  imited  the 

« {prerogatives  of  limited  monarchy  with  the 
rights  of  fi^ce  mcn^ 

Such  cohfiderations^  with  a  modemte  fhare 
oTcandour  ai^ji^atitude,  one  wpuld  imagine, 
would  have  made  them  iufpend  their  .belief 
in  the  full  extent  of  the  crimes  imputed  to  the 
King;  and  at  all  events  have  prevented  their 
giving  a  deciflon  injurious  to  him,  tiH  he 
was  heard,  and  till  as  man^  of  their  brother 

^  Deputies  a6  were  expe&ed  had  arrived.     In-> 
ftead  of  this,  they  thought  prq)er,  oir  the 

very- 
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*  •  vefy  frft  day  <rf  thtlr.meflttifg,  trhtti  iifle' 

albo¥e.lialf  /^  theif  number  bad  znijeA^ 

without  heariog\he  Kingy  to  pronottftoe  the 

fevereft   fentence  h^tift  hifit  which  they 

had  a  right  by  th<  Conftitutioft  to  harre  dqpe^ 

•  «veiiifaM  o!*  wliich  he  was  aoeu^d  hieuf 

been  clearly  proved  *. 

•  They  ntxt  proceed  with  more  delibera^ 

tipn,  to  detemxine  whether  the  ILing  imay 

DOtftUrbe  tried  for  his  life* 

'  The  in^ofaibility  with  Wikh  the  Confti-^ 

,  *  totion  had  invifted  the  monarch,  was,  in  the  . 
ft  • 

minds  of  many  of  the  DepQties,  tm  iofur* ; 
mcuntaUe-objedion  to  tins  meafure.. 

Ittnight  h^ve  been  ipiagin^  that  if  tfie- 
tecoQAiA  which  this  invtolqbility  was  exprefl^ 
ed '  by  the  ConiHtution  had  beoi  ob&urs 
aod  fomewhat' dubious,  flill  it  wtmld  hwe 
b$en  4)ecombg  in  the  legiflators  df  a  gftat^ 

nation  tp  haVe  eacplaincd  thetn-inthe  itofr 

•  -  ... 

: .  •  •  •  ♦  Abditioa  of  Ri^ya&f. 

.  ,  r  favourable 
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Sutomii^  ko£t  for  th^r  tmforttniite  mo* 

•  *        •  * 

Batch:  ther^  wa»  no  it>oiB,  howevefy/er  * 

thUbriDxercifiog  thcic  gene^d^Qr  in  diusjnaa^ 

Iter ;  for  th«  Carm8  arc  ^a  cleaif  astai^;ui^       ^        «• 

•  t        *         • 

GMtmake  them.    .  «       '  • 

This^^ad  no  ^kd:  on  i  ms^ority  ai  ^tb^ 

X>eput]«^  ^^  declared,  that  they  ^oftfidesed  *  . 

•  •  •       .  •  *  • 

the  inviolability  as  a  mere  chimera,  whicb 

ought  not  to  be  j-egarded.  • 

The  Wftfoning  by  which  tney  ibppojted 
this  pn^ofitioa  vnW  appear  extraordinary. 
^  The  Conftittttion/'  fay  they, ''  couW  only 
reader  thfe  King  mvk)Iid)le  wfaUe  he  Wasr      •  ••       • 
Ktng,  but  it  can  have  na  fuch  e(r<^  now.  • 

thkt  Royalty  ia  abotiflitd  ;  and  th^efoEe.we  ^ 

mays  now  with  prapiiiety  try  him  as  a  pri* 

vate  citizen**'  *  •       ^  1 

*  >        •  •        .  •     '  ,  *       t 

•  Atcordiog  to  die  ii^litary^law  and  cuftoiti  *      *     • « . 

of.  fbms.  -coiiatrie^.  an  officer  of  the  army 

may  be  condemned  to  lofe  his  commtiEkftv 

*       ^      * 

and  to  ferve  in  the  rank«  for  certam  crime^  * 

>    for  which  a  common  foldier  would  be  con-  • 

.  •  .  •  demoed  .  *     ' 
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demned  to  undergo  a  corpora  puftifixment; 
— ^ut  Qothmg  fo  ucljuft  was  evef  thought  ofi  • 
as  firft  to  mak«  ^e  officer  fuffer  the  piiiiMw 
mcnt  appointed  by  the  military  code  for  his 
wime  as  an  officer,  an^  afterwards,  on  At 
preiepce  of  his  being  a  common  foldier,  to  * 

wua..  f.co»d  pudih«„t  f*  *,te 

cnme*   . 

Other  Deputies  reafon  in  this  manner: 
The  iaviolability  is  very  good  in  ordi* 
nary  cafes,  but  it  b  of  no  ufe  in  the  prefentt 
The  people  are  fovereign,  independent  of 
die  Conftifution,  and  cannot  be 'bound  hy 
any  law  made  bf  the  Conffitution^-^LouiB 
XVL  n'^it  Roi  que  par  la  Gpnftitudod: 
La  Nation  etoit  Souverain  fans  Conftitiftioa 
ct  fans  |loi  *•  . 

♦    Thus  that  me^hyfkal  monardi,  Ic  Pcu*  . 
|de  Souverain^  is  conjiu'ed  up^  on  conTeni* 
ent  occafion^,  to  anfwer  for  every  kind  of 

•  Rap.  deMaflhc,  7  Nor.  179a.* 

injuftiee 
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injiiftice  and  crudty: — he  was  at  one  '' 
time  declared  to  be  the  author  of  thcm;Ca- 
creff^of  the  prifoners,  on  pujpofe  to  fcreen 
the  real  muiderers;  and  in  this  inftance 
he  is  brought  forward  to  annihilate  the  m«ft 
iblemn  and  facredof  all  dbligations.  ^  « 

The  Committee  who  formed  the  Decree 
of^  Accufation  againft  the  King,  feem  to 
have  been  very,  much  perplexed,  on  account, 
of  the  fcrce  and  precifion  in  which  his  in- 
violabilitj  is  declared  by  the  Conftitution. 
Mailhe,  who  prefented  it  in  their  name  to 
the-  Convention,  after  repeating  this  em  * 
barraffing  article,  fays,  with  fome  degree  of 
paflion,  *'  Cela  veut-ll  dire  que  le  Roi,  tant 
qu*il  feroit  aflez  adroit  pour  eluder  les  cas  dc 

la  decheance,  pourroit  impunement  s  aban* 
donner  aux  paflion^  les  p\ius  f^roces,  et  le* 
roit-il  quittepour  la  perte  d'un  fceptre  qui 
lui  etoit  odicux,  parcc  qu'il  n'etoit  pas  de 
ferr  ■        .        ' 

Without  taking  notice  of  the  falfc  and 

.    VDt.  II.  Rr  *    childilb 
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childini  exaggeraiibns  which  hU  <iueftioQ  kH 
finuates,  Mailhe  may  be  anfvrered,  that  if 
the  King  had  the  addrefs  to  elude  all  the 
cafes  to  which  the  Conditution  has  affixed 
tlve  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  crown,  he  cer-i 
tainly  ought  not  to  forfeit  it — and  if  M^hc 
himfelf  were  on  his  trial  for  murder  or  rob* 
bery,  and  it  clearly  appeared,  that  the  acca* 
fation  was  falfe,  or,  to  ufe  Mailhe^s  txipu£* 
fion,  that  he  had  had  the  addrefs  to  elude 
thofe  crimes,  I  confefs  I  fhould  be  for  ac* 
quitting  him;  for  whatever  may  be  the  opi- 
nion and  pradice  in  France,  I  adhere  to  the 
old  notion,  that  a  man,  who  has  the  addrefs 
to  be  innocent,  ought  not  to  he  punifhed  as 
guilty* 

Nothing  can  be  more  unworthy,  than  for 
the  legiilators  of  a  nation  to  attempt  to  ex- 
plain  away  the  obvious  meaning  of  a  pro* 
pofition  fo  clearly  exprefled,  as  thj^t  relating 
to  the  King's  inviolability  is  by  the  French 
Conftitution;  and  the  arguments  they  have 

wfc4 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


i    6it     ) 

ufedar^  as  fophiftical  as  the  attempt  is  un-' 
becoming.  For  my  own  part^  I  do  not 
think  it  extravagant  to  queftion,  whether 
Lewis  XVJ  would  have' accepted  of  the  Con- 
fiilution,  had  the  inviolability  been  explain- 
ed to  him  theuj  in  the  manner  which  it  is 
MTc;  explained.  I  am  convinced  he  would 
not,  if  he  had  though^  that  Danton,  Robef- 
pierre,  Legendre,  and  Marat  were,  in  any 
prefuinable  cafe^  to  be  his  judges. 

.  But  had  all  objedions  founded  o»  the 
inviolability  of  the  King's  perfon  been 
reQioved,  were  it  clear  that  he  might  have 
been  tried  and  dealt  with  as  a  private  citi- 
zen, for  crimes  laid  to  his  charge  as  a  King} 
ftill  the  Convention,  as  it  was  ccfmpofed, 
could  not,  with  any  colour  of  impartiality, 
be  confidered  as  a  proper  tribunal  for  his 
trial:  to  have  rendered  it  fuch,  it  would  have 
been  neceflary  to  remove  all  thofe  who  had 
in  print,  or  from  the  tribune,  declared  them- 
felves  convinced  of  his  guilt,  or  in  any  way 
R  r  2  manifefted 
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xnanifbiled  a  defire  that  he  ihould  be  exe^ 
cuted.  What  poflibility  is,  there^  for  ex- 
ample, that  the  King's  innoeence  fhould  be 
proved  to  Saint- Juft|  Deputy  £ot  the  depart-i 
meat  of  TAifne,  who,  in  the  difcourfe  he 
read  to  the  Convention,  (ays,  **  Le  proems 
doit  ^tre  fait  au  Roi,  non  point  pour  le  crime 
de  fon  adminiilration,  mais  pour  le  crime 
d'avoir  ete  Roi:  on  ne  peut  point  regaer  in« 
nocemment.  Tout  roi  n'eft  qu'un  rebelle 
ct  urt  ufurpateur/'  And  Robeipierre,  in 
the  Society  of  Jacobins,  v^here  there  were 
feveral  who  had  been  members  6f  the  Le- 
giflative  Aflcmbly,  and  were  then  of  the 
Convention,  faid,  "  that  if  the  King  were  ab- 
folved,  ihey  muft  of  courfe  be  confldered  and 
punifhed  as  rebels.^*  Were  fuch  men  im- 
partial judges? 

And  if  the  objedions  to  particular  Depu- 
ties were  entirely  removed,  one  folid  one 
remAins  againft  the  whole  Aflembly,  name- 
ly,  that  being  the  King's  accufcrs,  they 

were 
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"were  difquaHfied  from  being  his  jury  oif 
judges. ' 

When  we  next  come  to  confider  the  nature 
of  the  proofe  in  fupport  of  the  accufation,  and 
the  manner  in  which  thej  were  obtained, 
die  force  of  the  objedions  againft  them  b 
4)bvious  and  ftriking.  The  papers  found  in 
the  King's  cabinet  on  the  loth  of  Auguft, 
and  thofe  afterwards  difcovered  in  the  iron 
cheft  in  the  wall  of  the  Tuileries,  are  not; 
fiur  and  legal  evidence — ^becaufe  papers 
may  have  been  introduced  and  mixed 
with  the  others  by  the  Kings  enemies;  be- 
caufe  papers  may  have  b^en  loft  or  removed 
which  would  have  explained  and  accounted 
for  what  appears  criminal  in  others;  becaufe 
a  perfon's  having  criminal  papers  in  his  cus- 
tody, is  no  proof  that  he  approves  of,  or  is 
even  acquainted  with  their  contents;  and 
ftill  lefs  of  his  intending  to  adopt  the  opi- 
nions, or  follow  the  plans  or  counfels-of  the 
writers. 

c  Let 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


(    6X4    ) 

'  Let  us  farther  fuppoib,  that  all  die  papers 
prefented  to  the  Convention  are  the  genu- 
'  ine  papers  found  in  the  King's  clofet^  with* 
out  any  having  been  added  or  fubftraded  ; 
ilill  they  do  not  conftitute  a  proof  ci  his 
having  formed  any  fchemfe  of  deftroying 
the  Conftitution,  or  betraying  the  country 
to  itse  nemies. 

BrifTot  in  his  writings,  Louvet  and  Bar- 
baroux  in  their  fpeeches  in  the  Convention, 
affert,  that  they,  and  their  aflbciates,  brought 
about  the  Revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguflv 
with  a  view  to  eftablifh  a  Republic  They 
were  £o  precife  and  minute  on  this  import- 
ant point,  as  even  to  particularife  the  place* 
— It  was  at  Ch^renton,  as  they  declared^ 
that  the  meafure  of  attacking  the  King  in. 
his  palace  was  determined  on  ;  it  was  at 
firii  agreed  to  be  on  the  29th  of  July,  but 
afterwards  poftponcd  to  the  loth  of  Auguft. 
Danton,  Robefpierre,  and  Chabct,  infift  that 
this  honeur  belongs  to  them.     Petioi^  who 

had 
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had  been  fent  for  by  the  King,  who  was  ac- 
tually in  the  palace  as  a  Civil  Magiftrate, 
and  in  the  charader  of  a  mediator,  early 
that  morning,  was  afterwards  very  *  much 
hurt,  beeaufe  Robefpierre  infmuated  that  he 
had  bad  very  little  fhare  in  the  infurredion 
of  the  roth  of  Auguft*  **  Les  hommes,'* 
fays  he,  in  his  letter  to  Robefpierre,  "  qui  fe 
font  attribue  la  gloire  de-  cettejourn€e,font 
les  hommes  a  qui  elle  appartientle  moins;  elle 
eft  due  aux  braves  federes,  et  d  kur  diredloire 

ftcretqui  concert  ait  depuis  long  temps  lcpl(m  de 
rinfurreSiion*^    And  in  his  letter  to  the  Soci- 

.  ety  of  Jacobins  he  claims  \m  own  right  to 
part  of  the  glory :  "  Je  n'ai  pas  peu  con- 
tribue,'*  fays  P6tion,"a  amener  lajournee  du 
lo  Aout/'  After  thiis,  how  could  any  men 
of  common  fenfe,  and  common  candour, 
hear  with  patience  the  King  accufcd  of  be- 
ing the  aggreflbr  on  tTiat  occafion  ?  Yet 
thb  was  done  in  the  ad:  of  accufation,  and 
repeated  by  many  of  the  inembers  in  their 
fpceches  during  the  procefs. 

Finally, 
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^  Finally,  let  it  be  fuppofed,  that  theperfott 
of  theKing  was  not  rendered  inviolable  by  tbc 
Conftitution  j  that  the  Convention  was  the 
proper  tribunal  by  which  he  ought  to  have 
been  tried ;  that  the  papers  were  unexcep- 
tionable evidence;  and  that  the  proof  againft 
him  was  convincing  :  after  all  this  has  been 
admitted^  dill  it  is  clear  that  it  was  moft  in- 
expedient and  unwife  in  the  National  Con- 
Tention  to  decree  his  execution,  becaufe  it 
would  exafperate  many  of  the  Princes  of 
Europe ;  and  if  it  pleafed  any,  it  would 
afford  even  them  a  pretext  for  making  war 
with  France;  thus  creating  new  enemies  to 
their  infant  Republic,  and  ftrengthening  the 
hands  of  the  old. 

Becaufe  the  great  objedl  of  punifliment  is 
to  prevent,  and  not  to  avenge  crimes ;  and 
in  a  Republic  the.  fame  cafe  could  never 
again  occur, 

Befcaufe  a  living  and  dethroned  King 
would  have  been  lefs  interefting  to  the  pub» 

lie, 
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lie/ and  therefore  lefs  formidable  to  the  pre** 
fent  government  of  France,  than  a  young 
Prince,  whofe  charafter  calumny  could  not 
touch,  and  whofe  father  had  been  beheaded. 
A  French  lady,  diftinguiflied  for  wit, 
having  remarked  the  ingenuity  of  9l  footman 
belonging  to  a  man  of  high  quality^  who 
was  as  ugly  and  ftupid  as  his  fervant  was 
the  reverfe,  faid,  "  II  faut  avouer  que  la 
Nature  n'eft  pas  Ariftocrate.'* — If  Nature 
has  been  partial  to  democracy,  it  muft  be 
confefled,  however,  that  the  Deraocrates  of 

France  have  been  moft  ungrateful  to  Nature, 

*  '         I' 

by  violating  all  her  laws,  and  wounding  all 
her  feelings. 

The  records  of  mankind  exhibit  no  ex- 
ample of  crimes  deliberately  committed, 
attended  with  fo  many  circumftances  of 
wanton  unrelenting  cruelty,  and  fo  evidently 
pernicious  to  the  caufe  of  the  perpetrators. 

FINIS. 
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EXPLANATION  of  the  MAP, 

*npHE  march  of  the  Duk^  of  Brunfwick  from  Luxem- 
bourg to  Longwy  and  Verdun,  and  from  Verdun, 
by  Grand  Pre^  to  the  Camp  of  La  Lune,  is  indicated  bj 
a  line  of  a  green  colour. 

The  march  of  General  Dumourier  from  Sedan  to 
Grand  Pre  and  St.  Menehould  is  marked  by  a  recline. 

The  march  of  General  Dillon  from  Mbuzon  to 
Biefme,  red. 

The  march  of  General  Kellermann  from  Metz,  by 
Bar  le  Due,  St.  Dizier,  and  Vitry,  red. 

The  fields  where  engagements  took  place,  are  indi- 
cated by  fwords  crofled. 

The  rivers  are  pale  green. 

The  roads  yellow. 

The  Duke  of  Brunfwick's  Camp  at  La  Lunc  is 
coloured  yellow. 

Thofe  of  Dumourier  and  Kellermann  neAr  St.  Mene- 
hould, red. 

Dillon's  Camp  at  the  Cote  de  Biefme,  red. 

The  Hcffian  Camp  near  Dombafle,  green. 
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